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Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection,  Box  7 


Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 
Box  7:  Folder  1-4:  Correspondence  from  NBH,  1955-1958 


Correspondence  with  and  about  Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan.  Henney  was  Sullivan’ 
biographer  and  a close  friend  of  Keller  and  Sullivan  for  many  years. 


Visit:  httn://www.nerkinsarchivcs.or<t/nbh.html  for  complete  finding  aid 


TITLE:  Nella  Braddy  Ilcnney  Collection  Finding  Aid 
CREATOR:  Nella  Braddy  Henney;  Keith  Henney 
DATE  RANGE:  1903-1976 
CALL  NUMBER:  AG151 

PROVENANCE:  Donated  by  Keith  Henney,  Nella  Braddy  Henney's  spouse,  circa  1975. 

SCOPE  AND  CONTENT: 

The  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  is  comprised  of  correspondence,  notes,  photographs,  articles, 
clippings,  publications,  and  other  materials  related  to  Helen  Keller.  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson, 
and  Nella  Braddy  Henney.  The  correspondence  spans  the  years  of  1927  to  1969.  and  is  to  and  from  Helen 
Keller.  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson,  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney  between  themselves  and  others. 

The  notes,  photographs,  articles,  clippings,  publications  and  other  materials  relate  to  the  lives  of  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney.  and  are  interspersed  throughout  the 
collection,  as  well  as  within  their  respective  series. 

The  extensive  correspondence  collection  contains  letters,  memos,  and  notes  in  relation  to  Braddy  Henney’s 
work  for  Helen  Keller  during  Keller’s  lifetime,  and  on  research  for  Braddy  Henney’s  book.  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Keller’s  correspondence  includes  letters  with  others,  such  as 
Samuel  Clemens  (Mark  Twain;  copies).  Perkins  Directors  Edward  E.  Allen  and  Gabriel  Farrell.  Charles  F. 
F.  Campbell,  actress  Katherine  Cornell,  and  other  notable  people.  These  letters  were  forwarded  to  Nella 
Braddy  Henney  for  use  while  working  on  her  book. 

Nella  Braddy  Henney’s  personal  journal  entries  are  included  in  this  collection,  and  supplement  the 
correspondence.  These  journal  entries  span  the  years  of  1938  and  1962. 

The  photograph  collection  includes  portraits,  publicity  photographs  with  prominent  individuals,  materials 
related  to  film  projects  in  Hollywood,  advocacy  for  blinded  veterans,  many  casual  images  from  visits  to 
Helen  Keller's  Arcan  Ridge  and  Forest  Hills  homes,  and  trips  to  Martha's  Vineyard  with  Eleanor 
Roosevelt.  Many  of  the  photographical  items  can  be  attributed  to  the  work  of  Keith  Henney. 

RELATED  MATERIALS: 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  (AG62) 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  on 

Flickr:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/perkinsarchive/collections/721576273101 1 7390/ 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION:  About  15  linear  feet. 

LANGUAGE:  English 

PROCESSING  NOTE:  Legacy  finding  aid  by  Ken  Stuckey,  ca.  1975.  updated  by  Emily  Carta.  2015. 
updated  by  Molly  Stothert-Maurer,  2013,  2015. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE: 

Nella  Braddy  Henney  (1894-1973)  first  met  Anne  Sullivan.  Helen  Keller,  and  Polly  Thomson  in  1924. 
when  she  came  to  the  Sullivan-Keller- 1 homson  household  to  write  Sullivan's  biography  Anne  Sullivan 


Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Quickly  mastering  the  manual  finger  language,  she  kept 
Keller  in  touch  with  the  political,  literary,  and  scientific  world  around  her.  She  remained  in  Keller’s  life,  as 
a friend,  and  also  as  Keller’s  power  of  attorney,  acting  agent  for  all  Keller’s  literary  matters,  until  1963. 
She  was  married  to  Keith  Henney,  also  a writer  and  editor,  as  well  as  a photographer  who  took  many 
photographs  of  Helen  Keller.  She  died  in  1973. 

RESTRICTIONS: 

None 

COPYRIGHT: 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  user  to  obtain  permission  to  publish  from  the  owner  of  the  copyright  (the 
institution,  the  creatoi  ol  the  lecoid,  the  author  or  his/her  transferees,  heirs,  legates,  or  literary  executors) 
The  user  agrees  to  indemnify  and  hold  harmless  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  its  officers,  employees,  and 
agents  from  and  against  all  claims  made  by  any  person  asserting  that  he  or  she  is  an  owner  of  copyright. 

CREDIT  LINE/CITATION: 

Helen  Keller  Photo  Collection.  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

SUBJECT  HEADINGS: 

Keller,  Helen,  1880-1968. 

Macy,  Anne  Sullivan,  1866-1936 
Henney,  Nella  Braddy,  1 894- 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
Thomson,  Polly 
ARRANGEMENT: 

4 series,  one  appendix,  20  boxes  and  36  binders.  Note:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  is  abbreviated  NBH 

Series  1 : Original  Correspondence 

Series  2:  Photocopies  of  Correspondence 

Series  3:  Photograph  Collection 

Series  4:  Publications 

CONTAINER  LIST: 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 

Box  7:  Folder  1-4:  Correspondence  from  NBH,  1955-1958 

B7:  FI:  NBH  Correspondence:  from  NBH,  1955 

Letter  to  Eunice  Goodchild,  Jan  14,  1955 
Letter  to  Mrs.  Calvin  Coolidge,  January  15,  1955 
Letter  to  William  Fisher  Jr.,  January  15,  1955 


Letter  to  Dr.  J.  Ringland  Anderson,  January  15,  1955 

Letter  from  Polly  Thomson,  January  21,  1955 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  January  24,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  24,  1955 

Letter  to  Rebeeca  Mack,  January  25,  1955 

Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  January  28,  1955 

Letter  to  Merrill  Maynard,  January  28,  1955 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  February  I,  1955 

Letter  to  Arthur  U.  Dil ley,  February  4,  1955 

Letter  to  Helga  Lende,  February  4,  1955 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  February  4,  1955 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  February  4,  1955 

Letter  to  Dr.  Williiam  G.  McLoughlin  Jr.,  February  5,  1 955 

Letter  to  Rebecca  Mack,  February  5,  1955 

Letter  to  Margaret  A.  Peel,  February  5,  1955 

Letter  to  Laura  Stovel,  February  5,  1 955 

Letter  to  Laura  Stovel,  February  9,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  10,  1955 

Letter  to  William  Fisher  Jr.,  February  1 1,  1955 

Letter  to  Arthur  U.  Dilley,  February  12,  1955 

Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  February  21,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  21,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Arthur  U.  Dilley,  February  23,  1955 

Letter  to  Fogg  Museum.  February  23,  1955 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  February  26.  1955 

Letter  to  Sidney  Boone,  March  1,  1955 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  March  1,  1955 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  March  1,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  3,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  March  6.  1955 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  March  7,  1955 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  9,  1955 
Letter  to  Kate  Steichen,  March  14,  1955 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  March  14,  1955 
Letter  to  Thomas  Leavitt.  March  21,  1955 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  March  24,  1955 
Letter  to  Merrill  Maynard,  April  1,  1955 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  2,  1 955  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  April  3,  1955 

Letter  to  Merrill  Maynard,  April  6,  1955 

Letter  to  Merrill  Maynard,  April  8,  1955 

Letter  to  Merrill  Maynard,  April  13,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  14,  1955 

Letter  to  Howard  Liechty,  April  14,  1955 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  April  15,  1955 

Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  April  15.  1955 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Davidson,  April  23,  1955 

Letter  to  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  April  23,  1955 

Letter  to  Reverend  Robert  Thomson,  April  23.  1955 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  April  27,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  27,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  April  28.  1955 

Letter  to  Laura  Stovel,  April  28.  1955 

Letter  to  Darcy  Coyle,  May  4.  1955 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Davidson,  May  4.  1955 

Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  May  4,  1955  (2  pages) 


Letter  to  Rebecca  Mack,  May  5,  1955 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  May  5,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  May  5,  1955 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  May  6,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  16,  1955 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  May  16,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  17,  1955 

Letter  to  Henry  W.  Helmke,  May  17,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  William  Fisher,  May  31,  1955 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  June  1 1,  1955 
Letter  to  Howard  Liechty,  June  12,  1955 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  June  12,  1955 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  June  20,  1955  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Merrill  Maynard,  June  30,  1955 
Letter  to  Rebecca  Mac,  July  1,  1955 
Letter  to  Lillian  Watson,  July  1,  1955 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  July  1,  1955 
Letter  to  William  Fisher,  July  1,  1955 
Letter  to  Edward  L.  Wertheim,  July  8,  1955 
Letter  to  Rebecca  Mack,  July  8,  1955 
Letter  to  Marian  Robertson,  July  12,  1955 
Letter  to  Mrs.  John  P.  Jones,  July  15,  1955 
Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  17,  1955  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  1 7,  1 955  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  17,  1 955 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  19,  1955 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  20,  1 955  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  July  20,  1955 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  20,  1955 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  July  21,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  22,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  William  Hutchinson,  July  22,  1955 
Letter  to  Edward  Wertheim,  July  22,  1955 
Letter  to  Berenice  G.  Schuller,  July  22,  1955 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  29,  1955  (2  pages) 

Note:  with  questions  for  Helen  Keller  from  the  New  York  Times  and  their  answers  (5  pages) 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  29,  1 955  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  31,  1955 

Letter  to  Laura  Stovel,  August  1,  1955 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  August  3,  1955 

Letter  to  William  Fisher,  August  5,  1955 

Letter  to  Leo  F.  Armati,  August  5,  1955 

Letter  to  Anzia  Yezierska,  August  6,  1955 

Letter  to  Eric  Boulter,  August  6,  1955 

Letter  to  Merrill  Maynard,  August  16,  1955 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  August  22,  1955 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  August  30,  1 955 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  August  30,  1955 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  September  1,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  7,  1 955  (2  pages) 

Note:  with  copy 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  September  1 1,  1955 
Letter  to  Berenice  Schuller,  September  1 1,  1955 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  September  1 1,  1955 
Letter  to  Sabra  Mallett,  September  20,  1 955 
Letter  to  Reverend  Robert  Thomson,  September  20,  1955 


Letter  to  Laura  Stovel,  September  20,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  25,  1955  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  September  30,  1955 
Letter  to  Wes  Gallagher,  October  4,  1 955 
Letter  to  Geraldine  de  Caspar,  October  6,  1955 
Letter  to  Arthur  Urban  Dilley,  October  6,  1955 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  7,  1955 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  14,  1955 
Letter  to  M.  Robert  Barnett,  October  15,  1955 
Letter  to  Beabe  Hahn,  October  18,  1955 
Note:  with  copy 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  23,  1955 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  26,  1955 
Note:  with  article  "A  Greeting  to  Teachers”  (3  pages) 

B7:F2:  NBH  Correspondence:  from  NBH,  1955-1957 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  28,  1955 

Note:  with  transcription  of  speech  for  Helen  Keller  to  give  (4  pages) 

Letter  to  Mrs.  Davidson,  November  17,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  3,  1955 

Letter  to  Merrill  Maynard.  December  7,  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  December  10,  1955 

Letter  to  Laura  Stovel,  December  10.  1955 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  December  10,  1955 

Letter  to  Florence  Davidson,  December  26,  1955 

Letter  to  Elizabeth,  December  26.  1955 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  January  1 6,  1 956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  January  17,  1956 

Letter  to  Allan  Morrison,  January  26,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  January  27,  1956 

Note:  with  attached  letter  "Dear  Friends” 

Letter  to  Monroe  Heath.  March  1,  1956 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  March  9,  1956 

Letter  to  E.  Schwinghammer,  March  9,  1956 

Letter  to  Evelyn  Davidson,  March  21,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  & Helen  Keller,  March  23,  1956  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  & Helen  Keller,  April  9,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  & Helen  Keller,  April  12,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  & Helen  Keller,  April  19,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  & Helen  Keller,  April  21,  1956 

Letter  to  Edward  A.  Rumely,  April  21,  1956 

Letter  to  Van  Wyck  Brooks,  April  23,  1956 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  April  26.  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  26,  1956 

Letter  to  Merrill  Maynard,  April  26,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  & Helen  Keller,  May  3,  1956 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  May  3,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  & Helen  Keller,  May  10,  1956  (2  pages) 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  & Helen  Keller,  May  20,  1956 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson  & Flelen  Keller.  May  27,  1956 
Letter  to  Mary  Owen.  June  23.  1 956 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  23,  1956  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Timothy  Seldes,  July  1 7,  1956 
Letter  to  Florence  Davidson.  July  13,  1956 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson.  August  23,  1956 
Letter  to  I imothy  Seldes,  August  23,  1 956 


Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  August  29,  1956 

Letter  to  Timothy  Seldes,  August  29,  1 956 

Letter  to  Leon  Gutterman,  September  1,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  2,  1956 

Note:  with  forward  from  “The  Voice  of  Silence”  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  September  1 1,  1956 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  1 7,  1956 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  22,  1 956  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  September  23,  1 956 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  23,  1 956 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  27,  1956 
Letter  to  L.M.  Collins,  September  27,  1956 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  September  28,  1956 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  9,  1956 

Note:  with  transcription  of  “The  Baltimore  Chapter  of  Hadassah”,  a speech  given  by  Helen  Keller.  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  October  1 1,  1956 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  October  15,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  16,  1956 

Note:  with  attached  clipping  “The  Keller-  Macy  Cottage” 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  16,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  19,  1956 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  October  30,  1956 

Note:  with  note  from  Polly 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  November  5,  1956 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  November  16,  1956 

Letter  to  Raymond  H.  Frantz,  November  30,  1956 

Letter  to  James  M.  Reid,  December  3,  1956 

Letter  to  Mildred,  December  5,  1956 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  December  6,  1956 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  December  8,  1 956 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  1956 

Note:  with  story  “Azalai  by  John  Skolle”.  (4  pages) 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  December  23,  1956 
Letter  to  Editorial  Sudamericana,  January  7,  1957 
Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  January  10,  1957 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  January  10,  1957 
Letter  to  Ethel,  January  23,  1957 
Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  January  25,  1 957 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  January  25,  1 957 
Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  February  1,  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  2,  1 957 
Letter  to  Mrs.  W.  J.  Hinkle,  February  9,  1957 
Letter  to  Upton  Sinclair,  February  14,  1957 

Note:  with  note  from  Upton  Sinclair,  with  signature,  and  a Mail  This  Order  Form 

Letter  to  Stella  Woodall,  February  18,  1957 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  February  18,  1957 

Letter  to  Nelson  Neff,  February  20,  1 957 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  20,  1957(2  pages) 

Letter  to  William  Gibson,  February  20,  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  25,  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  February  27,  1957 
Letter  to  Robert  Barnett,  March  3,  1 957  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Saturday  Evening  Post,  March  3,  1957 
Letter  to  Saturday  Evening  Post,  March  3,  1957 
Letter  to  William  Gibson,  March  7,  1957 
Letter  to  Robert  Barnett,  March  13,  1957 


Letter  to  Lois  Berman.  March  13,  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  March  15,  1957 
Letter  to  Minnie  M.  Hill,  March  15,  1957 
Letter  to  Sterling  W.  Fisher,  March  20,  1957 
Letter  to  Robert  Barnett,  March  20,  1957 
Letter  to  William  Gibson,  March  22,  1957 
Letter  to  Robert  Barnett,  March  22,  1957 
Letter  to  Elizabeth  W,  Holden,  March  22,  1957 
Letter  to  William  Gibson.  March  23,  1957 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  March  27,  1957 
Letter  to  Chandyeane  Gooding,  March  29,  1957 
Letter  to  Daniel  Schreiber,  March  29,  1957 
Letter  to  William  Gibson,  March  31,  1957 
Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  April  1,  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  April  3,  1957 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  April  4,  1957 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  April  12,  1957 
Letter  to  Don  Murray,  April  13,  1957 
Letter  to  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  April  14,  1957 
Letter  to  William  Gibson,  April  14.  1957 
Letter  to  Sterling  Fisher,  April  17,  1957 
Letter  to  Gertrude  Macy,  April  24,  1957 
Letter  to  James  H.  Stroman,  May  1,  1957 
Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  May  3,  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  10,  1957 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  May  10,  1957  (2  pages) 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  14,  1957 
Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  May  16,  1957 

B7:F3:  NBH  Correspondence:  from  NBH,  1957-1958 

Letter  to  Bill  Gibson,  May  17,  1957 

Letter  to  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  May  1 7,  1957 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  19,  1957 

Letter  to  Jacob  M.  Braude,  May  20,  1957 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  21,  1957 

Letter  to  Barbara  Ellis,  May  23,  1957 

Letter  to  Evelyn  D.  Seide.  May  24,  1957 

Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  May  27,  1957 

Letter  to  Flelen  Keller,  May  28,  1 957  (5  pages) 

Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  May  31,  1957 
Letter  to  Barbara  Ellis,  June  4,  1957 
Letter  to  Lois  Berman,  June  8,  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  8,  1957 
Letter  to  Robert  Barnett,  June  8,  1957 
Letter  to  Barbara  Ellis,  January  9,  1957 
Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  June  9,  1957 
Letter  to  Bill  Gibson,  June  9,  1 957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  9,  1957 
Letter  to  Jacob  Axelrad,  June  10,  1957 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  June  II,  1957 
Letter  to  M.  Robert  Barnett,  June  18,  1957 
Letter  to  Evelyn  D.  Seide.  June  18,  1957 
Letter  to  Elsa  Loges,  June  22.  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  June  27,  1957 
Poems  sent  to  Helen  Keller,  July  1957 
Letter  to  Mrs.  Glenn  G.  Hays.  July  2.  1957 


Letter  to  N.  Chatterji,  July  2,  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  2,  1957 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  July  9,  1957 
Letter  to  Margaret  B.  Rosen,  July  11,  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  12,  1957 
Letter  to  William  Gibson,  July  14,  1957 
Letter  to  Polly  Thomson,  July  14,  1957 
Letter  to  Albert  E.  Campion,  July  16,  1957 
Letter  to  Albert  E.  Campion,  July  17,  1957 
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Letter  to  Helen  & Leonard,  October  19,  1957 

Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  October  19,  1957 
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Letter  to  Lenore  Smith,  December  23,  1957 

Letter  to  Editorial  Sudamericana,  December  23,  1957 

Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  December  24.  1957 
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Letter  to  Margaret  & Bill  Gibson,  February  26,  1958 

Letter  to  Dick,  February  26,  1958  (2  pages) 
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1 til  ! . , Jr'-',  r :f>f)  I y 

January  14,  195c 


i >ev  York 


nor  -.r'.  Soo ’child: 


,Ta  to  reply 
at  present 
t o « *»in 
Bu nna , tb  - 
obliged  to 
book  you 
correctly , 
and  1 0 
of  19-5-56 


. ise  ..eien  Keller  las  asked 
o yo*ir  letter  of  January  5.  ihe  1- 
eenly  Involve--'  in  • rep  r tions  for  • 

1 , akisl 

‘ ■ ••  *■ A-  lines,  n ti . ran  and  Las  been 
everything  el  ue  go.  the  tyne  of 
!'e  in  if  I interpret  vour  letter 

now  beinp-  written  by  Vsn’byck  Brooks 


is 


1 •’  c-  published  some  time  in  the  winter 
as  one  of  the  biographies  in  the  Land—  rk 
t ?loh  toringln  out. 

1 1?lft  o u i d preclude  the  publication 

;^er»at  least  for  some  time  to  come.  Wise  Keller 
appreci?  tea  your  interest  in  her. 


I 

n -r* 


ery  truly  yours, 


( r el  la  r-'  ddy  *-enney 
attorney  for  Helen'  Keller ) 


rs  . unlce  'loo  1 child 
15 s bnr  -j  of?  co.  ubllc  Library 
322  " . Broad-.-f  y 
os  'ng-fes,  Calico  role. 


^ • i Cjfl rd  en  City,  New  York 

January  1 5,  1955 


Dear  >e . C olidgo; 


i-.it'p,  Helen  Keller  v as  aske^ 
;5  to  r’er1}'  *o  I >ur  letter  of  January  11  an' 
to  -y  4 ■ t she  will  be  very  happy  to  be  a 
L - to ' National  Committee  of  : 

'or  the  Centennial  development  rrogmm  of 
the  Clarke  School  or  the  Deaf.  3hc  voul  1 be 
writing  to  you  her  pelf,  but  that  she  l,- 
occupied  with  preparation?,  for  her  Impending 

;our  ?f  tlr  9 Vr',r  that  ah e has  been  obliged 

L°  10  l everything  el;  e go.  Che  sends  warm 

arr.onoi.  rr-r  rds. 


Vary  nincerely  yorr:  , 


della  Brr.ddy  Kenney 
Attorney  "or  Helen" Keller 


rs.  Calvin  Cool Id ge 
Northampton 
a as sac hu setts 


Hi  i th  >t. . , Garden  Cit\  , New  York 
January  15,  ’9  55 


Deer  Kr.  FIs  er: 


_Y'ou  were  very  good  to  sene  me  two 
tic  eta  to  the  rarewoll  2:  nquet  for  lias  Helen 
Keller  °-nc  It  is  with  much  regret  th:  t rrv  1 1,3’  ,n’ 
an:  I ^sel  th- 1 we  mu  t decline  them.  I am 
returning  them  because  I think  you  u-y  want  to 
gi-'9  them  to  someone  else.  : any  thanks  again. 

'Incerely  yours, 


Hr.  William  Fisher 

American  -’ounds tion  for  Overseas  B’ind 
22  West  1?  St. 

New  Yo rk  11 , N. Y . } 


1 

I 


/ 


■ > v 


A 


/ 


■ ■// 

V/ 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  15,  1955 


Sear  Dr.  Anderson: 


I las  Helen  Keller  and  Kiss 
Polly  Thomson  have  asked  me  to  reply  to  your 
letter  of  December  31.  They  are  so  deeply 
Involved  In  preparations  for  their  impending 
tour  of  the  Far  East  (40,000  miles  1)  that  they 
have  been  obliged  to  drop  everything  else.  Kiss 
Keller  did  read  your  letter,  though,  with  great 
Interest  and  is  eager  to  be  of  service.  Thus 
far,  however,  no  suggestions  have  occurred  to 
her.  If  they  do,  you  may  be  assured  that  they 
will  be  forwarded  to  Dr.  Burian. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Kell 


Dr.  J.  Ringland  Anderson 
108  Collins  3t. 

Melbourne 

Australia 


Ill  5th,  Jan.  21,  1955 


Be  rest  Folly, 

H'-jre  is  the  article.  As  I said  before,  I think  it 
very  beautiful— clear  and  moving.  One  special  thing  that 
pleases  me  is  that  it  Is  entirely  free  of  dogmatism,  it  Is 
full  of  wisdom  and  I wish  I could  believe  with  her  all  the 

way . 

I don't  altogether  like  the  title,  but  1 wouldn't 
worry  too  much  about  it,  for  no  matter  what  Helen  calls 
the  editors  will  be  apt  to  change  it.  I am  sending  along  several 
blank  sheets  of  the  same  typewriter  paper  so  that^if  Helen 
has  another  title  that  she  would  rather  use  she  can  copy  it 
off  on  one  of  the  pages  and  the  whole  article  will  not  have 
to  be  retyped. 


I look  forward  so  much  to  Wednesday \ 
•Jy  love  always 


?.S.  The  Italian  painter  that  I spoke  of  is  Pietro  Annigoni. 
All  I know  of  him  is  that  he  did  a portrait  of  Ciueen  Elizabeth 
which  for  me  surpasses  any  other  modern  portrait  that  I heave 
ever  seen,  that  he  lives  in  Florence,  and  that  at  least  one 
young  American  is  studying  under  him. 


January  24,  1955 


Dear  Ken, 

erewlth  and  all  that.  There  will  he  a good  many  things 
to  talk  about,  but  I'll  let  them  wait  until  you  have  read  the  Ms. 


In  great  haste. 


January  24,  19 55 


Te^rest  Polly, 

Another  Ms.  goes  to  Ken  this  morning.  Please 
rsa^  this  very  carefully.  I’m  sorry  you  have  to  do  It  now, 
hut  I see  no  way  out  of  It. 


Love, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  25*  1955 


Dear  Kiss  i-ack, 


Mrs.  Selde  turned  over  to  me  your 
letter  of  January  13  about  the  photographs  of 
Teacher.  I have  been  ransacking  the  photographic 
agencies  In  New  York  and  my  own  files  and  have 
come  across  several  pictures  of  Teacher  with  Helen 
which  have  not  been  reproduced  In  books  and  one  of 
Teacher  alone  towards  the  end  of  her  life.  Most  of 
the  later  pictures  are  simply  awful  of  her,  but 
this  one  Is  a low-key  snapshot  and  If  it  will 
reproduce  It  will  be  ideal  for  the  frontispiece 
which  may  be  all  that  the  publishers  >ant. 

I sent  the  manuscript  to  Doubledays 
yesterday  and  expect  to  hear  from  them  very  soon. 

I hope  they  like  the  book  as  much  as  I do.  It  is 
very  short,  but  Helen  put  her  whole  heart  into  it 
and  In  many  ways  I think  it  is  the  finest  thing  she 
has  ever  done.  As  you  surmised  it  did  take  everything 
out  of  her,  but  she  still  has  great  resilience.  Don't 
bother  to  go  through  any  more  of  your  pictures  until 
after  I have  talked  with  Doubleday's  about  the  format 
of  the  book.  This  may  take  some  time — the  head  of 
their  art  department  is  at  the  moment  In  the  hospital — 
but  I will  let  you  know  when  I can  what  the  decision 
Is  and  whether  we  shall  need  to  call  upon  you  for  help. 

It  is  very  good  of  you  to  offer  and  it  is  wonderful  to 
know  that  you  have  that  marvellous  collection. 

The  girls  leave  on  February  4 and  I'll 
be  glad  when  they  are  off,  the  preparations  have  been 
so  strenuous.  And  yet  I am  troubled  at  the  thought  of  the 
undertaking.  They  both  say  that  this  is  the  last,  but 
I've  heard  that  so  many  times  before  that  I am  skeptical. 

v.  1th  all  good  wishes  and  many  thanks,  I am 


Fver  sincerely  yours, 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  ^arien  City,  hew  "York 
January  23,  195 5,, 


Dear  Van  Vyck, 

I think  I told  you  that  the  typists  who 
copied  Helen's  manuscript  were  very  had  indeed,  but 
because  of  the  time  element  we've  had  to  let  it  go. 

Only  three  people  thus  far  have  read  it — Ken  cCormick 
at  "'oubledays  and  my  husband  and  I and  we  all  like  it 
very  much  indeed.  Copies  are  needed  for  Doubledays,  for 
The  Ladles  Home  Journal  (w  ich  has  not  yet  seen  it), 
for  1 s s Loges  who  is  to  transcribe  it  in  Braille  for 
Helen,  Jolly  has  to  \have  one,  and  I have  to  have  one. 
Some  of  tnese  will  be  released  in  due  time,  but  I 
thought  that  instead  ot  waiting  you  would  prefer  to 
have  the  one  I am  sending  herewith.  It  will  be  a bit 
hard  on  your  eyes,  but  you  don't  have  to  road  it  all 
at  once.  I shall  await your  comments  with  great  eager- 
ness and  at  your  convenience  I shall  want  the  manuscript 
returned.  . !, 

Sincerely  always, 


i-lr.  Van  v:yCk  Erooks 
Huntington  Hartford  Foundation 
Pacific  Palisades 
California 


Ill  Fifth  3t,,  Garden  City,  hew  York 
January  28,  1955 


Dear  Mr.  Maynard: 


Shank  you  very  much  for  sending  me 
the  galley  proofs  of  THE  hONG  0:  THE  STCNE  WALL.  I 
have  found  very  few  typographical  errors  on  them 
and  these  I have  marked.  I have  also  marked  the 
spaces  between  the  verses,  though  I feel  sure  that 
these  would  In  any  event  have  been  Inserted  during 
the  page  make-up. 


Can  you  tell  me  now  something  about 
the  format  of  the  book  and  the  price  at  which  it  will 
sell?  iss  Keller,  who  is  very  pleased  about  the  whole 
thing,  will  want  a number  of  copies,  I shall  want  some, 
and  we  have  other  frJends  wo  will  want  it.  You  are 
loing  a very  genuine  service  in  bringing  the  little 
book  back  into  print. 

' ith  all  good  wishes,  I am 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Ere.  Kalla  Ernddy  Kenney) 


Ill  Fifth  3t . , Grr.len  City,  Mew  York 
February  1,  1955 


Dear  Mss  Loges, 


, v , ls  the  manuscript  of  Miss  Helen 

*' el- e r s book  about  her  teacher  Mrs.  Anne  Sullivan 

J bellRV*  i-'lss  Thomson  has  communicated  with  you 
aoout  it,  but  in  case  she  has  overlooked  it  in  the 
P’-ess  of  getting  ready  to  leave  for  the  Far  Fast  on 
riday,  she  wishes  you  to  transcribe  it,  giving  it 
priority  over  anything  else  yha  may  have  on  hand  for 
1 xB  u©iler.  It  wll  have  to  be  sent  to  her  by  air  mail 
as  soon  as  it  is  finished.  Mrs,  Evelyn  Davidson  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  will  take  care  of  this 
part  o'"  it.  Please  send  the  manuscript  and  the  bill  to 
_ -viiaon — I mean  the  Braille  manuscript  to  Mrs. 

"avid son — and  return  the  typescript  to  me.  I am  sorry 
tnat  the  carbon  is  no  clearer — I am  afraid  it.  will  be 
rather  hard  on  your  eyes.  The  typists  that  the  Foundation 
nired  io  copy  it  were  very  bad  indeed,  as  you  can  se» 

: rom  the  numerous  corrections  that  had  to  be  made. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mss  Elsa  Logos 
158-17  Sanford  Ave. 
Flushing  53 
Hew  York 


Ill  Fifth  r>t. , Garden  City,  !•  ew  York 
February  4 , 1955 


ear  r.  illey: 


This  morning  Helen  Keller  and  lolly 
Thomson  are  setting  out  by  plane  on  the  first,  leg  of 
a tour  to  the  Far  Fast  which  will  keep  them  away 
from  home  until  the  end  of  June,  oily  was  very 
much  Interested  In  your  letter  and  up  to  the  last 
minute  hoped  to  find  time  to  answer  it.  The  time 
never  came  and  she  asked  me  to  write  to  you  to 
acknowlo ige  It  and  to  say  th.  t after  their  return 
sne  would  like  to  talk  with  you  about  nl33  Guion's 
generous  proposal.  It  vrould  be  a fine  thing  if  the 
portrait  co  'ld  be  *ons. 


ory  sincerely  yours. 


( Nalla  Era 'dy  Kenney) 


Mr.  Arthur  U.  Dilley 
524  Tell. am  » anor  Rond 
Pelham  Manor , Mow  York 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  lew  York 
February  4,  1955 


ear  flag  Lende, 


I wonder  if  you  have  a 
photostat  of  the  portrait  that  Augustus 
Tack  painted  of  Helen  and  if  so  could 
you  have  a photostat  made  from  it  for  me. 

I should  pay  for  it  of  course.  If  you 
don  t have  it  I wonder  if  you  could  tell 
me  where  the  portrait  is  now.  In  Boston, 

I think,  but  I ara  not  sure. 

ith  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Fiss  .velga  Lende 

American  Foundation  "or  the  Blind 
15  West  16  St. 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  ft.,  Garden  City,  ew  York 
February  A,  1955 


Pear  Tlsa, 


•ell,  elen  and  Polly  are  taking 
the  plane  thin  morning  and  will  not  be  back 
until  the  end  of  June.  Vie  never  did  have  that 
lunch,  but  Polly  kept  hoping  for  It  up  to  the 
last  lnute.  The  'ays  have  been  frantic, 
as  you  can  Imagine,  and  the  nlghte  sleepless — 
no  much  so  th;  t I am  glad  they  are  at  last 
on  the  way.  -oily  asked  me  to  thank  you  for 
a gift  you  had  sent.  Bath  salts,  wasn't.  It, 
or  something  of  the  kind.  Anyway  she 
appreciated  It. 

-'elen  finished  her  book  on 
Teacler  about  six  weeks  ago.  It  Is  magnificent 
I di'n't  know  she  could  do  It — that  she 
could  write  with  s-ch  love  end  passion  and 
detachment,  though  by  this  time  I ought  not 
to  be  surprised  at  any  of  her  triumphs. 

Flsase  let's  get  together  before 
the  summer  scattering  begins. 

..y  love. 


Fifth  r > t , , Garden  City,  New  York 
February  4,  1955 


Dear  Eric, 


+ „ An  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Davidson  Folly  asked  me 

°3sn.  ^ou  tha  inclosed  proofs  of  photographs  recently 
maae  of  her  an.  Helen  by  the  New  York  Times.  There  are" 

..  ive  proofs,  out  only  two  of  which  Folly  wants  finished 

J^ntT.3-  Tr;?*e  1 hav3  marked  ™ the  back.  Six  of  each,  please, 
and  . en  t^ey  are  ready  3end  me  one  copy  of  the  picture  of 
Helen  alone.  °ave  the  rest  until  the  girls  got  back. 

‘-'^ntiiae,  out,  of  the  blue  and  quite  apart  from 
anything  tre  foundations  may  have  in  mind,  an  old  friend 
irom  -rentham  who  is  now  living  at  Pelham  i.anor,  wrote 
i- olly^  say  ing  that  Fisa  holly  Gulon  wanted  to  paint  a portrait 
Os  Helen  ,or  tree.  I had  never  heard  of  her,  but  according  to 
.no  literature  he  send  she  may  be  very  good- -command  private 
showing  before  the  ueen  Mother  at  Buckingham  Palace,  exhibits 
a*  the  Paris  Salon,  the  Royal  Portrait  Society  in  London 
and  the  National  Academy  in  New  York.  Of  course  nothing,  can  be 
non  un.il  a* ter  nelen  and  Polly  get  back  home  and  the  only 
reason  I am  telling  you  about  this  is  to  keep  us  from  getting 
any  wires  crossed.  I have  feelers  out  to  determine  what 
importance  Mss  Ouion  has  in  her  field.  Nothing  should  be 
done  precipitately,  as  you  know.  Even  the  beautiful  dress 
which  gave  rise  to  this  beautiful  idea  may  not  be  the  proper 
costume  for  Helen  to  wear.  The  artist  would  have  to  decide. 


afternoon  I feel  like  something  washed  up  on  the 
Deacr  after  a spell  of  heavy  weather  and  I imagine  you  do  too. 

’ mce  they  had  to  go,  I am  glad  they  are  on  the  way.  1*31  be  in 
touch  with  you. 


Tver  sincerely, 


Ill  Firth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 

rstru:  r y 5,  1955 


Pear  Pr.  KcLoughlin: 


Your  letter  of  January  31 
reac  .ed  Klee  Keller  during  the  last  frantic  days 
of  preparation  for  her  long  journey  to  the  Far 
East  and  she  hadn't  even  time  to  read  it.  As  you 
suggest,  whatever  she  may  have  said  sterns  some- 
what garbled  In  the  report,  but  I don't  know 
r.ny  way  to  get  at  the  truth  of  the  matter  until 
after  her  return  to  her  home  In  Westport,  which 
will  be  late  in  June.  I shall  be  very  Interested 
myself  to  hear  what  she  has  to  say. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Kella  Bractdy  henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Dr.  Ml  11am  G.  FcLoughlin  Jr. 
Pep  rtmert  of  Political  Science 
. rovn  University 
Providence  12 
Rhode  Island 


Y 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  5,  1955 


Dear  Miss  Mack: 


__  Thank  you  for  your  letter.  We  are 

still  gathering  in  pictures  of  Teacher  and  if  we 
need  more  I will  get  in  touch  with  you  about  them. 
Mildred  sent  a lovely  one  of  Teacher  as  a young 
woman.  It  is  quite  brown  with  age,  but  I think  the 
photographers  will  be  able  to  take  care  of  that. 

The  girls  got  off  yesterday  in  a great 
flu  rr y of  pub licity , including  a fine  ad 1 1 or la 1 in 
t-ne  New  York  Tlm^e.  On  the  preceding  Wednesday  Dr 
Stacy,  formerly  with  the  Mayo  Clinic,  gave  them  both 
a thorough  examination  and.  pronounced  them  in  good 
snape  for  the  trip.  Nevertheless,  I know  they  are  tired 
to  begin  with  and  I shall  be  anxious  about  them  until 
they  are  back  home. 


What  you  say  about  leaving  Helen's  letters 
to  me  is  very  interesting.  This  means  that  they  'will 
eventually  go  to  the  Library  of  Congress  along  with 
Helen  s letters  and  papers  and  my  collection  of  Helen 
Kelleriana.  I remember  thr t some  years  ago  you  suggested 
publishing  some  of  the  letters.  At  that  time  I could 
raise  no  interest  in  the  project,  but  now  there  13  some 
t nought  of  Helen's  doing  a syndicated  column,  sav  about 
500  words  long.  The  material  for  it  could  come  to  a large 
extent  from  letters  like  those  you  have  and  from 
articles  that  she  has  written  for  the  OUTLOOK  ’“OR  THS 
BLIND.  She  is  at  present  In  no  mood  even  to  talk  about 
writing,  but  if  all  goes  well  with  her  and  Lolly  l4/f;  & . 1 
think  she  may  look  upon  the  idea  with  favo^^I'’  want 
her  now  and  for  the  rest  of  her  life  to  do  what  she 
wants  to  do,  and  the  one  comfort  about  this  long  trip  is 
that  it  Is  something  she  has  terribly  wanted  to  do. 


x am  sorry  that  your  health  has  not  been 
good,  i-.aybe  the  coming  of  spring  will  help.  I have  no 
suggestions  about  a birthday  gift  for  Helen.  I don't 
even  know  what  to  give  her  myself. 


ith  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Ill  Firth  St.,  Garden  City,  iNew  York 

February  5»  li?55 


Dear  Mrs.  Perl: 


I am  not  sure  whether  Folly 
Thomson  in  the  flurry  of  getting  off  on 
this  long,  long  Journey  had  time  to  *lr.nk 
you  for  the  photograph  a or  Teacher.  Tills 
note  5 a to  let  you  know  that  they  are  here, 
that  they  will  be  taken  care  of,  and  in  time 
returned  to  you. 

N 

\ 

ery  sincerely  yours, 

i ' ■ 

Pella  Braddy  Penney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mrs.  Margaret  A.  Perl 
120  Vest  Heilman  Ava, 
Monterey  Park 
California 
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Ill  I-ifth  3t. , Garden  citv 

February  5,  1955 


New  York 


Dear  lira.  Stovel: 


..  , >lr*a.  Evelyn  Selde  of  the  Am  oilcan 

- oun  .ar.ion  : or  the  Blind  has  turned  over  to  me’  v0ur 

Januar:  20  cone-mine  the  photo  graphs ‘'of 
1 = xlvar.  not  yet  published  which  are  in"  poss-aMon 

of  the  Volta  Bureau.  I should  like  to  see  them  111 
please,  and  if  you  will  send  them  to  oe  at th?  tiove 
adorees,  by  registered  mail,  I will  take  rood  care 
°f  ?nd  return  thes  6-s  soon  as  possible,  also  ’ 

_-7  registered  mall.  Miss  Keller  and  I4i.es  Thomson  both 
appreciate  all  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  this 
matter,  and  so  do  I, 


V ery 


sincerely 


i 

yours, 


fella  Braddy  Penney 
Attorney  for  delen  Keller 

\ 

Mrs.  Laura  Stovel 
The  Volta  Bureau 
1537  35tb  St.  N.W. 

Washington  7 

D.C. 

■ ib 


I 
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Fifth  St.,  Q pden  Cl'f  y , 
February  9,  1955 


”ew  York 


Dear  Krs.  Stovel: 

i ^ . . Ihla  Is  to  let  you  know 

that  the  photographs  of  Helen  Keller  and 
"nne  Sulxlvan  r'acy  have  reached  me  and  I 
am  taking  good  care  of  them.  You  will  hear 
from  me  again  before  long. 


■lth  many  thanks,  I 


am 


arv  sincerely  yours, 


D.rs.  Laura  Ptovel 
The  Volta  Bureau 
1537  35  St.  N.V. 
ashing ton  7 

D.C. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City, 

February  10,  1955 


New  York 


Dearest  lolly, 


, , 1 ara  taking  the  train  in  a few  minutes 

0 2°  ln  lunch  with  Nancy  and  Jimmy  Shute, 

but^  I wanted  first  to  get  off  this  lovely  tribute 
to  Jielen.  It  was  in  last  night's  WORLD  TELEGRAM . 

-1-®  ^olta  Bureau  sent  two  or  three 
per  fee  t ly  beau  1 1 fql  unpublished  photographs  of 
Teacher.  There  is  no  further  news  on  the  Ms.  except 
tna.  they  are  sending  me  the  contract  in  a few 
days.  Ken  is  quite  sick  with  flu  and  out  of  the 
office . 


, , „ hhat  shall  we  talk  about  at  lunch 

today?  What  but  Helen  and  Polly  I 


My  great  love  to  you  both. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
February  11,  1955 


Dear  Mr.  Fisher: 


Thank  you  very  much  for  sending  me  a 
copy  of  the  letter  from  Collier’s  Magazine.  I am  sorry 
to  say  that  the  outlook  for  an  article  of  the  kind  they 
want  Is  not  encouraging.  The  book  on  Mrs.  MaCy  took  so 
much  out  Helen  that  she  is  in  no  mood  to  write  any- 
thing at  all  and  she  will  not  recover  from  thi9  mood 
until  she  is  completely  rested,  if  Indeed  she  recovers 
then.  I think  she  will. 


It  is  quite  impossible  for  her  or  Folly 
to  keep  any  sort  of  diary  or  make  any  sort  of  notes  as 
they  go^  along.  All  their  energies  are  required  for  the 
Job  in  hand . Nelson  Neff  kept  a fine  record  of  their 
schedule  in  South  America  and  this  was  a great  help 
o Helen  ween  she  came  to  write  her  account  of  the  trip 
■ut  nelson  lost  20  pounds  on  this  tour  of  duty.  It  would 
excellent  if  their  various  couriers  on  the  present 
journey  could  keep  track  of  their  engagements  on  paper — 
this  is  the  only  way  I know  that  it  can  be  done. 


-Iso  Helen  XHiKK*HXE®K  (excuse  it 
led se ) contacts  are  so  limited  in  range  that  it  is 
very  uniikely  that  a national  magazine  would  accept 
cr  account  for  publication.  I speak  with  the  voice  of 
experience  because  we  have  played  this  record  before 
on  her  previous  trips.  Magazines  asked  to  see  wh  t she 
wrote,  then  saw  that  its  appeal  was  pretty  well  limited 
to  the  blind  and  the  workers  for  the  blind 


resides  LI  this,  a backlog  of  other 
requests  has  built  up  and  some  of  these,  notably  an 
approach  from  the  Associated  Press  for  a syndicated 
column,  seem  very  promising,  but  now  is  not  the  time 
even  to  discuss  it  with  Helen.  I told  her  about  it, 
but  sne  was  unreceptive.  She  is  too  tired  and  the  less 
tMn’"'y  f'°  her  about  any  literary  project  the  better,  I 


An  article  by  her 
e fine  and  I don’t  say  that  it  is 
that  it  is  improbable. 


for  Collier's  would 
impossible,  only 


All  good  wishes, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  12,  1955 


Dear  Mr.  Dilley: 


Thank  you  for  your  note  and  the 
Interesting  enclosure  about  Kiss  Guion  and  her 
work.  I had  a cable  from  the  girls  after  their 
arrival  in  Glasgow,  They  had  a smooth,  passage  and 
were  spending  a happy  evening  with  Polly's  family. 

Before  they  left  Polly  and  I were 
trying  to  get  hold  of  a photograph  of  the  Tack 
portrait  of  helen  so  that  we  could  refresh  our 
memory  about  it.  I've  had  no  luck  thus  far  and  am 
not  even  sure  where  the  portrait  is  now.  Folly 
said  that  you  might  be  able  to  tell  me.  I hope 
so,  or  at  least  you  can  suggest  a line  of  procedure 
for  me  to  follow. 


vvith  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Arthur  Urbane  Dilley 
524  Pelham  Manor  Road 
Pelham  Manor 
New  York 


Ill  Fifth  3t . , Garden  City,  New  York 
February  21,  1955 


Dear  Van  v.yck, 


Your  letter  and  the  manuscript  both 
arrived  this  morning.  Thank  you. 

I agree  with  you  about  the  sub-title. 

I dallied  with  it  a long  time,  dropped  it,  cut  out 
the  Pallas  Athena  part,  and  finally  let  it  stand 
as  Helen  wrote  it.  It  is  very  Helen,  but  I will 
check  with  Ken  HacCormick  and  others  as  to  bow  they 
feel.  Helen's  grandeur  quite  often  runs  off  into 
grandiosity  an:’,  I question  my  right  to  to  much 
tampering  with  it. 

The  Phantom  image  troubled  Keith  (my 
husband),  but  it  i3  particularly  dear  to  Helen.  The 
manuscript  that  burned  was  nearly  all  Phantom,  so 
mired  up  with  it  in  faci  that  I never  shed  any  tears 
over  its  destruction.  My  personal  feeling  is  that  it 
must  stay  (perhaps  I should  be  saying  "she"  instead 
of  "It"),  but  ag  In  I will  check. 

I should  have  caught  the  errors  that 
you  pointed  out.  I know  as  well  as  the  next  one  that 
illiam  James'  book  is  "Talks  to  Teachers,"  but  since 
1 hadn’t  caught  It  I am  glad  you  did.  o with  the 
other  errors. 


The  great  tribute  to  Teacher  is  of 
course  that  Helen  was  able  to  write  the  book  at  all, 
but  not  many  people  will  realize  this.  I confess  with 
some  degree  of  shame  that  I had  always  been  apprehensive 
bout  the  way  she  would  handle  it,  but  during  the  years 
since  Teacher's  death  she  had  continued  to  develope.  I 
think  she  has  wrought  magnificently  and  I am  very  pleased 
with  your  general  opinion  of  the  manuscript. 

I am  inclosing  the  Double-Crostlc  of 
which  I spoke.  It  Is  a form  of  puzzle  that  I enjoy 
very  much  and  this  one,  as  you  can  see,  had  a special 
Interest  on  two  counts. 


All  good  wishes, 


NOTHING  IMPORTANT  IN  THIS  READ  IT  AT  YOUR  LEISURE 

(What  leisure?) 

Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  21,  1955 


Dearest  Folly, 

Before  this  reaches  you  I hope  to  have  a cable 
on  its  way  about  the  Ladies  Home  Journal  decision  on  Helen's 
manuscript.  Everybody  there  who  bas  read  it  likes  It  very  "much, 
but  Mrs.  Gould  wants  to  read  it  herself.  She  and  her  husband 
are  the  editors  In  chief. 

I was  very  happy  to  see  the  inclosed  picture  of 
Helen  and  Sir  Winston  in  the  Times  because  it  showed  me  that 
you  were  on  schedule.  I hope  the  change  in  your  flight  to  India 
was  no  great  inconvenience.  Be  sure  to  say  No  to  any  additional 
burdens  tnat  people  try  to  lay  upon  you.  You  IXmA,  Helen  are  not  at 
your  best  when  you  are  tired,  no  more  than  anyone  else  is.  But  I 
have  great  confidence  that  you  will  come  through  this  Journey  in 
your  usual  fine  style. 

Don’ t let  anything  about  Arcan  Ridge  worry  you. 

I was  in  touch  with  both  Ann  and  Lillian  last  week.  The'’ real 
estate  business  was  a mare's  nest,  but  it  is  no  wonder  that  they 
were  disturbed,  since  there  have  been  so  many  robberies  in  the 
neighborhood . 

I don't  know  if  they  told  you  about  Sandra.  I have 
felt  for  a long  time  that  you  are  going  to  have  to  put  on  the 
brakes  there.  At  any  rate  she  called  up  Lillian  to  say  that  she 
was  going  to  bring  the  Governor  around  some  day  soon.  Lillian 
said  she  dldn' t,  want  her  to  do  it  without  your  permission,  but 
Sandra  was  so  persistent  that  Ann  called  me.  I told  her  that  I 
thought  she  and  Lillian  ought  to  dig  in  their  heels  and  not  allow 
it  at  all.  Stuart  (he  is  not  quite  as  aggressive  as  Sandra,  but 
he  is  always  right  in  there  with  her)  did  not  allow  Ribicoff  to 
get  the  seat  of  the  Governor's  chair  warm  before  he  approached  him 
about  the  Helen  Heller  Museum.  Ann  and  Lillian  didn’t  know  anything 
about  this  and  I told  them  that  it  would  be  disastrous  to  the  plan 
to  bring  the  Governor  into  a a house  where  everything  was  either 
covered  up  or  put  away.  Ann  said  she  would  call  Sandra  and  I think 
everything  is  all  right  now.  I don't  mind  how  much  the  Grummons 
are  snubbed — they  stick  their  necks  out  and  ask  for  it — but  I do 
mind  terribly  when  Helen  is  involved,  as  was  the  case  with  the 
Bowleses.  And  if  there  is  any  embarrassment  about  this  present 
situation  Helen  i3  of  course  brought  into  it.  I hope  there  will 
not  be.  Both  Grummons  have  come  to  regard  you  both  as  their 
special,  personal  property.  They  don't  have  enough  to  do  to  keep 
themselves  occupied,  especially  now  that  the  children  are  not  at 
home,  and  they  are  going  to  close  in  on  you  as  far  as  you  allow 
it.  Lillian  and  Ann  will  not  permit  them  to  get  away  with  anything 
during  your  absence  and  if  Sandra  approaches  me  I shall  tell  her 
that  I think  it  would  be  a good  idea  If  she  minded  her  own 
business. 


Rthel  Clark  called  one  day  last  week  to  ask  Katharine 
Conant  and  me  to  come  In  and  have  lunch  with  her.  Ve  couldn't 
make  a date  then  because  I was  In  the  middle  of  a bout  with 
Intestinal  flu,  but  we  shall  see  her  before  long,  visa  also 
wrote  and  I hope  to  see  her  too  before  we  leave  town. 

I am  In  brisk  correspondence  with  Rebecca  Hack,  poor  girl. 

She  Is  very  anxious  to  have  me  h;  ve  loubleday's  photograph 
some  of  her  pictures  of  Helen  and  Teacher,  but  we  shan't  need 
them.  I have  three  from  the  Volta  Bureau  thr.  t are  perfectly 
beautiful.  None  has  been  published.  No  decision  has  been  reached 
as  to  how  many  Illustrations  will  be  used,  but  this  should 
cone  up  soon. 

. ancy  has  dismissed  ^ltelson  and  now  has  the  film  back  In 
her  own  hands  and  will  devote  herself  to  it  entirely  for  the 
next  few  months.  Buddy  Is  going  to  Greece  this  summer  and  this 
will  leave  her  free.  Undoubtedly  there  has  been  mismanagement 
about  the  distribution,  as  hancy  now  recognizes.  is  Kacy  (I  saw 
her  and  Kit  the  day  I had  lunch,  with  Nancy  and  Shuts)  thinks 
that  the  big  market  lies  in  the  16-millimeter  field  Instead  of 
the  big  36-mlllitoatar  field.  The  money  would  come  in  slowly  because 
not  so  much  can  be  charged  for  each  rental,  but  It  will  come.  I 
agree  entirely  with  this. 

Just  at  this  moment  the  mail  arrived  and  with  it  a letter 
from  Van  Wyck  about  the  manuscript.  I give  a few  quotes:  "I 
found  it  extremely  moving  and  touching. . .It  strikes  me  as  an 
elegy  rather  than  a tribute.  But  all  in  all,  it  is  a very  winning 
story."  Ke  had  a few  criticisms.  He  does  not  like  the  subtitle, 
thinks  it  too  grandiose.  I agree  with  him  on  this.  He  does  not 
like  the  Phantom  image.  Keith  didn't  like  it  either,  but  I felt 
that  it  was  extremely  Important  to  Helen — you  remember  that  the 
first  manuscript  was  nearly  all  "Phantom."  I am  inclined  to  let 
it  stand.  The  other  Items  are  not  worth  bringing  to  your  attention. 
He  ends  his  letter:  "On  the  whole,  I think  it  is  a lovely  book." 

rs.  Davidson  will  be  back  Wednesday,  full  of  beans  I hope, 
r.iss  I.,oges  has  not  yet  finished  the  manuscript,  but  it  shouldn't 
be  long  now.  And  of  course  I shall  want  a cable  from  Helen  as  soon 
as  she  has  read  it. 

I was  not  at  all  surprised  at  Helen's  opinion  of  Garbo  as 
presented  in  the  LITE  articles.  What  did  astonish  me  very  much 
indeed  was  that  Helen  had  told  Nancy  that  Garbo  reminded  her  of 
Teacher  1 1 1 I don't  know  what  she  could  ever  have  read  to  give 
her  that  idea. 

Kit's  play  opens  day  after  tomorrow  and  I expect  to  see  it 
next  week  with  the  friend  who  is  studying  at  Columbia  University. 

I wish  you  and  Helen  could  be  with  us. 

You  are  both  on  my  mind  all  the  time.  I go  to  bed  at  night 
and^vake  up  in  the  morning  th  nking  of  you.  And  needless  to  say 
my  love  is  with  you  wherever  you  are — this  always, 


lil  Pit  tli  ot. , Oar'd en  City.  New  York 
February  23,  1955 


Dear  Mr.  Dilley, 


Thank  you  for  your  letter. 

I am  writing  to  the  Fogg  useurr;  this 
morning.  I remember  that  I liked  the  portrait 
very  much , out  it  was  made  a good  many 
years  ago  and  I agree  with  you  that  the 
time  has  coo.^-  for  another. 

Tiie  girls  are  In  Bombay 
this  morning  and  all  seems  well.  I nave 
had  cables  and  letters,  all  of  which  have 
been  reassuring,  but  I shall  be  uneasy 
until  they  are  back  at  home  in  Connecticut. 

litn  all  good  wishes  and 

many  thanks,  I am 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Arthur  Urbane  Dilley 
524  Felham  Manor  Road 
Pelham  Manor,  ew  York 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 

February  23,  1955 


Dear  sirs: 

"ould  It  bo  possible  for  me  to 
obtain  a photograph  of  the  portrait  of 
Helen  Seller  by  Augustus  r ack?  I believe 
that  X Iss  Killer  had  one,  but  it  v/is  des- 
troyed in  the  fire  that  consumed  her  home 
in  1946.  I shall  of  course -be  very  happy 
to  meet  any  expense  that  nay  be  involved. 


Very  truly  ^ours, 


Nolle.  Eraddy  h annoy 
Attorney  for1  nelen  teller 


The  Fogg  Museum 
Boston,  lasaachusetts 


Ill  L f th  t»,  Ga.rden  City, 
February  26,  1955 


New  York 


ear  Aen, 


UBfid 

s'.)  re 
Home 
1902 
Dead" 


I don't  know  whether  an  English  magazine  ever 
° lVy  Lirf  or  no*»  ’out  I am  reasonably 
th  t Ooo--  t>  ouselceeplng  n ver  lid—  it  y.<.s  T’no  Ladles 

U WK9n  U Was  «•*.  buck  around 
or  1913.  But  in  1938,  un  er  the  title  "3he  lo  liot 

, °.  h beekeeping  ran  sn  article  taken  from  Helen 


Keller's  Journal  which  you  brought  out  the  same  year  I 
Say^eierof8  19  ^ th#  holp  1 tiBn  Civ  and  its  vaiue 


,,n,  . . r^f  ieBf  er  cp nu script  Is  now  in  Braille  end 

,.i""  “ r ' Vifli ting  or  Helen  at  ysore  when  she  reaches 
c.er©  on  >. arch  13  for  a two -weeks  holiday,  X shall  expect 
a eaole  from  her  shortly  afterwards. 


_ ...  _ IT_don‘t  ;inow  whut  y°ur  plans  are  for  the  format 

o li in  -G&ct  &r  hook,  tout  I bo.vo  Ecr&tohl ad  &rojnd  to 
collect  photographs  and  have  two  or  three  quite  charming 
ones  whii.h  have  never  been  published.  Let  me  know  if  and 
w^-en  you  would  like  them.  And  let  me  know  what  the  Ladies 
ome  Journal  decides  about  publishing  it.  There  are  some 

° ’ oier5  s notations  for  which  I think  rai  rint  permissions 

may  have  to  be  obtained. 


by  the 


I 

flu. 


wee  sorry  to  learn  that  you 
■o  was  l dammit . 


had  rear,  knocked  out 


•-  er  yours, 


Ill  Fifth  ~t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
arch  1,  1955 


ear  Hr.  Boone, 


Your  letter  January  3 1 
requesting  ar  autographed  copy  of  Flos 
Helen  teller's  H >RY  < MY  LIFE  reached 
tne  only  this  morning.  Ml  s Keller  Is  now 
In  India  and  will  not  return  to  this 
country  for  some  months.  No  mall  is  tring 
forwarded  to  her,  hut  your  letter  will  be 
placed  in  the  file. 


•ery  truly  yours, 


ella  Eraddy  IT^nnoy 
Attorney  for  Helen  Kell 


r.  1 ‘nay  Hoone 
POB  562 
Erin 

Tennessee 


Ill  Fifth  St. , 
'•‘arch  1,  1955 


Garden  City,  New  York 


Coar  Ken, 


• i . *s  a pitiful  little  group  of  pictures  nn 

considered,  but  some  of  them  1 think  are  charming 

IlSari'1^ometf-e,Volta  ?**•  wo  on  loan  t0  »>'  froifusl-n’ 8 

r»  rom  the  Volta  Bureau  and  from  a woman  In  California. 


has 


.r  u _ ess  •1o  not.  tell  the  whole  story.  Brown  ^ros 
on«  o - .elen  and  Teacher  years  ago  at  Niagara  Falls*  one 
taken  in  Dalveen,  cotland,  and  one  in  Glasgow  when’hei-n 
received  a degree  from  the  University  thereV 

Culver  Service  has  one  that  Is  out  t « a nr*  a n-r  t.i _ t 
and  Teacher  together,  probably  around  191^.  ' 0n 

~ Nfy  'ork  Times  is  excellent  for  recent  pictures 

_ V01fn  a?d  i011^*  but  thc-  ones  of  Teacher  are  so  retouched 

them  before111  thy  sti&SJly*  elen  and  Polly  and  I talked  about 
inbl-v  away  ar“’  should  all  three  be  very 

fy  ° 4thfRe  were  Used*  1 believe  that  at  krcan 
Ald0e  there  is  a picture  of  Polly  alone  as  a young  woman  abo-t 

i dug  out  lHnnt0  thSm’  1 think  1 be6ab?r?o  h^e 

cour^'  If  ?°H  "se  a nuMrt5*r  of  Pictures  there  should  of 

the  ones  at  * ls  already  ^miliar  with  some  of 

th©  Times  and  i believe  that  she  knows  that  Kr. 

‘HI lam  f reese  is  the  one  to  get  in  touch  with. 

Jnderwood  and  Underwood  has  nothing.  I tried  there. 


home  one 
going  after— 211  . 


said  that  Bettman  Archive 
57.  This  I have  not  done. 


might  be  worth 


sheet. 


J'-n-  cu’t  :now  what  might  be  unearthed  in  Boston, 
i I.’,  put  the  quotes  from  Van  Wyck  on  a separate 


Tver  yours, 


Ill  Fifth  3t . , Garden  Ci+y,  Now  York 

March  1955 


Dear  .Mss  Loges, 


To  put  your  mind  at  rest  at 
once  * bo”t  the  Braille  manuscript,  It  has 
boon  round  and  Is  nov  en  route  to  Mysore, 
India,  wr  •’re  Isa  Keller  vlll  h&ve  a week  or 
so  of  rest  during  which  time  she  can  road  it. 

I reel  exactly  ?s  you  do 
about  Mias  teller  * a book  and  I think  you 
expru used  11  very  beaut lfull  when  you  said 
it  was  an  If  sho  were  talking  to  you.  I have 
been  so  close  to  her  for  so  many  years  that  It 
Is  difficult  for  re  to  trust  my  Judgment  about 
the  things  she  does,  but  I think  tho  book  Is 
magnificent  and  I am  happy  to  knew  that  you 
like  It  so  much. . 

1 1th  many  thanks  and  with 
renewed  goo'  wishes,  I am 

incernly  yours. 


. . i " s 1 ::a  Log  s 
158-1?  Hanford  Ave. 
Flushing  58 
New  York 


Ill  Fifth  ft., 
March  ?,  1955 


Garden  City 


Dearest  Polly, 


1 telephoned  the  Crunr.ons  3.3  soon  as  your 
cable  came.  Ftue.rt  was  out  and  I talked  with  Sandra  Che 
wanted  to  be  sure  that  you  had  had  Stuart's  letter 
explaining  the  situation  and  I said  that  I assumed  that  you 
ha.,  since  r_s  letter  had  been  addressed,  to  Bombay  and  th^+'n 
were,  she  accepted  your  decision  in  good  part  and 

th«td?hi  f °n  lv  ;incuf?!  th*  thinfi  with  her,  but  X do  think 
that  the  terms  that  are  drawn  up  must  be  very  carefully 

cons_oered  from  many  angles.  For  instance  you  would  want 
some  kind  of  guarantee  from  the  State  as  to  upkeep  and  some 
study  should  be  made  of  other  homes  that  hare  become 
museums,  the  cost  of  thRSrmEipkmKp  maintaining  them,  etc  etc 

" sefi  no  hurr7 • 1 expect  you  and  Hal on  to  live  in  the  house 
f,°r  "iany  years  to  come,  but  even  if  you  conked  out  tomorrow 
■■ '\e  museum  plan  would  not  conk  cut  with  you. 

, 1+>1  Within  a day  or  two  I shall  sign  the  contract 

v,lth  houbleday  s for  Helen’s  book.  She  will  get  a f2500 
advance,  10  per  cent  royalty  on  the  first  5000  sold  and  I've 
forgotten  just  what  the  scale  is  from  here  on  up,  but 
Doubleday  3 is  tremendously  enthusiastic.  Mrs.  Gould  of 
the  Ladies  Home  Journal  has  been  out  of  town  and  so  the 
decision  there  has  not  yet  come  through.  Ken  is  very 
confident,  but  I never  count  on  anything  like  this  until  it 
is  definite.  0 trier  magazines  have  approached  him  for  it 
and  the  man  who  handles  rights  outside  the  United  States 
is  most  optimistic.  But  let's  not  count  on  any  of  this  until 
it  comes  through. 


this  point.  I Interrupted  myself  to 
telephone  Mrs.  Davidson.  She  has  been  in  touch  with  Lillian 
every  day  and  is  going  up  to  Arcan  Ridge  tomorrow.  Ghe  says 
all  is  well  in  all  directions.  Ghe  has  sent  ice  a few  letters 
to  answer.  Nothing  important. 

Katharine  Conant  and  I had  lunch  yesterday 
with  Ethel  Clark.  Very  pleasant.  We  drank  to  you  and  Helen 
an',  talked  about  how  much  we  loved  you  and  Ethel  said  she 
didn  t think  you  and  Helen  realized  how  much  Eddie  loved 
you.  I was  pleased  that  Eddie  during  the  election  had  gone 
into  New  Jersey  to  help  with  the  Case  campaign,  lie  was  in 
Washington  yesterday,  due  back  this  morning.  The  Gearies 
were  also  due  today.  Sally  i3  not  well. 

Afterwards  Katharine  and  I went  to  see  the 
Romeo  and  Juliet,  that  was  filmed  in  Italy.  It  was  almost 


smothered  under  scenery  and  the  text  was  so  chopped  up 
that  a lot  of  the  poetry  was  lost,  but  Romeo  waB 
wonderful,  the  only  good  Romeo  I have  ever  seen,  and  I 
wished  that  you  and  Helen  were  there  with  me. 


Kit's  play  h d on  t.he  whole  rather  br-.d  r views 
except  for  her  own  performance.  I'll  write  you  after 
1 have  seen  It  on  v*arch  12. 

Van  ’.vyck  and  I have  been  having  o_uite  a lively 
correspondence . lie  has  just  about  finished  his  book"  on 
Helen,  ^ulte  .short,  he  says,  and  of  course  he  doesn't, 
intend  to  go  on  with  plans  for  publishing  until  after 
Helen  has  approved  it, 

The  photograph  of  Helen  and  Nehru  has  been  published 
in  many  papers,  including  the  Times.  It  is  very  beautiful. 
Helen  looks  wonderful  and  Nehru  has  that  sweet  expression* 
that  he  used  to  have  in  the  photographs  taken  of  him  and 
Gandhi . 

I'll  be  glad  when  I know  that  you  are  in  Mysore. 

You  won't  get.  complete  rest,  but  it  ought  to  be  a little 
better  than  what  you  have  been  going  through.  I had 
another  letter  from  Bert  about  the  happy  time  he  had  with 
you  and  all  the  goings-on.  I will  write" to  him  before 
long. 

i lease  take  as  much  care  of  yourselves  as  vou 
possibly  oan.  j.  don' t like  to  write  you  often  because 
I knovj  you  don't  have  time  for  letters  and,  as  I said 
before,  I'll  cable  if  anything  important  comes  up. 

<vy  love  alwavfl, 

• ¥ 9 


~.d.  rise  hoges  loved  Helen's  book.  "It  in  Just 
as  if  Miss  Keller  were  talking  to  me,"  she  said. 


Ill  fifth  It,,  Garden  Ci+v,  New  York 
March  6,  1955 


■ear  Krlc, 


new  port 
Grand  Ce 
March  22 
to  paint 
ahnl  rer  e 
I know  :: 
1 think 
a poo 3 h 


the  other  day  that  fifteen 
are  to  he  exhibited  at 
if  Vanderbilt  Jh  < . . froa 
the  woman  who  has  of'ered 


I saw  in  the  pacer 
rails  by  Molly  Gulon 
ntral  Art  Gel  lerlf-c , 
to  April  2.  This  is 

elen  for  free  and  if  sv  a i«  as  roo d as  er 

!|  elen  o ■’  1 to  -'fro,  t the  of£#jp 
ot;  irp  ''boot  ics  Cuion'e  quality  myself  / but 
everyone  interested  in  the  portrait  ought  to  t.»ke 
ard  3 ook  at  this  exhibit. 


i o.l*2;  has  sent  me  some  clippings  from  the 
Indian  press.  Would  you  like  then?  Helen  looks 
well  and  happy,  but  of  course  th 
heat  t rouble  some  and  I'll  be 
little  respite  ^ron  it.  They 


and  I loved  the  picture  of  him  end  Helen. 


very 

5y  are  finding  the*" 
glad  when  they  have  a 
loved  Aehru,  as  expected. 


A 1 1 goo d wishes,  n s a 1 va y s , 


Ill  x'l'Tth  St.,  Gr'en  City,  ' ew  York 
March  7,  1955 


ear  k^n. 


er^wlth  the  con:  r!  c s. 


•>  M iflatlons: 


9.  Insert  author's  consent  with  rep  rfl  to 
co ndeneec  or  ahridped  reprint  versions. 

lAe.  Strike. 

16.  Strike. 


■'Ver  yours, 


Mr.  Ken  i-.cCorxlcic 
Pouhleday  4 Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  ' vo. 

New  York  22,  N'.Y . 


Ill  Fifth  St., 

March  9,  19  55 


Garden  City,  New  York 


Dearest  Polly, 

The  Ladles  Home  Journal  finally  turned 
down  Helen’s  manuscript.  This  is  a great  disappointment, 
especially  since  they  asked  for  It  In  the  first  place, 
hut  remember  that  they  turned  down  Van  Wyck’a  arllcls 
and  think  how  much  attention  It.  got.  Ken  thinks  the 
decision  fairly  unimportant,  ile  says,  "I  would  not  he 
disturbed  whether  or  not  there  in  a major  magazine 
offer  on  this  hook;  their  tastes  are  pretty  capricious. 

e’ve  had  some  thundering  successes  sales-wise  and 
review-wise  that  the  magazines  passed  up."  His  own 
belief  in  it  is  expressed  in  the  size  of  the  advance. 

I am  having  Mrs.  -avidson  put  it  in  a separate  account 
so  th  t it  doesn't  get  swallowed  up  in  regular  house- 
hold expenses.  A nice  plump  sum;  f'2500. 

The  press  cii.  pings  you  have  sent  are 
very  interesting,  hut  frightening.  "Smothered"  seems  to 
he  the  word.  It  comforts  me  to  think  that  a month  of 
the  trip  Is  behind  you  and  I hope  you  will  have  cooler 
weather  for  the  rest  of  it. 

Mrs.  -avidson  keeps  close  tabs  on 
Arcen  Pldge  and  reports  that  everything  is  fine.  I 
haven't  much  news . Katharine  Conont  has  just  returned 
from  four  or  five  restful  hays  In  Atlantic  City,  Keith 
goes  to  Washington  -unday  r.jgh+. , hut  ’sill  he  away  for 
only  a,  couple  of  days,  vie  ere  tugging  at  the  leash  to 
get  away  to  New  Hampshire , hut  the  road  won't  he 
ready  for  us  until  some  time  early  in  Kay . 

I think  of  you  both  day  and  night  and 
follow  you  every  Inch  of  tbs  way. 

My  love,  my  love,  my  love,  and 


Keith's  too. 


Ill  FlMh  It.,  Garden  City,  K.Y 
March  14,  1955 


Dear  ' lss  'teichen: 


I an  returning  the  signed  contracts 
for  TEAC'-. -7R  and  1 am  also  sending  along  a letter  which 
I believe  should  go  to  Chris  J ollard,  but  I a®  not  sure. 


The  manuscript  arrived  Saturday, 
any  thanks.  And  tnanks  for  your  adjective  "wonderful." 
I am  relaying  It  to  ^elen  Keller. 


"incereiy  yours, 


Mas  Kate  oteichen 
Foubleday  &,  Co.  Inc. 
575  adlson  Ave. 

New  York  22 
N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  3t.{  Garden  City,  New  York 
March  14,  1955 


Gear  Ken, 


About  the  permissions  for  elen's  book: 

Page  151.  0 Spirit,  etc.  is  from  "Grieve  Not  for 

Eeauty , Fitter  Bynner. 

'^ge  131.  "The  green  earth  tilts,"  etc.  is  from 
’ Morning  Song  from  ’Senlin,’"  Conrad  i iken. 

Both  these  are  so  short  that  1 don't  knov.  whether 
you  will  need  permission  or  not.  At  any  rate  they  are  the 
only  ones  among  her  numerous  . notations  from  poetry  ror  which 
you  may  need  it. 

M rages  206-209.  Beginning  "In  the  winter..."  through 

gleamed  as  star  dust..."  is  largely  taken  from  an  article 
of  nelen’s  which  appeared  in  the  New  York  Times  Xagazlne, 

Jan.  6,  1946. 

■ages  103-115.  The  letters  from  Teacher  a;  -eared  in 
"Anne  Sullivan  Mrcy,"  but  I think  acknowledgement  here 
unnecessary . 

Pages  116-117.  This  translation  of  Romain  Holland’ 3 
open  letter  to  President  ' ilson  was  printed  in  an  unidentified 
newspaper  which  Teacher  r n across  in  Puerto  Rico.  It  is  not 
one  of  th*>  well  known  translations,  nor  one  of  the  best.  Rvery- 
hody  who  could  read  French  translated  it  when  it  first  came  out. 
I ha^e  not  been  able  to  locate  this  one,  but  I shouldn't  think 
there  would  be  any  difficulty  about,  it.’ 


About  photographs:  Gome  of  the  most  beautiful  ones 
ever  made  of  ..el en  were  taken  by  karsh.  A good  selection  of 
them  were  published  in  "Coronet7'  in  April,  1949.  None  of  them 
I think  has  appeared  in  a book.  And,  as  I told  you,  the  early 
pictures  that  have  be  n used  and  reused  may  be  had  from  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  Vest* 16  St. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 

March  PI,  1955 


Doar  Mr.  Leavitt: 

I send  you  my  deepest 
thanks  for  the  photograph  of  the  Augustus 
Tack  portrait  of  Helen  Keller.  I mis3 
the  color  of  course,  but  tho  picture  is 
as  I remember  it,  luminous  and  beautiful. 
These  qualities  carry  over  In 'the  black 
and  white  and  I am  very  happy  with  this 
copy. 


Sincerely  yours, 

■ (Nella  Braddy  Henney) 


Mr.  Thomas  Leavitt 
Fogg  Art  Museum 
Harvard  University 
Cambridge  33 
Massachusetts 

\ 

« * 


y 


% 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Mr-rch  24,  1955 


Dear  Ken, 


Many  thanks  for  your  letter.  There  will  be  no 
argument  about  the  payment  for  the  foreword.  I'll  leave 
it  to  you.  I want  to  make  it  as  short  as  possible.  A long 
one  would  be  topheavy. 

For  the  last  few  days  I have  been  chasing 
the  girls  all  over  south  India  with  cables  and  have 
Just  located  them  at  Ootacamund,  an  off-schedule  stop. 
Helen  has  okayed  the  manuscript,  but  is  writing  me  a 
letter  about  it.  I must  wait  for  that,  then  I will 
transfer  all  corrections  to  the  copy  you  sent  me  and 
return  it  to  you.  Tome  time  next  week,  I should  Judge. 

Ever  yours, 


f'-r.  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  & Co. 
575  Madison  Ave. 
New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  1,  1955 


Dear  r.  Maynard: 


You  must  have  been  startled  by 
my  telegram  yesterday.  I am  not  a bookseller,  though 
I am  sure  It  must  hove  sounded  like  It.  Miss  Keller 
asked  me  before  she  left  for  India  to  buy  copies  for 
her  when  It  was  ready.  I think  now  that  I was 
probably  unreasonable  to  ask  for  so  many  because  for 
your  own  sake  you  need  as  wide  distribution  as 
possible.  I am  still  more  than  ready  to  stand  by  the 
order,  but  wouldn't.  It  be  better  if  you  sent  me,  say 
twenty  of  the  hard  cover  copies  of  THE  CONG  OF  THE 
STONE  WALL,  with  my  guarantee  that  I will  take  all  th  t 
are  left  up  to  the  number  of  fifty  copies.  Also  you 
might  send* me  two  only  of  the  paper-backed  copies  with 
my  further  guarantee  that  I will  take  up  to  ten  of 
these  If  so  many  are  left. 

I am  very  pleased  about  this  reprint. 

With  all  good  wishes, 


Nella  Braddy  Penney 


r.  errlil  ayn-rd 
143  eshlngton  St. 
Taunton,  Mass. 


ArJlli2*hl9^’  GardSn  City»  New  York 


Dearest  Polly, 


happy,  you 
this  makes 
your  blind 
else.  DON'T 
Is  already 
last  straw 
approaches 


/o  > r x.^tter  f roin  Oot.yM  m&d©  mo  v©ry 
sounded  so  relaxed.  Only  trouble  Is  that 
you  vulnerable  to  people  who  slip  up  on 
side  and  ask  you  and  Helen  to  do  somethin* 
m IT.  This  bothers  Erie  too.  Your  schedule 
s?"eeyy  that  you  could  easily  pick  up  the 
without  meaning  to.  EE  FIRM,  no  matter  who 
you  or  what  he  wants  to  give  or  take. 


-elen  s degree  from  Harvard  will  be  the 
- ^lveT3  to  a woman  arid  In  some  ways  I think  it 

''lrXl  _®  greatest  honor  she  has  ever  received.  Kor° 
t.  ■ n 300  years  draisiicith®cinet:  of  tradition  down  the  hatch' 
They  were  very  stuffy  when  Stuart  and  Robert  approached* 

* ' . :i'  J ;?st  year  and  I don  t.  know  who  was  responsible  for  it 
this  year.  I believe  and  hope  that  It  Is  a spontaneous 
tribute.  I hate  solicited  honors.  It.  is  not  customary 
for  tne  recipient  of  a degree  of  this  kind  to  make  a 
speech  and  I fblnk  all  that  will  be  reaulred  of  Helen 
is  to  look  rested  and  vital  and  beautiful.  Keith  welcomes 
her  with  all  his  heart  to  the  brotherhood  of  Harvard  men'. 


reacher  goes  to  Ken  tomorrow,  the  final 
iiS*  lt  published  this  fall.  I will  let.  you  ' now 
the  date  when  I know  it. 


'The  Song  of  the  Stone  Wall"  is  reavdy  and 
I am  buying  at  ^east  twenty  copies,  maybe  more.  The  edition 
is  small  and  I may  not  be  able  to  get  more.  But  however 
many  I can  get  will  be  mine  and  Keith's  gift  to  helen  for 
her  birthday.  There  is  something  timeless  about  the  little 
book,  helen  can  send  it  to  the  friends  she  has  met  who 
appreciate  poetry . 


Nancy  and  I went  to  see  the  Molly  Guion 
portraits  and  they  seemed  to  us  both  very  fine.  V<e  don't 
know  any  one  better,  but  of  course  this  should  not  be  the 
Foundation  gift  since  Miss  Guion  is  offering  to  do  11  free. 
I have  wondered  about  the  Foundation  buying  that  bust  of 
Jo  s with  the  Viands  uplifted  instead  of  doing  the  portr  it. 
Not  to  send  it  to  Arcan  Ridge,  but  to  keep  It  in  the  Helen 
Keller  room.  There  won't  be  time  for  the  portrait  and  there 
would  he  time  for  tnls.  You  might  suggest  it  to  Eric. 

Nancy  and  I had  lunch  at  the  Club  end  drank 

to  our  dear  wandering  girls.  We  both  looked  lonesome  and  so 


did  May  and  3am.  Afterwards  Katharine  Conant  Joined  me 
and  we  went  to  the  matinee  of  "The  D rk  Is  Light  Enough," 
my  second  time.  It  Is  a very  beautiful  play  and  I have 
never  seen  finer  acting  than  Katharine  does  in  some  of 
the  scenes.  I had  been  afr  id  she  would  make  the 
Countess  too  noble,  but^dn't.  She  played  with  wit 
and  humor,  never  taking  herself  too  seriously,  and  the 
passages  that  had  been  murky  to  me  when  I read  it  were 

rll  mace  clear.  There  was  one  very  bad  bit  of  casting 

the  part  of  the  girl — and  flancy  blames  Guthrie  for  that. 
Except  for  this  I think  the  play  might  well  have  been 
a commerical  triumph,  in  addition  to  its  other  virtues. 

I could  se°  It  again.  ->-lt  asked  me  to  come  the  second 
time  as  her  guest,  but  I went  ahead  and  bought  the  tickets 
myself.  She  didn't  like  it  and  if  I go  the  third  time  I 
will  accept  the  tickets  from  her.  And  oh,  how  I wish  you 
and  Helen  could  see  it  I 

^ancy  and  '.it  ran  off  a special  screening  of  "The 
Unconquered'’  for  Flagst' d.  I went  and  was  so  gl°d  to  see 
it  again.  I could  look  at  it  with  lees  emotional 
intensity  than  when  it  was  new.  It  stands  up.  It  is  a 
picture  for  ell  time  > nd  never  let  yourself  forget  it,. 

I am  convinced  that  it-  will  find  its  audience.  Jimmy 
Ghute  was  there,  his  second  time,  and  he  liked  it  better 
than  the  first  time  and  he  liked  it  very  much  then. 

Flagstad  was  speechless.  Nancy  said  she  caught  her  wrist 
when  it  vqb  over  and  nearly  broke  it,  she  was  so  moved. 
Tyrone  Power  and  the  two  charming  young  Fulbright 
fellows  who  went  with  me  were  also  deeply,  deeply  xo' ed. 

uite  by  chance  I straightened  out  the  belen-Gnrbo 
business  Wen  I was  looking,  up  a date  in  " elsn  Keller's 
Journal."  Hel°n  saw  Garbo  in  "Camille"  not  very  long 
after  Teacher's  death  and  it  was  Marguerite  Gautier  in 
the  film  and  not  Grbo  who  reminded  her  of  Teacher.  Very 
easy  for  ^ancy  to  misunderstand. 

Ann  has  finished  her  dress  of  the  "cottlsh  plaid 
(I  think  I mean  tartan)  and  she  says  we  won't  any  of  us 
believe  how  good  she  looks  in  it  with  t:  e pin  you  gave 
her  on  her  shoulder.  She  calls  the  pin  the  Crown  Jewel. 

The  Yalta  fex  affair  is  terribly  complicated.  Roosevelt 
did  lie  ebout  it,  but  he  was  so  ill  that  he  was  hardly 
responsible.  Eisenhower  hss  been  wonderful,  not  making 
any  political  capital  out  of  it  himself  and  insofar  ns  he 
could  prevent  it  not  allowlnfeg  anyone  else  to.  e never 
has  played  ducks  and  drakes  with  peace,  that's  one  thing 
that  con  b°  said  for  him.  I dislike  Dulles  as  intensely 
as  you  do.  o self-righteous,  to  mention  only  one  of 
his  m ny  shortcomings,  ke  have  some  good  men  in  the 
Senate--'  eorge  nd  Fulbright  for  lnnt.nnce--but  not  ns 
many  aB  I should  like. 


I did  not  mean  to  start  another  sheet  of  paper, 
but  here  I go.  I'd  like  to  tell  you  all  about  the 
perfectly  fascinating  trip  that  Keith  and  I had 
yesterday  when  we  drove  down  the  island  to  the  Brookhaven 
Laboratory  where  such  wonderful  things  are  going  on  in 
atomic  restsearch,  but  that  can  wait. 

I forgot  to  tell  you  that  Nancy  said  that  Dick  Wood 
is  going  to  Paris  on  business  before  long.  I should  say 
that  this  indicates  that  he  is  doing  very  well  and  I 
know  that  "The  Unconquered"  has  been  a great  help  to  him 
in  his  career. 

Spring  is  here,  busting  out  in  all  directions,  even 
with  butterflies.  I know  Arcan  Ridge  must  be  coming  to 
life  with  all  sorts  of  beauties  and  I wish  you  and  Helen 
were  there  to  3ee  them. 

I do  my  best  to  push  you  both  out  of  my  mind,  but 
you  won't  go.  How  I long  to  see  you'. 


Love,  love,  love, 


F.S.  I shall  try  very  herd  to  see  you  in  Cambridge'. 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  Mew  York 

April  3,  1955 


Dear  Sen, 


Here  13  Helen's  manuscript.  Very  few  corrections. 

1 take  It  that  the  title  page  which  come  to  vith 
this  copy  was  devised  to  go  out  to  the  magazines.  At  any  rate 
"More  Memoirs"  as  a subtitle  won't  do  for  the  book.  I don't 
like  iielen' s original  subtitle  either  (a  good  many  people 
besides  Van  h’yck  have  stalled  on  it)  and  I am  sending  an 
alternate,  haybe  someone  in  the  office  can  think  of  a better 
one.  Helen's  quotation  for  the  title  page  should  st:nd.  It 
might  save  you  and  her  a certain  amount  of  correspondence  if 
the  source  is  given  (It  is  from  the  Epistle  Dedicatory  of 
"Pan  and  Superman")  but  Shaw's  name  or  even  his  intitials 
would  be  enough  and  I think  the  looks  of  the  title  page  should 
be  the  determining  factor  on  this  point. 

Helen  wants  the  chapters  run  together — that  is,  do 
not  begin  each  one  on  a flew  page. 

I am  sending  along  a photograph  of  Polly  tkken 
a number  of  ye--rs  ago.  It  may  not  be  any  good  to  you,  but  at 
le«st  it  is  in  key  with  the  best  of  those  you  already  have. 

On  the  Karsh  pictures.  Those  representing  the  great 
doom  of  blindness  are  stunning  as  symbols,  but  they  are  not 
Helen.  The  arrangement  and  gestures  are  pure  Karsh  and  I should 
not  like  to  see  one  of  this  type  in  the  book.  I'd  like  to  okay 
the  final  selection  if  I may. 

The  present  draft  of  my  'poreword  is  about  12  type- 
written pages.  Too  long  I think.  I'll  go  over  it  again  this 
week,  then  let  it  simmer  a while. 

I'll  be  around  for  about  a month  before  t- king  off 
for  Mew  Hampshire.  I'll  let  you  know  when  I leave. 


Fver  yours, 


r.  en  i-.cCormlck 
Doubleday  A Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

Mew  York  22 


1.1 1 Fifth  3t.,  Garden  Gily.  'j.y, 
April  6,  1955 


Dear  l r.  Kaynard: 


I am  inclosing  my  chock  for  1^0  in 
payment  '’o’-  the  copies  of  V.  f SONG  OF  'Hr  fir.N  ’ t"  ; , 
In?  hoc  ■*,-?.  r -rived  shortly  after  I received  your  latte 
and  x think-  they  i re  ch-  rming.  it  vise  s pe rticu-* arly 
happy  to  make  the  release  date  June  ?7. 

1 don’t  know  whs t your  plane  -re 
for  distribution,  hut  It  has  occurred  to  me  t"  t 
the  t.elen  a oil  or  Sh’-lne  In  ty  scumble.,  Alabama,  might 
furnish  on  outlet  for  some  of  them — tourists  night 
want  to  buy  copies,  hr.  Dewey  b'ilson,  as  you  no  doubt 
know,  is  in  charge  there. 


it.h  all  good  wishes,  I am 


incersly  yours, 


hr.  Merrill  y.aynard 
148  ashington  Gt. 
Taunton 
Kass. 


i . 

i 


’\ 

I • * 


Ill  Flftt  St., 
April  3,  1955 


Garden  City,  Pew  i.ork 


Dear  t r.  Xaytiard: 

I i it  vory  eo^ry  about  the  confusion. 
It  vs. s my  fjn*r  t . Th  ■»  pei'icon  I >v  «a  ;iy  telejrr&a 

vlth  letter  was  t!  ->t  It  suddenly  occurred  to  -ae 
tht  I '.  ts.bt  lave  grabbed  up  all  your  > Ysiiabie 
coploa  and  tb?t.  you  might  nerd  3ome  of  them  for 
review  purpose?,  etc,  .t  any  re  to,  It  ■ oerre  to  be 
etralgbter.ed  out.  I bsve  all  tho  book?  I want  and 
von  have  (I  hope)  the  check.  I sent  It  yertarday. 

It  ie  good  news  <V.  it  you  .-.ra  to 
have  a book  of  your  cvn  published.  Florae  edd  my 
name  t o your  Met  o'  subecribers  for  one  copy . 

Corel  illy  you  re, 


Kr.  Merrill  Maynard 

FOB  4 

Taunton 

AaeaachuB'  etts 


Ill  FI  f tb  >t,,  Garden  City, 
April  13,  1953 


Now  York 


Des  r h r . Ma  ynr  rd : 


anything- 

>'c  s given 

WCUi'..  ?.Bk 

ii.  Indis  . 
give  you 


X am  sorry,  but  1 don't  know 
' r.out  ton  relief  ola  ue  by  ftr*  i-eect  which 
- Kiss  Kallsp,  I f aha  wora  al  hotBe  X 
'l  aboul  It,  but,  a a you  knew , g r,  ^ j g 
x should  tl  ink  tb&t  Hr#  rnett  coni 
the  full  story. 


it-  ;»11  good  wishes,  X ;.m 
•incerely  you  re, 


Yr.  . errill  ?-:v  vnrrd 
148  W a ah  l ngt  on  s t , 
Taunton 
Pass . 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  L.Y 
April  14,  1955 


Dears st  Folly, 


You  and  Helen  have  been  very  close  to  roe 
toes®  last  few  days.  On  r riday  Elizabeth  Lawrence  and 
I went  to  "Gate  of  ell,"  a Japanese  movie  based  on 

an  300- v a--: r old  legend,  with  J-.:aoeae  actors,  s Japanese 
di  factor,  in  a cos  uuss  were  rico  - > if.  leauclfoi.  ^ :t  d 
tr e ?ast  it : Color  roecds  brought  them  out  in  Full 
colon  or.  it  was  one  of  the  loveliest  . ovies  l have  ever 
seen.  ihen  bnd  y on  Omnibus  Yehudi  i.enuhin  introduced 
a rr eat  Indian  .near  and  a grou;  of  Indian  musicians. 

' | in  ■ ••tin g.  id  on  ondaj  . he  Huseun  of 

Modern  art  >n  saw  ,s.  glorious  exhibit  of  Indian  fabrics 
end  Jewelry , much  of  It  on  ';.os.n  from  museums  in  India. 

This  morning  X went  into  ibe  AF3  to  see 
Mr.  'isher — :.e  wanted  os  ,o  help  in  i lewlifying  the 
tea  . oo  of  t ■ ho  tog]  of  Helen-- and  1 saw 
Robert  and  Eric  and  Mr,  belchly.  Hr.  fisher  told  me  that 
the  limes  had  sent  Helen  some  questions  to  answer.  It 
would  be  nice  if  she  could,  but  if  she  is  tired  don’t, 
let  her  even  try.  It  would  be  better  not  to  do  it  t'v  n to 
do  It  In  a perfunctory  way.  I have  not  seen  the  questions, 
but  from  wh?t  Mr.  Fisher  told  me  of  them  I Judge  that  they 
will  require  a good  deal  of  time  and  thought. 

Rnbert  told  me  about  Misa  Margaret 
Fujlta,  the  woman  in  Hawaii  that  he  thought  might  be 
a useful  addition  to  your  household.  I understand  t: rt 
s o 1 3 to  look  after  you  and  Helen  there,  which  means 
that  you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  Judge  for  yourself. 

I told  Robert  that  you  could  not  be  railroaded  into 
anything  and  that  I didn’t  think  he  ought  to  try.  He 
honestly  wonts  to  bo  helpful  and  it  would  be  splendid 
if  3he  did  turn  out  to  be  Just  what  you  need. 

A not9  from  fandra  this  morning  as' ing 
about  you  and  Melon.  3tuart  had  been  going  through  a 
series  of  supersonic  treatments  at  the  New  Haven 
Ho9pitrl  "for  his  painful  body,"  She  said  it  was  too  soon 
yet  to  now  aha  results. 

Helth  and  I expect  to  leave  for  no’-'ville 
In  about  *hree  weeks.  V.e  are  both  pretty  wall  f god  out 
and  anxious  to  get  away. 

. uch,  much,  much  love, 


Ill  ifth  t.,  Garden  Cl  tv,  New  York 

A ril  14,  19F>5 


Dear  kr.  Liachty: 


;ncy  aril  ton  arid  that 
she  and  llath-  pina  Cornell  "111  so  tb rh 
' >r  ' i i tbS  : i - ■ 'V  , iy  t*ra 
it  to  ret  at  it  ■'••fore  row, 

L want  to  congratulate  you 
■ ! ■- v on  fa  . yo i re  a >ing,  I t • Lnl  1 ; - 

be  ■ very  ! xnr-  ?nd  Interesting  display. 

sincerely  you**a? 


.‘•r.  rowan  iectity 

Outlook  for  the-  line! 

he or icon  _’o  ii  ;-..tion  for  t - o iiicd 

If  ’-’eat  16  ft. 

raw  York  11 

havr  'hr-: 


Ill  Fifth  It.  , Garden  City,  New  York 

April  15,  1955 


Dear  Ken, 


If  you r editor  hss  any  difficulty  in  loc  ting 
these  paesar^o  I can  take  oa'-e  of  tt  or:  !r.  proof. 


Ci.?  ;.t  sr  1,  i d : ro-  ~r ° o 5 . Change  ; roser  ina  to 
ereephcra  and  Dio  to  I 1m to. 


chapter  ill.  lot  paragraph,  last  sentence.  Change 
r roc  orpine  to  ..  eraephone,  Dia  to  Ilut-o. 


of  next 


chapter  VI, 
Fuller-  to  .Mr 


1 hope 
’xeek.. 


10th  .ararroph.  Change  Mr  and  Mrs 
. and  Mrs,  Rletr  rd  Derby  Fuller. 


the  foreword  o you  tov^r-’s  the 


3.R. 


end 


Ivor 


yours, 


to  get 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
A Til  15,  1955 


Dear  Van  Vvyck, 


It  Is  good  to  be  In  touch  with  you 

again. 

Business  first.  The  best  person  to  do 
the  Braille  for  you  Is 

Hiss  Elsa  Loges 

153-17  Sanford  Ave. 

Flushing  53 

New  York. 

She  Is  quick  end  accurate  and  remarkably  Inexpensive. 

She  does  nearly  all  the  transcribing  that  Helen  and  I 
b ve  for  her. 

I should  like  very  much  to  read  your 
manuscript  on  n:y  own  account  and  I think  I might  be  able 
to  spot  the  "things  of  which  Helen  wouldn't  approve,"  if 
any  such  exist.  I shall  be  here  until  the  end  of  the 
first  week  in  May,  after  that  In  Snowville,  New  Hampshire. 

The  girls  at  the  moment  are  in  Srinagar, 
Kashmir,  for  a week  of  rest,  after  which  they  go  on  to 
Pakistan,  elen  has  never  been  received  with  greeter 
warmth  and  enthusiasm  than  in  India.  The  Indians  themselves 
compare  her  with  Gandhi  and  Bhave  and  the  J.S.  Government 
officials  say  she  is  the  finest  ambassador  our  country 
: as  ever  sent.  The  schedule  has  been  murderous  and  Polly 
and  Helen  both  have  suffered  from  the  heat.  They  had 
a respite  a few  weeks  back  at  the  hill  station  of  Ootacamund 
and  from  whnt  Polly  said  I Judged  that  they  were  both 
be-- ring  up  very  well.  I keep  my  fingers  crossed. 

I changed  the  title  of  Helen’s  book  thus: 

TEACHER 

A tribute  to  Anne  Sullivan  acy  by  the  foster-child 
of  her  mind 

Helen  Keller 

This  has  Doubieday’s  approval.  I think  and  hope  that  it 
retains  the  flavor  of  elen's  original  draft  without  the 
quality  that  bothered  us. 

All  good  wishes  +o  you  and  Gladys, 


Ill  Fifth  3t . , Garden  City,  New  York 

April  23,  1955 


Derr  {■  re.  Devldror, 

Aftwr  I hung  up  on  Friday  It 
occurred  to  es  thrt  there  might  be  e photograph 
0f  paler*  surrounded  by  a crowd  In  Indls--an 
original  photograph,  I mean,  not  e newspaper 
raj  roduct  Ion.  This  might  be  ideal  for  our 
purposes,  but  1 ••till  would  like  to  seo  the 
one  from  Japan.  Also  I should  like  a 

good  picture  of  '.slen  with  the  wounded  soldiers 
--date  on  this  doesn't  matter.  And  in  time 
I'll  get  the  pictures  hack  to  you.  I want  to 
tret  the  final  choice  In  the  hands  of  the 
publisher  before  we  leave  for  Snovville,  which 
will  he  a round  May  6.  id  Inoldenl  Lly 

you  cnn  now  destroy  all  those  typescripts  of 
Helen's  "Teacher  book."  New  coulee  had  to  be 
made  and  there  are  enough  of  these  to  insure 
th°t  the  manuscript  will  not  he  lost. 

All  good  wishes, 


Ill  Fifth  St . , Garden  City,  New  York 
April  23,  1955 


Dear  Mildred, 


Doubleday's  is  now  making  the  final 
selection  of  photographs  to  illustrate  Helen's  book 
on  Teacher.  The  lovely  oval  one  that  you  sent  will  be 
among  them  if  they  find  that  they  can  reproduce  It.  It 
is  so  faded  that  it  may  not  come  out  well,  but  if  ’ 
it  does  it  will  be  used.  Can  you  tell  me  when  and 
wnere  it  was  made!  It  will  need  a caption  and  this 
information  would  help  a lot.  The  publishers  have 
promised  to  take  the  very  best  care  of  the  original 
and  I will  return  it  tc  you  as  soon  as  it  comes  back 
to  me. 

The  news  1 have  from  the  girls  is  spotty 
but  good.  They  were  resting  for  a few  days  at  Srinagar, 
Kashmir,  at,  last  account,  but  are  probably  working  hard 
in  Pakistan  at  the  moment.  They  both  seem  to  be  In 
excellent  nealtn,  but,  like  everybody  else,  I shall  be 
greatly  relieved  when  they  return  home. 

I hear  from  you  now  and  then  through  Nancy 
Hamilton,  She  and  Katharine  are  completely  devoted  to 
Helen  and  Folly — if  is  a comfort  to  know  that  they  are 
surrounded  by  such  good  friends.  Nancy  said  you  might 
come  north  this  summer.  If  so  I hope  that  1 shall  have 
a chance  to  see  you.  From  about  May  9 to  November  9 
Keith  and  I will  be  on  our  little  hillside  In  Snowville, 
New  Hampshire — it  would  be  fun  to  see  you  there. 


All  good  wishes,  as  always, 


Ill  Fifth  St.  i G-.rden  City,  New  York 

April  23,  1955 


Dear  Bob, 


I have  been  very  remiss  about  thanking  you 
for  your  letter  and  the  photograph.  I have  a number  of 
excuses  and  some  of  them  are  quite  good,  but  they  are 
all  tiresome  and  I tion't  go  into  them.  How  alike  you 
end  lolly  look—ar.d  I rather  fancy  thct  you  are  a good 
bit  alike  inside. 

^ews  from  the  girls  is  spotty,  but  I near  from 
them  now  and  then  and  I stay  constantly  in  touch  with 
the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind.  They  have  never 
received  a warmer  welcome  anywhere  than  in  India,  and 
while  trie  schedule  is  murderous  they  3eem  to  be  living 
through  it  In  fine  stylo. 

ho  doubt  they  told  you  tnat  Helen's  book  on 
Teacher  is  to  appear  this  fall.  It  is  to  be  well 
illustrated  and  in  this  connection  we  are  in  great  need 
of  a photograph  of  Folly  taken  around  1914.  Do  you  have 
such  a one?  And  if  so  could  you  send  it  to  us  airmail? 
I'd  promise  that  it  would  be  carefully  handled  and 
returned  to  you  as  soon  as  the  publishers  are  through 
■with  it.  I said  1914,  but  anything  between  around  1912 
an’  1920  would  do.  The  only  picture  of  Polly  alone  (and 
we  want  her  alone)  for  this  period  is  a reproduction  of 
a reproduction  that  appeared  in  a newspaper  and  it  will 
not  be  much  good  by  the  time  it  is  reproduced  again. 

'ibis  is  a lovely  time  of  year  with  us— 
spring  bulbs  end  apple  trees  and  forsythia  and  azaleas 
In  bloom,  leaves  coming  out,  and  the  air  soft  vnd 
pleasant . 

I don't  remember  whether  I told  you  that 
Helen's  book  is  very  fine  indeed,  by  own  opinion 

has  been  confirmed  by  everyone  else  who  has  read  it 
and  I feel  sure  t,h>  t you  will  approve  it  and  enjoy  it. 


1th  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Ever  yours. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  27,  1955 


Dear  Nelson, 


You  are  a good  writer  and  what  is  always  much 
more  to  the  point  a good  critic  of  your  own  writing. 

After  talking  it  over  Mr.  Liechty  decided  to  cut, 
chiefly  because  of  space  considerations,  according  to 
your  suggestions.  Mr.  Liechty  has  had  a fine  response 
and  I think  the  June  issue  of  the  OUTLOOK,  will  be  an 
impressive  tribute  to  Helen. 

I was  thinking  of  you  when  I hpened  your 
letter  because  I had  just  finished  reading  one  from 
Folly  telling  me  that  they  were  marooned  in  Srinagar, 
Kashmir,  and  it  reminded  me  of  the  time  you  were  all 
marooned  in  Concepcion,  only  this  time  it  vras  because 
of  snovr  and  sleet  and  avalanches  in  the  mountain  passes. 
With  their  usual  good  luck  they  got  out  in  time  to  keep 
to  their  schedule  in  Muesourle.  Helen  has  never  had  a 
more  triumphant  tour.  The  Indians  themselves  compare  her 
with  Gandhi  and  Bh&ve,  great  throngs  come  to  see  her, 
she  and  Folly  have  met  Nehru,  have  dined  with  Ambassador 
and  Mrs.  Cooper,  and  have  collected  half  a dozen 
maharajahs.  The  University  of  Delhi  has  given  Helen  an 
honorary  degree  and  the  press  is  full  of  her  activities. 
She  and  Polly  have  found  the  heat  very  trying  and  they 
hated  Calcutta  which  they  now  classify  with  their  other 
least  favorite  city,  Johannesburg. 

It  is  good  news  that  you  and  your  family  are 
to  be  in  New  York  before  long.  Keith  and  I leave  for 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire,  around  May  10,  but  we  may 
have  to  come  back  at  intervals  during  the  summer  and 
I have  promised  to  spend  Helen's  birthday  with  her.  She 
wants  to  avoid  all  celebration  and  if  things  look  too 
threatening  around  Arcan  Ridge  she  and  Polly  may  come 
up  to  Snowville  tc  hide,  but  they  will  want  to  see  you 
wherever  they  are.  And  so  shall  I. 

All  the  best, 


Col.  Nelson  B.  Neff 
C.A.R.E. 

Drawer  "F" 

Balboa  Heights 
Canal  Zone 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  27,  1955 


Dearest  Polly, 


This  Dooming  I finished  the  preamble  or 
whatever  it  should  be  called  for  Helen's  book.  I am 
not  pleased  with  it,  but  I am  sending  it  to  Ken  for 
suggestions.  I'll  take  another  look  after  I get  to 
Snowville . 


Your  being  marooned  in  Srinagar  reminded 
me  of  the  time  you  were  marooned  in  Concepcion  and  by 
chance  the  same  mall  that  brought  your  letter  brought  one 
from  Nelson.  He  and  his  wife  and  children  expect  to  be 
in  New  York  late  in  June  or  early  in  July  and  are  hoping 
to  be  on  hand  for  Helen's  birthday.  I know  you  and  Helen 
will  want  to  sea  him,  but  so  far  as  the  birthday  is 
concerned  I think  you  both  had  better  come  back  to 
Foss  Fit,  and  we'll  set  up  a picket  on  the  road.  Keith 
and  I expect  to  get  up  there  on  the  10th  of  May --and 
what  a relief  it  will  be'. 

Nancy  is  probably  In  Washington  this 
morning  concerning  a big  desl  about  the  film.  M=ver  let 
the  film  worry  you.  Its  future  is  assured  and  I am 
convinced  that  its  ultimate  distribution  will  be  wide. 

Its  financial  return  is  something  else  again  and  un- 
important in  comparison  with  other  factors. 

Ler.ore  is  in  Denver  with  Constance — went 
out  to  see  if  it  would  lift  her  spirits  and  Improve 
her  health,  and  she  says  it  has.  She  sent  me  a 
perfectly  charming  silver  and  turquoise  necklace 
handmade  by  the  Zunl  Indians — this  in  appreciation  for 
what  I did  Ka  on  Phil's  manuscript.  I'll  have  to  buy  a 
dress  to  go  with  it. 

Yesterday  I talked  with  Fthel  Clark  and 
here  is  a big  place  of  news  for  you  and  Helen.  She  and 
Srtdie  have  bought  the  homestead,  including  Harvard 
House  and  all  the  outbuildings--I  don't  know  how  much 
land  in  involved,  but  you  probably  do.  They  did  it,  at 
least  partly,  to  protect  the  neighborhood  and  they 
hope  that  you  and  Helen  approve. 

We  ended  up  with  a lovely  and 
representative  collection  of  photographs  for  Helen's 
book--tv'era  will  be  at  least,  eight  pages  of  pictures. 

And  the  book  will  come  out  this  fall--don't  know  the 
exact  date,  but  it  is  probably  October. 


\ an  Vvck  ass  finished  his  hook  and  is  sending 
it  to  me  this  week.  He  wants  Helen  to  read  it.  but  if 

y°“  r®aa  11  aft®r  1 do  raQan  after-  you  get  back  home) 

1 think  we  may  be  able  to  tell  her  enough  about  it  to 
save  her  this  chore.  When  I think  of  all  she  is  going  to 
be  asked  to  do  the  minute  people  know  she  is  at  home 
I shiver*  Aord.  must  be  got  around  somehow  that  she  is 
to  do  N01HING  for  a long  time  and  the  same  goes  for 
you. 


I have  just  talked  with  Mrs,  Davidson,  All  is  well 
at  tne  foundations  and  at  Arcan  Ridge  where  spring 
cleaning  is  in  progress.  After  I have  mailed  this  I'll 
think  of  a dozen  other  things  I wanted  to  say,  but  if 
I stop  now  I'll  got  it  off  this  morning. 

My  love,  my  love,  my  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 

April  23,  1955 


Dear  Ken, 


It  bothers  ire  that  this  preamble  or  whatever 
you  want  to  call  it  to  Helen's  book  is  so  long  and  there 
are  other  things  about  It  that  do  not  please  tre.  I 
thought  of  putting  it  aside  until  after  I reached 
Snovville,  but  decided  to  send  it  on  to  you.  Flease 
RSVP  with  suggestions.  I'll  be  here  until  .4ay  9. 


Sver  yours, 


hr.  Ken  kcCormick 

Doubleday  A Co. 
575  Madison  Ave. 
New  York  22 
K.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  28,  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Stovel: 


I am  sorry  to  have  kept  the  inclosed 
pictures  so  long,  but  the  publisher  has  only  recently 
made  his  choice.  He  still  has  two  and  they  will  be 
sent  a 3 soon  as  cuts  are  made.  One  of  these  that  I 
am  returning  will  be  used  in  the  book,  the  lovely- 
one  of  Teacher  and  Helen  seated  on  the  lawn,  Helen 
with  short  hair.  The  pictures  are  invaluable  to  the 
book  and  if  Hiss  heller  were  here  instead  of  in 
i akistan  I am  sure  she  would  add  her  thanks  to  mine. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


M r s . Lau  ra  5 to  val 

The  Volta  Bureau 
1537  35th  3t , H.Vf. 
Washington  7 
D.C. 


Ill  Fi^th  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 

May  A,  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Coyle: 


This  is  In  reply  to  your 
letter  of  April  28  to  Mias  Helen  Keller 
Inquiring  about  the  possibility  of  he^ 
writing  a book  about  her  recent  travels. 
She  does  not  contemplate  such  a book  and 
if  she  did  it  would  be  submitted  to  her 
regular  publishers  Doubleday  and  Co.  Put 
thank  you  for  your  Inquiry. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.  Nell  a Braddy  Henney) 


Mrs.  Darcy  Coyle 
Houghton  Mifflin  Co. 
2 Park  St. 

Boston  7 
Mass. 


\ 


\ 


N 


I 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 

May  A,  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Davidson, 


There  are  still  a few 
more  pictures  to  come,  but  they  are  now 
in  Doubleday's  hands.  I’ll  return  them  when 
I get  them  back,  but  meantime  I want  to 
clear  out  everything  I can  before  we  take  off 
for  3now-ville  next  konday. 


All  good  wishes. 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
May  4,  1955 


Dear  Van  Vyck, 


1 enjoyed  your  book  very  much.  I think  it 
will  not  be  at  all  necessary  to  have  It  put  into  braille 
for  heien,  but  i do  think  Roily  should  read  it  to  check 
for  minor  inaccuracies.  1 a ?reo  that  you  have  not  mis- 
represented heien1 s thinking. 

Comments  follow  with  page  numbers: 

8.  Teacher  was  totally  blind  before  she  died,  as  you  correctly 
say  on  p.  85. 

(1  think  you  are  right  to  call  Helen  and  Teacher  by  their 
first  names,  ho  one  ever  called  Teacher  a nne  except  in  print 
and  she  never  used  the  name  herself  except  in  signature.  She 
was  Annie,  but  if  you  think  of  her  as  Anne  it  seems  all  right 
to  me. ) 

34.  I think  it  was  Thora,  not  Sleglinde  who  was  :,the  ^erent 
of  many  offspring."  This  is  the  sort  of  thing  that  toliy  would 
have  to  check. 

40.  I don't  like  the  word  Rabelaisian  in  connection  with  Teacher. 

I know  I used  it  myself,  but  1 didn't  know  as  much  about  Rabelais 
then  as  I do  now. 

Teacher  did  become  a Socialist  (see  also  p.  73  K John  first,  Helen 
next,  then  Teacher.  Teacher  always  had  the  Irish  Interest  in 
politics  and  she  had  a great  deal  of  Influence  on  Helen's 
thinking  in  this  field. 

64.  It  may  be  written  down  somewhere,  but  1 think  it  is  not 
true  that  Teacner  did  not  encourage  Helen  to  learn  to  articulate. 

71.  John  Macy  did  not  bring  the  radicals  to  Forest  Hills.  leabher 
and  Helen  had  met  them  during  the  Wrenthrm  days  and  'jeacber,  even 
more  tnan  ^elen,  was  tr.e  magnet  that  drew  them  to  Forest  Hills. 
John's  appearances  wore  very  rare  and  very  pitiful. 

77.  Did  Helen  ever  have  any  actual  correspondence  with  Olga 
Skolodhovka?  We  all  hailed  Olga  as  a shining  star  when  we  first 
heard  of  her.  Her  writing  the.t  I saw  was  less  than  mediocre  and 
I think  she  has  fizzled  out.  Miss  Lende  could  p-obabiy  tell  you. 

73.  Jhould  not  Tlerry  be  Thierry? 

82.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Hits  was  a bore  to  '.teacher,  but  she  was 
very  fond  of  him. 


86,  Teacher  was  net  cert  to  Puerto  . ., 

would  have  advised  against  it.  She  went  ’of  her  own  'accorded 

stra  ight  from  Lake?  Placid  without  return^n/?  tr\  '*  rp^them  £* 

had  already  gone  to  Alabama  with  her  mother  h8len 

Reference  to  the  poor  little  love  affair  will  dletresa  H«l.n 

but  It  is  part  of  the  record  and  I don't  see  bol  you  can  avoid  It. 


5? . idly  was  not  with  them  on  the  camping 
was  visiting  her  family  in  Scotland. 


trip. 


1 think  she 


91.  Teacher  by  that  time  would  have  had  trouble  with  any  kind  of 
br&ixxe.  -he  system  that  had  been  adopted  was  not  really  new  but 
was  a reversion  to  Louis  Braille's  original  system.  At  any  rate 
Teacher  did  not  know  it  and  was  in  no  mood  to  try  to  learn  it 
though  she  did  make  half-hearted  efforts  under  Helen’s  tutelage. 

97 • "Untouched  by  hope"  is  too  strong.  Take©  Ivahashi  had  done 
magnlxicent  v/ork  in  Japan  and  there  were  others  scattered  through 
the  belt  of  darkness,  though  none  of  his  stature. 


99.  I get  the  implication  that  Takec's  blindness  was  caused  by 
an  attempt  at  hari-kari.  That  came  afterwards,  during  the 
depression  caused  by  his  blindness,  and  his  mother's  watchfulness 
never  allowed  him  really  to  undertake  it. 


1^1.  They  ware  in  Rome,  not  Paris,  when  they  got  news  of  the  fire 
at  Arcars  Ridge. 


Moat  of  the  time  of  course  it.  is  Folly  who  spells  to  Helen, 
but  the  word  "only''  is  not  quite  accurate.  When  Helen  visits  her 
very  old  friend,  I'rs.  Philip  Smith,  in  Washington  Mrs.  Smith  does 
most  of  the  spelling  and  there  are  others.  1 believe  that  Sandra 
Grummon  is  now  capable  cf  keeping  r*el an  abreast  of  a conversation, 
I believe  that  the  stone  lantern  at  Arcan  Ridge  i3  a symbol  of 
Teacher,  not  Helen. 


135.  The  mountain  roller  was  a present  from  p friend  in  Japan 
and  it  was  not  Helen' s first  pet  bird.  She  had  a canary  of  her 
own  when  she  was  a child  and  there  were  other  birds. 

136.  I think  you  mean  Florence  Instead  of  Jo,  'or  Jo  was  dead 
when  the  Braille  ceremonies  took  place. 


Once  in  a hlie  it  seemed  to  me  that  you  leaned  too  heavily  on 
Helen's  "Teacher  book"  and  I think  that,  net  having  the  manuscript 
at  hand,  you.  were  som -times  betrayed  into  following  her  words  more 
exactly  than  you  intended.  The  two  chief  instances  are  on  pages 
122-123  and  123-129.  I Inclose  some  pages  from  Helen's 
manuscript  so  that  you  can  check  them.  The  paragraphs  about  the 
wounded  soldiers  also  appeared  in  an  article  which  Helen  wrote  for 
the  New  York  Times  and  they  might  have  a familiar  ring  to  a good 
many  people.  I should  like  these  cages  returned  to  me  at  Snowvllle 
when  you  are  done  with  them. 

And  after  all  this  my  chief  feeling  is  one  of  congratulation.  I 
think  the  way  you  hit  off  the  Southern  atmosphere  quite  remarkable. 

With  best  wishes  and  with  thanks  for 
letting  me  see  the  manuscript, 


11  ^iftb  3t. , Garden  City,  lev  York 

May  5»  1955 


Dear  Mias  Mack, 


' 


how  thoughtful  of  you  to 
send  me  the  clipping  about  you  and  your 
collection.  Thank  you. 


Helen's  book  is  called 
Ten  oh  nr  end  it  will  be  published  this  fall, 
r rob ably  In  .ctobcr,  cert  Inly  in  plenty  of 
time  for  -;c  to  use  as  Christmas  presents. 

It  la  s lo  sly  book. 


Oh ar.:1  Helen  a r s - av  1 ng 
a marvellous  trip — exhausting  of  course 
but  exhilarating  In  tb - knowledge  that  they 
are  *oln“  so  r.uch  good,  elan  la  going  to 
try  to  avoid  all  birthday  celebrations. 


Incidentally,  I am  no- 

longer  wit  Doubisday' s — haven*  t been  for  some 
years,  tho'..,_,  1 occasionally  do  Jobs  for  the:.. . 

; r»f)r»«ora  firing  tb?  winter  la  at  the  top 
the  ■;  a ge . During  Vr.e  summer  It  Is  simply 
Snovrville,  -av-  rmprbiro.  And  we  lea*®  for 
Snowville  on  hohdey . 

/ ltb  all  good  wishes. 


'lncerely , 

r / 


v 


4- 


v / 


A 


i 


i 


o 

\ 


'V  ; 

/ 


i 


\ 


No  hurry  about  reading  this.  Nella. 


1.11  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  hew  York 
ttay  5,  1955 


Dearest  Helen, 


to  have 


your  long 
rfort  that 


It  la  perfectly  wonderful 

letter.  I couldn't  bear  to  think  of  the  time  and  el 
we[.it  Into  It  It  it  were  not  that  It  gives  a record  of  vour 
experiences  while  they  are  fresh  in  your  mind.  rihe  letter  .ill 
oe  trasured  always  and  I will  leQd  it  to  you  when  the  time 
comes  ior  you  to  vrit9  the  article  for  the  OUTLOOK.  FOR  TH  ' B IND. 

f r * 

1 ao  so  Tiitcr.  contact  with  India  this  winter.  2*  'vr?te  oily  about 
ti.e  Indiaii  dancers  and  the  Indian  exhibit  at  the  Mu seuta  of  Modern 
-rt^anu  day  before  yesterday  1 patted  . that’ a right,  catted)  one 
of  Lue  moa}  famous  Bengal  tigers  in  the  world,  )acca,  who  was 
raised  by  hand  by  r & . i*6xsn  martini  (.oily  reed  about  it  when 
she  was  in  New  Hampshire)  and  now  holds  the  world  record  for 
.-  t.'  L Aljfe  cubs  In  ca;  tivxtv — twenty— five  1 Ihis  wonderful  ?x  erlence 
CRU:e  about  because  narper'e  published  Mrs.  Martini’s  book  and  while 
v&s  jfoing  otj  she  and  Elizabeth  L&>» rsnee  became  verj  good 
friends  end  iliz&tetn  arranged  to  have  Katharine  tenant  and  me 
join  her  and  . r . and  ro.  . artlnl  up  at  the  boo.  s spent  four  and 
a half  hours  with  them  and  it  was  a heavenly  day.  1 also  patted 
a lion,  a big  fellov.r  with  a glorious  mane.  Perhaps  1 should  say 
that  the  wire  of  the  cage  was  between  us  but  the  big  cat3  are  so 
loving  to  the  art  inis  and  the  M artinis  to  them  that  they  strained  to 
get  as  near  to  us  as  possible  and  obviously  took  great  pleasure  in 
jeour  attentions.  I'll  tall  you  much,  much  more  about  this  when  I 
see  you. 


lb  the  evening  Elizabeth  was  having  dinner  with 
cady  Rama  f-au  who  is  over  here  in  connecfion  with  a Planned 
Parenthood  meeting,  sr  daughter  Hantha  Is  another  Harper  author 
and  an  old  friend  of  .Elizabeth ' s. 

I have  just  read  the  manuscript  of  Van  yck's 
book  about  you.  I think  you  will  like  it.  There  were  some 
inaccuracies  and  I think  Polly  should  resd  it  before  it  is  Pub- 
lished, but  I think  it  will  oe  unnecessary  for  you  to  read  it. 

It  will  come  out  some  tine  after  your  book, 

I can’t  remember  if  I told  you  t at  Ken  ana  in 
fact,  everybody  who  read  your  manuscript-  felt  that  it  needed  a 
kind  of  foreword  or  preamble  giving  a sketch  of  t:.~  factual 
background  and  .en  asked  me  to  write  it.  Which  same  1 have 
dona.  en  likes  It  very  much  and  so  do  ..eltfc  and  atharine 
Conant  who  are  the  only?  others  who  have  read  it.  I am  not.  pleased 
with  it  myself,  but  I have  fretted  over  it  so  long  that  I can't 
do  anything  more  to  it  Just  row.  • fter  I hr>  e had  a week  or  two 
in  New  Hampshire  I'll  back  off  and  trxe  another  look,  aantime  I 
am  asking  ?- i s Poges  to  t ranscribe  it  and  when  it  is  done  I will 
-end  It  to  you  with  a typescript,  for  oily. 


Houghton  Mifflin  v eve  boon  bo  Impressed  by  the  publicity 
that  you  have  had  In  the  American  proas  that  they  wrote  t.o 
ask  if  you  were  contemplating  a book  about  you”  trip  and  if  so 
they  would  like  to  see  It.  I told  them  no,  of  course,  and  said 
thet  In  any  case  Poubieday  was  your  regular  publisher. 

henry  has  been  in  touch  witv  the  State  Department  about 
T. PNtOJ.  :D  Rod  bit,  * hinge  may  be  brewing.  I think  she  is 
in  Poston  with  It  this  very,  but  I will  try  to  -»t  in  touch 
with  her  before  we  leave.  That  will  be  Monday  ,ay  5, 

I as  gls  ' t!  i< t.  you  and  oily  like  herru . ;e  ic  a groat,  man, 
n?  doubt  of  th.vt,  fit?  if  hr  ne'es s itletakee  it’s  no  more  than 
everyone  else  doet  and  there  are  not  tr.f.ny  who  are  faced  with 
such  coarplic  ted  ■ roblea*.  I.aSy  "wn  3au  cams  to  Ms  defense  In 

yesterday's  pay era. 

Cfc  dear,  I didn't  mean  this  lettor  to  be  so  long.  I do  try 
to  think  of  your  fingers  and  give  them  a llttls  rrst. 

"y  lore  snfl  Keith's  and  Dertha's  fly  out  to  you 
and  Polly,  especially  mine, 


Fit  th  ot. . • Garden  City*  Kev»  N'ork 
hay  5,  1953 


Dear  bias  Loges, 


Vili  you  please  transcribe  for  me  the 

inclosed  letter  and  Trcaxbl ■>  and  send  them  to  ne,  not 
to  the  above  address,  but  to  Snowille,  New  Hampshire 

I i . ! iv®  here  Konds  y , 


I was  terribly  sorry  that  you  did  not  got 

to  the  screening  of  HE  but  Miss  Hamilton 

says  tours  will  be  others  and  thut  she  will  lot  you  know. 
It  was  a great  personal  disappointment  to  me  because  I 
had  hoped  to  meet  you  there,  but  for  this  too  there  will 

be  other  opportunities. 

With  all  good  wishes,  1 am 


Sincerely  yours. 


Miss  Elsa  Loges 

153-17  lanford  Avs. 
Flushing  53 
Xew  York. 


Hi  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Hay  6,  1955 


Dear  Ken, 


I find  tbnt  after  all  I don't  have  a llet  of  Helen's 
'onors  and  awards,  You  could  get  it  from  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  (Miss  Kelga  Lende,  Librarian)  but  I doubt  if  it 
would  be  worth  the  trouble.  Many  of  them  are  not  individually 
well  known  and  it  is  in  the  mass  that  they  are  most  impressive. 
Among  the  foreign  ones:  Chevalier  Legion  of  honor;  Order  of  the 
Southern  Cross, ^Brazil;  Order  of  St.  Sava,  Yugoslavia;  Gold  Medal 
of  Merit,  Lebanon;  honorary  degrees  from  tr.e  University  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  foitwatersrand  University,  Johannesburg,  South  Africa, 
University  of  Delhi,  India.  In  this  country:  Roosevelt 

Medal  (given  to  her  and  Teacher  in  1936),  Gold  Key  National 
Educational  Association,  Scroll  of  Honor  International 
Federation  of  Women's  Clubs,  Director  General's  Awerd,  Lions 
International,  Gold  Medal  National  Institute  of  Social  Sciences, 
Americas  Award  for  Inter-American  Unity,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 


Her  birthplace  at  Tuscumbia  has  been  made  into  a 
shrine  which  attracts  many  visitors  vaction&ing  in  the  IVA 
area.  Dewey  Wilson  is  the  director  and  this  might  afford  an 

outlet  for  the  book. 

The  June  issue  of  "The  Outlook  for  the  Blind,"  pub- 
lished by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  (Mr.  Howard 
Lischty,  editor)  is  to  carry  a big  center  Insert  of  tributes 
to  Helen  which  you  might  find  useful.  And  I believe  I have  told 
you  that  Mr.  William  Fisher  is  the  publicity  mar.  down  there. 

Might  he  a good  plan  to  keep  in  touch  with  him.  They  are  going 
all  out  for  this  75th  birthday. 

You  might  add  Mary  Martin’s  name  to  those  I guve 
you.  That  might  overweight  things  towards  the  theater.  Martha 
Graham  might  be  responsive,  Mrs.  Coolldge  who  sp-  clam  interest 
has  always  been  the  deaf.  Katharine  Cornell  will  probably  be  c 
Vineyard  Haven,  Mass,  most  of  the  summer,  the  1?  getting  a 
degree  from  Kiddlebury  in  June  and  I hope  will  be  overnight  with 
us  in  Inowville,  but  Vineyard  haven  is  a more  dependable  address. 

I see  that  1 forgot  the  Radcliffe  Alumnae  Achievement 
Award  which  was  established  in  1954.  Helen  was  the  first 
recipient  and  this  might  be  interesting  in  connection  with  the 
other  award  of  which  I spoke  to  you  some  time  back.  That  comes 

on  June  16,  after  which  of  course  It  will  be  public  property. 

onowlile,  New  Hampshire,  after  Monday. 

All  the  best. 


Mr.  en  McCormick 
Doubleday  & Co. 
575  Madison  Ave. 
New  York  22,  N.Y. 


Ta- 


- 


May  16,  1955 


De  rest,  lolly, 


I have  time  for  only  a line  before  we 
start  for  Conway  to  get  supplies,  e reached  here 
about  four  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon  with  two  oranges 
and  a can  of  peanuts — had  to  borrow  bre-  d and  milk 
and  butter  from  a neighbor.  V.'e  left  Garden  City  early 
Sunday  morning  and  had  intended  to  come  only  about 
half  way,  but  Keith  gets  out.  of  control  when  the  car 
Is  headed  for  Snowvllle.  At  any  rate  we  got  here  and  I 
for  one  am  damn  well  bushed  this  morning. 

In  this  packet  you  will  find  a letter  I 
wrote  Helen — typescript  for  you,  br-llle  copy  for  her — 
and  my  preamble  for  her  book--again  typescript  for  you, 
braille  for  her.  I hope  you  will  have  a few  days  of 
rest  (?)  in  Japan  when  you  can  look  them  over. 

iow  wise  Helen  was  to  eschew  birthday 
celebrations.  Katharine  Cornell's  name  on  the  committee, 
plus  Helen*  s name  as  the  honoree,  was  going  to  bring  them 
in  from  all  directions,  'ildred  for  one,  Rebecca  Mack,  if 
she  felt  up  to  the  trip,  for  another.  And  I know  how 
weary  you  both  will  be. 

All  seemed  well  at  Arcan  Ridge  and  at 
the  Foundations  when  I left.  And  we  found  all  well  here, 
except  that  there  is  a lot  to  do  to  make  the  house 
shlpsh  ape. 


Kuch,  much  love,  ever  and  always. 


May  16,  1955 


Dear  Miss  Loges, 


"ver  and  ever  so  many  thanks 
for  your  reassuring  letter.  As  you  can  'well 
imagin'’  I have  fretted  a lot  over  the 
rearnble — I wanted  so  much  to  have  It  what  It 
ought  to  be. 


■*  ou  m -y  rest  In  comfort  that 
you  are  a great  help  not  only  to  Miss  {teller 
but  to  Kiss  Hamilton,  Miss  Cornell  and  me. 

1th  all  good  wishes  and 

many  thanks,  I am 


Sincerely  yours, 


.S.  Please  excuse  typing.  I am  still  groggy 
from  yesterday's  long  ride  through  Sunday 
traffic . 


Snowvllle,  May  17,  1955 


Dearest  Folly, 


I had  Miss  Loges  transcribe  my 
for  Helen,  also  a letter  which  I had  written 
bundled  them  up,  along  with  typescripts  for  v 
to  the  post  office  to  send  airmail  to  Tokyo 
cost  nearly  {201  If  this  had  been  earlier  in 
nave  hesitated,  though  I probably  would  have 
I think  it  would  be  very  doubtful  if  you  woul 
to  look  at  the  material  before  your  return  I 
it  and  send  it  to  Arcan  Ridge— -all  but  the  le 
It  is  in  braille,  so  you  need  only  glance  ove 
sending  the  braille  however. 


preamble  to  Teacher 
her.  Yesterday  I 
ou  and  took  them 
Found  that  it  would 
your  trip  I wouldn't 
said  Ouch.  But  since 
' have  a chance  even 
have  decided  to  hold 
tier  I wrote  Helen, 
r it.  I am  not 


. , , . ";e  left  Garden  City  early  Sunday  morning,  thinking 

to  avoid  traffic  and  made  such  good  time  tha.t  we  came  on  up  the 
hill  that  same  night.  A stupid  thing  to  do.  I had  hadn't  planned 
it  and  had  no  supplies  but  two  oranges  and  a can  of  peanuts.  We 
borrowed  milk  and  bread  and  butter  and  got  along,  but  yesterday  I 
was  so  worn  out  that  I think  anyone  looking  at  me  would  have  been 
put  to  it  to  know  if  I was  dead  or  alive. 


How  wise  Helen  was  to  eschew  birthday  celebrations', 
atha rine  Cornell's  name  on  the  committee  and  Helen's  name  as 
honoree  vase  going  to  bring  them  in  from  all  directions.  Mildred 
for  one.  Rebecca  Mack,  if  she  was  well  enough  for  the  trip,  for 
another.  I like  to  think  of  Helen  along  with  Rinsteln  and 
Schweitzer  in  such  matters  and  I know  that  her  feelings  are 
truly  like  theirs. 

Very  busy  days  ahead  this  week  getting  the  houses 
shipshape.  Telephone  is  out  of  order,  a mouse  ate  a big  hole  in 
one  of  the  mattresses  at  the  little  house  and  of  course  there  is 
the  garden  to  plant,  the  blankets  to  air,  and  I don't  know  what 
all  else. 


It  was  a big  surprise  to  know  that  you  were  in 
Indonesia — how  I want  to  hear  about  everything! 

My  love  always. 


ay  25,  1955 


Dear  r.  Keiuute: 


lour  letter  to  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  concerning  the 
translation  rights  to  helen  Cellar’s  "hy 
Relir-lon"  was  forwarded  to  me.  I am  sure  that 
1 am  carrying  out  ..las  sexier' s wishes  in 
sending  you  the  inclosed  reassignment  which  I 
hope  is  in  the  iortn  you  desire. 

Very  iruly  yours. 


(Mrs.  i*ella  Braddy  Henney ) 


Xr.  .enry  . Melmke 
Swedenborg  Foun-:  ion  Inc. 

51  Fast  42  St. 

New  fork  17 
New  i'ork 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
May  25,  1955 


I hereby  assign  to  the  Swedenborg  Foundation  by  transfer 
all  rights  of  translation  of  "My  Religion"  and  all  rights 
connected  with  the  publication  thereof  in  languages 
other  th-’n  English,  these  being  the  narre  rights  that  I 
assigned  to  the  late  Rev.  Paul  Sperry  on  July  j}  1927. 

Signed: 

By  Nell a Brandy  Penney,  Attorney 
for  Helen  Keller 


• itness : 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
Kay  31,  1955 


Dear  Bill,  r ) 

uere  it  is.  I am  of  course  very  anxious  to  know 
a)  what  you  think  of  it  and  b)  what  the  limes  thinks  of  it. 
What  I have  written  Is  true  and  I expect  no  contradiction 
from  Helen,  but  I want  to  send  a copy  to  Kiss  Loges  to  Braille 
for  her  as  soon  as  possible.  I will  take  care  of  this. 

I am  returning  the  clippings  and  letters  by  the 
sa  e mail,  but  bot  by  special  delivery.  1 have  held  out  the 
one  clipping  that  I used,  in  case  I need  to  refer  to  it  again, 
but  the  others  are  entirely  at  hiss  Lowry's  service.  Including 
a magazine  article  and  three  or  four  clippings  which  I had  and 
you  did  not. 

I should  have  warned  you  about  airmail  to  hnowville. 
God  knows  w .at  circuit  it  takee,  but  it  requires  about  four 
days  longer  than  ordinary  mail.  And  there  is,  as  1 told  you, 
no  special  delivery.  .Anything  urgent  should  come  by  telephone. 

Now  I must  take  up  the  mop  and  pall.  The  house  has 
been  sadly  neglected  these  last  tvo  weeks  and  Keith  is 
beginning  to  look  gaunt,  around  the  eyes. 


All  good  wishes. 


June  11,  1955 


Dear  Aen, 


Many  thanks  for  the  Helen  teller  poster.  I 
hadn't  seen  It.,  In  feet,  have  known  very  little  about 
what  the  Foundations  are  up  to  except  for  the  special 
Issue  of  the  OUTLOOK  FOR  T v 1 LIND  to  which  you  and  I 
both  contributed. 

“•he  poster  reached  me  only  a day  or  two  ago 

because  the  mail  man  in  garden  City,  contrary  to 
instructions,  delivered  it  to  the  house  there  along  with 
some  other  letters  and  my  ir.aid  didn’t  find  them  for 
about  a week.  This  Iea.ds  me  to  ask  if  you  ever  sent  the 
250  check  for  the  F reamble.  If  so,  I am  afraid  it  was 
lost  in  the  shuffle,  or  perhaps  you  did  not  mean  to  send 
It  until  later.  I had  intended  to  spend  It  for  Helen's 
birthday — have  so  spent  most  of  it.  I.  was  lucky  in  finding 
something  for  her.  The  Braille  Poets  Guild  In  Taunton, 

Mass.,  a press  operated  by  a.  blind  man  and  his  blind  wife, 
brought  out  a new  edition*of  Helen's  long  poem,  SONG  OF 
THE  JTCNE  'WALL,  which  had  been  out  of  print  for  many  years. 
It  was  originally  published  by  Century  and  I think  you  would 
not  be  interested  in  it,  commercially  speaking,  but  --nyway, 
there  it  is. 

The  movie  of  Helen  is  to  be  preserved  on  CBS  TV 
between  5 and  6 on  June  26,  the  day  before  the  birthday. 

The  N.Y.  Times,  failing  to  get  Helen,  asked  me  to  write 
an  article  for  them  for  her  birthday — I'll  be  glad  when  this 
birthday  hullabaloo  is  over  and  I knovr  Helen  will  too. 

She  and  Polly  got  back  to  Westport  last 
Thursday  and  are  practically  barricaded  In.  Both  very 
tired  of  course,  but  they  came  through  magnificently. 

I shall  join  them  in  Cambridge  on  the  16th  when  the 

Harvard  degree  is  to  be  conferred. 

Incidentally  we  are  going  on  the  dial  system 
here  and  after  June  19  our  telephone  v^ill  be  Hickory 
7-2287.  (No  hickory  trees  grow  at  this  latitude.) 

It  is  good  news  that  the  salesmen  are  enthusiastic 
about’  Teacher."  T-olly  and  Helen  would  a^r  reel  ate  any 
tidbits  of  information  you  have  about  the  book.  That  w»s 
one  of  the  first  questions  they  asked  me. 

All  good  wishes  and  many  thanks  again. 


June  12,  1955 


Dear  r.  Llechty: 


Many  thanks  for  the  copy  of  the 
net-  OUTLOOK  t 0*?  T!'F  BLIND.  I misled  Frlc  Boulter 
from  the  roster  and  I think.  Shaw  could  hardly  he 

called  a friend,  but  o+herwiee  the  Insert  seems 
excellent  to  me.  It  builds  up  to  a picture  of  Helen 
in  the  round  and  I congratulate  you. 

If  It  is  not  too  greedy  of  me  I 
should  like  six  more  copies  to  send  out  to  people 

who  I am  sure  will  he  interested. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


Mp.  Howard  Liechty 
New  Outlook  for  the  Blind 
American  Foundation  ''or  the  Blind 
15  Vest  16  St. 

New  York  11,  N.Y. 


June  12,  1955 


Deer  Ken, 


Dver  no  many  thanks  for  your  letter  and 
Its  Inclosure.  I 1 lk n the  advertisement  very  much. 
I am  flattered  to  have  my  words  used  In  It  and 
especially  flattered  to  have  the  good  opinion  of 
the  salesmen,  lough  audience  that  one,  as  I well 
rem ember. 


I am  taking  the  photostat  to  Cambridge 

with  tr.e.  From  there  I shall  probably  go  back  to 
Arcan  Ridge  to  spend  a few  days  with  the  girls. 

Folly  says  the  volume  of  correspondence  is  already 
frightening  nd  1 may  be  able  to  help  sort  it  out. 
and  distribute  it  to  com: ©tent  secretaries,  uot  sure 
how  long  I shall  stay,  but  at  any  rate  Folly  '..‘ill  know 
where  I am  through  June  27  and  any  communications  to 
me  which  should  have  immediate  attention  should  be 
a:\dressed  to  me  through  her.  Any  other  mall  will  be 
held  for  me  at  the  Bnowville  postoffice. 

I ’ ILL  BS  GLAD  WHEN  THIS  DAMN  BIRTHDAY  IE  OVY 


Yours  always. 


t-ir.  hen  t.cCorroick 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 
575  i-iadison  Ave. 

New  York  22 

N.Y. 


June  20,  1^55 


Dear  Ion, 


Hero  are  the  caption*  for  to*  •Teacner*  pictures.  Rut 
2n-  ir.t  ».ha  rit*  of  *r-a  t f’  I uouldnH  very  vail  judge  how  much 
to  write,  but  after  th«y  are  sat  and  in  place  i can  cut  or  add 
as  - r-  • -c.  " ;.4  - n look  nice  on  the  page,  vail  balanced 

i-nd  all  th  t. 

If  the  galleys  sriould  be  ready  this  week,  end  tuaa  to 
as  in  5novrlll>.  I sVoa*  t h re  time  for  anything  except  the 
iraaediate  needs  -.ere  until  after  the  birthday.  Reporters  are 
coaiog  toaorro'  afternoon  '-no  for  a brief  tine  on  toe  birthday 
itself.  I think  I told  you  that  I aa  to  have  'in  article  in 
the  M.Y.  Tin  53  aag.asine  next  Sunday.  The  editors  (here  I let  toy 
vanity  show)  called  it  "aost  eloquent  and  noat  excellent. * I 
tried  oo  ut  the  To;  :her  book  in  the  iiaport  nt  place  it  ho^ds 
in  •nelen  Keller  at  Seventy-five.11 

The  conferring  of  the  derroe  si  Cssbriogv  was  alaost 
unbearably  -prilling.  22,  >00  poofl*  r?  «nt  and  tnar  rave  her 
a standing  ovatido  when  tor  nano  v&e  called.  They  stcoa  for 
x- - id':.- ...  Cor.'ct  tr.&  for  Aaonauer,  but  for  non-,  of  the 

ot-ora,  though  nany  of  the  recipients  were  very  distinguished  :ea. 

Ve  ail  expect  i-o  be  alive  next  Tuaed&yl 

Ever  yours. 


P.5.  Many  t.-snks  for  the  check.  If  anybody  i-osos  it  now  it  ill 
ba  ns. 


Captions  for  "Teacher*  Photographs 


1.  Photograph®  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  alone  are  not  common.  The 
date  of  this  k is  irnknovn. 

2.  Tne  teacher  a girl,  the  pupil  a child,  both  already  famous,  and  the 
teacher  protectively  aware  of  the  dangers  4,h  t attend  celebrity.  1393. 

3.  Teacher  and  Helen  on  the  lawn  at  the  sunnier  home  in  fasi-ybrn  c&po  Breton  of 

Dr.  Alexander  Graham  Bell,  "one  of  the  happiest  visit:  of  my  life," 

Helen  says. 


4.  Teacher  in  California,  1918.  Neither  the  hor,e  nor  th©  log  belong  to 
her,  but  she  loved  animals  and  could  do  almost  anything  with  them. 

5.  Helen  triumphant I In  1931  she  persuaded  Teacher  to  accept  an  honorary 
degree  from  Temple  University  in  Philadelphia . Teacher  receives  the  honor, 
but  Helen  feels  it  as  her  own. 

6.  Teacher  looks  on  as  Helen  reads  the  lips  of  Mrs.  Calvin  Coolidge 
who  was  once  a teacher  of  the  deaf  and  whoso  interest  in  the  deaf  has 
been  lifelong. 

Teacher  In  the  early  1930’s,  virtually  blind,  he:  te.sk  nearly  done. 

She  died  in  October,  1936. 

3,  9.  Helen  carries  on  without  Teacher,  bat  f els  f t Twrcier  is  still 
with  her.  Her  companion  is  Foil.  T1  w.a:on.  Hoi  i has  rl  it-  d Japan  three 
times  and  many  of  the  blind  child  en  there  cell  h--i  Moth-  r, 

10.  For  two  arid  a half  years  Helen  and  Polly  visited  toe  a wounded  sniafckxrx 
veterans  in  U.S.  hospitals.  Later  they  paid  similar  visits  in  European 
hospitals. 


11.  With  Zulu  dancers  in  South  Africa,  1951* 


12.  A blind  father  proudly  handa  his  son  over  to  Helen.  The  child  is 
normal  and  normally  bewildered  by  the  camera, 

13.  This  scene  happens  to  be  in  Melbourne,  Australia,  but  it  lias  occurred 
in  so  m ny  uil'ferent  places  that  it  might  be  almost  anywhere . 

14.  ri  Helen  and  Polly  depart  for  India  and  the  Far  East,  February  lr>55. 

15.  A few  weekr  later,  with  Pandit  Nehru  in  New  Delhi. 


June  30,  1955 


Dear  Mr.  Maynard: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of 
June  21.  I am  vory  pleased  that  you  liked  ny 
little  article. 


During  the  storm  of  which  you  Broke 
Miss  Keller’s  dog  was  quite  as  aglt.  ted  as  yours. 

It  is  distressing  to  see  how  much  dogs  suffer 
during  t.h°se  electrical  disturbances. 

As  for  Miss  Louise  "’feeld's 
contribution  to  the  birthday  fund,  you  end  3he 
may  rest  assured  that  the  money  will  be  used 
exactly  as  Kiss  Cornell's  letter  said  that  It 
would.  Many  people  felt  that  the  fund  was  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  express  their  love  for 
Miss  Keller  in  a practical  way.  Tributes  came  to 
herfrom  all  over  the  world  and  no  one  ever 
deserved  them  mo:'©. 

I shall  tell  my  friends  that 
copies  of  the  JONG  OF  'I-:-  3TCNF  kALL  are  still 
available.  I still  think  your  bringing  it  back 
• nto  print  was  one  of  the  loveliest  things  that 
happened  In  connection  with  the  birthday. 

vlth  nil  good  wishes , I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


July  1,  1955 


Dear  Kiss  Mack, 


Thank  you  very  much  for  *•  Y • * you  svy 
about  my  nrtlclo  in  ihn  ~ .Y."  Tlrr  r.  The 

comments  I have  hat’  T.  .ve  bean  very  gratifying. 

I van  Nit.!  the  girl 8 in  Cambridge 
when  ision  received  her  decree  from  harvard  and  saw 
the  22,000  present  rlno  to  give  her  an  ovation,  ^hn 
birthday  Itself  wae  r©"y  quiet.  I spent  most  of  it 
at  the  tel  ©phone  taking  down  telegrams  and  cables 
from  all  over  Van  wor?-d.  In  the  evening  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  idams  or  i ; 3 naner  i J that 

was  all.  Mildred  did  not  cone  north.  The  messages 
were  s.ich  an  o -t.  curing  of  lo'o  as  few  have  h «ver 
received  and  none  has  eve*"  deserved  more  t)v  n Helen. 
She  and  Polly  are  excessively  tired  and  I do  earnestly 
bone  th?.t  no"  tvey  will  bo  able  to  relax — they  h've 
not  had  r chance  since  Feb.  4 v’  nr.  they  left  her-* 
and  Indeed  they  hsrKarbvw  had  bn  ?n  very  b"sy  for 
quite  come  time  Yaf“ore  that. 

I pjt  sorry  you  <51  ••  not  see  ~:  ~ 

OSCOX^  T^KED.  Et  was  better  over  TV  really  Mr  n in 
the  theater,  the  TV  being  a no  much  more  intimate 
medium.  All  comment s from  areas  wi  ore  it  did  appear 
have  bo -n  superb  on'1*  X think  it  ’.'ill  go  on  tre  -in 
amain. 


All  good  wishes,  as  always. 


July  1,  1955 


Dear  Lillian, 


'here  do  you  get  that  "Kps.  Henney" 
stuff  after  '*11  these  years?  It  was  good  to  hear 
from  you.  I appreciate  your  eomnent  on  the  article 
and  I appreciate  vour  taking  time  to  write  rne. 

■eith  and  1 stay  here  from  the  first 
of  ay  until  the  middle  of  November , except  ih  t he 
goes  down  to  Ms  office  at  KcLr  w Hill  about  once 
a month.  The  fling  from  which  1 have  Just 
returned — to  Cambridge  to  see  Helen  et  the  degree 
from  harvard  and  then  with  her  to  V oat-port  to  stay 
through  the  birthday— Is  moat  unusual  for  me,  but 
then  the  circumstances  were  moat  unusuei,  In  winter 
we  are  r.t  t hr  same  little  house  in  Garden  City.  It 
would  be  fun  If  you  n.nd  your  husband  could  come  over 
800*0  time — maybe  we’d  have  a chance  to  natch  up 
on  a few  of  the  things  that  have  been  happening 
during  all  these  years. 

Mtf  every  good  wish  to  you  all  and 
Keith  says  the  same, 


K r s . T obi a s V t so  n 
33^5  Seventy-fourth  it . 
Jackson  Heights 

Hew  York 


July  1,  1955 


Dear  Ken, 


here  are  the  corrected  galleys.  I am  still 
grog<y  with  fatigue,  but  I hope  I nave  done  them 
carefully.  You  must  hove  thought  I was  crazy  when  I 
spoke  of  aiy  Preamble — I see  now  th- 1 I was  so 
dissatisfied  with  the  word  that  I struck  It  out  before 
I sent  you  the  manuscript,  leaving  the  problem  of 
title  to  you.  I think  you  have  done  it  Juut  Jirt.ha* 
right,  with  my  name  at  the  beginning  to  warn  people 
they  don't  ave  to  read  it  id  they  don't  want  to. 

I spent  most  of  the  birthday  sitting  on  r.  stool 
'n  the  kitchen  taking  down  cabloe  ar.d  telegrams  and 
slitting  envelopes  during  intervals.  I never  saw  such 
an  outpouring  and  for  once  people  were  not  asking  for 
anything,  they  were  simply  telling  her  how  much  they 
loved  her.  The  telephone  couldn't  handle  the  traffic 
and  broke  its  rule  about  non-delivery  in  that  neighborhood 
by  sending  up  a batch  of  37  that  we  didn't  have  to  write 
down.  Strenuous  as  it  was,  it  was  very  heart-warning,  and 
I was  glad  to  see  your  telegram  among  them.  The  messages 
continue  to  pour  ir.  and  I hate  to  think  of  v -t  Folly 
Is  up  against.  He,  1 took  the  count.  Brother,  did  I 
take  the  count! 


July  1,  1955 


Dear  El 11, 


Thank 

I hope  no,-v  tk  1 
can  get  back  t.o 
routine.  I hate 
of  her  already, 
could  any  hutnt  n 


you  for  sending  on  tv r cheek, 
the  foundations  and  'arc an  Ridge 
something  resembling  normal 
to  think  of  what.  Polly  has  ahead 
She  cr-n’t  stand  much  more,  ncr 
being. 


I suppose  you  heard  about  the  reporters 
who  cr-.c  on  the  birthday.  One  arrived  at  nine 
and  I sent  him  away  for  a while.  The  others  were 
there  before  ten  and  did  not  leave  until  about 
a quarter  to  twelve — it  was  very  hard  on  every- 
body. The  15-minute  interview  seems  t.o  be  a 
Journalistic  fiction  to  get  inside  the  door.  You 
couldn't  have  done  anything  if  you  had  been  there, 
so  don't  worry  about  that  part  of  It, 

I have  an  accumulation  of  my  own  here 
to  take  c err  of. 


Just  this. 


All  good  wishes,  and  1 do  mean 


Hr.  Villiam  Fisher 

American  Foundation  for  the  'Hind 

15  Vest  16  St. 

New  York  11,  N.Y. 


July  8,  1955 


Dear  Mr.  erthelm: 

"'hank  you  very  much  for  your 

latter  .bout  my  artlcl.  on  Mias  KjUjJ  ‘* 

S.Y.  Times  Magazine.  It  is  very  & } ^ 

I do  have  a copy  of  KY 

**  I should  like  two  more  if  you  can  spare  *,e  . 

It  was  my  great 
„e  wUh  HI-  Keller  o.  her 

such  an  outpouring  o*  - j ^erQ  and  cards 

lv  cable  and  telegraph  and  “ SritS  did  not 
and  ror  once  most  of  \ ly  wanted  to  tell 

s ss  srsrs.  »,'sajruri*3»8 
tea  ss  sstss  ••»-*»> » 

this  trying  weather. 


v ith  all  good  wishes, 


I am 


’lnce^ely  yours, 


I‘r.  Edwrrd  L.  ertheim 
11  oat  42  St. 

New  York  36 

P.Y. 


July  3,  1955 


Dear  Mas  Mack, 


It  I3  too  late  to  add  any  more 
pictures  to  Helen's  book,  but  by  scrabbling  around 
we  ended  up  with  r very  nice  selection  I think. 
More  of  Helen  than  of  Teacher,  but  that  Ife  all 
right. 


I hate  to  ihink  of  the  burden  of 
correspondence  that  elen  and  Polly  are  laboring 
under,  especially  In  this  dreadful  weather.  It  Is 
hot  in  the  daytime,  even  here  in  the  mountains. 

No  chance  that  I know  of  to  get 
an  advance  copy  of  the  book. 

All  good  wishes, 


iss  Rebecca  Hack 
4 Rest  om  erflold  Apts. 

796  Clinton  Springs  Ave.,  Avondale 

Cincinnati  29 

Ohio 
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jUtt?  12-  !955 


Dear  arian  Robertson, 

ow  pleasant  to  hear 
from  you  and  to  have  such  direct  word  from 
Jo  and  :ob.  I often  think  of  them. 

So  f • r as  TEACHER  is 

concerned  I haven't  a galley  to  bless  myself 
with.  I read  the  author's  galleys  for  Helen 
but  they  have  gone  back.  Kate  Stelchen  or 
Ken  McCormick  at  Doubleday's  might  be  able  to 
help  you  out,  but  I know  the  galley  situation 
is  tight. 

All  good  wishes, 


iss  Harlan  Robertson 
assistant  tory  Editor 
Columbia  Plcturer  Corporation 
729  Seventh  Ave. 
hew  York  19,  N.Y. 


July  15,  1955 


Dear  <v  re i.  Jones: 


The  question  you  ask  in  your  letter 
of  July  5 about  Helen  Keller's  income  Is  one  that  has 
Interested  :.any  people. 

Captain  teller  was  able  to  pay  M13S 
Sullivan  for  only  a few  months.  A Mr.  John  Spaulding 
of  Boston  saw  elen  through  much  of  her  preparatory 
work  for  collegs.  Mr.  H.H.  Rogers  helped  her  through 
Radcliffe.  She  made  a little  money  herself  by  writing 
and  still  does,  but  it  has  never  been  enough  to  support 
her.  After  Mrs.  Macy  (Kiss  Sullivan)  became  ill  and 
nearly  blind  Andrew  Carnegie  granted  Helen  a small 
pension,  tut  this  was  not  enough  to  support  her  and  her 
teacher  and  the  companion  with  sight  who  had  become 
necessary.  Helen  went  into  vaudeville  to  augment  her 
income.  She  now  has  a salary  from  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas 
Blind,  ' hen  she  goes  out  on  tour,  as  she  did  earlier 
this  year,  other  organizations  for  the  blind  and 
governments  themselves  help  with  the  expenses,  but  she 
makes  nothing  out  of  it,  nor  would  she  wish  to.  In  her 
book  about  Krs.  1 acy,  rSAC:’FR,  which  is  to  be  published 
in  the  autumn  she  throws  a good  bit  of  light  on  the 
■financial  situation.  It.  has  always  been  and  is  now  a 
matter  of  grave  concern  to  her  friends.  And  in  the 
face  of  this  the  common  impression  is  that  she  is 
enormously  wealthy'. 

I hope  this  is  what  you  wanted  to  know. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


(,  rs.  ■ el la  Freddy  Tenney) 


rs.  John  . Jones 
919  Llndale  Avo. 
Drexel  ill 
Pennsylvania 


Foss  Mountain  Snowville,  JNew  Hampshire 

July  17,  1955 


Dearest  Nancy, 

It  was  good  to  hear  from  you.  It  has  been  in  mv 

^rlte  yOU  ever  since  1 l0ft  Arcan  r1^60,  but  I have  put 
it  off  for  reasons  that  will  be  obvious.  Most  of  whet  I shall 
say  is  ABSOLUTELY  CONFIDENTIAL  to  you  and  Kit  and  to  no  one 
else  and  I think  the  letter  should  probably  be  burned  after 
you  have  read  it. 


Other  things  first.  Myra  Hess's  introduction 
to  the  film  was  just  right  in  every  way  and  I am  happy  to 
have  a copy  ♦ It  is  wonderful  about  the  requests  from  the 
people  who  may  show  the  film  again.  A number  of  people  have 
written  me  who  saw  it,  all  very  deeply  moved.  Several  who 
had  seen  it  in  New  York  liked  it  better  on  TV  than  on  the 
screen.  I have  never  doubted  that  it  would  find  its  place. 
If  the  picture  of  Mrs.  Keller  that  is  in  the  film  is  the 
one  that  is  in  "Anne  Sullivan  Macy"  (and  I believe  it  is)  I 
think  Mildred  herself  supplied  it.  At  any  rate  Mildred  saw 
all  of  the  ASM  manuscript  and  photographs  before  it  was 
published,  so  did  Teacher  and  so  did  Polly,  so  did  Lenore 
Smith  and  others  and  there  have  been  no  complaints  to  now. 

I think  that  if  it  had  been  a different  picture  in  the 
film  from  the  one  in  ASM  I would  have  felt  a Jolt  and 
asked  questions.  I didn’t.  The  picture  is  full  face  and 
looks  like  Mrs.  Keller  and  is  younger  than  the  others  I 
have  seen  which  are  all  profile.  I think  the  Tysons  have 
found  a mare's  nest. 


Now  to  go  on.  Xhs  Nearly  everything  was 
radiant  and  wonderful  and  thrilling  in  Cambridge  and  what 
wasn't  was  minor  and  I won’t  go  into  it.  Much  was  wrong 
at  Arcan  Ridge.  Lillian  and  Ann  were  at  each  other's  throats 
and  Polly  had  it  out  with  each  of  them,  carefully  in  both 
instances  choosing  a time  when  I was  present.  An  uneasy  peace 
has  been  established,  but  it  is  not  likely  to  continue  very 
long.  In  that  case  Lillian  will  be  the  one  that  Polly  will  have 
to  depend  upon.  The  two  girls  were  both  at  odds  with  the  old 
man  who  potters  around  the  garden  in  the  evenings  and  on 
Saturdays.  His  helper,  a nice  young  man  named  George,  had 
quit  over  a row  about  who  was  to  get  Helen' s old  car  when 
the  new  Buick  was  brought  in  and  there  were  other  domestic 
difficulties.  The  TV  set  and  the  dishwasher  were  on  the 

blink  (both  fixed  while  I was  there),  the  basement  was 
flooded  because  roots  had  choked  the  drain-pipe,  some  of  the 
windows  wouldn't  open  or  shut  and  there  were  more  petty 
annoyances  of  this  kind,  the  sort  anyone  with  a house  has  to 
put  up  with  all  the  time.  Somebody  at  the  Foundation  had 
questioned  Polly's  expenditures.  Jimmy  Adams  demanded  an 
accounting  and  found  nothing  out  of  the  way,  but  it  means  a 
whole  reorganization  of  the  way  the  girls'  finances  are 
handled.  This  was  the  reason  why  I called  Kit  and  Dr.  Dixon 
to  be  members  of  the  board  of  Helen's  trustees.  I checked 
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oiit  of  this  whole  aspect  of  it  when  I left  Westport  but 
I had  a number  of  talks  with  Jlmmj,  two  In  person;  several 
by  telephone,  and  hope  he  le  following  through  loll, 
was  so  tired  that  she  did  not  realise  thal  she'waa  Ured 

oafld,e|r,awdaywbrOU«ht  ne>l  d90lelons  and  a staggering  burden 
of  mall.  She  had  five  or  six  hates  simmering  ill  thf  S 

and  whenever  we  had  a few  minutes  to  relax  fnlt  of?ln)  ole 

?r  “I  Ir,fame  t0  a bo11-  8111  Plah9r  ««  the  chief 
Crocket tlUgh »bep  rs"S®d  d°"h  through— for  Sod’s  eake-Dav, 
She  seemed  to  get  some  kind  of  release  from  ^ 

irratinnflier8e^fTg0’  but  at  tlmes  she  seemed  to  me  quite 
mlnlaJ  SSdUlol.0*'"9  ^ 86"'1°U8ly  dl»turbed  about  her 

It  had  never  occurred  to  me  that  she  would  do  anythin* 
Us  rejoice  when  people  liked  the  article  about  Helen  which 

through  ^imeS  P:aSazln®.  hut  the  request  to  me  came  ‘ 

through  Bill  Fisher  and  she  was  so  mad  with  him  about 

( Justifiably  in  some  Instances  I thought) 

thP^r+i^1116  d d°  Was  riSht-  Polly  read  a carbon  of 

the  article  when  we  were  in  Cambridge  and  said  she  liked  it 

I myself  speHed  it  all  to  Helen  after  we  got  hid  to  Arcan* 
Ridge  and  she  said  it  was  ik  one  of  the  best  things  that  had 
every  been  written  about  her,  but  that  Sunday  as  friends  of 
mln?  ?fPt  Calling  to  **  say  thit  th^y  had 
P?i:Ly  eot  lt;  lnt°  her  head  that  I was  taking  away 
Hpvo+H^l9n+f  gJ0r?  on  An  occasion  that  should  have  been 
rSy  t0  Helen*  Shf  felt  that  any  article  in 
on  th®  fv®  °f  Helen's  birthday  should  have  been  bv 
seemed  to  forget  that  I had  poured  out  my  heart  In 

lid  r,H  leS  fn^for  Teacher  and  for  her.  I think  she  is 
and  m lain?" ’ bUI  the  fact  that  she  could  80  misunderstand 

Twaf  look?S7n+r’  97?n  a Sh°rt  tlDIe’  made  me  feel  that 

U ki^  1?t®  a pit  of  horror.  It  bothers  me  that  thi 

?v,up  tga1^  because  Doubleday's  (quite  a lot  of  the 
people  there)  and  others  who  have  read  it  have  spoken  in 
extravagant  terms  about  my  foreword  to  Helen's  book.  If  the 
reviewers  praise  it  (and  I am  left  in  the  odd  position  of 

h??in?+th?y  d?n  1 am  afraid  polly  won’t  like  it.  I can't 
neip  it  Teacher  is  the  one  to  whom  I render  my  account  in 
these  matters. 

What  with  this  and  that  I came  home  much  thinner  than 
1 aWay  and  looking  in  general  like  a rag  that  had 

been  used  to  scrub  a rough  cement  floor.  I have  never  seen 
eith  mad  but  two  or  three  times  in  my  life:  this  was  one  of 
the  times.  But  on  sober  second  thought  he  realizes  as  I do 
you  both  do  that  what  Polly  needs  is  tenderness.  They 
living  2®l0t-ly  now»  80  far  as  social  life  is  concerned, 
dt  i„??PK  thlfk.W?'11  ®lve  Polly  th®  healing  relaxation  that 
'®  ???*  h?Ve  lf  tra6edy  18  to  he  averted.  Helen  knows  that 
something  is  very  wrong.  Mrs.  Davidson  and  Lillian  are 

i?  ♦^?t0ly  there  and  1 f#®l  sore  would  communicate  with  me 
t?68  g?o  worse*  1 did  not  talk  with  them  about  it,  nor 
with  Jimmy  Adams,  but  I did  talk  with  him  about  what  should 
be  done  in  an  emergency.  "Helen  will  come  here,"  he  said 


Foss  Mountain  SnouviUe,  1 Xew  Hampshire 


J « J*  hls  !?°me  in  Greenwich).  That  would  be  good 
He  did  not  mean  that  he  would  keep  her  always,  but "in  * 
his  home  she  would  be  surrounded  by  space  and  love  and 
service  until  we  all  had  time  to  rally  our  forces. 

Polly  has  been  like  herself  the  few  times  that  I 

back  T holWTlth  h6r  °Ver  the  telePhone  since  I've  been 
nn  ^ L P Iiam  °v®rconcQrned,  but  even  now  that  I am 
up  to  my  normal  weight  again  and  busy  with  other  things 
the  anxiety  does  not  lift.  I am  sure  that  there  is  NOTHING 
that  any  of  us  can  do  now  and  that  discussing  it  with  anvone 
else  might  be  disastrous.  It  is  probably  awful  of  me  to  " 
write  you  this  long  letter  (It  could  b.  t,e„  , 

Stl11  the  half  of  “)■  but  1 feel  that 
the  time  may  come  when  we  have  to  act  as  a unit  and  I 

that  we  ca^get?6*3  ^ ^ united  background  of  understanding 
Maybe  I'm  the  psychopath! 


My  love  to  you  both, 


y°u  should  ever  need  me  by  telephone  between 
11:Q0  A.M.  and  noon  is  the  best  time  from  now  until 
Labor  Day.  A girls'  camp  is  on  our  line  and  the  parents 
keep  it  busy  during  the  evenings  talking  to  their 
darlings.  We  thought  of  installing  a private  wire,  but 
that  would  be  an  additional  $18  a month  the  year  around 
and  we  decided  that  it  wasn't  worth  it. 


I 


SnowvilJe,  July  17,  1955 


t 


Dearest  jolly. 


I hope  that  you  and  Helen  are  having  one  of  your 
long  restful  therapeutic  Sundays  and  that  your  weather  la  better 
th.  n ours  which  io  hot  and  muggy.  The  nights  are  cool  but  that 
la  not  much  comfort  at  three  o'clock  In  the  afternoon.  And  I 
hope  you  have  found  a good  typist  In  the  neighborhood  to  help  with 
that  fearful  burden  of  correspondence . I always  knew  that 
public  life  was  awful,  but  the  full  horror  of  it  never  hit  me  In 
the  face  the  way  It  did  during  that  birthday  period.  And  while  I 
am  hoping  I hope  yours  and  Helen's  poison  Ivy  is  gone,  hlne  went 
some  days  ago. 


La  t Monday  I received  a postcard  from  you 
airmailed  from  Mandalay  on  May  17'.'.  Nothing  on  it  to  show  whore 
it  was  held  up. 

Xen.  as  you  may  know,  is  on  vacation  (I  don't 
know  for  how  long),  but  Kate  Stelchen  Is  there  and  she  is  lm  ensely 
capable,  the  kind  of  assistant  that  all  business  men  Long  for.  I 
think  I told  you  that  she  Is  the  daughter  of  Edward  Stelchen, 
the  celebrated  photographer  who  is  Carl  Sandburg's  bother-in-law. 

Much  as  I dislike  Walter  Winchell  I was  pleased 
with  his  tribute  to  Helen  (her  appeal  Is  truly  universal)  and 
I thought  Joseph  North’s  little  article  very  fresh  and  attractive. 

I don’t  know  if  you  know  that  the  Faith  Baldwin  who  wrote  the 
charming  letter  from  Orleans,  Maes.,  is  an  extremely  successful 
author  of  po  ular  magazine  fiction.  Her  husband  died  a year  or 
so  ago  and  afterwards  she  wrote  a book  of  poems  which  revealed 
a depth  and  beauty  in  her  character  that  I think  few  had 
su soected . I had  not  realized  that  Mrs#  Terhune  was  a spiritualist. 
All’ these  items  I sun  returning — the  letters  I think  should  go 
with  tt e other  birthday  messages  that  you  are  keeping.  I assume 
that  the  Foundation  is  collecting  all  printed  matter  concerning 
tho  event. 


I had  a letter  from  Columbia  Pictures  Corpor  tion 
asking  for  galleys  of  TEACHER.  I referred  them  to  Hen.  I don't 
think  anything  will  come  of  this,  or  perhaps  should  come  of  it , 
but  it  shows  that  word-of-mouth  news  is  getting  around  about  the 
bookT-and  that  it  Is  favorable. 

N-'ncy  sent  me  a copy  of  Myra  i ess’s  Introduction 
to  the  film.  Excellent  I thought.  A number  of  people  have 
either  written  to  me  or  s oken  to  me  to  say  hovr  much  they  enjoyed 
It.  The  coverage  was  apparently  quite  spotty — 11  was  not  on  the 
network  In  Philadelphia  or  in  Marlon  or  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  but 
from  wh  t Nancy  says  of  the  way  requests  for  It  are  coming  In 
I imagine  it  will  in  time  be  shown  nearly  everywhere. 

Ve  have  been  much  concerned  about  illness  this 
week.  Keith's  mother,  now  89,  has  been  having  serious  trouble 
with  her  back.  Arthritis  we  think.  She  is  stoical  about  it  and 
is  deriving  great  comfort  from  T1  SOHO  OF  1 KF  STON  - A 

sent  her  a copy.  Then  a friend  of  oura  who  was  spending  his  v cation 


in  the  little  house  with  his  mother,  his  wife,  and  two  children 
had  to  bo  taken  to  the  hospital  late  yesterday  af * ernoon  to 
be  fed  intravenously.  The  diagnosis  is  still  uncertain,  it  may 
be  phlebitis,  w to  which  he  is  subject,  or  it  may  be  a 
recurrence  of  peptic  ulcer,  or  it  may  be  something  else.  Me 
was  in  terrific  pain  and  could  not  keep  anything  on  his 
stomach.  He  i3  in  good  hands  and  his  family  is  not  unduly 
alarmed,  but  naturally  wo  are  all  anxious. 

Ann  is  not  here  yet.  (I  opened  the  Spectator  and  read  it 
with  interest.)  She  was  delayed  by  a leaky  roof,  but  I hoe 
she  will  be  with  us  before  the  week  is  up.  Houses'.  Ye've  Just 
discovered  that  the  littlo  porch  to  the  Annex  i3  rotting  off. 
But  not  until  after  it  was  all  painted  and  prettied  up.  A3 
Romaln  Rowland  so  wisely  says,  "The  mortal  enemy  of  the  soul 
is  the  daily  wear  and  tear." 

I hope  you  and  Helen  have  seen  GATE  0r  HELL.  It  will  do 
you  good. 

FI ease  take  care  of  yourselves. 


My  love, 


July  17,  1955 


Dearest  Nancy , 


It  was  good  to  hear  from  you.  h any  thanks 
for  many  thlng3.  I think  i'yra  lass's  Introduction  to  the 
film  Just  right  In  every  way  and  I am  happy  to  have  a 
copy.  I did  not  see  the  noi lco  In  Variety.  I have  had 
a number  of  fine  comments  from  friends  of  mine  who  saw 
the  picture;  also  some  walls  o'*  disappointment  because 
It  was  not  shown  in  certeln  areas  like  arlon  and 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Philadelphia,  but  I imagine  the 
future  will  t~ke  care  of  these.  It  Is  sickening  about 
Rome  and  Paris,  but  I have  never  doubted  that  the  film 
will  "find  itself,'’  3o  to  speak,  and  even  In  such  places 
I think  it  will  eventually  triumph. 

I never  saw  Mrs.  Keller,  but  If  the  picture 
of  her  in  the  film  Is  the  same  as  the  one  in  ANTF  SULLIVAN 
KACY  (and  I think  It.  Is)  I am  not  cure  but  that  Mildred 
herself  furnished  it.  At  any  rate  she  saw  It,  Teacher  and 
Polly  and  Lonoke  Smith  saw  It  and  this  Is  the  "ir  t tinn 
it.  has  ever  been  questioned.  It,  is  ^ull  face,  not  profile 
like  the  other  photographs  of  Kra.  Keller  that  I have 
seen,  but  it  looks  like  her.  It  may  be  that  Mildred  heo 
not  seen  the  original  picture  in  many  years  and  that^ 
she  did  not  have  ime  really  to  study  it,  as  it  went  by 
on  th  - screen.  I think  the  Tysons  are  mistaken.  I have 
never  been  much  surprised  at  their  ignorance  of  lelen, 
but  I am  some  hat  surprised  at  this. 

It  was  In  ay  mind  to  write  you  a long 
letter  after  I got  back  from  Arcan  nidge.  I came  sway 
very  profoundly  disturbed,  but  the  more  I tl  In:  about  1. 
the  more  I feel  that  there  Is  NOTHING  we  enn  do,  except 
to  try  to  give  Polly  even  more  love  and  understanding 
than  we  have  in  the  pact.  At  times  I felt  that  rvo  was 
simply  not  hercelf — have  you  run  into  this  or  I 
turning  psychopath  or  something.  oily  has  rrore  on 
her  shoulders  than  any  human  being  ought  to  ivc  to 
carry,  but  she  herself  has  got  to  find  the  help  she 
needs.  It  is  all  very  com, lie  ted  and  It  would  take  ate 
50  single-spaced  type-written  ages  to  expl  in  it. 

It  is  not  easy  after  a royal  tour  to  come  down  wit  s 
jrtraixta  thump  to  a flooded  basement,  a dishwasher  that 
has  to  be  replaced,  a TV  set  that  has  to  be  repaired, 
windows  that  won't  open  or  shut,  etc.  on  through  servant 
trouble.  They  are  living  quietly  now,  so  f r as  social 
life  is  concerned,  and  Polly  may  be  able  to  unwind.  I 
hope  so— God,  how  I hope  sol  BUT  WE  MUST  NO!  II...  J 

THIS  POINT . I have  not  discussed  it  with  anyone  vnot  even 
Jimmy  Adams)  with  whom  I had  several  good  talks.  I am 
sure  that  if  t-  e situation  deteriorates  Lillian  or  rs. 
Davidson  wl  a know,  then  If  we  have  to  we  11  do 

something. 


uch  love,  always. 


Snowville,  July  19,  1955 


Dearest  Polly, 

minute,  one  trJuS^l^tSt’thU  lLlTPllTeol  ??  ? 

van  Wyc^to^rltr^book  T*'**  Wa8  a K°od  onft:  he  oakSd™** 

^snthov08raphifi  f i«SLpss1;niowSe^.j.sj;is 

3?oks  lhey  ar°  called.  There  was,  and  I think  still  is  a 
place  for  such  a hook.  But  when  his  was  finirhed  it  til 

Kas  no'  for  *<>“"8  people,  but  for^adult. 

r-nd  tne  publishers  refused  to  accept  it-  This  wus  pPn^m 
House  Then  he  took  It  to  Putter, llB ^ publish^" 

?5?  ” “g  *'?  °"VVh*  r<^--  isflni8, 

ning  that  i don  t like  about  all  this  is  that  the  nubile* t inn 
date  was  set  without  consulting  you  or  even  me.  At  the  very 
beginning  I brought  up  the  point  that  there  might  be  a con^lnt 
and  he  assured  me  that  there  would  not.  6 conflict 


I think  (especially  since  I talked  with  Ken) 
th  we  need  not  worry,  but  even  apart  from  that  I think  there 
r-p?7<»b?0kiabOUt  Helen  that  could  compete  with  a book  by  Helen 

Sfac-Sp1®?1?  °ne  < 6°rr*  up  lnto  the  realms  of  poetry  like 

f reimpressed  by  it  when  I read  the  galleys.  She 

rJ'6ht  1°  }BPZB  °Ut  the  slraight  chronological  background,  for 

of  Sfi?°??8+and  lnt0rpretation,  but  Ken  and  the  rest 

Qj  t e editors  felt  that  most  readers  would  need  to  refer  to  that 

rnCSrUvnVr  that  ls  why  they  asked  rne  to  set  it  down.  It  serves 

THF  STORY^F^V  livl  ??*  th®  Su"-plementary  Account  does  in 
.!  Y jIt^.  It  brings  the  record  up  to  date  and  I think 

these  two  hooks  will  stand  side  by  side  as  Helen's  great  classics. 

We  have  no  control  over  whet  people  write  about  her 
exce;  ' =8  to  accuracy  when  they  give  us  a chance  and  Van  V yck  did 
gl  e us  tnat  chance,  e helped  him  (as  I think  we  should  everyone) 
P°SBit)Ie  way>  even  to  letting  him  see  the  manuscript  of 
would  have  had  a great  grievance  if  we  had  not  and 
' on-r  not  have  been  good.  I did  not  hold  out  on  him  about  the 
introduction — it  wasn't  written  until  3ome  time  after  I had  sent 
r.ln  re  s.  I felt,  as  you  did,  that  his  book  lacks  freshness 
t ,ue  special  quality  that  gave  his  article  distinction),  but  we 
must  remember  that  other  people  are  not  as  familiar  with  the 
story  as  we  are.  I felt  that  he  did  not  fully  realize  Teacher's 
importance  and  I was  disappointed  that  he  did  not  say  more  about 
you,  for  be  knows  you  and  could  have  added  som- thing  there  of 
real  significance.  Put  on  the  whole  it  is  a pleasant,  agreeable 
little  book  and  I think  we  do  not  have  to  worry  about  It  in  any  way 


In  a few  minutes  I will  set  out.  for  Fryeburgh  to 
meet  nn.  Mbe  is  so  late  tv  at  she  will  not  have  much  of  s visit, 
with  us  this  year,  ''ur  friend  who  was  ill  1b  still  in  the 
hospital  and  will  be  for  a week  or  more,  but  Intravenous  feeding 
eas  stopped.  It  was  a virus  infection,  very  severe,  is  1 oss  ls 
flying  up  from  Maryland  today  to  see  him. 


July  20,  1955 


r'earrBt  Tolly, 


era  Is  something  1 hate  like  hell  to 
as  you  bocaose  It  reveals  my  own  stupidity  and  it 
will"  cause  you  a little  trouble — I hope  not  much. 

The  morning  I left  there  I packed  my  treasures  so 
carefully--the  beautiful  ivory  (which  everybody  loves 
who  sees  it)  and  my  pearls  ( :y  precious  coils!)  and 
(I  thought  )tlhe  blue  and  silver  necklace  that  Lenore 
gave  me.  I showed  Ann  the  ivory  and  pearls  yesterday, 
hut  I can't  find  Lenore' s necklace.  Is  it  possible  that 
I left  it  on  the  bureau  in  the  guest  room?  I don't  think 
so  and  there  would  be  no  use  in  making  a big  search, 
for  it  was  never  out  of  that  room  except  when  it  was 
around  my  neck.  It  has  probably  slipped  behind  something 
here,  but  we've  all  tried  to  find  it,  without  luck.  It 
may  be  In  a little  box  marked  Kohlberg's  or  something  of 
the  sort — anyway  that  famou3  3hop  in  Denver.  DON’*!  DO 
MORE  ?1  \N  GLANCE  AROUND  THE  GUT ST  ROOM. 

1 had  a long  setter  from  Kelson  in  which  the 
spoke  of  his  delight  at  how  well  you  and  Helen  wore  -ooking, 
but  the  main  burden  of  his  xetcer  was  that  the  time  had 
come  to  pay  a special  tribute  to  lolly  and  to  Polly  alone 
for  the  great  contribution  she  has  made  not  only  to  -'elen 
but.  to  the  world.  I couldn't  agree  with  him  more,  out 
his  plan  was  so  fantastic  that  I think  you  will  gat  a good 
laugh  out  of  it:  a TV  presentation  on  the  "This  is  Your 
Life"  program  with  you  end  Helen  and  Katharine  Cornell 
and  Sophie  Tucker  and  conrad  cerens  and  Dr.  ;ixon  and^ 
me,  all  of  us  gabbling  about  you  except  Helen  who  would 
be  holding  vour  hand  to  comfort  you  as  the  story  of  your 
life  is  unfolded!  Veil,  I needn't  go  into  all  the 
reasons  why  a thing  11ao  this  could  not  do  ono,  but  I 
told  Kelson  to  think  again.  He  is  awfully  good  in 
producing  vivid  and  workable  leas  and  there  are 
thousands  of  people  who  would  be  grateful  to  him  if  he 
could  suggest  a way  in  which  all  <tEaus  who  love  and  admire 
you  could  daan  well  say  so  with  the  greatest  poosible 
emphasis.  The  opportunity  will  come, I am  sure  of  that, 
and  kelson  may  be  the  one  to  bring  it  about. 

Our  weather  is  superb.  I hope  yours  is 
too.  This  afternoon  we  may  go  up  to  nee  a beaver  pond 
on  the  South  40.  The  damn  is  60  feet  long,  with  a big 
beaver  house  at,  one  end  and  the  pond  covers  sever-  1 
acres.  Ann  hns  never  seen  a beaver  pond,  so  she  is 
especially  looking  forward  to  the  expedition. 

’be  and  ^elth  and  Bertha  Join  me  in 
sending  lo^e  and  wishing  that  you  both  were  here. 


I hope  to  heaven  that  this  new  woman  will  prove  to  be 
exactly  what  you  want,  but  good  people  are  hard  to  find  and 
you  muBtn  t be  discouraged  if  you  have  to  try  again. 

Read  whodunits  and  don't  wash  your  f-ce. 

My  love, 


Snowvllle,  New  H< mpshire 
July  20,  1955 


Dear  Nelson, 


I think  you  have  a wonderful  Idea — that  ie,  that 
the  time  has  come  to  pay  a tribute  to  Polly  herself.  In 
fact  I would  say  that  It  Is  urgent.  I thought  she  looked 
well  when  I was  there,  but  the  fret  of  getting  the  house 
reorganized  and  the  immensity  of  the  pressures  .coming 
against  her  from  all  directions  vere  taking  their  toll. 

She  needs  a lift  to  her  spirit. 

The  TV  program  you  suggest  Is  not  the  way  to  do  it. 
The  Unconquered  was  shown  over  CRS-TV  on  June  26  with  great 
success.  Kore  than  a hundred  requests  came  during  the  first 
week  for  further  showings  of  all  kinds.  I haven't  had  a 
recent  figure,  but  I am  sure  that  the  number  Is  much  higher 
now.  Also  most  of  the  people  you  mention  would  not  appear  on 
TV.  Helen  and  Polly  wouldn't  because  of  Helen's  voice;  early 
experiments  showed  that  such  appearances  are  unwise  and  Polly 
has  quite  properly  made  them  taboo.  Katharine  Cornell  wouldn't 
(this  came  up  in  connection  with  the  film)  because  she  is 
st ill  one  of  the  glamour  ladies  of  the  theater  and  the  TV 
cameras  are  too  cruel  tc  this  aspect  of  her  career.  I wouldn't 
for  ten  million  resons,  none  of  which  need  be  mentioned. 

But  something  ought  to  be  done — must  be  done.  Is  there  a medal 
or  an  award  that  you  know  of?  It  ought  to  be  something  big  and 
public  that  would  make  all  the  papers.  You  are  always  fertile  in 
suggestions  and  I am  depending  upon  you  to  surpass  yourself. 

I did  very  much  enjoy  the  Outlook,  ^elen  had  it 
in  Braille  while  I was  there  and  she  too  was  enjoying  it.  It 
1 8 interesting  that  there  has  been  so  much  diversity  In 
choosing  favorites  among  the  pieces.  I was  greatly  taken  by 
Harry  Morgan's,  Helen  spoke  especially  of  Conrad  Keren's  ^it 
brought  back  so  many  poignant  memories),  a blind  poet  liked 
Richard  Kinney's  and  so  on.  I think  they  were  all  good  and  that 
they  built  up  to  an  excellent  portrait  of  Helen. 

The  girls  do  have  a new  car,  you  will  be  glad  to  know, 
a handsome  black  Snzi  Eulck  four-door  sedan  and  if  it.  did  not 
meet  you  at  the  station  it  is  because  it  has  so  many  gadgets 
on  it  that  the  two  girls  who  work  for  them  are  not  yet 
accustomed  to  driving  the  brute. 

I do  so  deeply  agree  with  you  that  Polly  needs  a 
boost.  Let's  give  ltl  You  say  how. 


Ever  yours, 


July  20,  1955 


Dearest  «ancy, 


Ihe  other  day  I had  a letter  from  Nelson 
Neff  who  is  now  back  In  Panama  after  a month's  leave  In 
the  'Tnited  States,  he  spent  an  evening  at  Arcan  Rld?e 
and  was  delighted  to  ^in*  Relen  and  Polly  looking  bo 
well,  but  the  main  burden  of  hi?  letter  was  th?t  the  time 
has  come  to  pay  a special  tribute  to  Polly.  He  spoke  of 
Polly's  always  being  in  the  shadow  of  Teacher  or’ Helen  and 
I quote:  "hether  she  ever  admits  it,  I have  always  sensed 
a hidden  longing  for  some  acknowledgement  of  the 
contribution  t.b~t  has  been  her  life,  which  feeling  she 
works  against  most  nobly."  "And  again  it  will  give 

Polly  a certain  bolstering  at  a time  that  she  needs  it." 

He  is  dead  right.  In  her  lowest  moments  of  depression  I 
think  Polly  feels  that  nearly  everybody  gets  more 
credit  than  she  does.  Recent  events  h>ve  made  this  more 
evident,  though  I am  sure  that  polLy  does  not  admit  it 
even  to  herself. 

Kelson  had  a fantastic  l*ea  for  a TV 
pre°  ntstion  on  "This  is  Your  Life,"  with  Helen  and  Polly 
and  Kit  and  Sophie  Tucker  and  Arturo  Pdwards  an*  Conrad 
Berens  and  me  as  the  principal  characters.  Not  ^'orth  a 
second  thought,  but  something  ought  to  be  done- -something 
fine  and  big  and  public,  something  that  will  make  all  the 
papers.  Is  the- e a me 'al?  I think  I may  write  to  ^ric 
about.  Polly's  getting  the  Nigel  Medal  for  Service  to  the 
Blind  this  October.  That  would  be  good,  but  there  ought 
to  be  something  much  better.  I told  Nelson  to  think  again: 
he  is  fertile  in  Ideas  and  might  bit  upon  something  ^resh 
and  original.  The  Outlook  for  the  Blind  could  devote  an 
issue  to  Polly,  but  that  again  confines  what  is  done  to  a 
^mall  audience.  You  and  Kit  naturally  think  In  Larged? nd 
spacious  terms — please  come  up  with  a noble  plan  of 
wide  dimensions. 


My  love, 


I .S.  Ji  my  and  arvelle  Adams  are  trying  to  get  someone 
to  live  in  the  house  with  H and  F.  The  man  they  3ent 
lasted  a.  few  hours.  The  woman  who  followed  Folly  already 
does  not  like.  She  has  blue  hair,  but  Polly  is  going  to 
try  ber.  I did  my  best,  to  tell  Jimmy  that  this  was  not  the 
way  to  go  about  it.  No  luck  and  this  kind  of  thing  takes  a 
lot  out  of  ^oily , not.  to  speak  of  the  way  it  upsets 
everybody  else. 


July  21,  1555 


Dear  Eric, 


I feel  that  Folly  Is  In  great  nesd  of 
a boost  to  her  spirit.  The  burden  of  work  and 
the  pressures  against  her  from  all  sides  have  teen 
terrific  ever  since  she  and  Helen  returned,  jle 
works  so  h«rd  nd  ao  much  alone  that  she  wouldn't 
te  human  If  she  did  not  sometimes  think  of  herself 
as  the  forgotten  woman.  She  is  hammered  at  with 
advice  and  criticism  and  while  she  knows  in  her 
heart  that  we  love  and  admire  her  I think  she 
needs  some  concrete  expression  of  it.  The 
glancing  references  to  her  In  all  the  recent 
publicity  have  not  been  enogh.  Others  feel  as 
I do — \elson  Neff  for  one — and  I hove  written 
to  Dancy  amllton  nd  'athnrlne  Cornell,  tan 
you  come  up  with  an  IdeaV  has  the  foundation  over 
thought  of  giving  her  the  Kigel  iedal?  Or  la 
there  something  else? 

All  good  wishes,  as  always. 


Mr.  Eric  Boulter 

American  foundation  '"or  Overseas  Hind 
22  West  17  St. 

New  York  11 
N.Y. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
July  22,  1955 


Dearest  Polly, 


I still  find  it  hard  to  believe  that  Van  V'yck 
has  done  whet  he  has  done.  Pack  at  the  beginning  when  I sooke 
of  possible  conflict  between  the  two  books  he  said  "There  will 
be  no  conflict"  and  added  that  his  book  would  follow  Helen's 
by  .-bout  six  months.  I had  told  him  that  you  ought  to  read  the 
manuscript  and  was  shocked  when  he  said  galleys  were  nearly 
ready.  Then  he  said  ho  thought  his  book  might' help  Helen's, 
a further  shock  to  which  I mad©  no  ansv/er  exceed,  to  call  Ken 
the  next  morning.  I could  toll  that  Ken  did  not.  altogether  trust 
Dutton's  because  after  the  man  hod  made  his  promise  ken  said, 

"Kow  you  won't  Jump  the  gun  on  that,  will  you?"  And  the  man  said 
No.  Dutton's  never  wanted  the  book  in  the  first,  place  and  took  it 
only  because  of  their  long  association  with  Van  Wyck.  Now  they 
are  cutting  comers  to  get  on  th*>  market  before  TEACHER  m appears. 
It  is  a gross  betrayal  and  I cannot  but  feel  that  it  is  going  to 

react  against  them.  I have  too  much  confidence  in  Helen’s 

abilities  and  In  her  performance  in  this  book  of  hers  to  accept 
Van  V.’yck's  as  a rival  or  a competitor  in  eny  sense. 

I am  inclosing  my  introduction  to  TEACHER.  You  will 
never  knew  hew  I longed  to  have  you  at  my  side  while  I was 
writing  it  and  the  other  two  pieces  I did  about  Helen.  And  I 
don't  think  that  you  ever  understood  that  what  filled  me  with 
absolute  horror  that  morning  when  my  article  came  out  was  that 
yon  seemed  to  think  that  I_  had  snatched  a chance  away  from  ^elen 
to  do  something  for  my  own  glory--after  thirty  years  of  such 

close  friendship  it  seemed  impossible  (and  the  Van  Vyck  thing  had 

already  happened).  If  I had  done  what  you  seemed  to  think  my 
betrayal  would  have  been  greater  than  his.  These  three  pieces 
were  the  first  things  I had  ever  written  about  Helen  for 
publication  and  I so  terribly  wanted,  them  to  be  in  some  slight 
measure  worthy  of  her  a that  I could  not  help  being  happy  when 
people  said  they  liked  them.  What  Leonard  said  that  morning  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  way  I felt-  in  fact,  1 thought  it  sweet  of 
him  to  he  concerned.  It.' 3 all  water  under  the  bridge  now,  but  I 
can't  remember  when  anything  has  o^de  me  as  completely  miserable 
as  your  '"“action  did  tvot  Dunday,  but  I think  I understand 
better  now  and  it  is  all  behind  us.  I have  explained  how  the 
introduction  came  about.  It  is  of  course  the  same  story  that  has 
teen  told  so  any  times,  which  is  one  of  fhe  rer sons  why  it  was 
30  hard  to  write.  I agonized  over  it,  as  I do  over  everything 
connected  with  Helen,  but  I was  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  to 
try  to  do  something  for  her,  as  I always  am.  Doubleday's  and  the 
other  people  who  have  read  it  have  praised  it  extravagantly,  but  n 
non-  of  thst  will  mean  very  much  to  me  unless  you  like  it.  "Enough,1 
as  Helen  says. 

Have  one  of  the  girls  bring  you  a copy  of  " oman  s 
Home  Comimnlon"  for  July.  You  will  ^ind  Helen  among  the  Glamour 
Women  in  an  article  by  Lily  Dache  which  I imagine  will  he 
public-  -•A.  - t er  as  a book.  Helen  do -n  have  • a ou r , along  with 


a thousand  or  two  other  greater  qualities,  but  hold  on  to 
yourself  when  you  look  at  the  article,  for  the  Duchees  of  Windsor, 
Mme.  Chang  Kai-Shek,  "Pat"  Nixon,  and  Mrs.  Hobby  are  among  the 
others.  Helen  Hayes  and  Marlene  Dietrich  are  included  and  In 
the  photographs  arlene  Dietrich  an'  Helen  teller  are  by  long 
odde  the  most  glamourous  looking.  I was  surprised  that  Katharine 
Cornell  was  not  among  them,  for  I think  glamour  is  one  of  her 
outstanding  qualities. 

Our  friend  in  the  little  house  Is  much  better — wrong  to 
say  that  he  13  in  the  little  house  because  he  Is  still  In 
hospital  and  probably  will  be  for  several  more  days.  But  he  is 
over  the  hump  and  we  are  not  so  anxious. 

Today  la  hot  and  things  h ve  piled  up.  Ve  began  by  inviting 
the  Rocketts  for  a lobster  supper.  (Frank  Rockett  Is  the  one  who 
is  in  the  hospital),  ince  there  are  four  Rocketts  and  Ann  is 
here  that  means  dinner  for  eight.  Don  Fink  telephoned  to  say  that 
he  wa3  going  to  be  in  Conway  about  noon  on  his  way  back  from 
Washington  and  could  he  and  hie  fatally  come  up.  The  answer  wss  of 
course  Yea.  This  means  Don  and  Pally  and  three  children  and  Sally's 
mother  and  father.  Then  a cousin  of  mine  called  up — they  were 
visiting  in  Sandwich  and  wanted  to  come  over  today,  -'elth  told  them 
(Ann  and  I were  shopping  In  Conway)  that  ve  were  tied  up  noon, 
afternoon,  and  evening.  "That's  all  right,"  they  said,  "we'll  cone 
in  the  monning."  Three  of  th6m.  I am  expecting  them  almost  ? rw 
minute  and  Keith  has  to  go  back  to  Garden  City  tomorrov  night! 

How  ti  is  sort  of  thing  happens  with  everybody!  .Taped ally  in  a 
country  house  in  summer. 

" ell,  I guess  this  is  the  news  to  this  moment.  I'll  be  in 
touch  with  you. 


L.y  love  to  you  both,  ever  and  always. 


July  22,  1955 


Dear  Mr.  Hutchinson: 


to  sign  the  lncloeed^c learan ce^f or^you r^’j se  'of 
m,  article  on  holer,  heller.  I «as  g*  0 

have  an  opportunity'  to  h«ar  vltr^r  <■  ♦ - tv.!5  •<«. 

r°r  - « 


very  sincerely  yours. 


(Hrc.  Kollo.  Brartdy  Kenney } 


t-;.r.  William  r.  Hutchinson  Jr. 

Chief 

Novfs  and  Features  French  I rene  Forrioe 
. S . I nfont"  tion  '.g.-nev 
Washington  25,  d.C. 


July  2?,  1955 


Dear  r.  1 orthel*: 


I m r writing  +o  ^hnnk  you 
for  the  two  copies  of  MV  IQIOK.  I thiiik  you 
h: v«?  done  well  tr  the  wry  of  format.  I 
es;ecial]y  Ilk-5*  the  p rlnt  which  1°  so  easy  to 
read  r.n*  I s*1  happy  to  hove  the  copies  at  hand. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Edward  j . erthelm 
11  Vwt  42  St. 

New  York  36 

N.Y. 


July  22,  1955 


Dear  Mis*  'chuller: 


. Hian*  you  for  your  latter 

about  the  origina..  pictures  for  iYACi  IL'R  I ar 
lu  no  hurry  "or  them,  of  course,  but  ,Q*un  old 
warhorse  of  be  publishing  business  my self  i 
•enow  how  easy  It  is  to  overlook  such  matters 
as  returning  an  odd  photogr^oh  or  two.  Great 
improvement  go  ting  rid  o'’  tt  ;t  white  hand— 
makes  the  picture  much  raore  intimate  and 
attractive.  i hadn’t  known  that  Sabra 

was  on  vacation,  hut  glad  to  hear  it. 


very  sincerely  yours. 


.-iss  • erenico  C.  Schuller 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 

575  -ad i son  Ave, 

Hew  York  22 

N.Y. 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
July  29,  19  55 


Dearest  Polly, 


I am  returning  the  two  pieces  Helen  wrote  on 
tour.  I have  Just  reread  them  and  my  impression  is  the  same 
that  it  was  when  I first  received  them:  that  they  show  great 
weariness  of  mind,  they  lack  crispness  of  expression,  and  in 
general  do  not  represent  Helen  at  her  best. 

The  banyan  image  is  new  for  her  and  very  good, 
but  as  it  is  set  down* it  is  confusing.  She  first  compares  the 
tree  to  her  life,  then  to  Teacher's  individuality,  then  asks 
America  to  plant  banyans  of  enlightened  understanding.  One  can 
figure  out  her  meaning,  but  people  read  carelessly  and  I think 
the  whole  thing  needs  reworking.  There  is  a fine  idea  in  it  and 
it  will  be  worth  while — she  may  be  able  to  use  • t it  at  the  end  of 
her  article  about  the  trip. 

One  trouble  with  the  answers  to  the  Times  questions 
is  that  she  has  said  nothing  new  except  here  and  there.  I think 
the  second  paragraph  beginning  "Another  lesson..."  very  fine  and 
if  it  were  all  on  that  level  there  would  be  no  question,  but  the 
first  paragraph  is  not  good.  She  does  not^to  begin  with^say  what 
lesson  service  to  her  fellowman  has  taught  her.  The  second 
sentence  would  be  all  right  if  the  word  "say"  were  inserted 
betv.’een  "but"  and  "rather"  in  the  fourth  line. 

The  answer  to  the  third  question  is  cloudy  to  those 
who  are  not  adherents  of  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church:  it  would 
need  cutting  and  clarification.  I was  surprised  to  see  that  she 
wrote  "Revelations."  That  is  incorrect.  It  is  The  Revelation. 

The  answer  to  the  fourth  question  I think  very  good. 

Some  of  the  answer  to  the  fifth  question  is  out  of 
date,  but  on  the  whole  it  would  need  only  minor  editing. 

The  answer  to  the  sixth  question  could  be  vastly 
enriched  if  she  would  explain  how  she  would  set  about  teaching 
people  to  "see  the  world  with  greater  clarity  and  delight. u 

The  answer  to  the  seventh  question  is  very  good. 


I am  sending  along  your  letter,  Fisher's  letter,  end 
a copy  of  the  questions.  There  is  a fine  article  in  what  she  has 
but  I don't  think  it  is  ready  to  submit.  I may  be  wrong.  I feel 
sure  that  she  wil]  have  opportunities  for  publication,  very  llkelj 
from  the  Times  and  I know  that  Collier's  wants  an  article  from  her. 
I shall  be  surprised  if  the  appearance  of  TEACHER  does  not  bring 
forth  a number  of  requests  and  whatever  Helen  writes  is  not  for  a 
day  but  for  all  time.  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  never  competed  with  the 
best-sellers  of  its  day,  but  how  many  of  them  are  remembered  now? 


There  is  already  a book  by  Helen  practically  lying  around 
waiting  to  be  picked  up — a collection  of  vignettes  like  her 
description  of  English  hedges  in  the  letter  from  Cornwall  that 
lovely  description  of  going  out  into  a garden  in  the  evening  in 
South  Africa,  and  many  others.  I wanted  to  talk  with  Ken  about 
it,  but  did  not  have  time  and  anyCway  felt  that  it  might  be  better 
to  wait  until  after  we  see  what  TEACHER  will  do.  I can  rough  out 
the  book,  but  Helen  would  have  to  do  a fair  amount  of  work  on  it 
before  it  was  finished  and  I know  how  pressed  she  is,  how  lone: 

before  she  could  take  this  on.  5 


ME  AND  KIT  will  be  in  the  Ladies  Home  Journal  for  September, 
a condensed  version  of  the  book  which  will  be  brought  mmW  out 
by  Little  Brown,  probably  just  about  the  time  that  Helen's  book 
appears.  I am  going  to  be  almost  afraid  to  look  at  it. 

I m off  in  a few  minutes  to  meet  Keith,  which  means  that  I 
am  in  a great  hurry,  but  I wanted  to  get  these  things  off  to  you. 
Ann  joins  me  in  sending  love  and  so  would  Keith  if  he  were  here.’ 
It  is  good  to  hear  the  lilt  in  your  voice  when  I talk  to  you--I 
missed  it. 


Always  and  always, 


QUESTIONS  FOR  HELEN  KELLER  FROM  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES 


What  are  the  main  lessons  you  have  learned  in  your  life? 

You  are  known  as  a great  reader  of  Philosophy.  How  would  you  define 
your  own  philosophy? 

How  would  you  define  your  religion?  'Do  you  believe  in  a personal 
immortality  and,  if  so,  what  kind? 

You  are  often  described  as  an  optimist.  Does  this  apply  to  your  view 
of  current  world  problems  and  tensions? 

What  are  your  greatest  pleasures  — of  sense,  intellect,  the t hings  in 
your  every  day  life  that  you  enjoy?  What  about  annoyances? 

You  once  said  that  if  you  were  a university  president  you  would  initiate 
a course  for  all  students  on  how  to  see  the  world  with  greater  clarity 
and  delight.  What  things  do  you  think  most  of  us  take  for  granted  or 
never  see  at  all? 

What  are  your  plans  for  the  future? 


Answers  to  Questions  asked  by  the  "New  York  Times." 


1.  The  lesson  of  life  that  I have  felt  most  constantly  shaping  my 
soul  is  service  to  my  fellowmen  of  every  race,  belief  and  color.  I am  hap 
piest  working  with  men  and  women  everywhere  who  ask  not,  "Shall  I labor 
among  Christians  or  Jews  or  Buddhists,"  but  rather,  "God  in  Thy  Wisdom  help 
me  to  decrease  the  sorrows  of  Thy  children  and  increase  their  advantages 
and  j oys ." 

Another  lesson  is  that,  although  it  is  declared  in  "Ccclestiastes" 

"There  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun,"  yet  earth  is  full  of  new  meanings  in 
every  age  and  nation  which  continually  blossom  and  bear  fruit.  To  my  suri— 
prise  I found  in  my^reek  sayings,  "There  is  no  force  so  mighty  in  the  world 
as  perseverance."  It  never  occurred  to  the  writer  of  that  rich  sentence  in 
ancient  times  that  some  day  the  blind,  the  deaf  and  the  crippled  would  rise 
up  in  the  might  of  purpose,  compel  their  obstacles  to  sidestep  and  press  onward 
to  creative  accomplishment.  Truly  there  need  not  be  be  a night,  however 
dark,  without  its  stars. 

2*  As  nearly  as  I can  define  my  philosophy,  one  is  not  happy,  blind  or 
seeing,  unless  one's  heart  is  filled  with  the  Sun  which  never  dissolves  into 
gloom.  God  is  the  Sun,  and  if  one's  faith  in  Him  is  only  strong.  He  will 
somehow  or  other  reveal  one’s  powers  and  brighten  one's  darkest  days  with 
His  Divine  Beams. 

3.  Tver  since  my  seven  eenth  year  I have  tried  to  live  according  to 
the  teachings  of  the  New  Church  which  Fmanuel  Swedenborg  proclaimed  as  the 
Second  Coming  of  the  Lord.  This  religion  seems  to  me  best  defined  as 
making  all  things  new,"  the  very  words  used  near  the  end  of  "Revelations." 

This  is  possible,  I believe,  because  all  human  beings  are  different  in  some 
particular  characteristic  or  some  manifestation  of  ability,  and  in  God's 
sight  each  feature  of  nature  they  display  is  newly  created.  Whatever  may 
appear  to  me  monotonous  or  wearisome  arises  from  the  fact  that  I cannot  read 
deeply  any  individual's  mind  or  the  secret  of  his  inmost  soul.  Truly  every 
who  thinks  and  feels  is  a mystery  to  me,  just  as  the  more  science  penetrates 


into  the  atom  the  further  it  travels  into  the  Unknown.  So  the  more  I realize 
the  breadth,  height  and  depth  of  human  nature,  the  less  I know  it.  I can  only 
be  proud  that  I have  been  permitted  to  share  in  its  constructive  activities  to 
a degree,  be  it  ever  so  limited. 

This  leads  me  to  say  that  because  God  is  infinite,  He  puts  resources  into 
each  creature  that  outrun  the  possibilities  of  evil.  Thus  He  is  forever  outwitting 
the  fox  and  the  tiger  in  us  and  creating  in  us  new  forms  of  selOdevelopment, 
and  channels  through  which,  though  we  do  not  know  it,  we  may  quicken  fresh  xml— 
pulses  towards  civilization  or  art  or  humanitapiarianism.  My  confidence  in  the 
final  triumph  of  idealism  over  materialism  does  not  spring  from  closing  my  men+- 
tai  eyes  to  the  suffering  or  eviUdoing  of  men,  but  rather  from  a steadfast 
Relief  that  the  good  will  rise  uppermost  in  human  nature  while  the  meanness, 
selfishness  and  hatred  drop  into  their  native  nothingness,  and  life  goes  on 

with  unabated  vigor  to  its  new  earth  and  heaven. 

This  certainty  of  personal  immortality  is  all  the  sweeter  to  me  because 
I picture  it  as  free  from  the  tyrannies  of  time  and  space.  I do  not  believe 
that  any  one  ever  attains  perfection  because  that  attribute  belongs  to  the  In- 
finite. But  the  longing  for  perfection,  which  is  one  way  of  loving  God,  causes 
one  to  grow  nobler  and  to  taste  happiness  to  eternity.  Life  in  the  other 
world  is  just  as  real,  full  of  change  and  wonder  as  on  earth,  but  one  is  given 
eyes  and  ears  to  perceive  clearly  the  varieties  of  good  or  evil,  reason  or 
folly  in  others  which  the  veil  of  flesh  conceals  on  earth.  In  a sense  souls 
do  transmigrate,  not  from  planet  to  planet  but  through  endless  phases  of  per** 
sonality.  Angels  and  demons  are  all  from  the  human  race,  and  each  chooses 
his  dwelling  either  in  the  Light  or  in  the  shadows.  All  peoples  and  kindreds  who 
believe  in  God,  yes,  even  those  who  worship  idols  from  a desire  to  do  good  and 
receive  understanding  are  taught  new  concepts  of  Him  and  how  to  live  for  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  all.  All  children  who  die  grow  up  to  strong,  radiant 
angelhood.  Fach  individual  differs  from  the  rest  in  the  more  or  less  of  three 

qualities  goodwill,  intelligence  and  energy  which  he  or  she  receives 

freely  from  the  Creator,  just  as  each  useful  plant  receives  a greater  or  lesser 
gift  of  heat,  light  and  their  combined  power  from  the  sun. 


These  ideas  delight  and  strengthen  me,  not  because  I am  deaf  or  blind 
but.  because  they  are  the  overflow  of  a seeing  and  hearing  mind,  and  that 
is  why  I am  able  to  share  so  fully  in  the  advantages  and  joys  of  normal  life. 

4.  With  me  optimism  has  changed  from  the  hard  bud  of  girlhood  to  a 
fuller  knowledge  of  human  affairs  and  the  tragedies  and  horrors  that  often 
seem  to  pervert  them  from  God's  Plan  of  Good,  but  n i J Mill  . Eut 

as  I said  above,  my  faith  in  progress  has  not  wavered.  In  my  travels  around 
the  world  I have  witnessed  here  and  there  wonderful  awakenings  to  spiritual 
truJ*  and  a sense  of  responsibility  for  the  well-being  of  the  blind,  the 
deaf  and  other  unfortunate  human  beings  which  would  surely  be  impossible 
if  there  was  not  a growing  desire  of  the  common  good  among  mankind.  There 
are  two  ways  to  look  at  destiny,  one  from  below  and  the  other  from  above. 

In  one  view  we  are  being  pushed  by  irresistible  forces,  obsessed  by  the  fear 
that  war,  ignorance,  poverty  and  barbarism  will  never  be  ab*lished.  Rut 
looking  up  to  the  Horloge  of  Truth,  I see  that  man  has  been  civilized  only  a 
few  minutes,  and  I rest  in  the  assurance  that  out  of  the  world  problems  and 
tensions  which  disturb  thinking  minds  and  loving  hearts  there  shall  break 
the  morning+star  of  Civilization. 

5.  Next  to  friends  whose  hearts  and  minds  enrich  mine,  My  chief  in*» 
tellectual  pleasure  is  reading  about  the  achievements  and  adventures  of 
science.  I am  thrilled  by  the  conquests  of  medicine  and  surgery  over  the 
terrible  plagues  that  used  to  afflict  humanity  unchecked,  the  irrigation  of 
vast  areas  of  the  earth  that  will,  I hope,  feed  myriads  of  starving  people  and 
the  preparation  of  space  ships  for  a voyage  to  the  moon.  With  affectionate 
interest  I learn  all  I can  about  the  newly  emerging  peoples  of  Africa  and 
Asia  and  their  increasing  determination  to  think  for  themselves  instead  of 
letting  the  rulers  of  other  countries  think  for  them.  My  trip  through  India, 
Pakistan,  Indonesia,  Honglkong,  the  Philippines  and  Japan  has  intensified 
this  interest,  and  I hope  that  the  Bandung  Conference  and  other  world+shaping 
events  may  bring  about  the  abolition  of  colonialism  and  draw  the  peoples 
nearer  and  nearer  to  universal  peace. 

My  delight  in  the  Wonderland  of  the  Out4doors  is  as  unbounded  as  ever. 
When  I return  to  my  home  in  Westport,  Conn.,  I shall  renew  the  long  walks  by 
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the  cedar  rail  in  the  garden  and  talk  hand  in  hand  with  pine,  tit. 

birch  and  the  roses,  the  lilacs  and  the  fragrant  grasses  as  the  sea! 
sons  call  them  forth. 

6.  In  my  work  for  the  blind  I have  noticed  that  most  people 
with  sound  sight  and  hearing  take  them  absolutely  for  granted,  and  when 
blindness  or  deafness  strikes  them,  they  are  stunned.  It  has  never 
occurred  to  them  that  they  would  have  time  in  the  silence  or  the  dark 

to  think,  discover  new  powers  of  solf_expression  and  cherish  new  life 
values . 

>Vith  the  same  lack  of  perceptiveness  we  take  our  friends  too  much 
tor  granted,  and  when  they  cease  to  care  for  us,  we  are  inconsolable. 

Too  often  we  do  not  look  a round  for  opportunities  to  make  others  happy 

or  to  soften  their  sorrows  a nd  thus  start  on  a new  trail  of  relations 
to  society. 

.‘that  shall  be  said  of  the  multitudes  who  lose  the  light  of  their 
minds  m a scrimmage  for  daily  bread?  Only  the  release  called  death 

can  give  them  the  beauty  and  the  music  of  which  they  have  been  robbed 

and  the  treasures  of  learning  and  happy  work  which  God  desires  them 
to  have.  That  is  why  every  one  should  have  freedom  of  choice  in  his 
or  her  work  and  environment  and  expand  kx  the  gifts  of  a God_given 
personality  to  the  limit  of  his  span  of  earth_life. 

7.  My  plans  for  the  future  are  not  settled  yet.  Certainly  I shall 
continue  w hatever  services  I can  as  kh  Counsellor  on  International 
Relations  of  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind.  But  instead  of 

lecturing  as  I have  done,  I intend  to  resume  the  studies  that  delighted 

me  in  college  __  philosophy  and  languages.  That  means  that  I want  to 
live  more  at  home  and  learn  more  of  the  treasures  of  thought  I have  gathered, 
but  have  never  had  leisure  to  explore.  I do  not  know  what  I shall  find, 
but  I shall  dwell  lovingly  on  my  Odyssey  in  work  for  the  blind  and  the 
deaf.  While  I pursue  my  studies  or  perhaps  travel  occasionally  for  fuller 
knowledge  of  other  races  or  the  fascination  of  new  lands,  I shall  be  sure 
that  new  personalities,  of  which  I have  already  met  several,  will  put  a 
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a richer  interpretation  on  the  lives  of  the  handicapped  and  inspire  the 

% 

blind  and  the  deaf  to  attain  still  greater  heights  of  accompl ishment . 


r.nowvllle.  New  Hampshire 
July  29,  1955 


Dearest  Polly, 

I am  returning  the  two  pieces  Helen  wrote  on 
tour.  I have  Just  reread  them  and  my  impression  is  the  same 
that  it  was  when  I first  received  them:  that  they  show  great 
weariness  of  mind,  they  lack  crispness  of  expression,  and  in 
general  do  not  represent  Helen  at  her  best. 

The  banyan  image  is  new  for  her  and  very  good, 
but  as  it  is  set  down  it  is  confusing.  She  first  compares  the 
tree  to  her  life,  then  to  Teacher's  individuality,  then  asks 
America  to  plant  banyans  of  enlightened  understanding.  One  can 
figure  out  her  meaning,  but  people  read  carelesly  and  I think 
the  whole  thing  needs  reworking.  There  is  a fine  idea  in  it  and 
it  will  be  worth  while — she  may  be  able  to  use  x it  at  the  end  of 
her  article  about  the  trip. 

One  trouble  with  the  answers  to  the  Times  questions 
is  that  she  has  said  nothing  new  except  here  and  there.  I think 
the  second  paragraph  beginning  "Another  lesson..."  very  fine  and 
if  it  were  all  on  that  level  there  would  be  no  question,  but  the 
first  paragraph  is  not  good.  She  does  not^to  begin  with, say  what 
lesson  service  to  her  fellowman  has  taught  her.  The  second 
sentence  would  be  all  right  if  the  word  "say"  were  Inserted 
bet'  een  "but"  and  "rather"  in  the  fourth  line. 

The  answer  to  the  third  question  is  cloudy  to  those 
who  are  not  adherents  of  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church:  it  would 
need  cutting  and  clarification.  I was  surprised  to  see  that  she 
wrote  "Revelations."  That  is  Incorrect.  It  is  The  Revelation. 

The  answer  to  the  fourth  question  I think  very  good. 

Some  of  the  answer  to  the  fifth  question  is  out  of 
date,  but  on  the  whole  it  would  need  only  minor  editing. 

The  answer  to  the  sixth  question  could  be  vastly 
enriched  if  she  would  explain  how  she  would  set  about  leaching 
people  to  "see  the  world  with  greater  clarity  and  delight. 

The  answer  to  the  seventh  question  is  very  good. 


I am  sending  along  your  letter,  Fisher's  letter,  and 
a copy  of  the  questions.  There  is  a fine  article  in  what  she  has 
but  I don’t  think  it  is  reedy  to  submit.  I may  be  wrong.  I feel 
sure  that  she  will  have  opportunities  for  publication,  very  likely 
from  the  Times  and  I know  that  Collier's  wants  an  article  from  her. 
I shall  be  surprised  if  the  appearance  of  TRAC:  VR  does  not  bring 
forth  a number  of  requests  and  whatever  Helen  writes  is  no1  for  a 
day  but  for  all  time.  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  never  competed  with  the 
best-sellers  of  its  day,  but  how  many  of  them  are  remembered  now: 


There  Is  already  a book  by  Helen  practically  lying  around 
waiting  to  be  picked  up — a collection  of  vignettes  like  her 
description  of  English  hedges  In  the  letter  from  Cornwall,  th';t 
lovely  description  of  going  out  Into  a garden  In  the  evening  In 
South  Africa,  and  many  others.  I wanted  to  talk  with  Ken  about 
It,  but  did  not  have  time  and  any  way  felt  that  it  might,  be  better 
to  .alt  until  after  we  see  what  TEACHER  will  do.  I can  rough  out 
the  book,  but  Helen  would  have  to  do  a fair  amount  of  work  on  It 
before  it  *ju*  was  finished  and  I know  how  pressed  she  is,  how  long 
before  she  could  take  this  on. 

ME  \ND  KIT  will  be  In  the  Ladles  ome  Journal  for  September, 
a condensed  version  of  the  book  which  will  be  brought  out 

by  Little  Brown,  probably  Just  about  the  time  that  Helen's  book 
appears.  I am  going  to  be  almost  afraid  to  look  at  It. 

I'm  off  In  a few  minutes  to  meet  Keith,  which  means  that  I 
am  In  a great  hurry,  but  I wanted  to  get  these  things  off  to  you. 
Ann  Joins  me  In  sending  love  and  so  would  Keith  if  he  were  here. 

It  is  good  to  hear  the  lilt  In  your  voice  when  I talk  to  you — I 
missed  it. 


Always  and  alwayB, 


July  31,  1955 


Dear  Nancy, 


A degree  wouldn't  do  because  it  would 
require  assent,  from  Folly  and  she  would  never  give 
it.  It  would  have  to  be  something  that  she  would 
have  to  take,  " el son  came  back  with  an  idea  for 
one  of  those  big  ghastly  dinners — I don't  think  too 
much  of  that  and  I think  it  would  be  better  not  to 
do  anything  unless  Just  exactly  the  right  thing 
pops  into  somebody's  mind. 

I don't  know  if  Helen  ever  got  the  award 
as  an  outstanding  woman,  the  one  given  at  the 
White  House,  but  they'd  never  give  it  to  Folly  if 
Helen  did  not  already  have  it.  Nothing  that  we  can 
do  will  cure  the  situation,  but  it  might  alleviate 
it..  It.  would  be  awful  if  we  blundered. 

Mildred  and  Katharine  have  been  visiting 
them.  Very  glad  of  that. 

Sorry  about  your  friend's  illness.  Keith 
wa 8 in  New  York  during  part  of  the  hot  spell  which 
was  bad  enough  without  anything  else  added. 

The  Variety  notice  was  wonderful.  I have 
two  fine  prospects  for  rental  and  am  of  course 
referring  them  to  Butterfield  and  Wolf. 

Helen's  book  is  to  be  published  on 
Sept.  22 — did  I tell  you?  Folly  was  deeply  disappointed 
that  it  was  not  serialized  and  I am  sending  up 
prayers  about  its  reception  and  sale.  A brief  book 
about  Helen  by  Van  v.yck  Frooks  is  coming  out  about 
the  same  time,  though  he  and  his  publisher  both 
promised  that  it  would  not  appear  until  afterwards. 

An  incredible  betrayal'.  \nd  to  come  at  this  time'.'.'.'. 

I close  with  a few  damns  about  this  and 
some  other  things,  but  also  with  love  from  Keith  as 
well  as  from  me, 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
August  lf  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Stovel: 


I had  had  the  same  Idea 
that  you  did  and  had  already  written  the 
publisher  to  check  on  the  return  of  the 
pictures  th' t are  being  used  in  Helen 
Keller's  book  1 "A CHER.  On  July  19  the 
Art  Director  replied  that  it  would  be 
"quite  some  time"  before  they  could 
return  them,  hut  since  the  book  is  scheduled 
for  public” t Ion  on  Sept.  22  I think  it  can 
be  a matter  of  only  a few  weeks  now.  In  any 
case  you  may  rest  assured  that  I have  not 
forgotten  them  and  that  I shall  keep 
after  them  until  they  are  back  in  your 
hands. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Laura  stovel 
The  Volta  Bureau 
1537  35th  St.  N.W. 
Washington  7»  D.C. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
August  3,  1955 


Dear  Nelson, 


At  the  moment  Helen  and  Polly  are  quite  well 
fixed  for  help.  They  have  a woman  living  In  the  house  to 
clean  and  cook,  a part-time  gardener  who  works  outside,  a 
local  typist  who  helps  with  the  correspondence,  and  a 
full-time  secretary  and  errand  girl  supplied  by  the  AFB. 

I talked  with  Polly  about  possible  openings 
with  the  Foundations.  She  didn't  know  of  any  and  she  says 
that  all  the  big  shots  (she  didn't  use  this  expression) 
are  at  the  moment  out  of  town.  The  whole  field  is  one  in 
which  I am  comprehensively  ignorant,  but  I should  say  that 
the  thing  to  do  would  be  to  get  in  touch  with  some  of  the 
trustees  after  your  arrival  in  New  York.  Folly  could  be 
your  guide.  It  is  wonderful  that  you  are  coming  back  to  the 
States  and  I hope  your  base  of  operations  will  be  in  or  near 
New  York. 


A degree  won't  do  for  Polly.  It  would  require 
acceptance  on  her  part  and  she  would  not  give  it.  And  I am 
afraid  you  are  mistaken  about  the  willingness  of  the  women's 
colleges  to  offer  her  one.  A few  years  ago  Nancy  Hamilton 
tried  to  get  one  for  Polly  from  her  alma  mater  Smith.  Smith 
refused  and  asked  why  Radcliffe  didn't  do  it.  I think  no  college 
would  give  Polly  a degree  without  first  giving  one  to  Helen 
and  Helen  is  through  accepting  degrees. 

The  big  dinner  idea  is  about  played  out.  It  was 
superbly  done  on  the  eve  of  Helen's  depa.rt.ure  for  India  and 
I think  it  would  be  several  years  before  anything  like  it 
could  be  repeated  for  either  of  the  girls.  And  if  Polly  ever 
had  the  slightest  whiff  of  it  we'd  never  get  her  there. 

A medal  or  a scroll,  something  that  Polly  could 
not  fall  to  accept,  something  that  would  be  given  in  absentia, 
if  necessary  is  all  I can  think  of.  Nancy  Hamilton  and  Katharine 
Cornell  are  racking  their  brains--very  good  brains  at  that--and 
I hope  they  will  come  up  with  something  good.  It  would  be  awful 
of  us  to  create  a fiasco  and  I think  we  must  move  very 
cautiously.  Eetter  do  nothing  than  do  something  trivial  or  to 
blunder  in  any  way. 

I don't  expect  to  see  any  them  until  around  the 
middle  of  November  when  Keith  and  I return  to  Garden  City. 
Helen's  book  on  Teacher  will  be  published  on  Sept.  22  and  I 
am  praying  that  it  will  h"ve  the  fine  reception  that  it 
deserves . 


Yours  not  very  helpfully,  as  usual, 


August  5,  1955 


Dear  Bill, 


t- any  thanfcs  for  the  copies  of  the 
F.Y.  Times.  They  clogged  our  little  postoffice 
until  I got  then  out. 

Also  for  the  letter  from  the  Associated 
Newspaper s Ltd.  I of  course  giving  permission 
for  reprint . 


All  good  wishes, 


Mr.  William  Fisher 

American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  Inc. 
22  ’ est  17  St. 

New  York  11 
N.Y. 


August  5,  1955 


Dear  Hr.  Armatl: 


I am  very  happy  to  give 
permission  to  The  World’s  News  to  reprint 
my  article  "Helen  Keller  at  75:  Tranquil 
and  rJnafrald'!  which  appeared  in  the  New 
York  Times  Magazine  on  June  26,  1955. 

Your  terms  are  perfectly  acceptable  to  me. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney) 


Hr.  Leo  F.  Armati 
Features  Editor 

Associated  Newspapers  Ltd.  of  Australia 
New  York  Times  Building 
229  Vest  43  St. 

New  York  36,  N.Y. 


Augu 8 1 6,  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Yezlerska: 


How  vividly  your  letter 
brought  back  memories  of  the  old  days!  I would 
love  to  talk  with  you  about  Teacher  and  Helen 
and  Tolly,  but  I do  not  expect  to  be  back  in 
New  York  until  the  middle  of  November.  If  you 
have  any  specific  questions  I shall  be  happy 
to  answer  them  as  beet  I can. 

Over  the  years  I have  kept 
up  with  you,  after  a fashion,  through  your 
writings.  It  has  always  been  a pleasure  to  see 
your  name  on  a book  or  in  the  papers  and  I 
hope  we  can  get  together  for  lunch  or  something 
after  I return  to  Garden  City. 

I knew  that  you  will  write 
a sensitive  and  understanding  review  of  TEACHER 
and  I look  forward  to  reading  it. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Anzia  Yezlerska 
600  v.  113  St. 

New  York  25,  N.Y. 

P.3.  My  telephone  here  is  Conway — Hickory  7- 
2287.  Ve  are  deep  in  the  country  and  there  1 
no  special  delivery  on  mail. 


August  6,  1955 


Dear  Eric, 

I can  see  that  It  would  be  a very  tricky 
thing  to  get  the  Migel  Medal  to  Polly,  especially 
with  Helen  on  the  committee,  even  If  everybody 
agreed  that  she  was  the  proper  one  to  receive  it. 

I know  that  you  share  my  feeling  about  recognition 
of  Polly  and  so  do  many  other  people  both  in  and 
out  of  the  Foundations.  Haney  Hamilton,  Katharine 
Cornell,  and  Nelson  Neff  are  among  those  who 
have  communicated  with  me.  I told  them  that  it 
would  be  perfectly  awful  if  we  blundered — better 
to  do  nothing  at  all;  but  if  we  keep  alert  I 
feel  sure  that  an  opportunity  will  come — a double 
honor  of  some  kind  might  please  Polly  more.  She 
knows  in  her  heart  what  we  think  of  her,  but  it 
would  be  nice  if  we  could  have  an  opportunity  to 
say  so  emphatically  and  in  public. 

Thank  you  for  your  comment  on  my  article. 
I’ve  had  a number  of  letters  about,  it  and  TJSIS 
and  Associated  Newspapers  Ltd.  of  Australia 
have  asked  for  reprint  rights  which,  of  course, 

I was  happy  to  give. 

Our  weather  has  been  hot  and  dry 
except  that  the  nights  are  cool.  We  work  hard 
at  our  desks  in  the  morning  and  lie  around  like 
lizards  in  the  afternoon. 

Minus  the  heat,  I hope  you  are  having 
a pleasant  summer.  Please  remember  me  to  Bob 
Barnett  and  my  other  friends  at  the  Foundations. 


Sincerely  always, 


august  16,  1955 


D#nr  vr.  v.a. yrr  rd: 


Your  letter  31d  not  reach  me 
until  yesterday.  Ve  live  during  the  summer  in 
Snowvilie , which  Is  near  Conway,  New  aapshire, 
and  I should  be  very  happy  to  see  you  If  you 
should  be  driving  over  in  this  ’lrection.  ky 
telephone  number  is  Conway:  Hickory  7-*223f.  e 
live  two  miles  up  a dirt  road  and  the  beet  way 
to  find  ns  is  to  ask  at  the  Snowville  post  office. 
If  you  telephoned  ahead  we'd  be  sure  to  be  here. 

Cordially  yours. 


Mr.  Merrill  Haynard 
148  '-'sshlngton  Gt. 
Taunton,  Hass. 


August  22,  19  55 


Dear  ; an, 


r.atiy  thanks  for  your  note  about  the 
Bengali  edition  of  :K£  OIORY  OF  hi  LIcE  and 
the  Christian  herald's  acceptance  of  TLaGKER. 
It's  fine  medicine  for  the  galloping  jitters, 
a malady  to  which  1 an;  subject  on  the  eve 
of  ubllcation  of  any  book  that  I have  touched, 
however  lightly. 


Iways  yourc, 


Kr.  Ken  McCormick 
Ooubleday  * Co. 
575  Madison  Ave. 
New  Kork  2?,  N . 


novvllle,  New  Hampshire 
Augu:  t 30,  1955 


Dear  Kelson, 


I am  a little  shocked  to  realize  th  t I haven't 
answered  your  letter.  I think  your  Idea  ve-v  roo  n’  : jine 
time  when  you  are  in  New  York  and  ^ancy  and  Katharine  and 
somq  other" friends  are  on  hand  I think  it  would  be  great 
fun  to  give  Polly  a dinner  with  you  as  Emcee.  This  fall  may 
not  be  the  time  because  Katharine  is  threatened  with  a 
major  operation,  but  .-.ay be  it  won't  come  off.  ' e'll  be 
back  in  Garden  ~ity  around  t:  e middle  of  November--then 
the  question  arises:  wher-  will  you  be? 

Anyway  1 think  Polly  is  over  the  hump  at  the 
moment.  I was  greatly  disturbed  about  her  In  the 

summer.  The  readjustment  to  the  dally  routine  at  Arcan 
Ridge  was  not  easy  after  their  royal  progress  through 
India  and  the  F r East,  especially  with  two  such  peaks 
as  the  Harvard  degree  and  the  birthday  following  on  so 
quickly.  Now  things  are  quieter  for  them  and  Helen  Is 
working  on  a long  article  about  the  tour.  Her  book  on 
Teacher  will  be  published  in  October--another  peek. 

’ e shall  all  be  (I  should  say  we  all  are) 
interested  in  your  plans  and  our  hope  Is  ti  t they  will  end 
up  with  a plnce  for  you  In  New  York. 


11  possible  good  wishes, 


Dearest  vancy, 


I am  o di  tressed  about  ^hls 
possibility  or  '-r,  operation  'or  It.  I can't  ear 
to  think  of  ny  i nr.-,  coral ng  ne-->r  that  lonely 
throat  a ) 5 I nov  you  mu^t  be  almost  frantic  with 
anxiety.  I f’on't  a?  you  to  let  me  knov:  whr.t.  1~ 
happening  because  I will  keep  in  touch  with  you 
through  rolly. 


Helen  I am  sure  was  no  help  to  you 
on  your  rroblerao  connected  with  the  film.  No  one 
ic  loss  business  woman  than  sh«.  An^  I can  he  no 
help  either.  It  did  occur  to  me  t t saving 
contributions  from  foreign  r .owing s sent  inta  to 
a central  l’~  ; ~n  el  1 /and  in  this  country  would 

. c 

the  AFOS  would  he  likely  to  send  them  back  in  one 
way  01-  n not5,  t.  oirn  lr  s always  /reached  self- 
help  and  v lie  1 * would  he  ratifying  to  aave 
a big  centrcl  fund  I think  she  would  be  happier 
not  to  hove  it  built  up  this  way,  but  I do  feel 
that  you  one?  It  and  re.  levy  an ' , is  it  tne 
Countess  or  t:  e ■ a rone a a should  make  all  final 
decisions  on  far  collections  'rorr  the  •riiE.  It  13 
too  bsd  that  you  have  to  meet  them  wh lie  you  are 
so  torn  with  uneasiness  .Lout  *it. 

y great  lo  e to  you  both. 


Sort.  1,  1955 


Pear  <en. 


I have  meant  to  thank  you  before  now 
for  your  various  conur.unlcai ions.  The  Gollancz 
news  Is  splendid.  If  Van  ' yck  tad  kept  hie 
romise  we'd  have  reason  only  to  rejoice  about 
t e ook  of  the  onth.  I don't  grudge  him  that, 
but  I am  terribly  sorry  about  the  e att ered 
friendship.  I don’t  suppose  thrt  by  any  horrible 
chance  his  name  appears  on  the  Jacket  of  Helen's 
book,  dors  it?  I haven't  seen  the  Jacket,  but 
would  ike  to. 

"he  "summer  people”  have  gone  and  we 
are  entering  u on  our  quietest  and  pleasantest 
season. 

All  good  wishes,  as  always. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
September  7»  1955 


Dearest  Polly, 


No  one  who  cares  for  Helen  can  fell  to  be  gravely 
concerned  In  this  crisis  and  Helen  herself  is  wrong  If  she  looks 
upon  It  with  Indifference.  For  many  years  she  has  been  the  willing 
and  ardent  world  spokesman  for  the  blind,  the  do  f,  the  deaf-blind 
and  other  handicapped  groups  and  whatever  she  does  reflects  upon 
them.  Her  position  is  like  that  of  royalty  and  carries  with  it. 
the  same  type  of  responsibility.  She  cannot  allow  herself  to  make 
impulsive,  unthinking  statements,  and  yet  she  has  done  Just  that. 
She  has  struck  a blow  at  the  very  foundations  of  her  life  work. 


She  has  but  recently  come  back  from  a tour  during 
a large  part  of  which  Rhe  was  the  honored  guest  of  the  Ini ted 
States  Government;  and  almost  her  first  public  utterance  (though 
she  clid  not  mean  it  to  be  public)  Is  a warm  tribute,  which  can  be 
read  as  a complete  endorsement,  to  a woman  who  is  in  ( rison  for 
advocating  the  overthrow  of  that  governme  t by  violence,  tv  ether 
of  not  Gurley  Flynn  is  guilty  I do  not  know,  but  sbe  is  under 
conviction  and  I think  it  is  time  for  you  and  Helen  to  acquaint 
yourselves  with  the  facts  in  t>  e case.  It  is  not  enough  for  you 
to  say  that  you  didn't  know  the  gun  was  loaded. 


Where  it  will  end  I don't  know  and  before  it  is 
over  you  may  have  to  call  in  experienced  help.  Both  the  Daily 
Worker  and  Counterattack  have  gone  to  the  desks  of  every  im- 
portant paper  in  the  country,  to  the  Senate  Investigating  committees, 
and  to  the  State  Department.  The  episode  may  lie  dormant,  and  I 
hope  it  does,  hut  it  will  always  be  ready  to  spring  to  life  and  if 
It  should  the  Times  Itself  would  have  to  carry  it.  It  is  worse  now 
than  if  it  had  happened  years  ago  when  Helen's  life  was  before  her. 
Communists  all  over  the  world  will  make  use  of  it  to  one  degree  or 
another  and  I doubt  not  but  that  it  will  be  spread  out  tn  the 
promotion  of  Flynn's  book;  it  might  even  appear  on  the  Jacket.  F ind 
out  if  you  can  who  the  publisher  is.  (And  by  the  way,  we  have  no 
assurance  that  the  message  ever  reached  her.) 


I had  hoped  that  Helen  would  never  have  to  make 
another  statement  of  her  political  views,  but  the  time  has  come 
when  she  must.  I do  not  emphasize  the  difficulties  to  you  and 
Helen  personally.  The  hardest  part  for  you  is  that  you  cannot  take 
the  blame;  that  would  be  ill  service  to  Helen.  You  both  may  h ve 
passport  complications  the  next  time  you  plan  a trip,  for  whatever 
purpose.  Helen's  film  may  be  a fected  and  her  book,  but  the  blind  o 
the  world  are  more  important  than  she  is  and  they  are  the  ones  th;-.t 
will  suffer  most. 


Only  four  of  the  letters  you  sent  me  can  definitely 
be  traced  to  Counterattack.  Some  of  the  other  eight  may  '-eve  been 
so  inspired,  but  there  is  no  proof.  I think  every  one  nb°ul.-  e 
an  answer  and  that  ti  e answer  should  be  a letter  that  could  he 
sent  (in  copy)  to  Mr.  Dulles,  hr.  Sulzberger,  Mr.  Adlai  Stevenson, 


Nehru,  U Nu,  or  anyone  else  to  whom  It  might  be  neces  ary 
or  desirable  to  send  It. 

I do  not  need  to  tell  you  and  Helen  that  a-eith  and  I 
will  do  wh't  we  can.  Keith  will  be  In  New  York  from  tomorrow 
until  about  the  16th.  l:e  can  be  reached  at  * cGraw  Hill  during 
the  day  (Longacre  4-3000,  and  his  regular  extension  is  544,  but 
he  may  be  almost  anywhere  in  the  building)  and  in  Garden  City 
during  the  evening.  And  I do  not  need  to  say  that  however 
greatly  troubled,  I am  always  and  always 


Yours  with  love, 


r • 


\ 


nowville,  • ©w  -amp shire 
r.ept  ember  7,  19  535 


' rarest  Tolly, 


No  one  who  cares  for  elen  can  f 11  to  be  ^rnvely 
concerned  In  this  crisis  end  1 elan  herself  is  wrong  If  she  looks 
uron  it  with  Indifference,  "or  '".any  years  she  has  lean  the  wlllinp- 
and  ardent  world  spokesman  for  the  Mind,  the  do  f,  the  deaf-blind 
and  other  andlcapped  groups  and  whatever  she  does  reflects  u 0n 
t-om.  Her  position  Is  like  that  of  royalty  and  carries  with  It 
t e 8«:  ! yp«  of  res . onslblllt y . hhe  cannot  allow  erself  to  make 

Impulsive,  unthinking  state  ents,  and  yet  she  has  done  Just  that. 

'he  has  s+rnck  a blow  at  the  very  foundations  of  her  life  work. 

She  has  but  recently  come  hack  from  a tour  during 
a large  part  of  which  she  was  the  honored  guest  of  the  Jolted 
'itat.es  Cloverncent ; and  almost  her  first  public  utterance  (though 
do  did  not  mean  it  to  be  public)  la  a warm  tribute,  which  can  be 
read  as  a complete  endorse-  ent,  to  a woman  who  is  in  r rison  for 
advocating  the  overthrow  of  that  governrr.e  t by  violence,  tether 
of  not  Gurley  Flynn  la  guilty  I do  not  know,  hut  she  i3  under 
conviction  nd  I think  It  is  time  for  you  and  elen  to  acquaint 
yourselves  with  the  facts  in  the  case.  It  Is  not  enough  for  you 
to  sry  that  you  didn't  know  the  gun  was  loaded. 

Where  It  will  end  I don't  know  and  before  It  is 
over  you  may  have  to  call  In  experienced  help.  Both  the  Daily 
orker  and  Count erattck  have  one  to  t t a desks  of  every  im- 
portant paper  In  the  country,  to  f e Senate  investigating  committees, 
and  to  the  tat©  Depart'  ent.  he  episode  may  lie  dormant,  and  I 
hope  It  does,  but  It  will  always  be  ready  to  spring  to  life  and  if 
it  should  the  Times  Itself  would  have  to  carry  It.  It  is  vorse  now 
than  If  It  had  happened  years  ago  w en  belen's  life  was  before  her. 
Communists  all  over  the  world  will  make  use  of  it  to  one  degree  or 
another  and  I doubt  not  but  that  it  v?lll  be  spread  out  In  the 
promotion  of  Flynn' 3 book;  it  might  even  appear  on  the  Jacket,  find 
out  lr  you  can  who  the  publisher  is.  (And  vy  t!  a way,  we  have  no 
assurance  that  td  - message  ever  readied  ber.) 

I had  hoped  that  Helen  would  never  ve  to  make 
anot  sr  statement  of  her  political  views,  but  th®  time  has  come 
w en  she  must.  I do  not,  emphasize  the  difficulties  to  you  and 
elen  personally.  Jhe  hardest  part  for  you  is  that  you  cannot  take 
the  blame;  that  would  be  111  service  to  F elon.  You  both  may  h ve 
passport  complications  the  next  time  you  plan  a trip,  for  vh-tever 
purpose.  Helen's  film  may  be  affected  and  her  book,  but  the  blind  of 
the  world  are  more  Important  then  she  Is  and  they  are  the  ones  that, 
will  suffer  most. 

Only  four  of  the  letters  you  sent  me  can  definitely 
be  traced  to  Counterattack,  ome  of  tie  other  eight  ’.ay  have  been 
so  inspired,  but  there  Is  no  jroof.  I think  every  ong.  should  — ve 
en  answer  and  that  V e answer  should  b©  a letter  that  could  be 
sent  (In  copy)  to  r.  'Allies,  r.  Sulzberger,  r.  ’lai  tevenson. 


Nehru,  U Ku,  or  anyone  else  to  whoa  it  might  be  necos  ary 
or  desirable  to  Bend  it. 

I do  not  need  to  tell  you  end  Helen  that  a-elth  and  I 
will  do  wh-  t we  can.  eith  will  be  in  ; ew  York  from  tomorrow 
■intil  about  the  16th.  !'e  can  be  reached  at  I cGraw  Hill  during 
t!  e day  (Longacre  4-3000,  and  is  regular  extension  is  544,  but 
he  may  be  almont  anywhere  in  the  building)  and  in  G r^en  City 
luring  the  evening,  /.nd  I do  not  need  to  say  that  however 
greatly  troubled,  I am  always  and  always 


Yours  with  love. 


3!  v 


Sept. 


11.  1955 


De  r Ken, 


Ever  so  many  thanks  for  the  copy 
o'  'i E AC 5 -1 . I am  indeed  roud  of  It  nd  I 
hope  t.  tit  will  live  long  &nd  prosper# 

Yours, 


r.  Ken  McCormick 
Doubieday  1 Co.  Inc. 
^75  Madison  Ave. 
ew  York  22,  N.Y. 


; -apt 


11.  19.  1955 


Dear  Mas  Schuller: 


Now  thn:  Helen  Heller's 
TF.ACh.ER  Is  In  : rint , m^y  i please  have 
t c.  the  origin -1  photograrhs  about  which 
I wrote  abra  in  July?  I know  I am  being 
fussy,  bul  *he  pictures  ar^  irrerlacable 
an'  the  owners  are  clamoring  for  them. 

And  please  tell  Sabra 
how  much  I like  ti  e Jacket.  I think  it  is 
stunning  and  Just  right  for  the  book. 


incerely  yours. 


iss  aranice  Hchuller 
Associate  Art  Director 
oubleday  A Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22,  N.Y. 


now!  Lie,  ew  amp shire 
-ept.  19,  1955 


oar  on. 


I think  Kr.  ierger’s  Idea  of  a book  of  ' *i«r 

tlii°Sphit?,lt"  6°°<5#  13,11  1 " n0t  anre  that 


’a 

a good 


. v.  S°:  severr'1  years  I have  been  mulling  over  vhet  y 
next  book  should  be  and  would  h ve  talked  with  1!  V?  * - 

now  wcc.pt  th  t TFACHER  m.  In  the  »&,  MUh.r  nj? 

1 av®  I;no  to  t >e  the  next  .tor  - t t r e n nor 

Inrit  would  be  to  go  through  her  unpublished  (In  book  fora^nrt icles 
’«.*>■•  ® ittw.,  h«  cok.  ...»  • ' rtlclea 

was  never  brought  out  In  thl  , , r ?h,k, 

..h  e * oen  ,.005  out  of  print  and  are  never  llke^v  to  br 

reprinted.  .hr  plan  or  a syndicated  column  ‘.as  cos.  u'  several 

onco  fro®  th®  Ap.  but  of  course  there  are  no  cLnUaSms. 

bat  I bad  in  mind  was  a series  of  vlznet t.«'?  nr  r,n+ 

t‘°eeeie«r  t°°  ®acfc»  ***'  th«  lttnZth  would  depend  u-on  bow 

1 ne*nX?0!rPtB  8ha  t,<3  u?:  aft5r  th®y  wore  assembled.  I went  so  far 
aao 1 TtfISJi0ne  °f  a ietter  6he  wrot«  frc>®  Cornwall  many  years 
In  aS  \^WT*lG’  1 csoant  ®ach  on®  <0  have  a there, 

lT‘  1,  .t  v- ' } <,a'--tty  can  rise  from  i-,omr - y 

tecessl.y  and  I meant  to  go  over  each  one  with  elento^  ve  ter 
add  o-  subtract  or  intensify.  And  I wanted  her  to  write  some 
«vtr,?rS  °n  fleets  th-  t we  have  talked  about,  like  adapting  one's 
e iVirorr,  ent  .0  oneself  inst  ead  of  the  other  way  around  aa  is 

'’bea lsyso  lt?.  jaf;-,r'u:;  be  n0t  ln  U‘5>xm  V ® VAln*- 

, , 7 a?  1*refl  o writing  about  t e blind  and  about  herself. 

,nd  b e book  would  have  freshness  because  It  would  be  made  up 

or  things  that  she  has  not  said  before. 


A mammoth  Job  and  one  of  the  great  difficulties  is  to 
fu  r.e:?n  int®ref,t®<l5.  he  is  busy  now  with  a long  article  for 
> re  Outlook  ror  the  Blind  on  her  recent  tour  of  t'  a rBr  s?st,  ghe 
is,  as  always,  beset  with  requests  for  messages,  -*nd  th-  pile 
of  correspondence  on  Her  desk  keeps  growing  higher  and  higher. 

Could  we  table  the  whole  thing  until  I come  down  in 
November  and  t)  en  have  a long  talk  about  what  e s ould  do 7 


All  good  wishes. 


r.  en  cCormlck 
Doubleday  h Co.  Inc. 
575  i adlson  Ave. 

1 , . & 


Sent.  20,  1955 


Dear  i-abra,  . u.  ‘r* 

The  TEAC  R photographs  th  t you 
sent  are  exactly  tho  ones  I want  and  the  only 
ones  I want.  The  others  you  can  keep  or  send 
to  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
whichever  you  like.  I think  the  book  very 
handsome  Indeed  and  I was  especially  pleased 
to  see  that  you  put  the  right  emphasis  on  the 
two  names.  1 shouldn't  have  been  afraid  that 
you  would  swing  mo^'t  of  it  to  KE!lh\  KELLER  but 
I was. 


I Just  asked  Keith  If  he  had  anything 
to  say  and  he  said  Yes.  Tell  then:  to  forget 
duck  hunting  and  salmon  fishing  for  once  and 
come  on  up  here.  ^ ery  good  idea  I think.  The 
fall  color  Is  beginning  and  ought  to  be  superb 
about,  ton  days  from  now. 


f factionutely , 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
Sept.  20,  1955 


Dear  Bob, 


At  long  last  I am  returning  the  photograph  of 
Polly  which  you  were  good  enough  to  lend  us.  It  was  not 
used  in  the  book  after  all,  but  I think  you  will  be 
pleased  with  the  selection  that  the  publishers  made. 
Polly  and  I both  like  the  format  very  much  and  have 
high  hopes  of  the  book’s  reception.  Publication  date 
hers  is  set  for  October  1?.  It  will  be  brought  out  in 
England  by  Gollancz,  as  -oily  no  doubt  has  told  you,  but 
I don't  know  Just  when. 

I was  talking  with  Polly  a few  minutes  ago.  All 
seems  well  at  Arcan  Ridge,  with  a special  relief  added 
because  the  hurricane  lone  is  apparently  not  to  strike 
either  there  or  here,  except  to  give  us  rain  which  we 
need.  I do  not  expect  to  see  the  girls  until  Keith  and 
I go  back  to  Garden  City  in  November,  but  I am  always  in 
touch  with  them  and  they  are  always  on  my  mind. 

With  many  thanks  and  every  good  wish  I am 
Ever  yours, 


Rev.  Robert  Thomson 
30  Woodvale  Ave. 
■Whltecraigs 
Glasgow,  Scotland 


nowville,  New  Hampshire 
Sept.  20,  1555 


Dear  Mrs.  Stovel, 


o-r  kit  £5  ^°n®  1?st  * am  returning  the  photographs 

°*  Helen  teller  which  you  were  good  enough  to  lend  us  and 
with  them  I am  sending  for  your  files  a photograph  of  Miss 
Keller  with  her  father  (left)  and  Dr.  Eell  (right).  The 
last  named  was  dug  up  in  Texas  by  a remote  cousin  of  Miss 
seller  s.  I do  not  know  when  or  where  it  was  made,  but  perhap 
you  can  correlate  it  with  other  photographs  of  Dr  Eell 
It  may  be  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in" existence . At  any'rate 
Miss  Keller,  Miss  Thomson,  and  I feel  that  it  belongs  in  the’ 
Volta  Bureau. 


patience,  I am 


V.ith  renewed  thanks  for  your  courtesy  and 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Laura  Stovel 
The  Volta  Bureau 
1537  35th  St.  N.W. 
Washington  7 

D.C . 


nowville,  New  iiampehire 
Sept.  25,  1955  4 


Dearest  folly. 


I think  the  one  clipped  t.o  this  page  much  the 
better  of  the  two  inscriptions.  The  other,  though  true  enough, 
might  he  misinterpreted  and  cause  resentment.  It  ir  the  sort 
of  thing  one  can  say  better  in  conversation. 

It  is  fine  about  the  USIS.  They  seem  to  be  doing 
an  excellent  job.  I am  returning  the  letter  in  case  you  want  it 
for  the  files. 

No,  you  did  not  send  me  Nancy's  last  letter  to  you. 
iMKkaxaw  But  if  it  is  the  one  she  wrote  on  August  19  Inclosing 
copies  of  correspondence  about  the  film  I have  a copy  of  it  which 
she  sent  me.  However,  you  must  be  referring  to  one  of  a later 
date . 


Ihe’-e  is  no  use  in  Sending  an  answer  to  the 
letter  from  Acuahnet.  Mass.  It  would  do  no  good.  Such  people  are 
beyond  reason  and  one  of  the  unhappiest  aspects  of  this  whole 
affair  Is  that  Helen  has  made  herself  vulnerable  to  them.  It  is 
good  that  her  letter  has  been  published  in  the  Tablet  (it  shows 
that  they  wish  to  be  fair)  and  I hope  it  will  also  appear  in 
Co  nterattaek,  but  even  so  I am  afraid  we  are  not  altogether  out 
of  the  woods.  Flynn's  book  will  undoubtedly  bring  it  up  again 
and  I still  feel  that  you  and  Helen  ought  to  inform  yourselves 
about  her.  I do  not  know  what  you  should  think  of  her — I don't 
know  enough  about  her.  This  whole  thing  is  part  of  the  record 
and  always  will  be,  like  a name  on  a police  blotter,  and  the 
Communists  will  make  what  use  of  it  they  can.  All  great  public 
reputations  are  very  sensitive  to  blight  and  Helen's  is  no 
exception.  She  cannot  go  through  another  episode  likfe  to  this 
without  running  the  risk  of  disaster. 

I hope  Helen  is  writing  a fine  article  on  the  Far 
Eastern  trip.  I feel  that,  it  is  a very  Important  one  and  I 
should  like  it  to  be  one  that  we  can  show  with  pride,  to  ten  and 
to  other  people,  and  perhaps  find  a wider  audience  for  theft  the 
Outlook,  if  she  is  just  plodding  wearily  along  my  advice  would  be 
for  you  both  to  take  a vacation  so  that  she  can  come  back  to  it 
refreshed.  When  she  reaches  a place  in  it  where  her  mind  turns  to 
philosophy,  let  her  digress.  She  does  this  sort  of  thing  better 
than  anything  else  and  th.  " article  could  be  a fine  summing  up  of 
what  she  thinks  on  many  subjects.  I will  t* lk  to  you  more  about 
this  by  telephone. 

The  article  on  Trees  may  be  a fragment  th^-t  I h~ve 
in  Garden  City,  very  likely  one  of  those  that  I have  mentioned 
in  connection  with  the  possibility  of  another  book  or<  hers.  But 
let's  lay  off  on  that  a while.  The  thing  of  immediate  Importance 
1 8 this  article  for  the  Outlook  and  if  at  least  a part  o'  It 
could  be  brought  out  in  one  of  the  magazines  it  woul-1  be  good.  or 
both  Helen  and  "reacher."  But  it  cannot  be  a perfunctory  article; 
it  must  have  fire  and  spirit  an-t  reprerent  the  best  of  Helen. 


I don't  seeir.  to  bo  ty  lng  very  well  this  morning — 
excuaeltpleuse . I guess  my  fingers  Just  haven't  warmed  up  to 
the  task  yet. 

I hope  you  and  Helen  will  have  great  pleasure  from 
uleo's  pupry.  Ihose  are  such  silky,  affectionate  dogs  that 
X don't  see  why  you  shouldn't.  If  you  go  to  the  Seeing  Eye 
this  fall  to  get  an  understudy  for  Et  Tu  I hope  you  will  let 
me  go  wl4h  you.  I've  always  wanted  to  see  the  place. 

The  air  Is  quite  nippy  this  morning,  but  we've  been 
covering  th'3  flowers  at  night  and  still  have  a lot  of  bloom. 

'loo  bad  about  the  President.  I'd  hate  to  see  Nixon 
take  over. 


you  and  -:elen. 


eltb  Joins  his  love  to  mine  to  rend  to 


"p  f o:;  bar  30,  195c 


Terr  Kan, 


I thin:  it.,  would  be  n fine  idea  If  you 
wrote  nelen  a note  similar  to  the  ono  you  sent 
me.  Nothing  pleases  her  so  much  as  to  know  th  t 
someone  might  be  interested  In  w}  at  81. e might  «ay 
about  t.v  IngB  not  concerned  with  herself  or  the 
blind.  I said  t:  at  there  would  Da  nothing  about  tho 
blin"  in  the  forthcoming  book,  bin  of  course  th  t 
couidn' t really  be  true.  bhe  couldn’t  altogether 
keef  ti  om  out,,  but  the  . rimary  Interest  would  be 
eisewbere.  You  might  tel*  her  that  1 sent  you  the 
excerpt  about  -Inglial  Hedges.  It.  needs  a little 
work  to  mar;e  it  stronger  at  the  end  I think,  but 
you  could  skip  til  point  for  the  moment.  , 1th 
your  encouragement  behind  her  I think,  she  would  feel 
relaxed  and  free,  after  she  finishes  tl  a >rese.  t 
article,  an  might  even  have  fun  embarking  u on  a 
new  course. 

After  I cornu  back  I’d  like  to  have  a talk 
with  you  alone,  then  wo  could  nave  a conference 
wit*  Helen  and  holly.  The  old  published  material 
can  of  course  be  broken  down  for  syndication,  but 
on  of  U ■ decisions  would  be  whether  to  begin  with 
ti.ls  or  to  wait  for  new  material. 

liver  yours. 


Hr.  • en  HcCoriuick 
S75  -adiuon  Ave. 
Mew  York  22 

N.Y. 


ctober  4,  13  55 


Dear  v.r.  Caliagner: 


Miss  el  on  seller  has  asked  me 
to  re:  ly  to  your  letter  o'  apt  . ^7  soncernlnt  t e 
possibility  of  r ar  becoming,®  weekly  columnist.  t 
vr.rlous  times  similar  sug.  eatlons  h-ive  bean  m-jde  to 

r,  but  aba  1 as  ax  ways  Text,  that  her  ether  re.’.  or.5-.lM.  It  os, 
which  s'  o cannot  put  aside,  would  prevent.  1 or  from 
keeping  up  wltn  the  schedule.  I air.  sure  that  she  Is 
right  miess  sr  a can  start  wlU  a massive  back-log. 

Much  of  the  material  that  might 
’ eve  gone  Into  this  was  destroyed  when  her  t om^^vaa 
burned,  but  there  still  exist  letters  and  papers  at 
the  American  r o ndation  for  t:  e Blind  and  In  cy 
collection  of  r.olieriann  in  Garden  City.  Poubleday'e 
1-  as  on.y  recently  com*  up  with  n plan  ror  syndication 
and  1 have  promised  Ken  cCormlck  to  look  over  t e 
Wole  lot  of  un  ubllshed  manuscript  after  1 return 
to  ew  vork  aro  n 1 t o middle  of  November.  'IhVr  we 
can  see  w‘  ore  we  stand  and  decide  w eti  er  or  not  to 
.rove  forward.  I shall  b^  in  constant  touch  with 
en,  ar  ’ In  the  meantime  you  mlghl  lik*>  to  taxk 
with  him  yourself. 


it  all  good  wishes,  I air. 
lncerely  yours, 


( ella  raddy  enr.«y ; 


r.  es  Gallagher 
Ar  .l  ewafeatures 
50  Fockefeller  > inza 
New  York  20,  N.Y. 


copies  to  las  Helen  Keller,  i r.  aen  McCormick 


October  6,  1955 


Dear  Mas  de  Caspar: 


As  a friend  of  hiss  Helen 
Keller's  of  many  years  standing,  as  her  literary 
executor  and  curator  of  her  papers,  I feel  that 
I must  reply  to  your  letter  to  her  of  Sept.  26 
with  regard  to  the  message  she  sent  Elizabeth 
Gurley  Flynn. 


The  first  sentence  of  the 
last  paragraph  of  your  letter  indicates  that  you 
have  misinterpreted  her  statement  that  "any  plan 
for  any  purpose  which  advocates  conspiracy' and  violence 
awa  ens  no  response  In  my  soul."  Of  course  she 
meant  that  e.ny  such  plan  would  get  no  sympathy  or 
encouragement  from  her;  and  by  any  she  means  that 
this  would  he  true  whether  the  plan  was  Fascist 
or  Communist  or  anything  else.  She  Is  quite  aware 
of  her  heritage  as  an  American  citizen  and  ha3 
spent  her  life  trying  to  preserve  and  enrich  it. 

The  remaining  sentences  of  your  final  paragraph 
show  that  you  have  no  understanding  of  Mies  Keller's 
true  nature. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Kenney) 


Piss  Geraldine  de  Caspar 
2405  Nostrand  Avenue 
Brooklyn  10 
New  York 


October  6,  19' 5 


Dear  r.  Dllley: 


The  reason  Helen  teller  has  not 
replied  to  your  letter  Is  that  she  literally  has 
not  had  time.  Tile  she  and  jolly  were  away  in 
India  and  the  For  Fast  unanswered  correspondence 
kept  accumulating  In  this  country,  the  harvard 
degree  and  especially  the  75th  birthday  brought 
forth  torrents  of  letters  and  telegrams.  She  his 
not  yet  taken  care  of  them  all  and  in  the  mean- 
while, as  part  of  her  duty  to  the  American  Foun  atlon 
for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Foundation  for 
Overseas  Blin^  she  is  writing,  in  the  midst  of 
Interruptions,  a report  on  the  work  accomplished 
during  her  recent  travels.  She  is  writing  a 
speech  to  deliver  when  she  awards  the  Migel  Pedals 
and  anotl er  to  deliver  at  the  opening  of  a new 
wing  at  the  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind  in  Chicago, 
dhls  is  only  part  of  it.,  tolly,  too,  is  overwhelmed 
with  corres  onderice  and  in  the  foreseeable  future 
there  seems  to  be  no  time  when  either  of  them  could 
sit  for  a portrait  by  Kiss  Guion  or  anyone  else.  I 
am  terrlblv  sorry  that  this  is  the  case.  I saw 
Kiss  Guion' s exhibit  last  winter  and  enjoyed  it. 

very  sincerely  yours. 


r.  Arthur  irbane  Dilley 
524  1 elbam  anor  Road 
Pelham  Manor 
New  York 


October  7,  1955 


Dearest  oily. 


_ . 1 feel  th'-t  my  letter  to  Kiss  de 

uaspar  Is  a masterpiece  of  tact  because  I did 
not  follow  my  Impulse  to  close  It  by  saylnp-  "And 
now  the  hell  with  you  I"  I am  returning  her 

letters  so  that  you  can  keep  all  this  correspondence 
together. 


. „ . Thus  far  I believe  that  no 

Individual  comrade  has  come  out  of  the  cracks 
to  support  Helen,  In  spite  of  the  play  the 
Pally  v.orker  gave  the  message.  Eut  so”  far  as 
I know  none  of  ti  e radicals  have  ever  supported 
her  In  anything— —I  know  it  has  been  a dis- 
appointment to  her  that  they  have  not  helped  her 
in  her  work  for  the  blind.  Did  the  woman  who 
wrote  to  1 elan  in  the  first  place  ever  thank  her'' 
Ibere  Is  something  very  curious  about  the  back- 
ground of  the  whole  affair.  If  It.  was  a trick  or 
a trap  it  sure  God  succeeded,  probably  beyond 
their  wiliest  dreams.  I’d  like  to  know,  but  maybe 
we  shall  never  find  out.  Like  you  I am 
apprehensive  about  the  appearance  of  EGF’s  book, 
but  I hope  and  pray  that  it  will  cause  no 
t rouble. 


Our  rain  continues  and  we  must 
get  out.  and  plant  anchusas  and  fox-gloves  and 
pinks  in  a new  garden  that  we  have  opened  in  front 
of  the  house. 


' uch  love  to  you  both,  as  always, 
and  let ' e stop  these  bad  dreams. 


nowville,  ew  amp shire 
October  14,  1955 


Dearest  Folly, 

I have  post  dated  the  letter  to  Mss  Hahn 
because  I wanted  you  and  Helen  to  see  It  before  It  Is 
Tailed.  If  It.  isn't  right,  we'll  have  to  try  again. 

Yesterday  I out  Rebecca,  ack's  letter  into  an 
envelope  Just  before  we  went  down  t e hill  and  with  this  I 
an  returning  t’  e letter  erot!1  Father  Brennan.  I am  also 
sending  'lisa  de  Caspar's  letter.  She  is  obviously  slightly 
off  her  rocker  because  she  always  fails  to  see  the  point. 

ell,  it  was  a wonderful  "birthday"  for 
TvACHF.R,  a forerunner,  I hope,  of  all  its  days.  Mrs. 

Yesierska  is  another  who  is  s Lightly  off  her  rocker,  but 
she  has  intense  feeling  and  no  small  amount  of  talent.  Her 
autobiography  two  or  three  years  ago  had  an  excellent  review 
in  the ‘Times,  with  her  picture,  and  was  vrell  reviewed  else- 
where. She  is  not  unknown.  You  were  awfully  good  to  call — both 
times.  And  I thought  of  you  and  Helen  all  day. 

I think  this  clears  up  everything  except,  oh 
yes,  Mr.  Tilley's  letter.  I did  not  think  it  called  for  a 
reply  from  me,  but  I thought  you  might,  like  to  see  it. 


I await  the  reviews  with  great  interest,  but 
no  longer  with  apprehension,  and,  as  I said  before,  we've  all 
done  what  we  can. 

Much,  much  love  to  you  bot.h--andI ' 11  be  in 
touch  afain  before  long. 


F.Fi.  Do  go  a.  ead  and  have  lunch  with  Ken.  I think  you  would 
all  enjoy  it. 


October  15,  1955 


Dear  Eob, 


: 'u>y  thanks  for  your  note.  I did  not 
icean  to  Intrude  and  I am  sure  1-  t you  in  the 
field  will  come  up  with  a much  better  idea 
than  any  I could  ever  have  had.  *olly  knows 
that  her  friends  appreciate  her  and  I know 
t tV.  ere  are  : . ny  people  who  would  like  to 
ta;<e  part  in  a spontaneous  tribute  to  her. 

It  is  always  good  to  h«ar  from  you  and 
I hope  to  see  you  soon  after  our  return  to 
Garden  City  around  t e middle  of  lovember. 

ith  all  good  wi sites,  I arr. 

' ver  sincerely  yours. 


r.  Robert.  Barnett 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  Vest.  16  St  . 

New  York  11,  ‘V  . 


October  13,  1^55 


’.ear  . ira  bar  n: 


r. » friends  of  . if  a n\mn  Kelj.ar  and  Ibs 
olij  i honrnon  ad  hoped  th -t  aft *r  t air  return  fron  India 
and  th*  F«r  '•~aot  they  would  be  able  to  relax  at  home  f - r 
so’iit*  months.  unhappily,  this  hap  not  proved  to  bo  the  cane, 
r-ur’i  nj  i.  elr  absence  cocres  on’encs  accumulated,  arc7  no 
did  l a • ruler*  a oblly  •tiona  towards  t o merlcfto  foundation 
for  toe  Blind  and  the  American  Koundptlon  for  Overseas 
Blind.  'Y  ? Vill  be  away  fro®  horn*,  orf  and  on,  throughout 
the  autumn,  ;.a>-  lng  « peeches. 

rij  impulse  towards  & girder  le  g.oo'1  of 
course,  but  t blinc  ave  only  recently  be  pun  to  win 
that  r long  fir  hi  to  be  accepted  on  equal  tews  with  t * 
seeing  an f ci  n therefore  o?t  reluctant  to  «nr  »\>v*  a --y 
development  which  once  more  considers  then  an  a class 
•part.  They  would  rather  have  gardens  for  everybody, 

i quo  to  from  -lsa  .\eiler: 

"•  “9k lng  a garden  esc ecKt-ly  for  1 <» 
blind  asaiaa  to  c»e  r.  nacrous,  weli-lnl  S' -t.ioi.ftd,  but 
not  deeirebi*’  elfin.  It  Is  t.  ce.ee  of  w;:  hasizing  unduly 
th*:  difference  oetwean  the  blind  arid  tl.e  seeing,  li*e 
bilr.h  really  *>njoy  ordinary  gardens  through  1 clr 
senses  of  touch  an-i  a'neil  Ci  lie  as  sue),  as  the  son  lug, 
do,  arid  pe  in  ivlduals  they  h-  ve  t.  •■sir  own  preferences 
in  flounrs  'in1  trees,  y own  garden  Is  a joy  .0  uu»,  1 ulx 
of  variety  «.r 1 th  fra<  ranees  of  t- • 1 Reasons,  but  It 
Ip  not  arranged  uU  r my  reference  to  «y  ..iri..  Lion, 
except  fo**  a cedar  nail  wrici  1 foij.ow  past  fcj»’CLe- vines, 
•▼ergreena,  biror.eo,  and  1>js!  sa  in  \ deiluntf  uliy 
zlgza  ; lng  ''Pnrjftr." 

1 V < ; t is  statement  wl..j  be  useful  to  you. 

1 ery  sincerely  vours, 


eiia  f randy  h annoy,  t,\  ornoy 
' ot  . elen  u8ii«r 


1 s b pah®  Habn 
ft- thvlaw 
olf  sboro 

fiw  ..'capnbl  e 


October  13,  1955 


ear  I.ho  «l  n: 


the  friends  of  Mir.e  elm  Keller  and  1b« 
oily  IboEnon  -ad  hor -e<J  t*  after  their  return  fro*  jndie 
ar.d  the  far  "art  the;  would  bp  able  to  relax  at  home  fcr 
■'  > ' • . nh.a  1 1 y . ' not  ••  ■ ■■ -v  ' - - • • r>. 

"urlng  t eir  absence  corresr ondence  accumulated,  and  bo 
•'11'  X • oiler' « obligations  towards  the  American  foundation 
Tor  t a HI  at  and  the-  Airaricar,  foundation  for  Overseas 
blind,  ho  will  be  B.way  ~rom  home,  off  and  on,  throughout 
the  autuan,  eking  speeches. 

«;>  Im.  ulae  towards  a ga rden  1b  cool  of 
courm,  but.  tr  blind  ave  only  recent  1 y begun  to  win 
t.slr  long  fight  to  be  accepted  on  equal  terra  with  t e 
seeing  end  n a therefore  most  reluctant  to  a’  rove  any 
development  which  once  mo* a considers  them  as  a class 
apart,  flay  would  rather  have  gardens  for  everybody. 

I qu  o 1.  a f ror  M 1 s n heller: 

aVtng  a garden  eared  ally  for  tve 
blind  seems  to  re  a enorous,  well-intentioned,  but 
not  dealrshl:-1  plan.  It  in  a case  of  emphasizing  unduly 
t difference  between  the  blind  and  the  seeing,  -he 
blind  really  enjoy  ordinary  rr’ena  through  t elr 
senses  of  touch  and  smell  quite  ns  such  as  t e seeing 
do,  and  as  individuals  they  y ave  t elr  own  references 
In  flowers  an  1 trees,  y own  garden  la  a joy  to  »•••-• , full 
of  variety  nr  ' th  • fragrances  of  all  Reasons,  but  it. 

Is  not  arranged  vl  ! 1 any  reference  to  my  llr.lt  t.lon, 
except  for  a cedar  r 11  v-  ich  I follow  past  grr-j  s-vlnas, 
evergreens,  birches,  and  busv as  In  a delightfully 
zigzagging  anner." 

I hope  this  statement  will  bo  useful  to  you. 

' e y sincerely  yours, 


alia  ruddy  snney , • t * ornay 
ror  "elm  heller 


les  eabe  ahn 
eathvlew 
olf  eboro 

ow  ire 


Snow i He,  .New  Hampshire 
October  23,  1955 


Dear-'  at  oily, 


This  la  to  be  a hurried  note  because  1 think 
I shall  have  a crance  to  send  It.  down  the  hill  today  and 
I want  to  get  the  World-Telegram  review  to  you.  Ye  can't 
hope  for  accuracy  in  the  reviews,  but  so  long  as  they  give 
the  emotional  impact  of  the  book  we  must  be  content.  I think 
Sterling  North  does  that.  I still  have  not  seen  the  Times, 
but  I think  the  papers  may  yet.  come  through.  The  ^mmett  Till 
t.lng  reached  me  only  yesterday.  I will  t • lk  with  you  about 
it  by  telephone.  1 see  no  reason  why  you  and  he : en  should  not 
contribute  to  the  NAAcP  if  you  want  to,  but  I would  rather 
you  would  not  do  it  merely  on  the  strength  of  that  overwrought 
editorial  in  Life.  I followed  the  whole  hideous  and  horrible 
story  very  closely  in  the  Times:  It.  is  not  as  simple  at  Life's 
editorial  makes  it  out  to  be. 

I t;  ink  one  of  the  chief  t;  ings  about  people 
like  the  editors  of  the  Ruralist  and  Counterattack  that 
Irritates  us  Is  that  they  are  so  damn  self-righteous,  At 
any  rate  I hope  that  we  can  now  sew  a button  on  that  episode. 

I got  a few  extra  copies  of  Counterattack  and  if  any  .-ore 
letters  come  In,  not  anonymous,  l^t  me  have  them  and  I will 
forward  Counterattack  without  return  address. 

It  is  staggering  that  Dick  "can't  -err. ember"  that 
he  ever  had  ASM.  Did  Mrs.  Davidson  tell  him  tt  rt  it  was  e copy 
that  I leant  him  or  that  you  had?  I think  it  might  be  good  if 
you  talked  to  him  yourself.  If  you  can  get  anything  out  of 
Nancy  you  are  a much  better  man  than  I am. 

I am  glad  that  your  brother  appreciated  the  beaut 
' ' I 'll.:'-  to  TRACI  ER,  but  it  is  only  What  I expected 
from  one  as  sensitive  as  I know  him  to  be.  I an  eager  to  he^r 
his  opinion  of  the  book  as  a whole. 

Very  cold  this  morning  and  all  our  flowers  are 
dead  except  delpbinimum  and  candytuft. 

y love  to  you  both,  as  always, 


I 

! 


S nowville,  ^ew  Hampshire 
October  26,  1955 


Dearast  Polly, 


I Ilk©  it 

reading  It.  Helen 
and  additions. 


i'ere  is  Helen's  article, 
very  much  and  so  does  Keith  who  has  just 
can  go  over  it  now  and  make  her 


rearranged  and  edited. 


/'lnlshed 
own  changes 


iS. till1.1!  *>» 

special  quality  or 

dldn*>tei  hith^r<  T0™*  18  the  evanescence  of  its  beauty  and  I 
dldn  t think  it  appropriate.  "Hewed"  did  not  seem  the  riVht 

"hedi;oo^«°tnPCtiS?  wlth  3hiPW5"«ck;  one  seldom  cuts  a wv^Vrouah 
the  woods  to  a shipwreck.  Bowditch’s  name  is  Nathaniel  'not  ^ 

Tv*?**  °ther  ^ditCh  mathematician 

. . f.  8re  c middle  of  a snowstorm  and  do  not 

wia«irL,irV'°  nfvifato  thr>  h111  at  l3ast  until  tomorrow. 

© already  have  about  three  inches  on  the  ground,  but  since 

warm  weather  Is  predicts  we  do  net  expect  it  to  last  lore? 

Much  love,  as  always, 


A GR"  ']  1 1 G TO  TEACHEF8 


lm  o I an  not  a teacher,  I cannot  discourse  on  t e robiemB 
and  rear  on si bill  tie r of  pedagogy,  but  1 can  r olr.t  to  the  work  of 
y teacher  Anne  Sullivan  i-acy  for  t « handicar  ed  and  think  with 
awe  of  the  many  other  pathfinders  who  have  fought  their  vay 
to  the  rescue  of  shipwrecked  Uvea.  ’*as  it  not  p teacher,  Valentin 
r w o Uncovered  the  inner  light  th  t would  lead  t « blind 

to  t(  sir  human  heritage  of  normal  living?  And  was  it  not  a 
teacher,  the  bhe  de  l'Epee,  who  taught  mute  lips  to  f ea*  and 
thus  gave  the  deaf  their  rightful  place  in  the  society  of  their 
fellows?  Love  is  the  only  perfect  thanks  and  1 have  that  in 
abundance  for  those  who  teach. 

'o  what  class  does  tv-e  world  owe  deeper  gratitude  than  to 
t'  ose  w"  ose  tireless  energy  drives  way  the  evils  of  Ignorance 
and  calls  forth  the  blossoming  and  fruitfulness  of  countless 
minds?  ow  little  we  think,  when  we  honor  a great  coot  or 
scientist  or  statesman,  that  the  labor  of  one  or  ■* ony  teachers 
has  been  ohont  in  the  aha  ing  o^  his  character!  here  is  no 
measuring  t c Influence  of  such  teachers  as  .Jesus  and  Puddha. 

In  this  country  the  belief  has  b^en  cherished  sines  the 
days  or  the  Founders  that  education  is  more  import  int  for  tf  « 
welfare  of  the  peocle  then  almost,  anything  else,  and  as  I 
reflect  v on  the  bensfl*s  or  education  1 ■r  Clsturbed  ty  tie 
shortage  of  taaehers  in  the  American  public  schools  wJ ich  is 
occurring  Just  v:  en  the  population  1b  exf  ending  to  rc  idly. 

Vhy  should  such  • slate  of  affairs  be  permitted? 

;d 'cation  in  asnentlal  to  the  upbuilding  of  hutnsn 
beings  and  failure  to  advance  it  is  an  unpardonable  o'tence. 
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Cne  who  juts  out  the  beacon  of  a iighthou  e is  Justly 
reproached  with  the  calamities  of  shipwreck  and  those  wt,o 
allow  Ignorance  to  continue  are  guilty  of  all  the  crimes  that 
ignorance  commits. 

There  was  a time  w'  on  the  schools  in  the  Tnited  States 
were  animated  by  the  ideals  of  self-improvement  end  t e influence 
of  these  ideals  spread  to  teachers  and  nupils  in  all  valis  of 
life.  Thousands  who  labored  in  mill,  factory,  or  mine  cultivated 
goo'  "lotion,  read  tester;  loess  of  literature,  end  enriched  their 
lives  with  poetry,  philosophy,  end  art..  It  war  impressed  upon 
boys  a r.d  girls  that  if  they  were  to  master  their  destiny  they 
must  have  well-grounded  knowledge  of  one  or  more  subjects. 
Societies  of  learning  were  established  and  men  like  Eliru 
fcurritt,  "the  learned  blacksmith,"  and  Nathaniel  Bowdit.ch,  the 
mathematician,  taught  themselves.  In  the  glow  of  tfc.i  general 
desire  for  careful  educed  Ion  there  arose  new  benefits  to 
society — schools  for  the  blind  and  the  deaf,  for  the  feeble- 
minded and  for  cri  pr  i es,  and  these  schools  were  placed  under- 
teachers  equipped  with  skilled  training  an1  the  most  advanced 
theories  of  education. 

t 

It  ir  true  that  In  those  days  povery  often  made 
education  difficult,  and  it  still  does,  but  the  very  hardships 
create  ingenuity  for  accomplishment  and  increase  the  preclous- 
nees  of  scholarship  as  man  struggles  to  attain  genuine 
civilization.  Education  is  a constant,  process,  a way  of 
living.  A country  has  dignity  in  proportion  to  its  leadership 
in  this  field.  Its  teachers  Influence  its  mind  and  its  role 
in  history.  They  ere  the  arm  ole  through  which  flow  t.  e 
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thoughts  or  the  world  and  It  Is  their  rear onslbillt  y to  «eep 
the  •««’«-»  or  knowledge  clenr  and  unobstructed. 

I ar  nvare  that  it  la  bard  today  to  Inter »-t  a large  number 
of  Intelligent  young  n »>nd  vouen  In  ualifying  tbeaealvea 
■"or  V * lng  r ofeoalon,  the  patient,  . u^  useful  work 

th*t  Is  a ros.d  to  civilisation,  but  In  roc'lrlatic  ooda 
I remember  tve  - rrve  te- cb'-r*  w*  o ’rave  riven  the:-,  solve  a to 
tr  » cobxotc  rood,  "Ar«  M«n  blind! " t ©y  cried,  " e will  open 
tt  elr  ayes  " "Are  th+y  deafv  * vill  unstop  their  ear  a.”  "Are 
their  ffln'c  In  dr.rkness?  ve  will  bring  light."  "t  en  1 feel  sure 
thst  t o ennobling  influence  or  * »ch  teachers  will  continue 
end  Increase  and  that  aa  -an  advances  to  higher  levels  of 
t!  ought  tho  teacher*  vill  « freer  the  self-  ess  Impulse a of  bin 
nature,  of  only  -suet  > le  Intellectual  faculties  bo  antonloueiy 
developed,  hit.  sympathies  sort  ale©  b®  broadened  to  embrace 
t « welf'  -e  of  11  ren  of  all  races.  If  tt  * t®nc  ®rs  are  faithful 
to  t eir  mission,  we  can  be  sure  that  social  Instincts  will 
ro  atror er  and  t-n*  eltruis*  will  triumph  In  every  department 


of  11  © 


Oct.  23,  1955 


Dearest  ol iy , 


This  will  bo  hurried  because  it  is 
tlra^-  for  -re  to  get  back  to  my  own  rat-catch  lng, 
but  I want  to  get  t 1 **ted  (o  you 

this  afternoon.  I left  out  Mr.  Bowles,  but  when 
Helen  first  gets  up  to  speak  she  can  say  a 
special  word  to  him  as  she  addresses  the  group. 
Singling  out  his  name  may  be  sufficient. 

I am  returning  the  reviews,  etc. 
t at  you  sent  me,  with  notations  where  necessary. 

I aai  glad  the  family  liked  the  book.  Of  course 
they  brought  an  intimate  background  to  it,  but  In 
a way  they  could  have  been  the  most  critical  of 
all.  I have  been  Impressed  by  the  ignorance  o 
the  reviewers — they  sound  like  the  people  who 
come  to  interview  you.  It  in  a superficial  age 
and  we  can't  get  away  from  that,  except,  >o  try 
not  to  he  superficial  ourselves. 

In  haste,  but  never  in  too  much  haste 


to  send  love, 


Q'-NERmL  . A AS: 


I am  deeply  touched  by  this  honor.  Humbly  I acceot 
it,  not  only  for  myself,  but  also  for  the  countless  men  and 
women  who  have  consecrated  their  service  tc  the  unfortunate. 

In  the  united  States  seven  million  handicapped  persons  have 
boon  roc  gnised  as  capable  members  o**  the  community  In  business, 
industry,  education,  and  the  arts.  For  much  of  this  ro^ress  we 
Indebted  to  t ' Sent*  eeaittee.  But  uch  remains  to  bo 

done  -nd  wo,  the  handicapped,  took  forward  to  th~  time  when, 
through  our  vor  lng  partnership  vl*h  ovr  Government,  the  benefits 
vhlch  mo  "re  -el ring  In  fhl®  country  will  spread  throughout  the 
world  for  t v o pood  of  our  common  humanity  everywhere.  Again  I 
♦hank  you. 

roud J.y  tod^y  ’•»  celebrate  the  fortieth  anniversary 
of  on  org«ni7atl on  which  has  ^evoted  Itself  to  a special  group  of 
the  handicapped.  T remembor  whop  t be  American  Foundation  for 
Overseas  Rt  ind  h'-gen  its  service  to  the  Allied  soldiers  blinded 
during  the  First  World  v«r.  Now  It  is  truly  global  in  scope.  It 
hr  n sent  aid  to  more  +h*n  seventy  count ri es — school  apparatus, 
workshop  e ••Inmont , Braille  printing  presses,  and  means  of 
rehabilitating  the  adult  blind.  jt  has  branded  medical  care 
and  has  distributed  informat  Ion  concerning  t p r retention  of 
b1  indnrss . It  hrs  <‘o8+**red  t.he  new  world  consciousness  of  the 
needs,  problems,  and  capabilities  of  the  blind,  s another  link 
binding  together  neoples  of  all  races,  nations,  and  creeds,  it 
has  taken  its  ’-lace  beside  the  United  Net  Ions  and  other  global 
or  anlzr.tions  in  the  mighty  crusade  for  the  well-being  or  all 
mankind.  Fiy  heart  throbs  with  glad  expectancy  as  I look,  are-  d to 


t ■ <*  triumph  of  < lvllizatlon  when  th*»  highest  challenges  r all 
be  p1  for  all  the  handicap’  erj--l'  'als  of  clil7.enn.hlp,  1 e 
wealth  of  educrtlon  and  science,  work  and  service  from  all  to 
each  an<?  e>  ch  to  all. 


Mr.  Ziegler,  Mr.  Migel,  Genera  1 Maas,  Mr.  Bowles  and  Friends, 


First  I wish  to  thank  Genera  1 Maas  for  the  award  you  have  bestowed  upon  me.  I 
you, 

I am  deeply  touched  that  the  President's  Committee  on  the  Employment  of  the  Handicapped 
should  think  me  w orthy  of  significant  honor.  Humbly  I accept  it  not  only  for 

myself  but  in  behalf  of  the  countless  men  and  w omen  who  have  consecrated  their  service 
to  the  unfortunate.  Now,  Charles  Bowles,  we  are  thrilled  by  the  honor  of  having  you 
join  us  in  celebrating  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas 
Blind . Your  friends*^  for-lndj/and  influence  for  world  good-will  and  understanding 
Liake  your  visit,  here  a^n  inestimable  reinforcement  to  our  endeavors.  Like  you, 

Mr.  Bowles  , we  want  to  show  in  a n impressive  manner  how  good  can  be  wrought  by  a. 

working  partnership  between  the  United  Nat  WjLndividual  governments  and  private  gl«,l 
p hilanthropy. 

It  is  truly  a marvellous  experience  for  me  to  remember  the  foundation  for  Overseas 
Blind  when  it  swerved  the  blind  of  the  Allies  in  the  first  World  War,  and  how  it  has 
reached  tje  scope  of  a world  organization!  In  my  travels  through  the  Middle  East  and 
the  Orient  I found  a deplorable  want  of  special  schools  for  the  blind  and  the  deaf,  of 
workshops  , medical  care  and  employment.  But  now  a ne  w consciousness  is  coming  to 
the  peoples  of  the  needs  , problems  and  capabilities  of  the  handicapped,  thanks 
to  the  Founda  tion  for  Overseas  Blind.  It  has  already  sent  aid  to  over  seventy  coun- 
tries — m school  apparatus,  w orkshop  equipment,  Braille  printing-presses  and  mea  ns 
of  rehabilitating  the  adult  blind.  It  has  also  expanded  information  concerning  pre- 
vention of  blindness. 

In  our  own  country,  although  much  remains  to  be  done.  Seven  million  handicapped 
p sons  hav„  oeen  recognized  as  capable  members  of  the  community  in  business  , in— 
uubtry,  edication  and  the  arts  . For  this  progress  we  are  most  grateful  to  the  Pre- 

This  belief  in  their  potentialities  has  taken  root  only  recently 


s ident ' s Corami tte  e . 


in  the  backward  areas  of  the  world,  but  the  Foundation  for  Ova  rseas  Blind  is  a sure 
m erasure  of  the  progress  that  is  being  made  by  the  handicapped  everywhere,  and  it  is 
another  link  binding  together  peoples  of  all  races,  nations  and  creeds.  Proudly  we 
celebrate  its  birthday  as  a co-worker  with  thousands  of  other  organizations  which  are 
taking  place  beside  the  United  Nations  in  a mighty  crusade  for  the  we  1-being  of  man- 
kind. Ity  heart  throbs  with  glad  expectancy  as  I look  forward  to  the  triumph  of 
Civilization  when  the  highest  challenges  shall  be  met  for  all  the  handicapped  — ideals 
of  citizenship,  the  wealth  of  education  and  science,  work  and  service  from  all  to  each 
and  each  to  all. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  lev  York 
Kov . 17,  1955 


"ear  Mrs.  Davidson, 


I think  it  might  be  a good 
idea  for  yon  to  drop  Dr.  O'Connor  a line  to 
tell  him  that  Helen  is  ov)t  of  tov/n,  then 
when  she  returns  bring,  the  thing  to  Polly's 
attention,  this  i s something  that  Helen 
herself  will  have  to  answer. 

It  was  good  to  be 

t- laing  to  you  from  near  at  band  and  I hope 
I sh;<ll  see  you  before  long. 

All  good  wishes  to  you 

and  y ou r h u sband , 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  hew  York. 
December  3»  1955 


Dearest  Polly, 


I think  Mr.  Salmon’s  letter  and  memorandum 
will  answer  admirably  the  inquiry  you  already  have  about 
fragrance  gardens  and  any  others  that  may  come  in.  Mr. 
•Cagar  makes  one  good  point  in  addition:  r,Paised  beds  are 
obviously  more  convenient  as  the  blind  need  not  stoop 
to  'see'  the  plants."  7 line  will  tell  how  much  the  blind 
use  these  gardens  and  this  will  be  the  primary  influence 
in  determining  how  far  the  development  will  go.  If 
inquiries  become  numerous  I think  It  would  be  a fine  idea 
for  Mr.  falmon  to  prepare  a pamphlet  to  send  in  reply  to 
them.  I am  sorry  about  the  Foundation's  attitude  and  I 
wish  that  they  had  been  more  constructive  in  their 
objections.  They  might  at  least  have  asked  for  braille 
labels  where  the  seeing  have  print  labels.  Helen's  own 
garden,  because  of  the  railing,  is  a garden  for  the  blind 
and  the  only  reason  she  does  not  need  labels  is  that  she 
already  knows  the  names  of  the  plants  that  she  encounters. 

Today  I shall  have  to  discipline  myself  to 
keep  at  the  typewriter  because  "The  Tree  of  Man"  lies 
open  in  the  living  room  and  I want  to  get  back  to  it. 

My  love  to  you  both,  as  always, 


Ill  Fifth  Street,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  7,  1955 


Dear  Mr.  Maynard, 


I wish  I felt  that  I could  be  of 
some  use  to  you  in  your  plan  for  giving  a public 
reading  of  THE  SONG  0^  THE  STONE  WALL.  I know  that 
there  is  an  increasing  demand  for  this  sort  of  thing 
and  I think  the  poem  would  make  a beautiful  program, 
but  the  mechanics  of  setting  about  it  is  beyond  my 
range  of  knowledge.  The  best  way  to  begin  might  be 
to  approach  one  of  the  local  women's  clubs — a study 
club,  for  example.  Try  it  out  in  this  way  and  if  it 
should  awake  a warm  response  I believe  that  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  could  put  you  in 
touch  with  a dramatic  agent.  I have  no  contact  with 
one  myself. 


It  was  a disappointment  to  me  not 
to  see  you  when  you  were  in  New  Hampshire  and  I am 
sorry  that,  you  have  not  been  well.  I hope  the  illness 
is  over.  This  goes  to  you  with  all  good  wishes  for 
happy  holidays  and  for  great  success  in  your  project. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.  Nella  Eraddy  Henney ) 


Mr.  Merrill  Maynard 
FOB  4 

Taunton,  Mass. 


Ill  Firth  St . , Garden  City,  New  York 
December  10,  1955 


Dearest  Folly , 


I am  returning  Kiss  V-’alte's  letter.  I think 
that  at  this  point  you  need  not  say  that  Helen  will  not 
be  able  to  help  her  with  it.  She  may  not  ask  It  ana  If 
she  does  we  can  take  care  of  It  when  the  time  comes.  But 
1 do  think  you  ought  to  refer  her  to  Van  yck's  book.  You 
must  realize  that  there  will  be  a certain  amount  of 
f ictionalization — I mean  In  the  recreation  of  conversations — 
but  she  did  It  well  in  the  book  on  Elizabeth  Earrett  and  we 
have  her  assurance  In  her  letter  that  she  will  publish 
nothing  without  Helen's  approval.  I did  not  call  Ken  because 
I thought  it  unnecessary.  I will  return  the  Barrett  Browning 
book  to  you  later  in  the  week  when  our  yard  man  is  here  and 
can  do  the  standing  In  line  at  the  post  office. 

A television  program  that  I th  ak  you  will 
not  want  to  miss  is  the  tier's  ’-Veils  ballet  3:00  to  9:30 
Monday  evening  on  Channel  4.  I am  so  glad  I shall  have  it 
to  look  at  when  I come  back  from  taking  Keith  to  the 
hospital.  I'll  be  glad  when  the  next  week  is  behind  me. 

Love  to  you  both  always, 


\ 


• / 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  10f  1955 


Dear  Mrs.  Stovel, 


Once  more,  and  as  always  when  I have 
had  contact  with  the  Volta  Bureau,  I am  impressed 
by  the  dependability  of  your  records.  I know  no 
other  organization  for  the  handicapped  that  equals 
you  in  this  respect.  It  never  occurred  to  me  to 
question  the  identity  of  the  two  men  in  the  photograph 
with  Miss  Keller.  I had  never  seen  either  Capt..  Keller 
or  Dr.  Bell  and  the  pictures  of  them  with  which  I am 
familiar  were  taken  at  a much  later  da.te.  It  gives  me 
gooseflesh  to  think  that  if  we  had  used  this 
photograph  in  TEACHER  it  would  have  gone  in  so  wrongly 
captioned.  Thank  you  for  letting  me  know. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


And,  oh,  yes,  happy  holiday  si 


Mrs.  Laura  Stovel 
The  Volta  Bureau 
1537  35th  St.  N.V. 
Washington  7,  D.C. 


Ill  fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  10,  1955 


Dear  Ken, 


Many  thanks  for  letting  me  know  about  the 
sale  of  the  German  rights  for  TEACHER.  Helen  told  me 
abo'it  the  USIS  deal  and  said  that  she  had  very  much 
enjoyed  all  the  little  notes  you  have  sent  her.  By 
an  oversight  your  note  to  me  went  to  Snowvllle  first, 
not  uncommon  with  our  mail  after  our  return  to  GC. 

Helen  E.  Waite,  author  of  HO  0 I LC  E THEE, 
a teen-age  story  of  Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning  which 
Is  not  bad  (Junior  Literary  Guild  'election)  has  asked 
Helen  for  permission  to  do  a teen-age  story  of  her  and 
1 eecher . Her  publishers  are  (soras  Smith.  A similar 
request  hns  come  from  a man  connected  with  Adams  and 
Black  in  England  (I  think  this  name  is  right,  but  I 
don't  have  the  letter  before  me).  Helen  will  not, 
cannot, help  these  people,  but  she  has  no  special 
objection  to  their  writing  about  her.  She  has  referred 
them  to  you  for  permission  to  use  published  material. 

Xlss  Waite  has  -'romlsed  to  show  Helen  her  manuscript 
and  not  to  let  it  appear  without  Helen's  permission  after 
she  sees  it. 

Anzla  Yezierska  is  dickering  with  "Coronet" 
about  an  article  on  Teacher.  She  may  turn  up  at  the 
office,  -.he  is  not  unglfted,  but  she  is  very  adhesive, 
as  perhaps  I need  not  tell  you. 

The  inclosed  was  sent  to  me  by  the  American 
rounf atlon  for  the  Blind.  Sterns  to  belong  to  you  or  to 
Chris  Pollard . 

It  is  a disappointment  to  me  and  to  the  girls 
that  we  have  not  seen  you.  My  fault.  Almost  as  soon  as 
we  got  here  we  had  to  set  out  for  Ohio  to  see  Keith's 
mother  and  Keith  himself  goes  to  the  hosritcl  on  Monday. 
Nothing  serious  they  tell  me  and  he  will  be  back  home 
within  four  or  fivo  days.  Poon  after  the  New  Year  I 
hope  we  can  get  together.  Meantime  let  me  wish  you 
very  happy  holidays. 


/ 

/ 


Ill  fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  lew  "York 
December  26,  1955 


Dear  Florence, 

♦ 

It  was  lovely  to  hear  from  you'.  No  Christmas 
gr  et Ings  went  out  from  us  because  Keith  was  in  the 
hospital  when  they  should  have  been  sent.  He  Ir  at  home 
now,  kicking  up  his  heels  and  threatening  to  go  back  to 
the  office  before  long.  It  has  been  an  anxious  time,  but 
we  are  over  the  hump  and  looking  forward  to  the  new  year. 
Never  before  have  the  little  notes  from  our  friends  meant 
so  much  to  u s . 


Long  ago  I intended  to  mail  the  Inclosed 
article  to  you.  I felt  Jo  very  close  to  me  while  I was 
writing  it.  I am  so  glad  you  like  Helen's  book — 1 think  It 
a superb  accompli shneant , absolutely  incredible  when  all 
the  circumstances  are  taken  into  account.  You  probably  know 
that  Van  fyck  has  written  a book  about  Helen,  it  vrill  appear 
in  March,  a Book  of  the  Month  Club  selection. 

1 still  feel  the  disappointment  of  noi  seeing 
you  when  you  were  last  in  this  country  and  hope  tbit  I shall 
have  better  luck  next  time. 

Keith  and  I both,  dear  Florence,  send  you  our 
love  and  all  the  good  wishes  there  are  for  1956  and  tie 
years  that  lie  ahead  of  us, 


Ill  Flft'r  t.,  Garden  City,  low  Yor 
IJec»::.ber  £?, 


To:  r =:ilzaboth, 


It  was  charming  of  you  to  send  me  the 
lonely  handkerchief.  I shall  ^launt  it  w en  I carry  It. 

\nn  is  ’-'ith  us  tor  tie  holidays.  I'e  met 
Helen  and  Tolly  for  Lunch  and  ti  e theater  last  * ednesd^y 
and  shall  meet  them  again  this  coming  Wednesday . Eyer 
since  they  returned  from  that  long  Far  Eastern  tour,  and 
really  for  some  time  before  that,  I have  b^en  disturbed 
about  oily.  For  the  first  time  she  is  shoving  her  ape — 
not  all  the  time  of  course,  but  when  she  is  tired  or 
when  she  thinks  no  one  is  looking  and  relaxes  for  a 
moment,  she  would  be  perfectly  horrified  if  she  xnow 
•nyone  felt  this,  but  ve  all  do  and  I am  sure  you  must 
have  had  a glimpse  of  It  wren  you  saw  her  in  Glasgow. 

It  is  vary  sad,  but  all  her  friends  are  in  a watchful 
conspiracy  of  silence,  hoping  to  be  protective  v ^n  and  if 
the  tine  comes.  She  and  Helen  are  carrying  on  their 
work  for  tro  blind  as  usual,  but  it  is  taking  a heavy 
toll,  especially  from  .oily.  They’ll  die  with  their 
boots  on.  e’d  all  like  to  see  elen  go  first,  but 
this  seems  unlikely,  "he  is  wonderfully  strong  and  robust. 

he  have  had  illness  lr  the  family — ei th- 
in the  hospital  here,  his  mother  in  the  hospital  in 
Ohio — but  we  are  over  the  hump  and  are  looking  forward 
to  the  beginning  of  the  new  leor.  I hope  it  will  b°  a 
happy  one  for  you  f nd  Andrew  and  that  1 f will  bring  you 
everything  you  most  desire. 

Ann  Joins  is  in  sending  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St,,  Gai'den  City,  Mew  York 
Jan.  l6,  19^6 


Dearest  Polly, 


I am  at  last  getting  around  to  returning 
various  Items,  The  two  Christmas  cards  are  perfectly 
charming,  though  I think  I'd  be  nervous  about  a tiger 
that  size  If  the  children  were  mine. 


On  the  whole  I liked  Robert  St.  John's  review 
of  THE  STOHY  OF  Ml  LIFE  and  I find  the  fact  that  he  was  asked 
to  write  it  very  encouraging— another  small  Indication  that 
the  terrible  witch  hunt  is  falling  off  in  intensity.  If  Helen 
shoula  run  across  a modern  book  that  she  would  enjoy  reviewing 
tne  000k  Parade  will  give  her  the  opportunity — I am  sure 
there  is  no  time  limit  on  the  request-- otherwise  I should  say 
let  it  go.  Hut  shouldn't  Mrs.  Davidson  acknowledge  and  reply 
to  all  these  requests.  I know  it  would  mean  a lor  of  wo^k  but 

it  would  create  an  awful  lot  of  good  will  even  when  the  answer 
NO  , 


Is 


1 ™ returning  the  '’composition"  on  Helen 
though  I tnj.nk  th8  best  place  for  it  is  the  waste-basket. 

, That  awfully  slippery  morning  I skidded  on  the 

ice  waen  I went  out  to  feed  the  birds  and  my  hip  has  been 

giving  me  a little  trouble  ever  since.  Not  serious,  but  sometimes 
it  does  HURT. 


Much  love,  as  always,  to  you  both, 


Jan.  17,  1956 


Dearsst  Polly, 

In  general  I think  overy- 
t fling  that  cojie3  In  ought  to  nave  some 
kind  of  acknowledgement,  but  there  are 
exceptions  and  this  seems  to  rae  to  be  one 
or  them.  Anything  that  furthers  the  work 
of  the  T7N  is  good  am. on  the  face  of  it 
this  anoer::."cj  to  be  s ver»y  simolM  request 
whic.i  vould  hi  most  ungracious  to  refuse, 
hut  you  would  ha vs  to  bo  responsible  for 
u-"i  croll,  you’ ri  have  to  uawran  It  and 

” - 1 to  send  on  to  the  next  ^e^son 

on  the  List.  They  apparently  intend  to 
sand  it  around  the  world  arid  there  is 
no  telling  to  on  it  would  reach  A rear.  Ridge. 
J'd  keep  it  bur  pigeon-hole  it. 

hGr>Ts  book  came  yesterday. 

T don't  agree  v-ith  nor,  out  I finished  it 
with  a great  deal  of  respect  for  her.  More 
on  this  when  I see  you. 

As  I look  out  toe  window 
don  t lilts  to  think  ox'  you  and  Helen 
plunging  into  the  snow  to  go  to  town. 


ucn  love  uiwevs. 


*T 


^ S ^o-oJ!a.  Ot<y~n  P U2_tJZ_ 


Hi  clfth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  26,  1956 


Pear  r.  Morrison: 


I had  a long  talk  with  Miss 
Keller  yesterday  and  I aui  sorry  to  have  to  report 
that,  the  result  will  he  a disappointment  to  you. 

She  wants  very  much  to  write  an  article  for  vou,  but 
she  in  'Leaving  for  Europe  about  the  middle  of  March 
and  the  days  between  now  and  then  will  be  so  crowded 
that  she  cannot  possibly  undertake  it.  Perhaps  later 
in  the  year  after  her  return  she  will  find  time  for 
it.  The  subject  is  much  on  her  mind  and,  as  I said 
before,  she  wants  to  do  it. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


rs.  Fella  B ruddy  Henney ) 


r.  Allan  Morrison 
■ebony  Magazine 
55  V-est  42  ft. 

New  fork  56 

.Y. 


Pw  . PquoJZ  ( / 

~^T  (X^Oij  P- 


J nu-ry  27,  19r6 


Dearest  Polly, 

elan  will  ant  to  go  over  t Ip.  I feit  i <t 
It  vr a r>  not  hpc  P3apy  to  bring  In  r.  llegler  sni  :ionin  of  the 
worda  I fh.HR:,red  to  avoid  repetition.  I -m  returning  t e 

In  . It  Is  so  awful  * it  an*  has  to  do  bo  such  o'  iri.- 
► in’  of  thing  and  yet  30  important  for  her  to  rio  it.  At 
leant  you'll  be  free  of  it  while  you  ;=re  on  your  trio. 

I have  a ch  nco  to  send  thlr  to  the  opt  off  lc 
ao  I'll  atop  now.  I'll  be  in  touch  with  you  about  it. 


y love  always. 


e<;r  T;riends, 


It  in  a thrilling  experience  for  «,©  to  vith 
you  today  to  *hsnk  you  for  your  generosity  in  promoting 
research  into  the  (Use:  see  and  disorders  that  still  darken 
no  much  human  life.  It  ’-ive 3 new  stimulus  to  my  work  for 
■ I;;:  b , ind  and  toe  deaf  to  now  tost  the  Government  ■••nd 
science  are  rendering  it  possible  for  them  to  climb  to  yet 
vl’er  prospects  of  life  and  its  fullness. 

Only  through  knowledge  can  men  be  taught  how 
to  U'"R  their  hum  n inheritance,  but,  as  Einstein  baa  said, 
"knowledge  of  truth  alone  does  not  suffice... it  must 
continually  be  renewed  if  it  is  riot  to  be  l03t.  It  resembles 
a statue  marble  which  stands  in  the  desert,  and  in 

continually  threatened  with  burial  by  shifting  sand."  let 
every  science  do  its:  , rt — medicine,  surgery,  sycholojrj , 
econorics,  ec  ■ nice,  invention — and  our  for  e rd  march 
vrili  b^  nUcksned  to  a truer  civllizn tion  with  health  •••nd 
~ ducat  Ion  «n-':  .social  compel' ence  for  everyone . 


in  p if th  ::»t. , 
• rt.v  i » 1 9 1 6 


Garden  City,  how  York 


r t*  ■ r r . nr;  H* ' 


your  c.k 
11  1h  v 
1 rav  si? 
bllr.'' , 
save  r f.  i 
a'<b-f  on 
M 9 8 T O 
Purf'a, 


etch  o 

try  da 
ou t ct  5 
though 

year? . 
tlrent 
lly  Tho 
T.  ■ 'omr- 


■ l'  c ; : cl an  Waller  hr.?  raised  •»  ° lo  return 
*r  iif«,  on  t ' • • to!  i it  is  aecuc  , bi 
e,i , For  Instance , no  r ention  1b  made  of  ner 
e tv.s  Mnlted  states,  always  Ir.  her.  a if  of  the 
tMs  bur:  beer,  her  main  activity  for  V.  1 st 
9 ’r g ? toured  every  continent,  Incxu  i*'-,'-.  l* 
Australia.  Last  sprlnj  «r  coat 

t»jgon  covered  4 ),OOG  miieu  through  Inula,  ■»  ot  j. s 
la,  the  Philippi  os,  and  Jauan. 


ten, 


In  "etcher  l-'* r-p  her  to'"  Teec»  er,  r tribute  to 

Anne  Full  Ivan  Macy  was  published,  'ce  t or  hi __I _■ — 

l.lf?  this  In  the  most  Important  book  she  ever  wrote. 

It  Ir  correct  to  say  that  she  was  the  eldest 
of  three  children  born  to  Gapt.  Keller's  eecond  wi.e.  'he 
bad  two  older  step-brothers. 


I am  Inclosing  ?.  brochure  which  is  distributed 
by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind.  It  does  nor  include 
the  honorary  decree  which  Harvard  University  conferred  uron  he 
last  June,  th~  first  it  ever  gave  to  a woman,  bur  there  may  be 
other  information  In  it  that  you  will  "inn  helpful. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Hr*.  Nella  r.  Henney) 


,»  r . K onroe  H e a th 
iaclflc  Coast  V ubllshers 
1023  Chestnut  St. 

Redwood  City 
California 


V 


111  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
March  9,  1956 


Dear  Ken, 

Of  course  I will  t ru at  you  to  select 
the  editor  for  the  Helen  seller  material, 
equally  of  course  I, should  like  a progress 
report  from  time  to  time.  I find  that  I am 
a bit  fuzzy  about  Just  what  sort  of  book  you 
lave  in  mind.  It  began,  as  you  will  remember, 
as  a plan  to  bring  together  a book  of  Helen's 
philosophy,  somewhat  after  the  pattern  of 
Nirs . indbergh's  GIFT  FROM  THE  SEA , but  from 
the  way  you  spoke  the  other  day  an^  from  your 
letter  it  seems  to  me  that  you  have  in  mind  a 
big  digest  of  everything.  Is  it  your  idea  to 
have  a book  that,  will  supersede  T'.-E  3T0FY  OF 
MY  LIVE  and  TEACHER?  I should  he  sorry  if  this 
is  true,  but  I know  there  are  grim  realities 
that  have  to  be  faced. 

Miss  Ellis  can  find  the  articles  that 
h^ve  not  b'sn  published  in  book  form  at  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  15  Rest  16  St. 
The  very  capable  librarian  there  is  Miss  Kelga 
Lende  and  Kiss  Ellis  can  mention  my  name. 

I don't  think  it  is  at  all  important 
to  have  a big  name  on  Helen's  book,  rather  the 
contrary . 

Helen's  article  for  Guld.epo-  t will  be 
ublished  in  the  June  issue.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  there  Is  a book  to  be  had  of 
the  stray  articles.  Miss  Ellis  will  be  In  a 
position  to  judge. 

E^er  yours, 


Ill  Mfth  St.,  Garden  Clt.y,  N.Y.,  USA 
March  9,  19^6 


Dear  Kr.  Schwlngnammer : 


1 r.s  Helen  Keller  has 
asked  me  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  7 eorunry 
Because  of  her  very  heavy  schedule  it  is  not 
possible  for  her  to  write  anything  shout  her- 
self at  the  present  time.  She  has  already,  in 
fact,  told  her  story  In  her  books,  "The 
3tory  of  Ky  Life,"  "Midstream, and  the 
recently  published  "Teacher."  If  you  are 
interested  in  any  of  these  you  might  get  in 
touch  with  her  publisher  Doubleday  & Co., 

575  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  22,  New  York. 

I am  sorry  that  she  i3  not.  An  a position  >o 
comply  with  your  request. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
(Mrs.  tfella  B.  Henney) 


r.  v..  chwinghammer 
Stuttgart 

N.  Calwerstras  e 16 
Germany 


311  F 1 f th  St.,  Oa ra on  City,  fcev  York 
'arch  "1 , 1956 


Fear  :•  r e . avid  son: 


"ero  in  Melon's  nu script.  I think  two 
carbons  will  bo  eno  ugh . "'rat  will  give  a copy  for  toe  A^B,  one 
for  Polly,  and  one  for  rae.  The  one  for  Polly  can  go  to  Mira 
Logos  and  can  be  forwards.!  to  bar  when  the  braille  in  cent  to 
Helen.  Th?  names  and  titles  >f  the  various  people  mentioned 
should  c ?:•  checked  with  r.  Boulter  an!  I should  like  to  proof- 
read all  the  copies  before  t> ay  are  distributed. 

e are  leaving  here  Saturday  ani  our  address 
through  nr.  30  will  be 

r . Walter  Fawn 
Bulla  Island 
hwonriaw 

South  Carolina 

vrom  a r . 30  through  April  ? we  shall  he 
at  the  Fort  Sumter  otel.  Charleston,  'ooth  Carolina . 

It  would  be  nice  If  you  could  mall  the  copies 
o'  t’nr  article  so  that  they  would  reach  me  here  in  Garden  City 
around  April  1. 


All  good  wishes. 


re.  "valyn  Favidson 
..."  erlean  foundation  For  the  Blind 
15  Test  16  it. 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Now  York 

March  23 » IS  56 


nearest  girls, 


vor  already  have  the  good  nave 
abou<  tt r Documentary  winning  the  Academy 
ward  and  very  likely  ycu  already  have  a 
^opy  of  the  lncior.ed  editorial . All  this  la 
very  wonderful  and  Keith  and  I have  been 
about -to-tust  happy.  It  still  doesn't  mean 
that  the  Him  In  going  to  be  a knock-down, 
drag-out  commercial  si’cccsn  (I  don't,  think 
It  will  ever  be  tint),  but  it.  does  emphasize 
its  \ ermanent  value  and  on  th»t  score  I have 
never  had  the  slightest  doubt.  Tt  In  most 
remarkable  ror  a picture  t o years  old  t.o  come 
out  in  front  the  way  It  did.  ■ ancy  is  th-  first 
to  admit  that  she  made  mistakes  In  the 
beginning  about  the  dlst'lbutlon  (the  main  one 
was  trusting  the  man  she  turned  it  over  to  at 
first, , but  even  the  mistakes  have  worked  for 
the  good  o^  the  picture  and  today  If  there  is 
anyone  that  I am  especially  glad  for  11  is 
*^ancy.  For  her  It  has  been  a labor  of  love 
and  she  .as  never  spared  herself.  Dick  ood 
*»a  will  profit,  by  it  in  Just  the  way  you  and 
Helen  vould  -ant  hits  to  and  I know  that  the 
film  will  go  on  and  on  and  on  carrying  its 
wonderful  message. 

The  second  clipring  which  I 
inclose  may  surprise  you,  but  I send  it  because 
of  your  affection  for  Katharine  Conant.  Dr. 

Abbott  vos  Larry's  mother's  brother — a completely 
adorable  man  from  all  I have  ever  heard--and 
very  like  the  Conants  never  to  mention  hilt 
unless  it  came  uy  naturally  in  connection 
wits  something  else.  Like  their  other  uncle 


who  left  2,000,000  to  MIT  and  f l , 000, 000 
t,o  Harvard,  l'.e  was  ou  tat.-indlng  in  his  field. 

The  paper  says  his  wife  is  a lecturer  In 
English  at  Columbia:  vT  r t she  is  actually  doing 
is  teaching  the  English  language  to  foreign 
student  a . 

Stevenson’s  defeat  In  Mnneao ta  vas  a 
shock,  although  I had  judged  from  vbat  ran 
said  tii.'f  t h -■  was  losing  popularity,  i ^on't 
like  anything  that  Is  happening  In  politics 
and  for  the  next  week  I am  going  t.o  try  no*  to 
think  about  it. 

You  and  i elen  are  on  my  mind  all  the  time, 
as  you  know,  and  my  love  is  with  you.  You  know 
that,  too . 


*11  fiJtb  Garden  City,  . ev  Yor*: 

rll  9,  1956 


'.’e-reat  Girls, 


You  muy  t:f3vo  soon  sore  of  the  inclosed 
clippings.  Van  1 yak's  took  has  been  widely  reviewed  and 
all  the  "©views  1 have  soen  are  good.  He  \»  1 1 1 make  a tidy 
eum  of  mono}'.  - atharine’ a performance  or  TV  was  a 

thundering  success.  I ?im  sor^y  I didn’t  see  It,  but  ve  did 
net  get  back  in  tins.  Everybody  v.ho  saw  j.t  w s enchanted 
by  it,  Pertha  Included.  The  little  note  about 

Monserrat  tells  more  it. an  meets  the  eye  it  first,  glance. 

It  Cleans  that  his  last  two  books  were  failures  and  that  he 
Is  blaming  his  former  publisher  Knopf  and  moving  on  to 
lor  row.  I think  be  la  a gone  goose  and  from  wh> t I knOW  of 
him  I think  he  deserves  to  he.  I am  sending  tna 
review  of  Cynthia  Bowles’  book  because  It  is  such  a 
pleasant  thing  to  rsa d in  a troubled  world.  I'he  reviewer, 
a triend  of  Elisabeth  Lawrence's,  is  a niece  of  "ir 
Senegal  ^au  (1  bops  I have  his  first  name  right). 

I am  v siting  now  for  the  copies  of  nelen's 
article  so  I can  rroof -read  them  against  the  ori  gins  I . 

rs.  Davidson  says  that  they  have  been  mailed  to  me:  a Lao 
the  rnaga sines  you  wanted  me  to  clip  for  you,  but  nothin g 
has  come  yet. 

Cur  trip  to  Bull*  3 Island  vans  perfectly 
fascinating,  but  not  without  its  .rugged  aspects.  The 
first  two  days  were  very  cold  and  wrten  it  warmed  up  the 
ticks  came  out  and  ve  got  bitten  the  hell  up.  Borne  of  the 
bites  are  at  ill  t roublosome . Put  we  were  waked  in  t ~ e 
owning  by  the  gobbling  of  wild  turkeys,  we  sow  bald 
eagles  and  glossy  ibises  and  brown  pelicans  and  snowy 
egrets  and  marbled  godvits  and  aver  so  many  other  birds. 

/ nn  carco  over  t'rom  Augusta  to  spend  the  Easier  week-end 
with  usx  at  the  Ft.  gumt.er  Hotel  in  Charleston.  The  city 
was  crowded  heciuae  the  yirrfoos  were  at  their  peak,  but 
we  kept  away  fros)  the  big  tourist  ttraction*  ) 

to  have  a • inlet  time  r"  ibivng  about  th » beautiful  old 
streets . 


he  left  here  in  a snowstorm,  came  back  to 
bare  earth,  ind  were  bit,  by  another  snowstorm  ihl  ; week- 
end . New  England  is  worried  about  it,,  if  tr«  snow  melts 
rapidly  there  will  be  ■'‘looks  and  there  la  *o  much  of  it 
in  our  particular  ares  th/t  our  rrionds  tall  'u  tunt  it  is 
unlikely  t ■ t we  shell  be  able  to  get  up  our  hill  aa 
e-  rly  as  we  generally  ^o . Mud-time  ia  .^elrsvpd  nd  it  Is 
not  until  a'tm  that  that  the  roads  dry  out. 

e ; it  in  novo  tine  worrying,  about  your 
c osslng  and  were  much  relieved  to  ioarn  tbit  you  hod 


t 


CU-^r 


Ill  S'ifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
April  12,  1956 


Den rest  Girls, 

I finally  got  Helen’s  article.  It  was 
terribly  delayed  In  the  mall — nobody’s  fault  except 
Uncle  Sam,B--but  it  Is  now  on  Its  way  back  to  Mrs. 
Davidson  to  he  sent  to  Miss  Logee,  then  to  you.  I* 
don’t  remember  if  I told  you  that  the  bulbul  Is  a 
kind  of  nightingale,  but  not  the  nightingale  of 
Gngisnd.  So  bulbul  la  the  correct  word,  just  as  Helen 
had  It.  lhare  were  .«  few  mistakes  in  names,  like 
refill  ins  tear  of  Maglll,  hut  I have  deoend.ee!  upon 
5ric  to  straighten  out  this  kind  of  thing. 

The  clippings  explain  themselves.  The 
article  about  Helen  in  Tokyo  evidently  brought  in  a 
big  response,  as  we  knew  it  would. 

I was  so  glad  to  get  the  cards  from 
adrid,  especially  the  photograph.  1 thought  you 
both  looked  a tiny  wee  bit  weary,  but  Keith  and 
Katharine  and  Bertha  all  three  said  you  both  looked 
perfectly  fine  and  very  smart. 

Yesterday  I started  The  Secret  of  the 
Hittites  on  its  way  to  yon  In  Bavaria  where  I hope 
you  will  have  time  to  read  It  at  leisure.  I knovr  you 
will  enjoy  it. 

There  seems  to  be  little  news*  except 
the  two  weddings- -Grace  and  Margaret- -and  the  alarming 
developments  in  the  Near  East..  The  third  World  War  may 
already  have  begun.  1 hope  not. 

The  best  news  1 have  in  that  my  tick 
bitea  are  calming  down  and  for  the  first  time  in  months 
I am  beginning  to  feel  refreshed  and  normal — actually 
cooked  up  enough  energy  day  before  yesterday  1 o go  out 
and  buy  two  new  hats’. 

Much,  much  love  to  you  both,  now  and 

alway  s , 


i .1  Fifth  St . , 

rll  lo,  1 'r<3 


G-rden  City,  ew  Yotk 


"eareat  oil:, 

I don't  f sex  t at  I am  roa  lng  a very  good 
f \ <,t  of  t<  tn  cli:  Lrg  the  • ••  1 r f for  vou,  "ns  trouble 

la  to  t r.e*-.  gets  slnLe  so  fast,  Kefauver  has  Just  had  a 
• • _ -ir  in  . v;  Jersey.  8t  ever  son' s chances  seem  much 
better  t ;ari  t ey  id  for  a while,  but  to  ere  is  great  un- 
ert-'inty  jjbo  >t  tfc  romlns  t ion.  lev.  . evner  of  aw  Jersey 
la  b°ing  serious!;  ccn3l  ered  In  case  of  ■ dea  'locf.. 

;-.rs.  avid  sol  has  sent  .elen's  article  to 

• y.:  i.no-oc-  ,..r>d  It  o»»j  -»  be  eor.ing  to  yon  before  l ora. 

j»i  one  ragra  h thi  t v lo  }ue  toned—**!  dldn  t talk 
t it— -ns  ely  t,  ne  shout  the  lunch  v*5  tb 
b;i3  ador  Cooper  which  ue  fell  should  be  so  vened  • • to 
la»B  hostility  to  the  Ontted  States,  I told  Mrs,  av 
t -t  I would  not  raake  a change  iere  without  consulting 
Kelen.  It.  didn't  bother  t.;e,  but  it  mirht  be  undiploir?-  tic 
to  Indicate  t ut  the  Ambassador  SBked  about  the  hostility. 

7!  i t rPBUTP,  except  for  the  statement  that  you  bed  a 
cLe.-i.sar.it  lunch  with  the  Coo;  era  coul  d simply  be  omitted 
or  i-elan  could  reword  it.  vou  can  mark  it  on  the  Fa.  and 
e i it  back  either  to  m-3  or  to  rs.  Davl- son. 

1 '-as  sorry  to  '.ear  that  you  ban  & cold 

• .*  a hope  4 t It  is.  all  pone  nov.  Keith  came  down  with  a 
ver  y painful  infection  end  ve  thought  he  was  going  * o b>. 
in  djy-docV  for  .ui.te  v?hlle,  but  our  doctor  rave  hl^  one 
of  the  antl-blotlcs  -fid  he  hopped  out  oi  ted  the  next  u y 

a pi ' b ran  t • kl«*a  u his  heals. 

« aiTall  no*  ret  away  to  New  Hampshire  until 
■ay  10  or  li,  *i  icn  is  i ster  than  usual  tu4  can't  oo  * 

r'th  ?o->n  to  One  Rl<Ve  next  week,  then  to  Ohio,  teen  be  1j. 

. i ve  to  sticL  around  to  c tea  his  breath. 

I met  h librarian  from  Grant  aec.v  . 1:  r cJ  . ?r 
night.  :>  o nays  Helen's  book  is  very  popular  there. 

• i oh,  -"ich  love  to  you  both,  and  please, 

pi*  see  t,  ko  care  o4'  yourselves. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  21,  1956 


Dearest  Girls, 


I am  terribly  sorry  to  hear  about  Andrew 
Iain  and  I know  that  Ann  will  be.  I have  written  her.  And 
what  a burden  of  love  and  care  now  falls  upon  Elizabeth. 

The  magazine  Better  Hearing  has  asked 
permission  to  reprint  the  article  from  TEACHER  in  the 
Reader's  Digest  and  I have  granted  it.  The  magazine  goes 
to  50,000  of  the  hard  of  hearing  and  this  will  gaad  give 
publicity  to  the  book.  I'll  talk  with  Ken  before  we  leave 
to  find  out  how  things  are  going. 

Van  Vyck  sent  me  a copy  of  his  book.  It  only 
arrived  this  morning — I don't  know  why  the  delay — and  I 
have  not  yet  thanked  him  for  it.  The  format  is 
remarkably  like  that  of  TEACHER,  only  not  nearly  so 
handsome,  and  I can't  help  wondering  if  this  was 
deliberate  on  Dutton's  part. 

The  inclosed  article  from  the  Nation, 

Elsa  Maxwell  Loves  Mazola  says  just  whet  we  think  about 
these  endorsements.  Helen  was  in  good  company  on  that 
Cyma  deal~-as  slick  a little  piece  of  work  as  I ever  saw 
pulled  off,  for  that  roster  of  names  was  got  by  simply 
giving  each  one  an  inexpensive  watch'. 

Margaret  Truman  is  marrying  today,  a very 
nice  man  from  all  I have  heard.  A friend  of  mine  know 
him  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  and  liked  him 
very  much.  Everything  has  been  handled  with  great  dignity 
and  restraint,  so  in  contrast  to  the  circus  at  Monaco. 

The  Trumans  seem  to  be  enthusiastic  about  Mr.  Daniel  and 
I think  the  universal  good  wishes  of  the  country  and  of 
the  world  are  with  the  young  couple. 

We’ve  had  little  sunshine  and  little 
warmth  thus  far.  Everything  is  behind  schedule.  The  Long 
Island  Lighting  Co.  applied  for  permission  to  increase  rates 
early  this  year,  but  the  cold  weather  has  made  people  use 
so  much  more  gas  and  electricity  than  usual  that  they  have 
withdrawn  the  request,  they've  hauled  in  so  much  more 
money  than  they  had  expected. 

I hope  you  are  in  pleasant  surroundings, 
with  warmth  and  flowers  and  everything. 

My  love,  forever  and  always, 


Ill  Fifth  3t . , Garden  City,  New  York 
April  21,  1956 


Dear  Dr,  Rumely: 


This  1 3 in  answer  to  your  letter 
of  April  12  to  Miss  Helen  Keller  asking  for  per- 
mission to  reprint  the  article  In  the  April  Reader's 
Digest,  condensed  from  her  book  TEACHER . I hereby 
au+horize  you  to  reprint,  this  article  in  Better 
Hearing  Magazine,  provided  of  course  that  you  give 
credit  to  Miss  Keller's  book  as  its  original  source. 

So  far  as  photographs  are  concerned 
Kiss  Keller's  permission  is  unnecessary.  The  beautiful 
one  used  on  the  back  of  the  jacket  of  her  book  is  in 
the  hands  of  her  publishers,  Bovibleday  and  Co.,  who 
can  furnish  you  with  a print  and  with  the  proper  credit 
line.  If  this  is  unsuitable  for  your  purpose,  you  might 
try  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  ©st  16  St. 
New  York  City,  where  you  will  find  a large  collection 
of  photographs  of  Miss  Keller  at  all  ages. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller) 


Dr.  Edward  A.  Rumsly 
Better  Hearing 
Suite  ?00,  210  East  43  St. 
New  York  17 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fi'th  t.,  Darden  City,  K.Y. 
April  23,  1956 


Tear  van  yck, 

any  thanks  for  the  copy  of 
KN  KEL1.FR.  It.  reached  ®e  day  before 
yesterday . 

I have  been  following  its 
course  with  grant  interest  and  have  clipped 
the  reviews  for  >len  and  Folly,  You  Oiust 
be  deeply  gratified  by  its  reception. 

incerely , 


hr.  '>-an  ' yck  Brooks 

button  4 Co.  Inc. 

300  fourth  Ave. 

New  York  City 

N.Y. 


Ill  s'ifth  St.,  Os-den  City,  Nev  York 
April  26,  1956 


Dear  Ken, 


I don't.  like  Mrs.  Hunter's  plan  for  a book 
any  more  than  you  do.  Obviously  9he  has  in  mind  a 
book  that  would  give  direct  competition  to  THE  .7 TORY 
OF  MY  LIFE  and  this  would  be  very  bad.  We  cannot,  I 
believe,  prevent,  other  people  from  writing  about 
Helen,  but  since  you  control  the  source  material  I 
think  perhaps  you  can  stop  Mrs.  Hunter  right  here.  I 
am  Inclosing  her  letter  to  me  and  my  reply  to  her 
along  with  her  letter  to  you.  And  before  you  say  it 
I'll  say  it:  next  time  one  of  these  comes  in  I'll 
get  in  touch  with  you  before  I answer  it. 

Keith  is  at  Oak  Ridge  this  week  and  may 
have  to  go  out  to  Wright  Field  next  week  and  so  we'll 
be  delayed  in  getting  off  to  New  Hampshire.  Besides 
the  snow  is  still  two  feet  deep  In  the  woods  and  our 
road  hasn't  dried  out  enough  to  let  us  get  up  the  hill 
I'll  drop  you  a line  when  our  plans  are  firm. 

The  girls  are  in  Bavaria  "resting"  at  an 
inn  owned  by  a friend  of  Katharine  Cornell's.  Place 
1 8 surrounded  by  reporters.  Portofino  Is  t e next  stop 
then  home  on  June  14. 


Affectionately  always. 


Mr.  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  ,4  Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Avo. 

New  York  22,  N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  26,  1956 


Dearest  Polly, 


I don't  know  whether  or  not  we  are  going  to  have  to 
begin  taking  kefauver  seriously , but.  I thought  you  might  like  to 
see  the  inclosed  article  from  the  Nation.  Stevenson  is  not  doing 
so  well,  but  is  by  no  means  ready  to  be  counted  out.  Averill 
Harridan's  stock  is  Improving,  but  things  move  so  fast  that  the 
picture  changes  from  day  to  day. 


Nixon  s 1952  campaign  manager  is  in  trouble  about 
alleged  fraud  in  getting  contracts  for  Army  uniforms.  There  is 
always  something  malodorous  in  the  atmosphere  around  Nixon  and 
I think  it  possible  that  he  could  do  great  harm  to  Eisenhower  if 
he  is  on  the  same  ticket.  I don't  like  Nixon's  looks  and  I don't 
like  him  and  I don't,  know  anybody  that  does. 


^ancy  called  shortly  after  Katharine  received  the 
cable  from  you.  The  cable  pleased  them  both  immensely  and  I 
hope  that  you  continued  to  enjoy  your  visit  in  Bavaria.  I shall 
try  to  see  kancy  before  we  get  off. 

Keith  is  in  Oak  Ridge  and  since  he  is  coming  back 
through  Ohio  to  see  his  mother  I don't  expect  him  back  until 
Monday.  Our  departure  for  New  Hampshire  is  still  uncertain.  The 
season  here  is  late  and  vet  and  bedraggled  and  it  is  worse  there. 


I had  a note  from  Ken  this  morning  inclosing  a 
letter  from  a woman  who  wants  to  make  a children's  book  of 
excerpts  from  THE  3T0RY  OF  MY  LIFE.  Since  this  would  be  in  direct 
competition  with  Helen  we  both  agree  that  it  is  a bad  idea,  and 
A-en  will  put  a stop  t.o  it. 


It  will  be  good  to  hear  that  you  are  settled  in 
at  Portofino.  This  is  the  place  where  I ha-  e expected  you  at 
last  to  get  a little  rest. 


Much,  much  love  to  you  both, 


Ill  Fifth  3t . , Garden  City,  New  York 
April  26,  1956 


Tear  Mr.  Maynard: 

Ho  far  as  the  plagiarism  difficulty 
Is  concerned,  I think  you  have  already  done 
exactly  the  right  thing,  namely,  you  have  explained 
the  situation  to  Dutton's.  If  there  is  Indeed 
plagiarism,  you  will  of  course  want  to  eliminate  it, 
in  fact,  must  do  so,  for  it  would  be  a serious 
charge.  I should  think  it  would  be  very  easy  to 
striighten  everything  out  and  I thin*  you  shouldn't 
worry  about  it. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Merrill  Maynard 
143  Washington  St. 

T aunton 
Mas  8 . 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City 
May  3 , 1S5  56 


Dearest  Girls, 


I thought  you  might  he  in- 
terested in  the  Inclosed  clipping  about 
Morris  Frank,  also  the  letter  in  praise 
of  Dr.  Terry's  letter.  Mr.  Pocking  is  one 
of  our  most,  distinguished  philosophers. 

Nancy  and  I were  to  have  had 
lunch  together  today,  but  her  sister  has 
broken  her  foot  ( this  happened  more  than  a 
week  ago)  and  Nancy  is  going  up  to  see  what 
is  needed  in  the  way  of  some  one  to  look 
after  her.  I don't  -mow  if  I shall  see  her  or 
not  before  we  leave.  Keith  has  been  having 
some  trouble  with  arthritis  in  the  neck  and 
the  doctor  has  been  putting  il  in  traction  to 
relieve  the  pain.  Be  will  have  a treatment 
again  next  Wednesday  and  after  that,  unless 
something  unexpected  turns  up,  we'll  be  free 
to  go  on  to  New  Hampshire. 

Spring  has  come  at  last  and 
the  yard  is  full  of  daffodils,  but  the  weather 
Is  still  bleak.  I hope  yours  is  not  and  that 
you  are  surrounded  with  the  heavenly  fragrances 
that  we  have  read  about  in  Italy  so  much  this 
time  of  year. 

My  love,  my  love, 

Lonasomely , 


Ill  ^lfth  St, , Garden  City,  hew  York 
May  3,  1956 


Dear  lien, 

It  seeis  to  ns  all  right  to  give  "lmon  and  chuster 
the  permission  they  asic  for  in  the  inclosed  letter,  but  If 
you  think  otherwise^.  In  viev  of  your  book  in  progress,  I 
would  yield  to  your  judgment.  If  you  decide  No  will  you  please 
answer  the  letter.  Otherwise  return  It  to  me  and  I'll  sign 
for  Helen. 

’■e'll  b*  here  until  towards  the  end  of  next  week. 

Ever  yours, 


>,  r . on  v.cCcrmick 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  ew  York 
May  10,  1956 


Dearest  Girls, 


I Just  checked  with  Mrs.  Davidson — she 
says  that  everything  is  fine  at  Arcan  Ridge  and  that  you 
both  look  vary  v;ell  in  the  photographs  you  sent.  Good  news 
from  two  directions. 

Aancy  and  I bad  lunch  together  at  Gloucester 
House  on  Wednesday.  She  and  Katharine  will  be  going  to  the 
Vineyard  before  long  to  open' the  house  and  stay  about  a 
week.  Then  Catharine  and  Guthrie  go  to  Ohio  to*  recel/e 
degrees  from  Kenyon  College.  This  will  be  the  first 
honorary  degree  that  Guthrie  has  ever  had*.  Katharine  was 
entirely  free  of  her  cough  while  she  was  rehearsing  tor 
the  TV  production  of  the  Barretts,  but  now  it  has  begun 
again  and  she  is  going  back  to  see  the  doctor.  Nancy  is 
afraid  that  he  will  want  tc  operate  on  the  other  side  and. 
she  dread9  It  no  end.  The  picture  is  moving  along — nothing 
spectacular,  but  it  is  making  its  way  and  of  course  many 
sensitive  people  are  deeply  impressed  by  it.  Since  receiving 
the  Oscar  -{ancy  has  been  having  a good  many  requests  to 
make  other  films,  but  she  is  not  interested. 

The  day  I was  with  her' the  weather  broke 
all  records  for  low  temperatures  on  hay  8.  vesterday 
was  lovely  end  Aajherine  Conant  and  I went  up  to  the  Zoo. 

I think  that  more  then  half  of  all  the  children  in  Nev>>  iork 
were  there  and  the  noise  In  the  houses  was  incredible. 

Ihe  urazilian  bell  bird,  for  instance,  was  going  strong  with 
its  high,  penetrating  call,  and  the  children  went  right 
back  at  him:  our  ears  hurt  when  we  came  out.  We  saw  the 
martinis,  of  course,  and  we  enjoyed  the  trip,  but  we  were 
really  worn  out  as  we  turned  towards  home. 

Today  is  again  bleak  and  cold,  hut  wo  hrve 
promised  ourselves  to  start  for  Gnowville  on  Juesdty,  ay  15. 
It  will  probably  be  col'-'’,  but  wi'h  the  furnace  in  the  casement 
and  fire  in  the  fireplaces  I am  sure  v.&  can  stay  comfortable. 

At  this  point  I interrupted  myself  -o 

telephone  Ken.  He  didn't  have  current  figures  before  him, .but 
be  said  that  ! EACH5F  wan  sJ  ill  doing  very  well.  I told  him 
that  I never  wanted  it  to  go  out  of  print  without  you  having 
plenty  of  warning  ahead  of  time  and  he  said  he  expected  it.  to 
be  many  years  before  he  even  thought  of  considering  its 
going  out  of  print.  (This  is  wonderful,  especially  in  view 
of  whet  ho  told  us  that* day  about  the  average  life  story 
of  these  celebrities  being  about  three  months.)  The 
LADITS  PCI*:  ’ JOURNAL  had  written  ' ei.en,  or  rather  Glraon  and 
Schuster  for  the  LAPIKS  FQI’R  JOURNAL,  to  ask  permission  to 
reprint  her  article  about  the  world  through  three  senses. 

It  seemed  to  me  an  excellent  idea  to  give  the  permission 


•1, 


\ 

and  Ken  agreed.  They  will  pay  only  ?75,  but.  the  article 
will  go  Into  a big  LAdltSS  BOMS  JOURK.iL  ANTH01a>GY  similar 
to  the  SATURDAY  EVENING  rOST  ANTHOLOGY  that  they  brought 
out  a few  years  ago  and  t,L  be  ole  will  have  vide  Distribution. 
2hey  are  selecting  the  best,  articles  and  stories  over  a 
long  period  of  years  and  It  is  a compliment  to  helen  to 
he  included, 

an  is  going  to  London  on  business  In  July*  then 
he  and  his  wife  will  ~ent  a car  and  tour  Scotland,  They 
both  have  Scottish  nnceotry  and  are  very  excited  pbout  the 
trip.  Y will  be'  In  touch  with  him  before  he  av«  - , 

I know  you  can  te  1 him  the  things  he  mustn'  t nils? . . y the 
time  'you  return  ha  .Viooi  3 have  a re  ort  for  you  on  the 
book  jnade  up  from  helen' s writings. 

If  we  are  delayed  in  getting  to  "*w  ' ruepshire 
it  will  be  because  o"  the  road,  elth  telephoned  a 

friend  of  ours  a little  while  ago  an-’  found  that  there 
Is  still  snow  In  the  woods — two  feet  deep  in  piaces--and 
that  the  road  wan  so  and  fly  yesterday  that  Vie  couldn't  get 
up  the  hill  to  open  tho  house! 

1 think  of  you  two  basking  in  the  sunshine  and  I 
hope  I am  right. 


tver  and  ever  so  much  love,  as  always. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
May  20,  1956 


Dearest  Girls, 


The  road  finally  dried  out  enough  to  let  us 
drive  up  the  hill  and  here  we  are,  wr rm  and  cosy,  with  the 
furnace  going  in  the  basement  and  a big  fire  in  the  living 
room.  Spring  is  late  here  as  everywhere  else  and  not  many 
of  the  migratory  birds  have  come,  but  the  yard  was  full  of 
moose  tracks  when  we  arrived. 

We  s: ayed  over  in  Garden  City  one  day  because 
a very  lovely  thing  happened.  Bertha  was  awarded  a distinguished 
Service  Cross  by  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Long  Island.  That 
means  that  she  was  one  of  about  eight  selected  for  the  award, 
the  others  being  prominent  vestrymen  and  the  like.  The  diocese 
covrers  all  Long  Island,  beginning  with  Brooklyn  and  continuing 
out  to  Monl  auk  Point,  so  it  was  really  something.  I felt  like 
the  mother  of  the  class  valedictorian  as  I helped  her  get  dressed. 
She  looked  very  handsome  and  of  course  conducted  herself  with 
groat  dignity.  It  was  one  of  those  time  when  simple  goodness  had 
public  acknowledgement  and  Keith  and  I and  Katharine,  who  went 
to  the  service  with  me,  were  vepy  proud  of  her. 

The  inclosed  review  of  Elizabeth  Flynn's  book  is 
the  only  one  I have  seen,  henry  Wallace  has  a long  article  in 
Life  Magazine  declaring  himself  in  favor  of  Eisenhower  and  coring 
out  with  some  very  good  words  for  General  MacArthur.  This  may  not 
astonish  you  as  much  as  it  die  me.  The  article  is  long,  rambling, 
and  dull,  otherwise  I would  clip  it  for  you. 

This  is  of  course  a terribly  busy  time  getting 
both  houses  ready,  but  fortunately  we  don't  have  to  hurry  with  it. 
No  guests  are  due  and  Keith  and  I expect  to  be  alone  for  the 
next  three  weeks  or  so.  Bertha  will  not  come  until  around  the 
first  of  July  and  Ann  may  be  late  because  she  is  at  last  trying  to 
sell  the  home  place  in  Dublin.  3he  uses  it  so  little  -nd  it 
requires  so  much  upkeep  (like  all  houses)  that  it  is  the  only 
sensible  thing  to  do. 

Less  than  a month  now  before  you'll  be  heading 
for  home.  I long  for  the  day  when  I can  hear  your  voice  again. 

Much  love  from  us  both,  especially  from  me, 


Dearest  Girls, 


I hope  spring  has  not  been  as  reluctant  with 
yo'i  as  with  us.  A lovely  warm  day  came  along  last 
ri  iesJay  an  1 we  set  out  heliotrope  and  marigold  plants. 

That  night  we  had  a hard  frost  and  I am  afraid  they  are 
all  dead.  Today  e have  a heavy  rain,  the  one  consolation 
being  that  we  need  It. 

There  seems  to  be  a terrible  sameness  about 
the  news  from  week  to  week.  You  will  see  by  the  clippings 
that  some  of  your  friends  are  In  the  United  States,  ht 
attractive  people  the  Indonesians  seem  to  be. 

I have  the  second  volume  of  Dr.  viener’s 
autobiography.  Some  of  It  (as  when  he  goes  off  Into 
mathematical  discussions)  is  not  easy  reading,  but  you 
will  be  Interested  In  It.  I’ll  send  It  to  Arcan  Ridge 
after  you  get  back.  Also  I have  a copy  of  the  very 
controversial  play  "halting  for  Godot."  I like  It  very 
<uch.  Katharine  Conant  did  not  like  It  at  all.  I am  sorry 
we  didn’t  see  It  and  I am  sure  that  If  you  had  been  h^re 
ve  would  have.  e need  you  around  to  prop  up  our 
Initiative. 


e have  you  and  helen  here  with  us--we  see 
you  all  the  time  as  we  walk  around  the  familiar  paths, 
but  It.  would  be  better  to  be  where  we  could  actually  see 
and  touch  you . 


Much,  much  love  and  longing  from  un  both, 


June  23,  1956 


fear  Miss  Owen: 

Miss  Helen  Keller  was  In  Italy  when 
your  letter  arrived  at,  tho  American  Foundation  for 
the^ Blind  inviting  her  to  be  your  guest  editor.  The 
letter  was  held  for  her  return  and  now  she  has  sent 
It  to  me  for  reply.  It  is  now  of  course  too  late  for 
your  deadline  and  in  any  event  Miss  Keller  is  at  the 
moment  so  overwhelmed  with  correspondence  that  It 
will  be  some  time  before  she  can  turn  her  attention  to 
anything  else.  There  is  no  .subject  in  which  she  is 
more  interested  than  in  education  and  she  wishes  me  to 
express  her  regrets  that  she  cannot  write  the 
editorial  you  would  like  to  have  from  her. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs. ) Nella  Braddy  Henney 

Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Miss  Mary  E.  Owen,  Editor 
Tfl*  INSTRUCTOR 
Pansviile 
New  York 


J line  23,  1956 


Nearest  Folly, 


I shall  ta}.k  with  you  before  you  get  this. 

I tried  yesterday  morning  and  was  sorry  to  learn  that 
you  and  Helen  were  in  New  York.  It  was  hot  here--I  hope 
it  wasn't,  with  you. 

1.  The  Culderont  s . I think  the  releases 
on  the  article  should  be  signed  and  I will  take  care  of 
them  and  return  them.  Also  I think  Helen  should  send  their, 
the  autographed  photograph,  perhaps  with  a quotation  from 
the  article.  I think  the  reception  of  the  article  has  been 
splendid  and  the  more  distribution  it  gets  the  better  for 
everybody.  I very  much  liked  the  title  they  gave  it. 

Instead  of  having  the  article  mimeographed 
it  would  be  better  if  you  could  get  copies  from  GUIDEPOSTS. 
Very  often  a magazine  will  run  off  extra  copies  from  the 
original  plates.  Qhe  AFB  could  take  care  of  this.  Any 
article  is  much  more  impressive  in  print  than  in  manuscript 
or  mimeograph — no  matter  how  rood  the  article  is. 

2.  Ysobel  Boynton.  I take  it  from  the 
notation  that  a let^  er  of  acknowledgement  has  been  sent 
to  her.  Let  it  drop  there.  She  is  in  correspondence  with 
Van  k'yck;  he  can  carry  the  ball.  Helen  certainly  doesn't 
want  to  get  mixed  up  in  this  reincarnation  craze.  Brldey 
Murphey  has  Just  been  proved  a fake,  though  the  woman 
herself  may  not  have  realized  it. 

3.  L.  Trie  Wethy . If  Mrs.  "avidson  has 
sent  an  acknowledgement,  don't  do  anything  else.  The 
Gwedenborglans  are  long-winded  and  this  could  go  on 
forever.  Nothing  Important  is  involved  and  I don't  think  it. 
worth  calling  to  Helen's  attention. 

4.  Mary  E.  Owen.  Helen  ha3  no  article 
suitable  for  ' H : INSTRUCTOR.  It,  lr  too  late  anyway  and  I 
will  write  the  woman  a note. 

5.  Hideyuki  Iwahashi  and  Amerika-Haus 
Kunchen.  These  are  wonderful  and  I am  returning  them  for 
your  files. 

I hate  to  think  of  all  that  mail  end  of  how 
it  will  Increase  after  the  birthday.  I wish  I could  be 
of  more  help  to  you.  Hon' t pu -h  yourself  in  trying  to 
take  care  of  it.  I hope  you  can  get  the  air-c^rdlt loner 
installed  30on--lt  will  make  life  much  more  bearable 
during  the  hot  weather  and  I think  you  should  have  it  In 
your  bedroom.  And  I hope,  hope,  hope  you  will  soon  get  a 
couple.  Help  is  so  hard  to  get  these  days  everywhere  and 


so  likely  to  be  worthless  when  you  get  it,  but  maybe 
luck  will  come  your  way.  It  is  high  time. 

Keith's  chief  assistant  will  spend  this  coming 
week-end  with  us  and  this  will  probably  mean  that  it 
will  be  soma  weeks  before  he  has  to  go  to  New  York. 

Ann  will  leave  for  California  within  the  next  ten  days 
or  30  and  we  don't  expect  her  on  ^oss  until  somo  time 
in  August. 

Everything  is  beautiful  here,  but  we  have  to 
water  the  flowers  constantly  and  our  vegetable  garden 
is  going  to  be  a flop.  We've  never  had  trouble  with 
tomatoes  before,  bul  this  year  a small  deer  (we  saw 
its  tracks)  dug  theth  up  to  get  at  the  salt,  in  the 
fertilizer.  And  besides  this  the  weather  baa  been  bad 
for  growing  things. 

We  spent,  an  hour  or  so  late  yesterday  afternoon 
watching  and  listening  to  a bobolink  in  a field  by  the 
lake.  Nice  bird,  e-eith  had  never  seen  one  before  and  h 
couldn't  have  had  a better  introduction  to  it. 

Cur  neiir  porch  is  going  up  fast — it  Is  off  the 
Annex,  will  be  screened , "and  we  expect  great  pleasure 
from  it. 

Much,  much  love,  now  and  always, 


Snowville,  \Taw  Hampshire 
July  17,  1956 


Dear  r.  Seldos: 


The  terms  of  the  contract  for  the  Helen 
Xaller  book  are  all  right,  but  I am  sure  that  Ken  under- 
stands that  the  actual  contract  is  not  to  be  signed  until 
"lss  Keller  and  I have  approved  Miss  hills 's  lan  for  the 
book.  Since  I do  not  expect  to  bo  in  Garden  City  again 
until  early  in  November  she  might  send  me  a synopsis  of 
what  she  has  in  mind.  Then  I will  go  oer  it  and  have  it 
Rrailled  for  Miss  Keller. 

Your  letter  happened  to  catch  me  while 
I was  back  here,  that  is,  in  Garden  City,  but  my  address 
for  the  rest  of  the  summer  will  be  Snowville. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


ella  raddy  Heaney 


r.  Timothy  Seldas 
Doubloday  5c  Co. 

?75  Madison  Ave. 
Now  York  22,  N.Y. 


July  23,  1956 


Dear  Florence,  <—  A 

1 wish  I had  words  to  express  the  delight 
that  was  mine  a few  days  ago  when  I opened  the  big  box 
from  Helen  and  i oily  and  found  your  beautiful  painting. 
Nothing  that  I can  think  of  could  have  surprised  or 
pleased  me  more.  I would  love  it  for  Its  own  sake,  even 
if  Jane  Doe  had  been  the  artist,  but  since  it  is  yours 
when  I look  t it  I see  not  only  the  bowl,  the  fruit, 
the  table  and  the  chair,  I see  you  and  Jo  and  Helen  and 
lolly , the  precious  memories  come  crowding  in  and  the 
picture  reveals  depths  and  depths  and  depths.  Very  likely 
this  is  t’r  wrong  way  to  look  at  a work  of  art,  but  it  is 
the  way  I have  to  look  at  this  one. 

Last  week  when  Keith  and  I were  in  Garden 
CiLy  tor  • few  days  1 had  a good  visit  with  our  girls 
and  on  1:  e whole  felt  very  happy  about  them.  Polly,  I 
brought,  looked  extraordinarily  well.  Nolen  was  troubled 
with  an  itchy  eye,  an  allergy  Dr.  Kerens  said,  probably 
pollen,  od  gave  her  a salve  which  has  taken  core  of  it. 
The  day  was  hot  and  humid,  but  they  both  looked  fresh  as 
daisies — they  must  have  some  secret  for  that. 

hey  t ell  me  you  will  be  In  the  States 
this  autumn.  Good  news  and  I hope  I shell  not.  miss  you 
this  time.  r ill  then,  dear  Florence,  and  ever  afterward, 
my  love  and  my  thank' s--K eith' s too. 

Fver  and  ever  yours. 


AUgURt  13 f 1956 


earest  Polly, 


'nder  separate  cover  I am  returning  the 
photographs,  any  of  than  are  very  nice,  hut  ihe  one 
of  Helen  In  the  garden  la  outstanding — a beautiful 
picture. 


Also  under  another  separate  cover  I 
am  sending  the  National  Geographic  with  the  story  of 
the  Alexander  Graham  Bell  Museum. 

In  this  envelope  you  will  find  13s, 
dinger's  poem.  It  Is  not  bad.  In  fact  In  many  ways  it 
is  quite  good,  but  I don't  think  any  publisher  would 
seriously  consider  bringing  It,  out.  But  even  If  It  were 
extraordinarily  fine  I don't  see  how  Helen  could  send 
out  a letter  of  endorsement  or  a letter  that  could  be 
taken  as  an  endorsement,  since  she  snd  Teacher  are 
the  subject.  I think  you  could  drop  her  a note. 

The  letter  from  TH  d INSTRUCTOR  explains 
itself.  As  I said  over  the  telephone  this  Is  a large 
audience,  a good  audience,  and  I am  sure  toould  be  an 
appreciative  audience  and  if  Helen  felt  like  writing 
5G0  words  (about  two  typewritten  pages)  I think  it 
would  be  a splendid  thing — but  only  if  she  feels  like 
it.  I don't  particularly  care  for  the  subject  that 
las  Owen  gave--I  don't  know  Just  what  she  means  by  it. 
^ He  magazine  is  for  teachers  o'  children  under  twelve 
years  old  or  thereabouts  and  I am  sure  that  Helen  as 
had  many  thoughts  about  their  responsibilities  and 
duties  and  especially  t.helr  high  privileges  which  they 
are  somel imes  In  danger  of  forgetting.  Let  her  mull 
over  it  and  see  how  sae  comes  out. 

Us  Democrat  a didn't  'o  much  at  the 
first  session,  but  then  we  didn't  expect  to.  I hope 
we'll  all  b:-  happy  when  th  con  a lion  is  over.  What 
wires  are  being  pulled  now! 

Love  to  you  and  .elen  from  the  entire 


household, 


August  23,  1956 


"earest  Polly, 


I want  you  and  Helen  to  study  this 
without  any  comment  from  me  beforehand,  I want  all 
our  reactions  to  be  perfectly  fresh,  I started  to 
send  it  direct  to  Miss  Loges,  then  decided  to  setad 
it  first  to  you  so  you  can  be  mulling  over  it. 

That  long  screed  from  the  poor  mad 
woman  I think  can  be  simply  thrown  away.  There  is 
no  use  writing  to  her. 

Thank  heavens,  the  conventions  are 
over.  I think  the  one  in  the  Cow  Palace  an 
absolute  masterpiece  of  boredom.  And  what  a lonument 
to  conceit  the  little  wedding  cake  Dewey  is'. 

I’ll  be  in  touch  with  you  before  you 
get  this,  'eantlme  my  love  is  with  you  both, 


2!  V 


August  2 3,  195 6 


Dear  Mr.  Selves: 


This  Is  to  acknowledge  your 
letter  of  August  21  with  Its  lnclosure  by 
las  Ellis.  I am  sending  It  today  to  be  Brallled 
for  Miss  Keller.  You  will  hear  from  me  again 
after  she  has  had  time  to  study  the  material. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Nella  B.  Kenney 


Mr.  Timothy  Seldes 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 
D75  Madison  Ave. 
ew  Yo rk  22,  N.Y. 


Nearest,  “oily, 


I am  inclosing  a copy  of  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Seldes.  The  sample  of  Kiss  Ellis's  work  is  not 
enough  to  show  whether  or  not  she  can  organize  a book. 

Any  competent  editor  can  cut  a manuscript,  which  Is  ail 
she  has  done  hero.  I am  very  disappointed  because  one 
of  my  great  hopes  was  that  we  could  find  some  one  to  whom 
any  of  Helen's  manuscripts  could  be  turned  over  for 
editing.  Thus  far  it.  does  not  seem  that  we  are  on  the 
right,  track,  but  it  may  be  that  Ken  in  the  flurry  of 
getting  away  never  did  give  her  any  specific  instructions. 
We'll  wait  and  see  what  happens. 

I think  it  may  be  a fine  thing  for  the 
country  that  the  people  were  so  almighty  bored  with  the 
conventions.  They  didn't  even  give  us  good  vaudeville 
and  I believe  the  politicians  have  learned  that  there 
is  some  virtue  in  keeping  their  mouths  shut.  Anyway  I for 
one  am  Just  about  done  with  listening  to  them. 

Ve  are  hoping  for  rain  today.  Long,  long 
time  since  we  have  had  a good  one. 


Much  love  to  you  both. 


August  ?9,  19  6 


ear  r.  aides: 


I think  Kiss  Ellis  has  done  a pood  Job 
of  cutting  -Town  the  beginning  of  'Ji'T7  STORY  OF  t Y LD  L, 
but  tne  book  that  you  and  she  are  planning  Is  not  at 
all  the  book  that  en  talked  with  us  about,  nor  Is  It 
one  to  which  las  heller  would  give  her  consent. 

ror  one  thing,  this  is  very  stale,  he 
audience  for  any  new  book  by  Rise  Keller  would 
necessarily  be  largely  composed  of  the  audience  she 
alre*  dy  has.  This  audience  is  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  ground  covered  here  and  I think,  would  be  little 
Inclined  to  go  on  reading,  although  to  be  sure,  less 
fac.il lar  material  would  enter  into  It  later  on.  "he 
time  may  coma  when  a book  of  this  8ort  would  be  desirable, 
but  not,  I believe,  for  many  years. 

Vbat  Ken  spoke  of  an*  whet  we  all 
agreed  to  with  some  enthusiasm  was  an  Inspirational 
book  of  lss  teller’s  mature  philosophy  with  an 
ap  eal  ratter  sit  liar  to  that  of  i-.rs,  Lindbergh's 
GIFT  FROM  "H  ' SEA  or  Forman  Vincent  Feele’s  ?0«FF 
OF  OSITIVR  " IN  ING.  Rone  of  the  material  was  to  be 
gathered  from  las  Feller's  books,  but  the  greater 
part  of  it  was  to  come  from  the  fugitive  articles 
which  have  aj  eared  In  magazines  over  the  years  and 
have  not  been  reprinted. 

"base  articles,  an~  Indeed  all  las 
. eller's  writings,  are  on  file  In  the  library  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  Vest  16  t.  Is 
h alga  Lende  Is  In  charge.  It  might  be  a good  plan  to 
lava  Mss  Ellis  make  a nwrvey  of  the  material,  "hen 
we  can  get  together  after  my  return  to  New  York  early 
In  ’ oveaiber  end  Bee  1'  h ere  cun  be  a meeting  of  ;ln  ’a. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


'ell a : . Penney 


r.  im.othy  eldes 
roubleday  * Co. 

C7C  aiaon  Ave. 
New  York  22,  N.Y. 


F opt  ember  1,  19f6 


Fear  Mr.  Outterman: 


Your  letter  of  August  22  to  ios 
Helen  teller  asking  for  a mesea re  from  her  for  the 
November  Issue  of  ’•  I ’ OM  has  Jurt  been  brought  to 
my  attention.  Hilsa  eller  re-- rets  very  much  that  the 
pressure  of  her  other  duties  and  comr.ltn arts  makes 
it  impossible  for  her  to  write  such  a message  at  t:  is 
time. 


It  occurred  to  me  that  you  "lght 
find  something  that  would  answer  your  purpose  in  a 
little  book  of  1 ers  called  ”1  el  *Js  Have  Faith"  which 
was  published  by  Toubleday,  Horan  Co.  (now  ou  bled  ay 
4 Co.)  In  19^0.  Specifically  you  might  take  n look  -it 
the  chapters,  Faith  Arms  the  3oul,  Faith.  Can  be  Aciuired, 
vaith  Regenerates.  The  book  has  been  out  of  print  for 
a number  of  years,  but.  you  shoul  ‘ be  able  to  find  It  at. 
a public  llbrry.  ermlssion  to  reprint  would  of  courne 
have  to  be  obtained  from  Houbleday  !■  Co. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Holle  Prrdy  Henney 
Attorney  or  Helen  eller 


Hr,  I eon  C-u Herman 
Editor  an  * < u bl Is  e r 
visroM 

3300  • llshire  oulevnrd 
evenly  Ills 
California 


Sept ember  ?,  1956 


Dearest  .’oily  , 


I thought  Helen's  foreword  for  "The^ 

Voice  of  the  Silence’-  very  lovely  and  touching  and 
so  did  Keith.  I am  glad  she  included  some  sound 
practical  advice  about  beginning  the  education  of 
the  deaf  child;  this  gives  it  an  added  value.  I 
brought  one  paragraph  forward  for  emphasis,  other- 
wise did  very  little.  THAT  DAMNED  TYPEWRITER . I thought 
it  had  gone  long  ago  to  the  garbage  can  where  it 
belongs . 


The  Foundation  can  take  care  of  the 
photograph  that  the  World  Federation  for  the  Deaf 
wants  and  I have  assumed  that  the  Foundation  has 
p-iven  aid  to  WISDOM  in  the  matter  of  photographs 
and  captions.  I am  inclosing  the  WISDOM  correspondence 
and  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Gutterman. 

Do  you  have  extra  copies  of  LET  JS 
; AVE  FAITH?  If  so,  I'd  like  to  keep  this  one  here 
for  reference.  Otherwise,  it  had  better  go  b<  ck  to 
you . 

I found  the  pamphlet  about  the 
Democratic  Convention  very  arcusing.  Very  good  too. 

And  alas,  there  is  not  much  to  be  amused  about 
these  daye. 


We  have  had  a wonderful  r-'in  and  now 
we’d  like  a glimpse  of  the  sun.  We  are  in  the 
clouds  at  the  moment. 


Lots  of  love  to  you  both, 


f-o  reword 


It  is  a thrilling  adventure  for  me  to  witness  the  courage 
of  the  ■orld  Federation  of  the  Deaf  in  launching  their  first 
u.agazlne , he  \ oice  of  the  Silence."  Clearer  understanding 
is  needed  on  many  subjects.  There  are  plenty  of  brains  and 

of  jso  ~ ill  on  earth,  live  roust  unite  them  constructively. 
• ° must  put  thought  and  knowledge  into  our  ef torts  to  help 
people.  3o  much  money  and  time  are  wasted  because  we  do  not 
get  to  the  root  of  our  difficulties.  "The  Voice  of  the  Silence" 
gives  a wonderful  opportunity  for  presenting  to  the  hearing  the 
problems,  capabilities  and  aspirations  of  the  deaf.  Only  by 
keeping  the  deaf  before  the  public  can  the  interest  and  en- 
lightened sympathy  be  won  that  will  look  behind  the  closed 
doors  of  sense  and  see  the  eager  human  beings  waiting  to  be  set 
free  and  affor  them  the  m:ans  of  arranging  their  lives  in 
accordance  with  the  conditions  of  the  silent  world  they  rou3t 
face. 

Truly  I am  proud  that  the  World  Federation  the  Deaf 
should  look  upon  me  as  an  example  of  what  can  be  done  to  open 
dumb  lips  and  liberate  mute  voices.  Intelligent  instruction  and 
the  devotion  of  others  wrought  this  blessing  for  me.  How  much 
more  does  It  moan  to  me  that  thousands  upon  thousands  of  my 
deaf  fellows  have  been  taught,  and  elevated  to  the  lot  of  useful 
human  beings!  armly  I welcome  "rhe  Voice  of  the  Tllence"  which 
will  lea  many  more  people  without  hearing  from  Isolation  and 
unhappiness  to  friendship,  companionship  and  employment  in 
service  to  society'. 

As  the  orld  Federation  of  the  leaf  well  knows,  parents 
often  retard  the  development  of  their  deaf  children  because 


2 


they  do  not  realize  the  necessity  for  an  early  start.  When 
the  doctor  tells  them  that  the  organ  of  hearing  is  permanently 
impaired,  they  should  place  the  child  under  a skilful 
teacher,  even  though  there  still  may  he  hope  of  improvement. 
Nothing  can  he  lost  hy  beginning  his  education  at  once.  If 
lifelong  deafness  is  to  be  his  fate,  he  will  rave  had  the 
advant ?ge  of  a prompt  beginning.  The  psychological  perio'  of 
acquiring  language  and  speech  will  not  have  been  lost,  the 
difficulty  of  teaching  him  will  be  lessened  and  tbe  results 
will  be  far  .ore  satisfactory. 

And  there  are  other  problems  of  the  deaf  which  are 
difficult.,  bu*  not  impossible,  to  solve.  All  those  who  see, 
who  hear,  v o understand  must  help  the  deaf,  muBt  4 e them 
the  bread  of  knowledge,  must  teach  them  what  their  human 
inheritance  is.  I know  that  "The  Voice  of  the  '’Hence"  will 
fight  for  every  deaf  child's  right  to  education  and  a fair 
opportunity  for  every  deaf  man  and  woman  to  make  the  best  of 
themselves.  "h«n  Indeed  shall  we  trend  the  broken  ly”e  of 

an  '-pee ch  and  lessen  the  leafnsss  and  blindness  of  the  world. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
Sepi  . 11,  1956 


Pear  Mrs.  Seide , 

Thyra  Bold  sen  and  her  Global  Congress 
vlll  sltr.p'ly  have  to  take  No  for  an  answer  and  since  you 
have  already  written  them  to  this  effect  I think  the 
best  thing  to  do  is  to  ignore  them  from  here  on  out.  I 
have  tried  to  look  up  The  Women' - Global  Congress  without 
success.  It  sounds  like  one  of  those  odd  associations 
that  are  so  common  in  California. 

”p  here  we  have  had  a lovely  cool 
summer,  ^he  only  hot  week  I had  was  the  one  I spent  in 
New  York  in  July  I But  the  last  few  days  have  been 
quite  snanpy,  there  has  bean  frost  in  the  lowlands,  and 
we  have  our  furnace  going.  We  expect  to  stay  to  vote,  but 
if  it,  gets  too  cold  we'll  do  it  by  absentee  ballot.  Our 
primary  comes  today  and  I'll  cast  my  vote  in  that  when  I 
go  down  the  hill  to  mail  this. 

Ml  good  wishes  to  you  and  r.  L'eide , 


K r s . F hr  e 1.  y n S e i d e 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  Vest  16  St. 

New  York  11 
New  York 


nowv  1 lie,  ew  ; arapsHre 
17,  1,56 


' e-  rest  oily, 


1 don't  <now  that  it  Is  necessary  '’or  elen  to 
write  a letter  'o  i ?d  ihel^on'a  3i3ter  and  brother,  though  of 
course  a note  of  acknowledgement  ought  i o be  sent.  ! pi  . -1  .-.on 

co old  write  w;.at  you  dictate.  heien  never  nad  anything  to  lo 
with  -’leldon  nn’  t a only  reference  to  her  in  th  book;  is  a 

o£  . -blind  ' 

people  in  t s world.  The  cook  rs  not  parti  r j wel  ritten 

and  I think  is  not  worth  putting  Into  raille  for  elen,  though 
the  heroic  story  is  one  that  would  appeal  to  her. 

Sheldon  was  born  in  Chicago  in  ldo6  into  a family  of 
wealth  and  culture,  he  was  brilliant  and  gifted,  e took  a magna 
cum  laude  degree  at  i arvard  in  three  years  instead  of  the  usual 
four.  He  beca  te  fi  ou  at  tl  i age  o twenty -two  ».!  on  his  first 
play,  "Salvation  Hell,’*  wan  produced  with  fere#  Flake  in  the 
title  role.  Ot^er  plays  followed,  including  "he  Agger"  and 
"Romance . " e was  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  glittering  and 
it  sought;  after  young  men  in  New  York.  That  was  hl9  first 
life. 


e was  twenty-nine  years  old  when  he  noticed  a 
stiffness  in  hie  knees « He  had  been  stricken  with  vicious  type 
of  arthritis,  p> ogressl-  o and  very  painful,  an1  incur- hie.  ithln 
a couple  of  years  he  was  intermittently  bed-ridden  fluid  pretty  soon 
was  completely  so.  Rvery  joint  in  his  body  became  affected  and 
before  a great  v,r  lie  he  couldn’t  move  at  ”11.  e even  h to  be 
fed.  r.e  cs  :e  buck  to  ew  York  to  ho  ne°r  his  frlen’s  and  his 
bedroom  be  ices  for  brilli-  nt  and  interest  ng  people*  e 

kept  v’or'lng  and  in  1925  "Lulu  3elle,"  a play  which  he  wrote 

wi  ■ pres  nted.  i e re  later*  because 
of  the  arthritis,  he  became  totally  blind  ar,  1 before  he  died 
twenty -one  years  later  e woe  becoming  deaf  (hence  the  Quotation 
from  Felon)  and  losing  bis  voice — able  to  sre>c  only  In  a 
whisper.  And  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  he  set rered  agoniilng 
pain. 


rortunat.ely  he  had  mon^y  and  was  able  to  have  the 
best  possible  i;  edlcal  attention  and  personal  service,  but  this 
did  not  > alt  the  disease  or  stop  the  pain*  Yet  as  Long  he 
lived  e regained  gay  and  11  ely  an  ’ creatively  helpful  to  many 
people,  not  only  In  advice  to  his  friends  of  t e theater  about 
their  profession,  but  1 o all  rorts  of  p eo r 1 e v’ o were  in  reed  of 
comfort.  he  ha"’  the  ability  t.h«  t helen  hes  of  making  people 
as  axed  of  the  elves  for  not  1 elr.g  better  than  they  ere  or  oing 
more  than  they  do.  he  was  a cl  Bflflte  I ifelong  friend  of 

Van  Wyck*e*  re  was  devoted  to  ‘ oollcott  oollcott 

He  encouraged  “uth  Gordon  to  write  in  addition  to  her  acting. 
Katharine  Corn'll  was  very  close  to  hi#  *n  1 like  mny^other  n 
and  a<  ‘ sees,  used  to  rend  or  | Lays  to  hi  . "Antigone 
was  the  last  DM  . *utl  Draper*  Billie  Purke,  ! elen  'ayes  and 


nowvllle,  ’ ew  Hampshire 
lentember  22,  1956 


Dearest  'oily, 


I ciid  not  know  about  the  vheeloek  letter 
vren  I ma  e the  summary  cf  the  Sheldon  book,  otherwise 
I would  have  done  it  somewhat  differently.  Vheeloek,  as 
elen  both  probably  know,  is  a poet  who  was  at 
with  Sheldon  and  Van  V.yck,  quite  a good  poet,  but 
o t ip  very  great.  I think  it  eight  be  a . ood  ; lan 
to  run  through  the  references  to  him  In  the  Index 
theenl  a verse  o?  his  Is  quoted  which  towards 
.-.he toon  always  asked  for.  It  has  a melancholy 


you  an  1 
ih  rvard 
not  one 
for  you 
Towa r d 3 
the  en 


. and  expresses  the  way  Sheldon  felt  about  the 
actress  Doris  Keane  whom  he  always  loved.  Something 
happened  to  their  engagement  when  they  were  young  and  sh® 
died  before  he  did,  but  in  a way  she  was  always  the  center 
'iF'  I''?,  argaret  • abater’s  review  which  I sent  you 
expresses  just  what  I feel  about  the  book  as  a whole. 


’ 2 expected  frost  last  night  and  Keith  and 
I lit  e rally  < 00k  the  coats  off  each  other’s  buck  to  cover 
the  flowers  that  we  thought,  would  suffer  most.  Ibis  morning 
everything  Is  all  right  end  the  weather  reports  see...  to 
indicate  that  w’e  are  in  for  a wTeek  or  two  of  no  vrerry  about 
anything  freezing. 


rhu  color  is  coming  on  quite  slowly,  but 
everything  has  been  slow  throughout  the  season,  Including  me. 


Lots  of  love  to  you  both, 


Charles  M.acArthur,  sn^  Thornton  '/ilder  and  John  Earrymore  were 
oth^r  Intimate  friends. 

He  was  not  a religious  man  in  the  ordinary  sense,  but  he 
had  a etron  hlloaophy,  built  up  partly  rrom  the  Eible,  the 
Koran , and  the  Upanlahada.  The  mystic  Frishnamurt 1 was  a great 
help  to  him  an^*  he  found  comfort  in  the  Gospels,  especially 
at.  John’s.  ’ • b a and  valli  it  ul  and  people  loved 

him.  Much  of  the  hook  is  made  up  of  their  tributes  to  him  and 
since  they  all  said  pretty  much  ‘he  same  thing  the  book  runs  to 
sameness.’  I am  returning  it  to  you  by  the  same  mall  that  takes 
this. 


Rainy  an"  foggy  yesterday,  rainy  and  foggy  today.  Lonesome 
too  with  Aeith  gone. 


Much,  much  love  to  you  both. 


nowvlila , ew  ruopsh  ire 
apt.  ?3,  1956 


Dertr  en. 


It  is  nice  that  you  are  back  borne,  and  with  such 
wonderful  memories  too.  I know  that  oily  is  pleased  at 
the  Mgh  regard  you  have  for  her  country.  I have  never  seen  it. 

1 thought  I n.a  -e  clear  in  the  paragraph  that  you  quote 
from  my  letter  that  I vas  troubled  in  try  mini  about  t e turn 
the  book  ?ken.  I haven't  ,y  correspondence  file  with  me, 

but  I know  that  I elen  ant  lolly  and  I ware  all  three  left  with 
the  impression  that  the  GIFT  ri=tCK  THE  SFA  type  of  thing  had 
been  decided  -non  until  I got  r.  -'aides'  letter  with  the 
incloaure  from  Mian  ''Ills.  I know  that  * la  la  t!  Inst  type 
of  book  that  we  talked  with  f elen  about  and  the  decisions  on 
all  such  matters  are  hei-s,  not  mine.  I mu  t confess  t • t I 
did  not  have  1 . ' - Ills  material  Led  for  her,  though 

I sent  it  to  oily  an’  It.  is  now  at  4rcan  ^Idge.  The  reason 
I ’ldn't  1 8 that  lolly  and  I were  both  no  taken  aback  thnt  we 
did  not  want  to  bother  elen  with  it.  until  we  had  covered  a 
bit  more  ground  with  you. 

'here  Is  nothing  that  I -.elen  cont  seriates  with  more 
weariness  than  t1  e reiteration  of  the  story  of  her  life  and 
thus  far  t ere  are  only  vague  references  to  anything,  else  in 
plan  submitted.  Iso  1 o not  know  how  she  will  feel  about 
the  cutting  and  rearrangement  of  what  she  h»B  written,  however 
s il fully  i*  *y  be  done,  tool-'  be  ant.  Paeser.  aut  r.. .lifts, 
far  ' ore  complete  outline  will  have  to  be  in  er  her  fingers 
- ©fore  she  can  ake  a decision. 

'hat  I suggest  la  that  you  write  her  a letter  (copies 
for  'oily  and  ej  -ivlng  In  detail  precisely  what  you  have  In 
in'.  His  can  b-  embossed  for  her  to  mull  over  and  t ~ time  for 
discussion  will  be  after  that. 

On  ov.  6 I expect  to  cast  a languid  vote  for 
'tevenson  a if  the  west.':  er  is  ool  elth  a^d  I will  set  out 
f r Garden  City  the  following,  day.  Then  1*11  have  a hair  cut 
and  be  resf’y  to  come  to  town. 

f fectionat ely , 


r.  en  cCori  ick 
Toobleday  Co.  Inc. 
r75  -ad Ison  Ave. 

New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Gnowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
Sent.  23,  1956 


Dearest  Polly, 

The  Inclosed  letter  from  Ken  and  my  reply 
explain  themselves. 

He  says  "the  focus  of  this  book  has  changed 
a little  bit."  eeras  to  me  that  It  has  chr^aged  completely 
and  without  consulting  any  of  us.  ’Tnless  I am  sadly  mis- 
taken he  never  did  answer  that  letter  of  mine  from  which  he 
quotes  and  I know  that  he  never  said  anything  that  caused  me 
to  believe  that  he  had  In  mind  anything  except  the  book  of 
philosophy  that  we  had  talked  about,  on't  let  all  this 
upset  you.  he  still  have  things  in  hani  and  I would  rather 
see  no  book  than  to  have  one  that  would  make  you  and  Helen 
unhappy . 


The  high  mountains  are  coverQd  with  snow 
and  the  furnace  Is  working  overtime.  Fireplaces  too.  Our 
thoughts  are  turning  southward  and  there  will  be  compensations 
In  Garden  City,  you  and  Helen  two  of  the  chief  ones.  At 
least  we  can  get  together  In  Mew  York. 

Ky  love  always, 


p.s.  You  r sr  t re  t from  II  FCTOF  for  an 
editorial  from  Helen.  I think  you  have  the  le‘ ter.  I asked 
Ann  to  make  inquiries  and  she  foun1  th^t  it  is  the  magazine 
that  the  eleaentary  eel  ool  teacheri awee.r  by.  They  all 
subscribe  to  It  and  they  all  keep  it.  on  file  year  after  year. 
So  that  if  Helen  ever  did  feel  like  writing  the  editorial 
aha  would  have  an  intelligent  audience  for  it  and  since  they 
de-^1  with  children  a very  Influential  one.  I have  seen  a 
copy  of  the  magazine  and  think  It  very  good. 


Sept.  27,  1956 


Dearest  Folly, 


There  Is  no  privacy  any  more  for  the 
living  or  the  dead.  I don't  see  any  particular  point 
at  this  late  hour  in  revealing  that  Dr.  Howe  wanted 
to  divorce  his  wife — it  was  important  to  them,  but 
not  especially  so  to  anyone  else.  They  both  contributed 
something  of  value  to  the  world  and  it  is  this  I think 
that  ought  to  be  remembered.  Up  to  now  the  Howes  have 
>one  most  of  the  writing  about  the  family,  but.  apparently 
from  here  on  out  other  people  are  to  rake  over  the  coals. 
It  is  gruesome  to  think  that  this  time  will  come  for 
Helen  also,  but  fortunately  she  has  told  everything  and 
there  will  be  no  licking  of  lips  over  revelations. 

I am  referring  Prof.  Collins  to  "Let 
Us  Have  Faith"  and  to  Helen’s  article  in  Guldeposts. 

And  in  a separate  HKiicisxixHx  envelope  I am  returning 
the  Nixon  article.  I think  the  Republicans  now  have 
many  regrets  that  Stassen  did  not  succeed  with  his 
Her ter  campaign.  In  this  area  they  are  all  very  uneasy 
about  the  election. 

I ran  over  the  list  of  theatsrlcal 
offerings  in  the  Tew  Yorker  this  morning  and  I 
honestly  don' t see  anything  very  compelling,  but 
I'll  pay  more  attention  to  what  is  on  the  way.  Many 
good  things  seem  to  be  slated  for  TV — the  hunts,  for 
instance,  and  Mary  Martin  again.  I'll  also  write  to 
Ann  to  see  If  she  has  any  ideas. 

It  is  not  yet  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  my  room  hasn't  yet  warmed  up,  which  is 
why  I have  been  striking  the  wrong  keys  on  the  type- 
writer. 

Much,  much  love,  always, 


September  27,  1956 


^ear  Prof.  Collins: 


Miss  Helen  Keller  ha3  asked  me  to 
reply  to  your  letter  of  Sept.  7.  Her  very  heavy 
schedule  makes  It  impossible  for  her  to  write  the 
statement  you  wish,  but  you  might  find  something  to 
answer  your  purpose  in  a little  book  she  wrote 
some  years  ago  called  LET  US  HAVE  EAIdH  (it  Is 
out  of  print.,  but  Is  available  In  many  libraries) 
or  in  a recent  article  "My  Luminous  Universe" 
which  appeared  in  the  June  1956  issue  of  the 
magazine  G-uldeposts . You  can  no  doubt  secure  a 
copy  o*'  the  article  by  writing  to  Guldeposts . 
Carnegie  Building,  M5  East  46  St.,  N.Y.  17,  N.Y. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.  Nella  Eraddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  -Keller) 


Prof.  L.M.  Collins 
Eisk  University 
Nashville  3 
d ennessee 


Sept.  28,  1956 


Dearest  Polly, 


Ann  says  we  do  so  want  to 
see  the  O'Neill  play.  The  Long  Journey  Into 
i\  1 gh t (if  th is  is  th o r 1 gh t title).  Th e t. wo 
evenings  that  I can  be  sure  of  are  Dec.  27 
an  : ec . <^3.  \!e  d all  like  a matinee  better, 
but  the  original  plan  was  to  have  none.  Arm 
and  I may  spend  a couple  of  nights  in  town. 

We  meant  to  last  year,  but  of  course  Keith's 
operation  made  it  seem  unwise.  °lnce  you  are 
on  the  spot,  or  at  least  nearer  to  the  spot 
than  I am,  if  the  above  meets  with  your 
approval  and  if  it  isn't  too  much  trouble 
you  might  let  Krs.  Davidson  see  what  she  can 
do  about  tickets.  On  our  side  there  would  be 
only  Ann  and  me,  for  it  is  most  unlikely 
that  Katharine  will  still  be  in  Garden  City 
and  even  if  she  is  I think  she  would  not  come. 

I have  an  Idea  that  she  will  spend  Christmas 
in  Cleveland  with  Barton.  Last  I heard  she 
didn't  know  exactly  when  they  would  have  to  vacate 
the  Garden  City  house  or  what  they  would  do 
immediately  afterwards.  They  expect  to  wait 
until  mud-time  is  over  before  moving  to  New 
Hampshire.  It  makes  me  very  sad  to  think  of 
it. 

Vy  Love  always, 


\ 


'nowvllle — Oct.  9,  1956 


Tear- at  Folly, 


rare  la  uelen'  s speech.  If  you  f eol  that  It  la 
st 111  too  long  she  might  leave  out  what  she  says  about  the 
aging  blind,  ending  It  however  with  he  same  sentence  about 
God's  Book  of  Light. 

Mrs.  Lindbergh  Is  sitting  on  the  platform 
exactly  the  way  I would  sit  and  looks  as  forlorn  and  out  of 
place  as  I would.  But  she  has  learned  better. 

I shall  be  eager  to  have  your  reaction  to 
"nhe  l lracle  orker."  Ken  says  that  >•  r.  Gibson  Is  an 
absolutely  dedicated  man  and  I think  it  shows  through.  I 
should  like  to  meet  him. 

eith  and  I drop  everything  else  in  the  fifternoon 
to  watch  the  ball  games.  Yesterday's  was  magnificent  and  we 
are  on  the  edge  of  our  chairs  for  to-days. 

You  remember  the  nretty  red-headed  girl  Sue 
.arkey  who  used  to  live  across  the  street  from  us  in  Gr  rden 
City?  er  father  sang  some  war  songs  for  Helen.  Qhe  has  a 
very  fine  short  story  in  the  Oct.  13  issue  of  the  Saturday 
Evening  Fost.  And  this  issue  of  the  Post  had  another  special 
interest  for  us  because  the  absolute  nut  and  genius  Eill  Iear 
who  laa^s  it  off  is  an  ol*.  fri  nd  of  Keith's.  If  you  run 
across  the  Fost  I think  you'll  be  interested  in  both  these 
H ems . 


I must  go  now  and  mulch  the  iris  with  buckwheat 
hills.  Have  you  ever  tried  them?  They  are  wonderful. 


Cuch,  much  love,  always. 


The  Baltimore  Chapter  of  Fadasssh 


Bear  Friends, 

It  Is  thrilling  for  me  to  have  another  opportunity 
of  addressing  you,  members  of  Hadassah.  ’..'hat  a dramatic  occasion 
It  is  to  stand  before  that  which  you  represent — the  people  of 
Israel  30  full  of  audacity,  fire,  and  creative  enterprise’.  I 
am  awed  by  the  flame  of  conviction  and  resolve  with  which  you 
have  carried  your  fearful  load  through  the  years  and  triumphed 
over  tremendous  odds.  And  now  I congratulate  you  and  Israel  on 
the  appointment  of  Golda  i.eyerson  as  head  of  the  foreign  inistry 
whom  I met  during  my  visit  to  the  young  commonwealth  that  is  lo 
benefit  from  her  administration. 

I still  glow  with  memories  of  the  excitement  Mas 
Thomson  and  I felt  as  we  travelled  through  Israel  over  "Goldie’s 
roads"  and  saw  the  sacrifice  and  fortitude  of  1 he  people  breaking 
rocks  to  release  soil  and  bring  back  to  fruitfulness  land  that  was 
once  desolate. 

Even  so  can  we  turn  the  barren  stretches  of  blindness 
and  deafness  to  smiling  content.  My  heart  has  been  gladdened  by 
news  of  advancement  among  the  blind  and  deaf  of  Israel,  but  other 
ways  are  opening  up  to  give  them  more  of  the  joy  of  normal  living. 
Here  in  the  Jnited  States  fifteen  hundred  bright  blind  children 
are  studying  side  by  side  with  the  seeing  in  our  public  schools. 
Thus  they  are  growing  up  in  the  warmth  of  parental  affection,  t.ve 
security  or  their  home  communities,  the  happy  society  of  their 
seeing  classmates,  attaining  naturalness  and  freedom  of  movement 
and  gaining  richer  experience  of  living  in  *he  worl1  of  sight  to 
which  they  must  adjust  t:  emselves . And  intelligent  deaf  chllireri 
are  being  taught  among  those  who  hear  with  equally  gra^  ikying  r - 1 


It  will  bo  wonderful , dear  friends,  if  you  study  this 
forward-looking  movement  and  persuade  the  Government  and  the 
educators  of  Israel  to  admit  to  public  schools  the  blind  and  the 
deaf  capable  of  receiving  instruction  there. 

Another  class  for  which  sunshin®  can  be  created  is  the 
aging  blind  who  require  economic  support,  health  maintenance, 
and  rehabilitation  through  special  training.  One  o'  the  ways  in 
which  they  can  be  helped  through  sheltered  workshops  and 
Industrial  homework.  By  raising  funds  to  give  them  useful 
activity  and  a chance  to  earn  part  of  their  living  you  will 
gratify  their  sense  of  human  dignity  and  turn  their  affliction 
into  a service  to  society.  If  you  'o  this,  it  will  be  among  your 
noblest  acts  in  God's  Book  of  Light. 


October  11,  1956 


Dear  rs.  Seide, 


Many  thanks  for  your  note 
and  for  the  magazine. 

The  help  situation  at 
Arcan  Ridge  has  some  of  the  qualities  of 
a nightmare.  I hope  you  have  solved  it 
with  the  Polish  couple,  but  I have  my 
fingers  crossed  on  both  hands. 

The  color  here  has  been 
simply  glorious — old  timers  3ay  the  best 
in  forty  years.  It  is  lasting  remarkably 
well,  the  roads  are  crowded  with  tourists, 
and  all  the  local  shops  have  run  out  of 
Kodachrome  film.  Ve  had  a heavy  frost  last- 
night  and  the  high  mountains  are  white  with 
snow. 


WTe  expect  to  stay  here  to 
vote,  then  if  the  weather  is  good,  start  for 
Garden  City  the  next  day.  I hope  to  see  you 
soon  after  that. 


With  all  good  wishes  to  you 
and  Mr.  Seide  from  us  both, 


Rver  sincerely , 


ctober  15*  19^6 


ear  ven, 


oily  1*  no*  like  7 ■ I*»A  T *'0  . hla 

surprised  ne  a lit  tie  for  she  and  I In  f.ennral  . retry 
well  agree  on  ouch  setters.  tr0p  one  thing  1 think  any 

• • - • • •r-  - : ' ; ’ ' ■ ' • ' ••  r'  -vr 

’tncovfortnbl*  rt  * d she  "cringed"  at  ao«e  o'  4 • • words  that 
vere  put  Into  "eacher's  south,  X 1 Inga  on 

tayeelf,  but  I felt  ‘hot  ' eoc-er  crude  when  she 
'•1  ‘ • •?.*  a an  * that  Mr,  f lbson's  deviations 

roa  the  rustic  tele,  As 

1 told  you  o\er  the  telephone  I though*  the  script  on  the 
Viol  e axoollont — a sy.p  v the  tic  portrait  'written  ’.It 
deop  m'eratan  In?;  the  noblem  Involved  n id  carry  ing 
a fine  "aesnage"  flf  you  would  call  it  bo)  to  r-.  .1  workers 
fo  the  can -tic  .ed.  oily  real  1 zee  t-  t it  i.j  no- 

libellous.  3 bVh  feel  th -t  it  la  important  to  o 

to  t o expense  of  h avln,-;  It  .’rallied  bo  that  elan  e n 
read  It  • r’  or  'er  over  it  at  leisure,  .oily  1b  8en?lng 

the  s.  to  t crlber  tbJ  -.1! 

the  obJ*n  ‘lone  can  be  tahen  care  of  by  rewor  Ing 
Individual  sect  one es.  At  any  rate  Helen  should  know 
exactly  what  Is  afoot,  '•vac  though  there  ..  y be  not  ing 
io  about  it.  : sard  a guess  ss  te 

her  rea  tlon. 

* mscrlher  Is  ovl’t  ar. ' accurate,  ' ut 
f-elen  In  vs ry  b’*sy  with  speeches  and  ono  thing  arT 
nr.  t"  ar,  it  will  probably  be  a couple  of  weeho  rfore 
. • . ' ort . ' 1 as  b ■ I 

V e^r  f ror  T or. 


t 11  good  wishes,  always. 


October  16,  1956 


Dearest  Polly , 


I agree  with  you:  I like  Helen' b spe-ch 
very  touch . there  are  one  or  two  words  and  one  sentence 
tnat  can  be  omitted  if  you  would  like  to  shorten  It 
a little,  how  that  occasion  will  b^  fraught  with 
emotion,  with  its  memories  of  the  past  and  its  hones 
for  the  future! 

the  Old  Vic  program  looks  very 
exciting  to  me  and  I think  we  shall  probably  want 
to  see  one  o " the  performances.  We'll  get  in  touch 
about  it  later. 

, Last  night  when  I was  talking  with  Ann 
I asked  her  about  tb.e  attitude  in  (teorgie  t ov.'ards 
the  election.  Apathy  mainly,  she  said,  and  that  goes 
for  our  section  here.  We  shall  dutifully  cast  our 
votes,  but  without  much  pleasure  I am  afraid. 

ueh  love  always. 


The  Keller- Macy  Cottage 


During  the  past  five  years  the 
building  which  was  formerly  Dr. 
Allen’s  and  Dr.  Farrell’s  resi- 
dence has  been  occupied  by  the 
Deaf-Blind  Department.  Several 
years  ago  we  decided  to  name 
this  building  the  Keller-Macy 
Cottage,  after  Helen  Keller  and 
Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  but  we 
have  been  waiting  for  the  time 
when  our  reorganized  department 
would  be  so  well  established  that 
there  would  be  little  doubt  of  its 


continuance  on  a permanent  basis. 

We  feel  that  this  time  has 
now  arrived.  With  the  establish- 
ment of  a Teacher  Training  pro- 
gram associated  with  Boston  Uni- 
versity, we  have  been  able  to 
double  our  enrollment  of  children. 
Consequently,  on  November  If, 
1956,  Miss  Helen  Keller  will 
dedicate  this  building.  Invita- 
tions will  go  out  soon  to  educa- 
tors of  tli e deaf  and  of  the  blind 
to  join  us  on  this  occasion. 


— 16  — 


October  16,  1956 


Dearest  Polly, 


I am  sending  you  a copy  of  my  letter  to 
,en  to  avoid  any  possibility  of  getting  our  vires 
crossed  and  to  give  you  an  opportunity  to  tell  Ken 
that  you  think  i an  cock-eyod  1'  you  do  think  so. 

It  would  be  better  if  we  could  talk  these  things  out, 
but  since  we  can't,  we’n  have  ^o  nan  eg-  this  vray  "or 
a while.  I think  there  is  another  period  in  leacher's 
life  that  makes  you  unhappy,  namely  vaudeville. 

I hope  Pelen  *-eeds  the  script  constructively, 
remembering  that  it  is  an  imaginative  reworking  of  the 
material,  not  a documentary.  Fever  liberties  are 
taken,  I believe,  than  were  in  the  motion  picture  of 
the  life  of  Dr.  Bell  or  in  the  TV  presentation  of 
Dr.  hove  and  Laura  Bridgman.  And  I think  this  is  much 
nearer  to  the  spirit  of  truth  than  anything  that  can 
be  made  out  o"  tha  Father  Costello  story,  no  matter 
who  takes  the  part  of  Teacher. 

’ell,  If  It  isn't  one  thing,  it’s  two 
or  three  or  four  or  more. 

he  are  beginning  to  pack  up,  little  by 
little,  so  we  won't  be  in  a rush  at  the  last  minute. 

y lo^'e  always, 


no wvl 11  a , ew  P amp  shire 
"ct-ober  19,  1956 


' 'e.'  rest  Polly, 


Many  thanki  foi  t Lrticle  about  31  ri.  Vary  nice. 

I saw  In  J:  a papep  the  other  day  that  "The  ong 
1 Last s f o u r r ou  r s 1 Do  you  t Y Ink 


iso  I saw  that  Martha  Graham  Is  orei aring  a 
dance  program  for  TV.  I hope  she  performs  in  it,  but  I am 
afraid  it  will  be  only  the  troupe. 

rhe  Psther  Costello  business  is  corning  to  a 
very  ugly  boil.  It  will  be  harmful— the  question  is  how  much. 

I believe  there  is  little  or  nothing  than  anybody  can  do,  but 
I will  talk  with  you  about  it  over  the  phone*  It  has  seemed  to 
me  tt  t a spectacular  of  The  Miracle  Worker  which  is  written 
with  love  and  admiration,  whatever  its  defects  may  be,  might 
help  offset  the  evil  of  t1  e Costello  thing--for  it  is  evil. 

It  was  conceived  in  evil  and  those  who  are  making  the  film 
are  apparently  doing  nothing  to  Improve  it.  Monsa’rrat  has 
a new'  book  coming  out  this  fall  and  all  the  advance  noilces 
l a-'  seen  s most  cotnplii  entary.  I am  inclosing  one  fi 
The  Christian  Science  Monitor.  A friend  ot  mine  sends  me  this 
paper  for  a month  out  of  every  ye;  r,  no  doubt  hoping  lo  make 
me  a convert,  i'o  soap. 

I,o’ -e  always, 


(>P\J  <y+*.  Wi, 

[<i 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
October  30,  1956 


Nearest  Folly, 


hr.  Waterhouse's  is  the  only  thoughtful  review 
of  Van  Wyck's  book  that  I have  seen  and  I agree  with  it 
completely.  It  reflects  Van  Wyck  much  more  than  it  does  Helen — 
superficial,  snobbish,  and  in  a number  of  places  pretending 
to  a learning  that  he  does  not  have.  He  knows  how  to  make  a 
pleasant  piece  of  embroidery  out  of  other  people's  words  and 
ideas  and  that  is  just  about  all.  In  his  original  manuscript 
he  went  over  the  borderline  into  plagiarism  from  ANNE  SULLIVAN 
LACY  and  from  TEACHER,  I find  it  hard  to  forgive  him  for  all 
that  he  did  in  connection  with  TEACHER.  I am  returning  the 
review  for  your  files. 

"This  is  Your  Life"  is  one  of  the  very  cheap 
TV  programs  and  there  have  been  some  efforts  on  the  part  of 
people  with  taste  to  stop  it.  The  subjects  are  tricked  into 
being  present  and  the  whole  thing  is  pretty  awful. 

I am  beginning  to  think  that  Stevenson  hasn' t 
a chance.  Apparently  he  is  not  a dependable  speaker — goes  over 
with  a bang  when  he  is  inspired  and  flops  when  he  ionft.  But 
elections  are  uncertain  and  we  shan't  know  until  the  returns  re 
in. 


Sorry  about  the  couple.  It  is  a major  problem,  but 
there  must  be  a solution. 

Very  busy  packing.  We  shall  probably  go  to  Ohio 
the  week-end  of  Nov,  17  to  see  Keith's  mother  and  then 
settle  down  for  the  winter. 


Ky  love  always, 


F.S.  The  book  about  Helen  that  Mr.  Waterhouse 
wants  will  nol  be  written  in  our  generation,  but  it  will  in 
time  be  written. 


"nowville.  New  Hampshire 
November  5,  1956 


f 

Nearest  Polly, 


I am  sending  Helen  a wasp's  nest  this  morning 
so  she  can  see  the  lnsile  structure.  The  big  open  end  la  the 
top.  The  tiers  of  cells  hang  downward  and  you  can  see  the 
entrance  hole  on  one  site  near  the  bottom.  One  box  (one  of  the 
little  ones)  contains  a few  dead  wasps,  some  of  the  original 
population  of  the  nest.  The  paper  is  made  by  chewing  up 
vegetable  fibers  (sometimes  live  wood,  sometimes  dead  wood) 
and  mixing  it  with  saliva.  It  is  perfectly  good  pulp  paper 
an^  you  will  notice  that  there  are  spaces  betv’een  the  layers; 
the  wasps  spend  the  night  in  these  spaces.  The  queen  ho 
hibernates  under  bark  or  something  like  it  during  the  winter 
begins  the  nest  by  making  a single  cell  and  cementing  an  egg 
to  its  wall,  one  egg  to  each  cell.  Workers  hatch,  from  these 
early  cells  and  the  colony  stays  busy  until  cold  weather  kills 
them  all  except  the  new  queen  who  is  to  begin  the  work  next 
summer.  Ve  had  nine  o”  ten  o^  these  nests  “round  tMs  house  and 
the  little  house  and  collected  three  of  them,  cne  of  which  we 
are  keeping  intact. 

The  other  little  box  contains  a handful  of 
buckwheat  hulls.  They  make  an  especially  wonderful  summer 
mulch  to  keep  weeds  down  in  flower  beds  and  to  conserve 
water,  directions  com*5  on  the  bags. 

>’e  are  sick  about  the  world  situation  like 
everybody  else.  I wish  we  knew  more  than  we  do,  but  it  is 
so  complicated  that  it  will  probably  be  a very  long  time 
before  the  in9  and  outs  are  revealed  to  us — if  they  ever  are. 

I am  upset  about  t.h  election  and  probably  won't,  "ecl’e  bow  to 
vote  until  I am  in  the  booth. 

It  is  good  to  be  coming  down.  I am  dying  to 

see  you  both. 


love  always, 


Ill  Fifth  S t . , Garden  City,  New  York 
November  16,  1956 


Dear  Ken, 


Helen  has  a communication  from  the 
Argentine  publisher  of  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE 
saying  that  regulations  are  now  such  that  he 
can  send  her  some  money,  but  since  it  Is  only 
about  5130  (I  don’|,  have  the  letter)  he  wishes 
to  know  if  she  would  rather  allow  it  to  stay 
where  it  i3  until  It.  becomes  bigger  or  take  it 
now  as  it  is.  What  would  you  tell  her  to  do? 

Yours , 


Ill  "lfth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
November  30,  19  56 


Dear  Mrs.  Frantz: 


Miss  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me 
to  reply  to  your  letter  of  Nov.  25.  She  is 
desperately  busy  with  her  work  for  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Foundation 
for  Overseas  Blind  and  with  speaking  engagements 
and  cannot  help  you  with  your  oroject.  It  might 
be  worth  your  while  to  write  to  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  to  ask  them  If  anything 
has  been  done  along  the  line  of  what  you  are 
planning.  Iheir  address  is  15  West  16th  St.,  New 
York  11,  New  York. 


Wishing  you  all  success,  I am 


Very  sincerely  youre, 


(Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney) 


Mrs.  Raymond  F.  Frantz 
118  Myrtle  Ave. 
Waynesboro 
Pennsylvania 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Dec.  3,  19  36 


Pear  Mr.  Reid : 


Miss  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me  to 
reply  to  your  letter  of  Nov.  28  concerning  the 
recording  of  her  assay  THREE  DAYS  10  SEE.  She  has 
no  objection  to  the  recording,  but  she  cannot  do 
it  herself.  You  are  perhaps  unfamiliar  with  her 
voice.  After  more  than  sixty  years  of  unremitting 
practice,  it  is  still  guttural,  monotonous,  and 
very  difficult  to  understand  until  one  becomes 
accustomed  to  it.  Ehe  always  has  an  interpreter 
when  ehe  speaks  in  public,  though  her  friends 
understand  her  readily  enough.  She  has  always 
regarded  her  voice  as  her  greatest  handicap,  but 
she  has  learned  to  face  up  to  its  limitations.  I 
am  sure  that  you  would  agree  with  her  refusal  if 
you  could  hear  her. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Kenney) 


Mr.  James  M.  Reid,  Editor 
School  Text  Book  Dept. 
Harcourt,  Brace  <4  Co.  Inc. 
333  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  17 
N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Dec.  5,  1956 


Fear  Mildred, 


Folly  has  asked  ice  to  send  you  this  formidable 
array  of  papers  for  your  signature  and  your  initials  In  the 
various  places  Indicated.  The  Script  is  a dramatization  for 
television  of  Teacher's  work  with  Helen  up  through  the  first 
Christmas.  Ten  per  cent  of  the  proceeds  will  go  to  the  fund 
for  'f;e  deaf -blind  which  ;.olen  established  a few  years  ago 
under  the  American  foundation  for  the  Blind.  You  are  a 
small  incidental  part  of  it— after  all  you  were  an  infant— but 
since  you  are  still  alive  they  want  your  signature.  I am 
signing  for  Helen  merely  to  save  her  the  bother  because  I have 
her  power  of  attorney  in  such  matters.  If  you  have  any  doubts 
about  adding  your  signature  please  let  me  know.  Otherwise  will 
you  please  return  the  papers  as  soon  as  possible.  They  want  to 
put  the  performance  on  the  air  in  January  or  February. 

The  girls,  as  usual},  are  working  much  too  hard, 

but  they  seem  to  thrive  under  it.  Both  looked  fresh  as 

’aisles  when  I had  lunch  with  them  in  New  York  a week  or  so 
ago.  I am  to  see  them  again  this  coming  Wednesday  when  at 
a luncheon  given  hy  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  American 

Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  Helen  and  Polly  will  rece  ve  a 

replica  of  a statue  which  has  been  erected  in  their  honor  by 
the  people  of  Niigata  Japan.  This  seems  to  me  an  especially 
appropriate  honor  because  Helen  is  so  much  beloved  in  Japan 
and  also  because  for  once  Folly  is  included. 

I hear  about  you  now  and  then  through  Helen 
and  Tolly  and  I am  always  so  glad  when  I know  that  you  are 
visiting  them.  The  only  flaw  is  that  I don't  see  you  on  those 
occasions.  We  are  in  New  Hampshire  during  the  summer,  at  Snov- 
vlixe,  in  the  heart  of  a beautiful  section  of  the  country. 

If  you  ever  drive  through  that  way,  as  so  many  people  do,  it 
would  give  us  the  greatest  pleasure  to  see  you. 


Affectionately , 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  K.Y. 
December  6,  1956 


Dear  Miss  Logos, 


Will  you  please  transcribe  for  me  the 
two  essays  that  I have  marked  in  the  Inclosed  book 
PORTRAIT'''  rT\OM  NEMORY--the  one  on  Joseph  Conrad  and 
"The  Road  to  Happiness."  I have  one  other  item  that 
I want  transcribed,  but  it  is  not  quite  ready  to  send. 
It  will  follow  In  a few  days.  These  are  for  Miss 
Keller's  Christmas  and  I will  send  instructions  about 
the  books  and  the  transcriptions  when  I send  the  rest 
of  the  material. 


With  all  good  wishes,  1 am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Miss  Elsa  Loges 
158-17  Hanford  Ave. 
Flushing  L.I. 

New  York 


Ill  ^ifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Mew  York 
December  8,  1956 


Dear  MIsb  Loges, 

Mere  is  the  third  and  last  item  for  MIsb 
Keller,  vhen  you  have  finished  I wish  you  would  arrange  the 
transcriptions  with  the  greeting  to  Kiss  Keller  on  top, 
Joseph  Conrad  second,  "The  Road  to  Happiness"  third,  and 
AZALAI  last  and  send  them  all  direct  to  her.  The  books  and 
the  type-written  copy  should  come  back  to  me. 

It  is  a great  comfort  to  have  you  to  take 
over  the  transcribing. 

With  all  ‘good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Miss  Elsa  LogeB 

158-17  Sanford  Ave. 
Flushing  L.I. 

New  York 


For  my  beloved  Helen,  with  holiday  greetings 


Of  these  three  pieces  the  one  I feel  surest  that  you 
will  enjoy  is  the  little  essay  on  Conrad  because  I think 
it  expresses  beautifully  what  you  and  I have  always  felt 
about  him.  But  Keith  and  I both  liked  "The  Road  to  Happiness 
and  we  think  you  will  too. 

AZALAI,  the  longest,  I send  because  it  seems  to  me 
remarkable  that  the  blind  have  proved  themselves  capable  of 
handling  one  of  the  most  difficult  Jobs  in  the  world.  This 
will  not  surprise  you,  but  it  did  surprise  me. 

With  my  love  and  Keith's,  ever  and  always, 


A resume  of  AZaLAI  by  John  3koll# 


The  word  azala'l  means  "salt  caravan"  an d the  took  of  this 
name  by  hr.  Skolle  gives  an  account  of  a recent,  trip  of  hie 
In  the  'u  ’an  travelling  wllh  an  azalal  froc  : aoudsni  ■ ■,orr  t .an 
500  miles  across  the  desert  to  Timbuctoo.  This  is  the  toughest, 
the  moot  desolate,  and  the  most  dangerous  route  across  the 
Sahara;  even  to  ’ay  much  of  it  cannot  be  traversed  by  motor 
vehicles  of  any  kind, 

Taoudenl  (this  word  means  "salt  pan")  has  for  centurfces  been 

known  as  "hell  on  earth,"  The  landscape  is  perfectly  bare,  for 

a like  that 

nothing  will  grow  on  the  salt  pan.  and  <tt*»  stench  of  rotting 

y s. 

eggs,  caused  by  the  hydrogen  disulphide  in  the  water  that  seeps 
up  in  the  mining  pits,  fills  the  air.  The  houses,  built  of 
low-grade  salt-blocks,  depressing  in  themselves,  are  surrounded 
by  excrement  and  other  filth  and  the  flies  are  00  numerous  that 
their  continuous  buzzing  "sounds  Ilka  a distant  waterfall." 

Pining  1s  carried  on  under  unspeakable  difficulties,  "The 
working  methods  have  not  changed  since  the  Piddle  Ages.  Squatting 
or  standing  with  bare,  lacerated  feet  in  the  corrosive  trine 
at  tho  bottom  of  the  pits,  the  miners  hack  away  the  stinking  clay 
with  broad  hoes."  Finally  they  bring  up  blocks  of  salt 
weighing  between  50  and  65  pounds  apiece,  The  pay,  usually  in 
salt,  is  comparatively  high,  but  no  one  can  stan"  the  work  for 
long  and  replacements  are  constant. 

Vhy  do  they  do  it  at  alii  Salt  is,  as  everyone  knows,  a 

¥ 

rare  and  precious  commodity  in  the  interior  of  Africe,  but  there 
are  easier  ways  of  getting  it  and  analysis  has  proved  that  the 
rock  salt  of  Taoudenl  le  no  different  from  any  other  good 


2 


commercial  salt.  Tho  trouble  io  that  tho  scientists  have 

not.  been  able  to  convince  the  primitive  natives  of  this. 

"he  natives  believe  almost  to  the  point  of  fanaticism  that 

In  addition  to  Its  ordinary  virtues,  the  Taoudenl  salt  has 

magic  properties  as  "a  cure-all  for  everything  from  sore  eyes 

to  syphilis. " Thus  salt  has  outlasted  all  other  Items  In  the 

caravan  trade  which  once  bore  such  glamourous  cargoes  as 

Ivory  and  gold  and  Incense  and  such  dreadful  ones  ns  slaves. 

be  bars  of  salt  are  loaded  on  to  camels,  four  to  a camel 

as  a rule,  and  the  caravans  number  hundreds,  even  thousands,  of 

beasts,  A 5000-camel  train  Is  not  uncommon.  This  magnitude 
partly 

is/for  protection  against  the  hazards  of  the  journey  and  partly 
because  competent  leaders  are  not  easy  to  come  by. 

The  leader  is  the  moat  important  person  in  the  caravan.  In 
this  case  he  was  Oalah,  member  of  a nomadic  tribe  (all  who 
went  with  him  except  Mr.  3‘tolle  were  desert  nomads).  "S&lah,  our 
amenir.  with  his  hawk  nose  and  high  cheekbones,  had  the  face 
of  an  apostle,  rie  could  neither  read  nor  write;  he  had  never 
heard  of  Copernicus,  but  this  illiterate  individual  was  the 
wisest  member  of  the  party;  without  him  we  would  soon  be  lost." 

You  have  re^d  so  many  descriptions  of  tho  desert  that  X 
shall  content  myself  with  giving  scattered  excerpts  from  the 
text: 
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Copy  marked  passaged  on  the  following  pages,  leaving  spaces 
between  to  show  that  they  are  disconnected? 

122- 123 

123- 124 
128-129 
151-152 

156 

158-159 

177-179 

179-130 

130-131 

132 

134-185 

136-187 

139-191 

211 

213-214 

218 

222- 223 

223- 224 
227 
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Sventually  Of  course  they  did  reach  Tlmbuctoo,  a miserable 

little  settlement  8 miles  from  the  Mger.  There  are  a few 

French  Colonial  administrators  n . 

ratore,  a few  missionaries,  and  a handful 

of  Arabs,  but  most  of  the  inhabitants  are  Kegross  and  "a  new 

White  man  is  a sensation."  yet  it  is  still  the  most  Important 

caravan  terminal  in  the  south  Sahara,  a position  that  it  has 

held  since  the  11th  century.  From  here  the  salt  Is  distributed 

further  Into  the  interior  by  river  boats,  donkeys,  and  trucks, 

the  price  rising  as  the  distance  increases.  For  retail  the  bars 

are  sawed  into  smaller  pieces.  The  salt  is  sucked  like  candy 

and  is  used  In  cooking,  in  preserving  fish,  in  making  pottery 

and,  above  all,  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 

As  for  the  trip  Mr.  Skolle  says: 

270 


272 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Dec.  23,  1956 


Dear  Ken,  and  oh  dear,  dear,  dear,  what  a nice  little 
muddle,  all  because  I was  trying  to  simplify  things 
end  make  *h  im  easier  for  everybody.  If  you  will  send 
me  the  original  letter  to  Helen  she  and  I will  cook 
up  an  answer  to  It.  I am  sorry  I ever  bothered  you  with 
It. 

Mr.  Gibson  came  to  see  me  yesterday  afternoon,  ~oclal  call 
no  buslness--and  I enjoyed  It  very  much,  a*  11  be  on  tenter 
hooks,  whatever  they  ere,  until  after  THE  MIRACLE  YORKER 
has  been  presented. 


Holiday  greeting  and  all  good  wishes 

for  the  New  Year, 


Mr.  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  i Co. 
575  Madison  Ave. 
New  York  22 

N.Y. 


y ~ 1 Trifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Nev/  York 
January  7,  19 57  3 IorK 


Dear  Sirs: 


letter  of  Nov.  S^l^i^She  ^rees^Uh6  10  reply  to  your 
sum  is  due!'mt  Unl  11  somewhat  later- when  a more  substantial 

the  dupllcateastatOTent8Wofhaales,r3ignea  InT^X^ 

,our  Utul.^^VSL^J 

been^eturned  ToVeT  t0  her  pubUoh9t'8  *«>  b"  only  now 


Yours  very  sincerely, 


Nells  Eraddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Editorial  Sudamericana  S.A 

Buenos  Aires 

Argentina 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Kev  York 
January  10,  1S57 


'.  ear  Mss  .ogen: 


Will  you  please  transcribe  for  .:isa 
Keller  the  poems  in  the  Inclosed  book  by  Gerard  Manley 
Hopkins,  beginning  at.  the  mark  on  page  17  and  ending  at 
the  mark  on  page  24.  I arc  also  sending  a little  note  to 
go  with  them,  f lease  send  the  Braille  direct  to  Miss 
Keller  and  return  the  book  to  me.  I have  other  material 
which  'ill  be  ready  to  send  you  before  long — you  might 
like  to  hold  out  the  bill  until  this  •''lurry  of  copying 
is  over. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 

n y 


Kiss  Bl3ft  Loges 
153-17  Ganford  Ave. 
Flushing,  L.I. 

New  York 


January  10,  1957 


Dearest  Helen, 


These  poems  by  Gerard  Manley  Hopkins  are  the 
ones  that  William  Butler  Yeats  chose  to  include  in  the 
CH-OR  BOCK  0?  MODERN  VERSE.  If  you  want  others  I can  easily 
pet  them  for  you. 

If  you  will  tell  Polly  which  poems  you  have 
of  Tagore  and  Adelaide  Crapsey  I will  have  some  more 
transcribed  for  you.  They  are  both  old  favorites  of  mine 
and  1 still  cherish  the  worn  volumes  that  I bought  oo  many 
years  ago.  I wish  I knew  of  a great  modern  poet,  strong  • nd 
affirmative  like  Tagore,  but  if  he  exists  I* have  not  found 
him.  I am  still  looking. 

My  love  always. 


Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  2?,  1957 


Dear  Ethel, 


It  Is  nearly  a month  since  that  wonderful 
evening  we  had  with  you.  I am  stlxl  living  on  it  and 
expect  to  for  a long  time  to  come.  Everything  wrb  per- 
fect, beginning  with  you  and  the  Pasha  clear  on  to  the 
end.  The  Inst  time  I saw  the  Marches  together  was  in 
Skin  of  Our  Teeth  and  to  see  them  again  after  so  many 
years  acting  with  such  skill  and  vitality  under  the 
most  exciting  young  director  in  New  York  and  in  such 
a play  was  thrilling.  Then,  incredibly,  to  have  it 
followed  by  such  good  fun  back  at  the  apartment.  I could 
use  up  a lot  of  adjectives  on  the  evening,  but  you  and 
Sadie  (I  mean  the  Pasha)  know  already  what  they  would  be. 

Polly  has  asked  me  to  pick  out  a play  for  us 
all,  but  I am  stumped.  Long  Day’s  Journey  into  Nighty  has 
set  a standard  we  can’t  come  anywhere  near  and  I can  t 
find  anything  else  on  the  list  that  I particularly  want 
to  see.  I did  suggest  Around  the  World  in  30  Days  (,ve 
can  get  reserved  seats)  and  Polly  will  probably  be  in 
touch  with  you  about  it. 

I hope  you  saw  her  and  Helen  on  T"V  on  January 
6--a  lovely  program.  I felt  like  the  anxious  mother 
every  bo dy  that  afternoon  and  another  time  like  it  is 
coming  up.  On  Feb.  7 on  Playhouse  90  there  will  be  a play, 
The  Miracle  Worker,  about  Teacher,  by  a Mr.  William 
Gibson.  Teresa  Wright  will  be  Teacher,  Patty  McCormick 
Helen,  and  some  of  the  others  in  the  cast  will  be  Burl 
Ives,  Akim  Tamiroff,  and  John  Barrymore  Jr.  I liked  the 
script,  but  I am  Jittery  about  the  whole  thing  anc  I 11 
be  glad  when  It  is  over.  See  it  if  you  have  a chance. 

Katharine  Conant  Joins  me  in  hoping  that  we 
can  all  get  together  very  soon.  Meantime  I Just  wanted 
to  thank  you  and  the  Pasha  again  for  an  evening  of 
splendor  and  beauty. 


My  love , 


Ill  Fifth  St..,  Garden  City,  Few  York 
January  25,  1957 


Year  Miss  Loges: 


V'lll  you  please  page  through  this  book 
of  Adelaide  Crapsey's  and  copy  for  Miss  Keller  all  the 
poems  with  a check  mark  over  the  title.  I think  it  would 
be  a good  plan  to  have  the  name  Crapsey  on  each  of  the 
Braille  pages  in  case  they  become  separated  after  Miss 
Keller  receives  them.  But  perhaps  you  already  do  this  for 
all  the  transcriptions. 

I have  other  items  to  send,  but,  they  are 

not  yet  ready. 


All  good  wishes, 


Miss  Elsa  Loges 
153-17  Sanford  Ave. 
Flushing  I .1 . 

New  York 


January  25,  1957 


De.rest  Helen, 

These  are  the  four  Hopkins  poems  that 
Mr.  Gibson  selected  for  you.  When  he  gets  back  from 
Hollywood  he  will  make  selections  from  other  poets. 


Love  always,  Nella 


ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
■February  1 ,■  1957 


Dear  Miss  Loges: 


Will  you  please  begin 
on  page  six  with  No.  8 in  the  inclosed 
book  Gitanjali  and  copy  through  to  the 
end  on  page  94.  Fay  no  attention  to  pen- 
cil marks  i**  you  find  any. 

Thank  you  for  returning 
the  Hopkins  poems. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Miss  Elsa  Loges 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  hew  York 
February  2,  1957 


Fearest  Tolly, 

* A8  Awful  lot  of  water  bu  « «i  • bridge 

since  this  was  written,  but  I think  it  should  no^  be 
destroyed  ur.(  11  a new  one  is  made.  I at?,  airo  the  original  la 
somewhere  in  your  files.  Amelia  says  ar  e never  bed  one.  She 
else  says  that  you  and  Helen  both  need  to  stop  by  some  flay 
to  tighten  your  villa  and  bring  them  up  to  --Into.  F el th  and 
I have  to  go  over  ours  every  few  yeere  and  ere  always 
astonished  at  how  many  changes  we  have  to  take  ca^e  of. 

,,  I am  very  worried  about  you  thle  morning.  It 

e'  tea  my  stomach  tfcr  flip-flops  to  think  of  you  and  Helen 
there  alone  snowbound  and  you  under  the  weather.  Ve  mu ? t 
f'ln^  some  one  who  cen  stay  with  you.  I don't  want  to  cf et urb 
you,  but  I know  I am  going  t.o  telephone  you  af'ei’  a while. 

Meantime,  my  love,  my  love. 


p.S.  Another  reference  to  that  program  on  which  Joan  Crawford 
app  ared.  Apparently  it  was  disastrous  and  did  no  goo'  to 
anybody  . 

■Robert  saw  you  and  Heien  on  TV  that  Sunday --loved  It  and  was 
so  glad  to  see  Teacher  in  it. 


&L*- 


oJt 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  larrten  City,  Now  York 
February  9»  1957 


Dear  Fro.  Hinkle; 


Kies  Helen  Keller  was  very  touch el 
by  your  thought  of  giving  her  name  to  a white  iris. 
She  would  consider  it  a charming  compliment  and  you 
have  her  full  permission  to  do  so.  She  has  asked  m® 
to  write  to  you  because  she  la  busy  packing  for  a 
trip  that  will  keep  her  away  from  home  about  a month. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


y r o . Nell  a Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mrs.  Y.'.J.  Hinkle 
Gcottsboro  R.R.  4 
Marion 
Illinois 


Dear  Friend : 


I am  planning  to  publish  a collection  of  interesting  let- 
ters which  have  been  written  to  me  by  eminent  persons  during 


provided  that  you  would  give  me  permission.  The  letters  are 
all  of  a friendly  and  harmless  character.  I would  appreciate 
an  immediate  reply. 

In  the  case  of  deceased  persons  this  request  is  intended 
for  the  heirs. 


the  past  half  century.  I would  like  to  include  wt  of 


yours 


i 


111  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  lip,  195>7 


Dear  Mr.  Sinclair: 

A day  or  30  ago  on  the  eve  of 
her  departure  from  home  for  an  absence  of  about 
a month  Miss  Helen  Keller  turned  over  to  me  for 
reply  your  letter  asking  permission  to  reprint 
two  of  her  letters  in  your  forthcoming  collection. 
She  has  no  objection  to  your  making  use  of  them 
and  she  sends  you  her  greetings. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Upton  Sinclair 
POB  266 
Monrovia 
California 


' SIAM,  THIS  OISDTIS  TO  1131  TODAY  TO: 


CHANNEL  PRESS,  INC. 
159  Northern  Boulevard 
Great  Neck,  New  York 


Please  send  me  ........ 

Sinclair  at  $3.00  each. 


copies  of  THE  CUP  OF  FURY  by.?  Upton 


Check  or  money  order  enclosed 
Please  bill  my  account 


NAME 

STREET. 
CITY.. 


ZONE. 


STATE. 


lxl  Plfth  ot.f  (Jarden  City,  New  York 
"ebrur-.ry  13,  1957 


"ear  .-re.  Woodall: 


f'  1 3 9 r.elen  heller  has  hi. .3  to  'oaks 
if,  - n invariable  rule  not  to  read  an.,  criticise  nan . scrip ts 
about  tereelf.  She  receives  so  many  that  they  wool5  make 
deep  Inroads  Into  the  time  she  feels  she  must  devote  to 
her  Important  work  for  the  deaf  and  the  blind.  She  always 
appreciates  the  Impulse  which  causes  people  to  ’.-'rite  about 
her  and  1 am  sure  you  will  understand  the  reasons  why  she 
cannot  do  anything  to  help  them.  1 r m returning  your 
manuscript  herewith. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

hell a Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  helen  teller 


• rs.  Stella  Woodall 

1?09  victorir  bt . Apt.  12 

Laredo 

Iexas 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Kiev  York 
ebruary  18,  1957 


Pear  Ken, 


for  -i  number  of  years  Helen  and  Folly  and  I have 
hud  an  Informal  agreement  with  Katharine  Cornell  about 
the  dramatization  of  the  story  of  Annie  Sullivan  (I  am 
sure  thorn  is  something  about,  this  in  the  Doubleday 
correspondence)  and  I would  never  make  a move  without 
consulting  Katharine  as  well  e.3  Helen  and  Folly.  Meantime 
r.  Gibson  and  I have  become  very  good  friends.  He  and  his 
wife  spent  Saturday  afternoon  out  here  with  me  and  after 
going  over  the  situation  quite  thoroughly  found  ourselves 
much  inclined  to  let  things  rest  where  they  are — at  least 
for  the  time  being,  he  was  to  see  Mrs.  Salisbury  th"  next 
day  and  take  care  of  that  end  of  it.  Helen  and  Folly  are 
at  the  moment  in  Texas  visiting  Helen's  brother.  I am 
writing  * o them  this  morning  and  will  give  them  a detailed 
report  when  ] see  them.  V'e  were  all  deeply  gratified  by 
the  warm  reception  of  rH  MIRACLE  AOHKKR  and  if  anything 
further  is  ever  done  I should  like  to  see  it.  in  the  hands 
of  Hr.  Gibson  and  the  same  director  Arthur  Penn. 

All  the  best, 


r.  Ken  McCormick 
Double day  & Co. 
575  Madison  Ave . 
evr  York  22 


Ill  ::  if  th  St.,  Garden  City,  .Y. 

1 etruury  v C,  1VZ7 


Dear  Nelson, 

Your  letter  cam-?  Just  as  Helen  and  Polly  were 
about  to  leave  home  for  a vioit  tc  e'  er.'s  troti  er  In  ■'•a  lie 
Texas*  and  .'oily  askod  me  to  write  you  a note  to  oxpl-  in  why 
li  would  bo  u little  while  before  nfce  .rote  to  you  ersolf . 

1 aai  glad  you  saw  thou  on  IV  and  dicin'  gv  look 
wonderfull  I hope  you  also  saw  the  play  about  Teac  .or,  r'The: 
Miracle  vorlcor"  by  Villlam  Gibson,  it  was  =o  vivid  in  its 
presentation  of  what  'i  each  or  v.ont  through  luring  those  first 
weeks  in  Alabama. 

It  Id  especially  c;ood  news  to  ue  that  you  have  not 
forgotten  about  writing  down  your  experiences  -.ith  "el on  and 
'oily  on  the  vend,  '.o  ^ar  as  the  record  is  concerned  that  i - 
nearly  a blank  chapter  and  you  seem  to  be  elected  tc  fill  it. 

the  girls  are  going  to  the  Scandinavian  countries 
In  kay  and  possibly  to  Iceland  and  Switzerland.  They  uanago  to 
stay  well,  except  that  the  TV  cast  brought  them  both  langerousiy 
near  to  the  point  of  abeolute  exi  auetion.  They  ' ave  be*>n 
taking  it  easy  ever  since  and  intend  to  Keep  on  that  way  mill 
1 1 .re  to  leave  for  le n;na rk. . 

It  was  a matter  for  rejoicing  'or  us  all  to  know 
that  you  and  your  children  a*-e  well,  iio  slight  task  th't  has 
been  laid  ipon  you,  but  we  know  no  one  better  equlj  ?e<l  to  4l*» 
charge  It  with  honor  and  skill. 

They  would  Join  me — they  do  Join  me — in  sending 

love. 


Ill  Fifth  31. , 
Feb.  20,  1957 


Garden  City,  P w York 


eorert  lolly, 

Half  an  hour  after  I sent  the  telegram  y^ete^day 
I realized  that  I v.as  a day  ahead  of  time.  Not.  that  It  makes 
much  difference,  for  Keith  and  I could  send  you  that  kind  of 
telegram  every  day  in  the  year. 

I wrote  Kelson  a note  and  will  tend  his  letter 

back  to  Arean  Ridge  about  the  time  of  your  return.  7 an  g 1 
tfcrt  he  still  plans  to  write  about  your  travels,  f ? doe so* 4 
write  very  well,  but  he  can  put  down  the  record  and  It  is 
possible  that  It  can  be  edited  into  comet.! ing.  At  any  rale 
the  facts  will  be  there  and  this  is  Important. 

The  response  to  The  Miracle  Worker  has  been 
wonderful,  just  as  It  was  to  yours  and  Helen's  appearance  on 
TV.  Millions  of  people  saw  those  two  beautiful  things  and 
with  thee  in  the  background  1 no  longer  worry  too  much  about 
Joan  Crawford  and  Esther  CoBtello.  Crawford's  recent  publicity 
has  all  been  very  silly— I don't  know  what  that  means. 
Monsarrat's  new  book  has  been  chosen  by  the  Book  of  the  Month 
Club  as  an  alternate  to  its  regular  selection  for  March.  He 
still  has  Influence,  but  I don't  think  it  is  enough  to  pull 
Esther  Costello  out  of  the  mud. 

r en  HcCortaick  wrote  me  that  following  The 
Miracle  Worker  there  was  much  interest  in  Hollywood  in  a 
movie  based  on  my  book  about  Teacher  and  asked  if  I would 
be  willing  to  work  on  a script  with  Gibson.  Two  studios,  I 
have  since  learned,  have  approached  Gibson's  agent,  but  don't 
worry,  bio  t hi  ok  will  be  done.  Bill  Gibson  and  his  wife  spent 
'.a  turd  ay  afternoon  with  me.  He  Is  not  the  kind  of  young  nan 
who  would  try  to  turn  a fast  penny  because  the  time  seems 
ripe  for  it.  For  one  thing  he  has  too  deep  a reverence  for 
Teacher  and  you  and  Helen  even  to  attempt  anything  of  the  sort. 
For  another  lie  has  a stubborn  artistic  integrity  that  will  not 
let  him  tamper  with  his  own  work  for  the  sake  of  commercial 
success.  In  fact,  because  of  the  things  he  insisted  upon  in 
connection  with  The  Miracle  'worker,  like  rermitting  no  changes 
in  the  script  without  Helen's  approval  end  like  being  on  the 
set  himself  at  all  times  ( unorecendented  for  an  author  in  both 
movies  and  TV)  CB3  never  would  ; ign  a contract  with  him  until 
after  the  performance  was  over.  He  still  hadn't  been  paid  when 
he  was  here  Saturday.  In  due  time  Helen  will  get  a check  for  him 
and  "hen  it  goes  to  the  Foundation  I want  it  well  understood 
there  that  it  is  because  of  Helen  and  no  one  else  that  the 
money  is  given. 


Dr.  Zlemer  and  Robert  Barnett  both  wrole  him 
ecstatic  letters  about  The  Miracle  worker  end  in  this  connact.lon 
I uncovered  a situation  at  the  Foundation  that  I fait  to 


be  profoundly  shocking  end  embarrassing.  I toll  rcbert  so  in 
Just  these  words.  I have  known  of  course  that  many  thing, 3 are 
wrong  there,  but  I have  always  thought  thore  was  nothing  I 
cools  do  about  them.  Bill  wants  to  see  tbe  Documentary  of  elen 
and  I called  Robert  to  ask  If  he  had  facilities  for  showing  it. 

! e said  No,  that  their  projector  had  broken  down  and  anyway  they 
didn't  have  a copy  of  the  film,  I told  him  I found  tnis  shocking 
and  that  under  the  circumstances,  with  his  and  Dr.  Zlemer'e 
letters,  I was  embarrassed  at  having  to  tell  Mr.  litson  that  the 
only  wp.v  hs  could  get.  the  film  wae  to  rent  it;  and  that  the  whole 
situation  was  shocking  anyway.  Then  he  began  to  say  that  for  a 
couple  of  years  he  hadn't  been  satisfied  with  the  way  tho  KX 
material  was  handled  (I  '•aid  I knew  it  wa3  very  unsatisfactory) 
and  that  he  was  reorganizing  it.  he  called  me  back  ter.  minutes 
after  T.  hung  up  and  told  me  that  everything  w 13  arranged,  he  was 
having  the  projector  fixed,  and  had  instructed  whoever  wss  in 
charge  to  get  a copy  of  the  film,  even  if  the;  hud  to  buy  It. 

I wonder  who  the  hell  he  thought  would  give  him  one',  har.cy 
bought  ha'-s. 

Pill  also  wants  to  see  ")«»1  i^err.nce  and  1 asked  ooort 
about,  that.  The  Foundption  should  of  course  have  s copy  of  this 
and  o r course  they  don't.  ~o  tV'en  T.  called  fancy — the  Library  of 
Congress  is  still  the  only  place.  I told  her  about  what  I had 
learned  at.  the  Foundation — sh”  knew  it  anyway.  Then  she  told  me 
that  some  time  within  the  next  two  weeks  she  was  going  to  run  off 
the  35  millimeter  version  of  the  film  for  fame  ybll  i home  ike  and 
will  invite  Bill  to  that.  I hope  very  much  that  he  will  he  able  to 
make  it,  for  the  35  mm  version  ir  pore  oorpjete  Than  the  other 
• nb  no  one  would  be  clawing  at  him  the  way  I.  fear  they  would  be 
at  the  Foundation.  Fvprybody  wants  to  meet  : im,  but  cf  course  the 
ones  he  wants  to  meet  are  you  and  Helen  and  we 'll  arrange  it  when 
you  got  back,  I krow  he  vi ] 1 rdore  the  two  of  you  and  I think 
you  will  both  like  him.  We  nearly  always  like  the  seme  people. 

I believe  now  that  there  is  a set-up  at  the  Foundation 
which  will  make  it  ’-ossihl®  for  you  to  h.  vs  the  fils  run  off 
for  your  friends  at  any  time.  I get  angry  all  over  again  when 
I realize  that  it  hasn't  been  there,  v.h-'-n  I realize  the  vast 
disinterest  they  have  in  the  whole  thing.  We'll  test  it  out 
before  a great  while  and  T ' 11  yell  bloody  murder  If  it  doesn't 
work. 


What  a long  letter  this  ha3  turned  out  to  bel  But  we  always 
have  so  much  to  talk  about  and  so  little  time  to  do  11  in,  I miss 
you  both  very  much. 


My  1.  o^e  always  and  always, 


Ill  Fifth  St..,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Feb.  ?0,  1957 


Dear  Bill, 


lomp  time  during  the  next  tw  weeks  Nancy  13  going 
to  run  off  the  35mra  version  of  the  lielen  Keller  Documentary 
for  Dame  Sybil  Thorndike.  dhle  will  of  course  be  at  etce 
Sybil's  convenience,  bu+  11  would  be  nice  If  your  plans 
allowed  you  to  oe  In  New  York  at  that  time.  I-.argaret  too. 
ancy  will  l*»t  you  ^now  the  time  and  place. 

Failing  this,  Robert  Barnett  will  arrange  a showing 
of  +re  2 6mm  version  at.  the  foundation  at  any  time  that  suits 

you,  but  it  would  be  a good  idea  to  give  a few  days  warning. 

Did  I tell  you,  or  did  you  know,  that  Robert  is  totally  blind? 

The  only  way  we  know  to  get  eliverance  is  through 
the  Library  of  Congress— film  department.  Nancy  approached  the® 
cold  and  they  sent  it  to  her,  by  which  1 take  it  they  must  have 
more  than  one  copy.  Anyway  Nancy  had  to  return  the  one  she  used. 

I hopo  Margaret's  bag  has  reached  her  safely . ^ Somewhere 
I have  read  that  wi  en  one  leaves  an  object  at  a i&ee  it  indicates 
a desire  to  come  back  to  that  place.  In  this  instance  I hope 
it  Is  true. 

My  head  is  still  full  of  nuts  and  bolts  and  lit  le 
things  that  b> y 7.7.  i but  it  is  clearing.  Damn  nuisance. 

I m^ant  to  tell  you  that  Nancy  and  her  ilk  thought 

it.  was  George  Gobel  until  I told  them  it  was  kicky  Fooney.  • "Ch 

is  fane'. 


Tver  yours. 


Ill  Fifth  -t. , Garden  City,  New  York 

: cbruary  2b * 1 7 


e rest  u -iy  , 


We  were  so  happy  to  get.  your  telegram,  to  -enow 
that  you  hr-*  bar1  u goo*!  visit  with  Phillips  ini  Mr  family, 
and  ^specially  to  know  that  you  are  at  last  ietting  things 
fro.  At  lecat  that  Is  what  X hope  you  are  doing  ar.d  tt  at  you 
will  both  come  home  to  Arc  an  Hldge  <«.ucb  refreshed. 

I oa't  know  if  you  are  getting  the  hew  York 
parers,  hut  I do  know  thpt,  you  will  be  Interested  In  t:  Is 
little  clipping  involving  Martha  and  Kit.  also  it  was 
announced  last  ""week  that  the  Karch.es  and  the  rest  of  the 
ca^t  are  ’lying  to  Paris  to  play  LGLC  ‘dl  ’ ■ uCj  i‘  - xL'iC 
NIGH'”  at  th«  Festival.  You  reir ember  that  they  thought  t hi 3 
might  come  off  that  wonderful  evening  we  taw  thorn.  Gone  of 
the  American  presentations  at  the  v estival  have  been  very 
unfortunate,  but  this  is  a time  when  we  can  all  be  proud. 

Fritzle  and  her  husbanu  have  gone  to  live  on  a 
ranch  In  Montana.  Lovely  address;  The  Climbing  Arrovi  \nnch., 
Three  Forks,  Montana.  ri his  is  the  life  they  bell  ' ont  and  ve 
expect  them  to  he  hatrpv. 

•’oor  Clyde  continues  to  be  lonely  and  sad  — 
they  have  never  found  a trace  ov  hit>  brother  s booy  an  c.c 
not  oxooct  to  now  until  after  the  snow  has  gone — bu 1 two 
partildges  have  conic*  to  live  in  the  up>  xe  tree  ny  hie.  winnow 
and  this  is  giving  him  great  pleasure. 

I hope  vou  are  able  to  push  the  world  situation 
into  t.  e background . cod  knows  it.  is  bad  and  deem.  - Mtern  to 
b*  improving,  but  all  we  can  do  at  the  moment  is  to  cultivate 
our  own  little  gardens  as  best  we  can. 


Love  always  un  always, 


Ill  Fifth  St. 
Garden  City,  N.Y, 
Februa  ry  27,  1957 


Dearest  Polly, 


, As  1 hav®  said  before  I don't  know  v’  at  kind 

ox  newspaper  coverage  you  are  getting,  but  I think  you’*  1 
le  interested  in  the  inclosed  clippings,  especially  the^nna 
&bout  Katharine  and  Candida.  Th« t h*8 ’been' "Gnder ' conside?aflnn 
for  a long  time  and  It  might  be  very  good  indeed" 

it*0*1  tba!  rerhars  yon  ought  to  read  the 

be  fleal -blind  at  Perkins  in  the  SArr-'DAY  EVENING 
^ la  by  a Don  Murray  of  whom  I have  never 
a called  What  do  you  Mean  by  'Hopeless’ 7 " On 
iril<  *!  ir*  n creditable  enough  performance,  but 
aspects  of  It  that  will  make  you  a little  angry 
I .nought  of  writing  the  POST,  then  decided 
if,  on  reading  the  article  you  think  I should  I 

ry  + o bring  this  up  while  you  tire  on  vacation I 

iT  any  response  is  to  be  made  it  should  be  done 
the  best  course  is  to  let  it  go. 


article  about 
POST  for  to  arch 
heard  and  it  i 
the  whole  I i h 
there  are  some 
as  they  did  me 
against  it,  bu 
will.  I am  son 
do  it  because 
quickly,  bay  be 


And  I send  my 


Heavy,  dreary  weather, 
love,  as  always, 


I hope  yours  is  better 


(4  5 F 


Ill  Mfth  3t.p  Garden  city,  e w York 
March  3,  1957 


"ear  "chert, 


;r  •. •;tr>  yew  for  your*  letter,  1 am  bo  fcia  you  cp.ve 
e permanent.  copy  nf  the  film  a rsd  facilities  for  o-.ov.iBfc,  It 
£r.c  I a.x  sure  ’hr  t tMs  will  rl '»»’•*»  : elen  end  ;oily.  1 have 
net  r - arc  froti  t > . Gibaon  recently  and  do  uoo  atjuv.  Juat  v.hen 
r.c  plena  to  t-  in  few  York.  J do  know  that  af tor  '..is  three 
vooho  In  loVAyvood  hr  came  hack  to  a desk  plied  up  uu . has  been 
very  busy . Ac  fc.r  myself,  l e.tr-  still  house-bound  wit.,  the  virus 
infection  In  my  ears  and  don't  know  yet  wren  I'll  be  alls  to 
r,o  ft?  far  afl°1d  ns  Mew  York,  hut  mv  absence  need  not  interfere 
vitd  tv  c showing  o'  the  fit®,  i asked  Mr.  Giueou  to  feivc  us  a 
few  days’  v---  rrtlng  If  passible. 

I ~on' t know  If  you  have  read  the  article  or.  the 
deaf-blind  by  “on  Murray  in  the  jaturoav  Avenlc.  . oct  for  Mar. 
2.  Ill  called  "whnt  o0  vou  Keen  by*  ' hopeless'’  r 1 took 
exception  to  or.o  passage  in  it.  and  nave  Just  writ  .en  o.  latter 
to  thn  out,  a copy  of  which  1 inclose. 

1 'st  night  i talked  with  folly  by  telephone.  All 
beams  well  and  It  does  look  as  if  they  are  getting  a little 
rest. 


■•.11  _ o o * :;1  r.h a s , r 3 a Ivay  e , 


Ill  -ifth  t.0  Gordon  City,  New  York 
March  J , 1957 


Da  a r Robert,  ^ *u  ^ 

la ok  you  for  7cir  letter.  I «t  r-o  r,3 ' ■ you  - ».%-© 

- perranoot  copy  of  the  film  and  facilities  for  showing  It 
an'  I ac  &:>r«  r at  t.hie  will  pi  ©am  ' e1  on  end  Folly.  J have 
not  .f-ar<5  from  hr.  Gibson  recently  on-?  do  not  know  Just  when 
j Una  o v in  Sot*  York,  ' do  know  t)  at  aftap  hli  i i 
weeks  In  roily  wood  be  came  back  to  a deck  piled  up  an’  has  been 
vo  ■.j  busy  . s for  -Ejs-nlf , I r."  et  il?.  beer e-bound  vV  the  virus 

Infection  in  cy  ears  and  don’t  know  y®T  wren  I’ll  be  able  to 

fo  a-  fs.i  f‘;  ac  ’’ r.y  "Y rk t bn4  -‘y  *>!•  °r.pc  nr,  * not  interfere 
with  the  snowing  o~  the  flic.  1 asked  Mr.  Gibson  to  give  -is  a 
f jw  dr.yi;'  warn?  r>>.  if  * cmr?.bl<». 

i . on*  ♦ knev  if  vow  bare  mad  the  sr*  *■  cl©  or.  ’he 
deaf-blind  by  ton  Murray  in  the  .Saturday  Ivenlnu  loct.  for  r. 
p,  it  !<••  caliol  hrt  'o  vo"  r.aan  hr  “ror/*:  es*r  r I oofc 
exception  to  on©  \ ar  sage  in  it.  and  Have  Just  written  a letter 

to  the  . oat.  ‘ ropy  oJ'  ♦•»:*  l.ch  I.  t rial  on©, 

>nt  night  I Vilkod  w'-tb  folly  by  trierbor.©.  All 
well  arr  It,  douc  look  an  if  they  are  getting,  a .'little 

rast. 


A J.  JO  ’ VinhOT,  :n  alwAVT. 


.il  ' irti'  M.t  r'Mfj  city,  ; *.  Yor* 
. a ch  : , 19  7 


at  ires 


r.  c;r.  V.ur r- y lr  V 1 r infer  tint  r.rtlcle  n 
tr.e  ' euf-btln-l  In  your  lrot  of  arc”  i.  . -.y  I««1  i.oae 
r •«oor t to  ®r  ror.eour  to;.c  . ulcnt  r?  • r lrr  .1*3  tlau 
. oiler . r r.r.yt  ..at  »fa  '/  never  "r'lly  rccvcr*)’  from 
)1  | - : ' < v • , - . \ ; I C . 

>1?'  i«  tru«  only  In  t ««:.oe  f V *t  r,o  one  over  r-rcc  ere 

fr-vr  tv  ? ics*  ol  o’.'.-  * * • 1 1 y so  £c. 


. t ■*  a 3 a .ways  t e uli.  o*  nr  toochor  -in? 
.ulxivan  -uy  to  cion  in  «:  cncont  q*  her.  ov 

w i l i/c.o  it  tcco  :an  be  ur.luratoc  ‘ by  ary  one  -v.c  ue 

1 r't  writ  & : . * 

d«cu<isR  ! - followed  bar  trnvslo  In  virtueHy  ev*ry 

S .,.rt  t n world  ns  rt-e  Vss  continue*!  the  <$r«* t 
1 rl  or  1 • , s •.  ■ 1 c 

t e...  y _•  • r ■ 0 . 

to  foreign  laud*  have  boor*  aade  on-? or  tho  turn  loot  of  • v a 


• -.eric-  n ' . i*.  ’-.tlac  ‘‘or  v.  •>  1 ••  i 


n 


or  QvnraaiB 

by  request  o 

• n rla  rj 


, ■-/}  of,  or  orgonizai  i . no, 

Of  Vis  o 


tV  f 1 " e:  • ont  :\i  1 


Aasrlc*:*.  o un^  tl  -n 
2nd  -:t  * l.o 3 G 
e rodent  e 


X •.  t - je  ; rev tie  -1st  >r  !'9t  b**  n neco'-  *-v“le4 

by  that  lndoffttlgabl*  ool  l»t  . ' " 

it  1 1 p t o 

Ipq  '■•b o',  ten,  * s'  '’n  e]lor  would  enrry  on,  for  °.t. 
••wonty-a^en  iff  still  hat  traw»n<?ou«  starjy 
-nd,  r o*  o nil,  1 e tm.  -I  re  Won  of  “reach sr.  V?  5 
n enfant  to  - ve  (aren't  wa  till),  tf’4  not  on  vny 
one  person. 


*;<nk  out  of"  a.any  years  of  lntlmii  a fri^ndsil; 

r . aoy  ( latil  er  Ssath) , Mitt  tl  1 tr 
133  i.omoon. 


j- V sincerely  yours. 


-re  tfly  *y 


''ltora,  turday  "vent  op  ost. 

, ;-••<»:  ’o-  cr>  - re,  11  '"p  , la 


Ill  Fifth  St. , 
March  7,  1957 


Garden  City,  n.Y. 


Pear  Bill, 

.Nancy  has  Just  scheduled  the  showing  ror 
Daiue  Sybil  for  March  19.  It  will  likely  come  off  in 
the  early  afternoon.  Either  Nancy  or  I will  let  you 
know  the  time  and  place.  Takes  about  an  hour  as  I 
remember  it. 

Helen  and  Polly  return  to  Westport  on 
the  11th  and  as  soon  thereafter  as  it  is  convenient 
“11  around  J should  like  to  have  you  and  Margaret  meet 
them.  Lunch  is  the  best  time  at  this  end  of  the  line 
and  the  Harvard  Club  27  -'9St  44  is  handy.  The  19th,  if 
you  should  come  down,  would  not  give  us  time  for  a* 
good  visit  if  the  film  is  run  off  before  two  o'clock. 
I'll  .-enow  later,  what  is  your  telephone  number  and  the 
best  time  of  day  to  use  it« 

I have  not  read  all  of  "Vinter  Crook"  with 
the  respect  I feel  poetry  deserves,  but  I think  the 
Elegies  for  Tom  Volfe  wholly  admirable— Just,  right;  nd 
I am  glad  to  see  that  your  contact  with  nature  is 
direct,  not  literary.  I am  happy  to  own  the  beck. 

I hope  you  ar-e  all  veil  again.  I am  still 
struggling  with  the  af ter-eff ect.s  of  toe  virus.  What  a 
winter  indeed'. 


Garden  City, 


111  Fifth  St., 
March  13,  1957 


Dear  Robert, 

The  Inclosed  check  for  ^562.50  l0  a gift  to 
Helen  from  Kr.  Vllllam  Gibson.  He  told  me  last  summer 
after  I had  rend  and  approved  the  manuscript  of  THE 
IRACLF  VO-'TR  that  he  wanted  to  give  her  a certain 
percentage  of  the  returns  to  do  with  ns  she  liked  and 
of  course  she  chose  the  Fund  for  the  Deaf-Blind  at  the 
Foundation.  Will  you  please  so  credit  It.  the  check  Is 
already  made  out  to  the  Foundation  to  keep  Helen  from 
having  to  pay  Income  tax  on  It. 


All  good  wishes. 


Mr.  Robert  Harnett 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  West  16  St. 

New  York  11 
N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
March  13,  1957 


Dear  Mias  Berman: 


thank  you  for  the  check  from 
£p*  CJ14bfon  to  Ml88  teller-  drawn  to  the  American 
Foundation  lor  the  Blind.  I telephoned  alas 


Keller  about  it.  She  j 
will  thank  Mr. 
next  week.  The 
Foundation. 


very  much  pleased  and 


Gibson  herself  when 
check  is  now  on  it 3 


she 

way 


sees  him 
to  the 


_ n „ , .1  wa-s  flattered  that  you  thought 

1 could  read  aucn  a.  statement  as  the  one  you 
inclosed  and  make  sense  of  It.  I am  sure  the 
tiger e as  correct,  but  dear  me,  how  the  Govornmen 

r\’i  r an  ' 


. , lhe  beauty  of  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 

and  the  appreciation  it  has  met  from  the  public 
has  oeen  most  gratifying,  I am  happy  to  have  been 
a part  of  the  episode. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Miss  Mo is  Berman 
23 4 West  44  3t. 
New  York 

N.Y. 


0 ( 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York; 
March  15,  1957 


Dearest  Polly, 

As  I told  you  over  the  telephone  my 
opinion  is  that  Helen  should  say  No  to  this.  Every 
time  she  lends  her  name  to  another  cause  she  dilutes 
its  value  to  the  causes  to  which  it  is  already 
attached.  There  are  some  people — Mrs.  Roosevelt  is 
one — who  have  given  their  names  so  many  times  in  so 
many  places  that  their  sponsorship  is  almost  witVout 
meaning.  I'd  hate  to  see  Helen  come  to  that. 

I shall  be  very  unhappy  if  anything  is 
said  to  Eill  Gibson  or  anyone  else  about  my  getting 
royalties  from  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER.  There  was  more 
reason  for  Helen  and  me  both  to  receive  payment  from 
Van  W'yck,  but  nobody  raised  the  point  then  and  Van 
Vyck  has  made  much  more  money  from  the  material  than 
Bill  has.  Moreover,  he  kept  it  all.  You  can  tell 
Robert  Barnett  that  he  would  not  have  gotten  tbe  check 
from  Bill  without  my  consent,  but  please  don't  go 
any  farther  than  this. 

I am  hungry  to  see  you  both. 

My  love  always, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
March  15,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Hill: 


Miss  Helen  Keller  ha.3  asked  me 
to  tell  you  that  she  is  very  happy  to  give  the 
Alexander  Graham  Bell  Association  for  the  Deaf 
permission  to  quote  from  her  as  you  indicate  on 
your  Inclosure  Lesson  on  S in  your  letter  of 
March  5.  She  too  regretted  that  she  was  unable  to 
be  with  you  for  the  Annual  Board  Meeting  in 
January,  but  her  schedule  nowadays  is  heavy  indeed. 

Tf.'ith  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


(Nella  Braddy  Henney,  Attorney  ^o 
Helen  Keller) 


Miss  Minnie  M.  Hill 
Assistant  Executive  Secretary 

Alexander  Graham  Bell  Association  for  the  Deaf  Inc. 

1537  35  St.  N.W. 

Washing!  on  7 

D.C . 


Ill  Fifth  3t • , Garden  City,  P aw  York 
arch  20,  1957 


Dear  t r,  Fisher: 


I rhall  begin  by  apologizing  for  the  ^ong 
delay  In  answering  your  letter  of  Feb.  19  asking  glee 
Lelen  frailer  to  write  a cover  eBsay  for  the  appeal  for 
funds  to  support  tfr.e  Jrallle  edition  of  TI.E  'D.  ' Fd'S  IGEST. 
It  came  while  she  was  away  from  home  and  ahe  has  only 
recently  dug  her  way  down  to  It.  It  brings  t>efore  her  once 
more  a decision  that  always  caiaea  her  some  degree  of  pain. 
There  is  no  effort  In  the  world  in  behalf  of  the  blind  in 
which  she  la  not  deeply  interested,  but  she  has  learned  that 
It  bewilders  contributors  to  find  her  name  on  too  many 
diverse  appeals.  For  this  reason,  of  late  yeers,  except  for 
old  commitments  like  that  to  the  Lighthouse,  she  has 
restricted  Its  use  to  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
and  the  American  foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  with  bot  of 
which  she  Is  active.  It  Is  not  ersy  for  her  to  say  No  to 
your  request,  but  sv  e feels  that  she  must  do  so. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  elen  eller 


Lr.  sterling  . Fisher 
^he  'eader’s  Digest 
leasant ■ llle,  ew  York 


Ill  Fifth  St., 
['"arch  20,  1957 


Garden  City,  Few  York 


Dear  Robert, 

Yesterday  Nancy  hired  a little  theater  In  the 
RCA  Fxhi’-'ition  hall  and  ran  off  the  film  of  Helen  for  Dame 
Sybil  Thorndike.  The  Gibsons  happened  to  be  briefly  In  town 
and  I sent  them  to  It..  I did  not  go  with  them.  Incident -lly 
I was  quite  startled  to  learn  that  Nancy  herself  does  not  own 
a print  of  the  filml 

I still  want  to  bring  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson  to  the 
Foundation — you  have  many  things  there  that  will  interest  them 
but  it  seems  unlikely  that  I can  do  it  before  we  leave  for 
Snowvllle.  I am  not  yet  over  the  effects  of  the  virus  that 
struck  me  some  weeks  ago  and  I do  not  know  when  the  Gibsons 
will  be  in  New  York  again,  but  I think  It  would  be  nice  if 
you  would  invite  them  anyway  and  I’ll  come  if  I can.  I*d  like 
them  to  meet  Fric  and  Miss  Lende  and  of  course  anyone  else 
you  choose.  The  address;  Mr.  Villiam  Gibson,  Stockbrldge,  i-  ass 

oily  sent  me  the  letter  from  Mr.  Fisher  of  The 
Reader's  Digest  and  I inclose  a copy  of  my  reply.  I hope  it 
meets  with  your  approval. 


All  good  wishes. 


Mr.  Robert  Barnett 

American  Foundation  for  the  Ellnd 

15  Vest  16  St. 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 


Ill  ^lfth  st.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
March  22,  1957 


Deer  Bill, 


Ihe  Inclosed  explains  Itself.  Helen  wants  to 
write  you  a letter  of  thanks,  but  heaven  knows  when  she 
will  get  at  It.  I don't  know  If  T'olly  told  you  that 
other  money  has  been  coming  to  the  Foundation  as  a 
result  of  TUB  MIRACLF  'aOFK.BR.  Much  of  1+  Is  untraceable 
of  course,  lhe  outstanding  contribution  to  date  Is  a 
check  for  "100  from  one  who  was  so  impressed  by  the  play 
that  he  wants  to  see  It  go  on  and  on. 

I should  have  to  talk  with  the  Contessa  a very 
long  time  before  communication  could  be  established,  hen 
I said  as  much  to  Nancy  she  replied  with  fervor  "You  and 
me  both1."  Ve  really  fobbed  her  off  on  you,  but  I hope  you 
find  some  amusement  In  reflecting  that  you  may  well  be^  the 
on  y man  In  the  United  States  who  on  a rainy  afternoon  called 
a cab  for  a former  mistress  of  D’Annunzio  and  escorted  her  to 
a movie.  You  were  a good  boy  and  we  are  all  in  love  with  that 
Margaret  of  yours,  oily  sal d she  was  like  a Scot,  tan  which 
she  could  pay  no  whlcher  compliment. 

Fver  yours, 


Dear  Robert, 


March  20. 
a carbon, 
morning. 


v/er  so  many  thanks  for  your  letter  of 
It  was  most  thoughtful  of  you.  to  Inclose 
I am  forwarding  it  to  Mr.  Gibson  this 


All  good  wishes, 


Kr.  Robert  Barnett 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  West  16  St. 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 


II  i th  t . , Garden  City,  New  York 
March  22,  1957 


'ear  . 1 ? s Holden: 


Miss  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me 
to  reply  to  your  very  interesting  letter  of  March 
8.  She  is  deeply  involved  in  writing  speeches  end 
making  other  preparations  for  a tour  In  behalf 
the  blind  in  Iceland,  enroark,  Norway,  and 
Switzerland.  ' his  leaves  her  no  time  for  anything 
else:  sv e cannot  write  a prayer  for  your  collection, 
-ne  asKs  me  to  express  her  appreciation  for  the 
kln^  things  you  said  about  her. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Nolla  Eraddy  Penney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Miss  Elizabeth  Holden 
towns  ~oad 

Bethany,  Connecticut 


Ill  Fifth  St., 
-■  arch  23,  1957 


vidr  or.  City,  i\ew  York 


Dear  Bill, 

rest  is  fine?  I ^m1  taking '"for  Wanted  ?hat9  hi“  and  the 
carbon:  I want  to  read  it  to  „a'ran‘^  t*jat  y°!->  have  a 

I telephoned  Poll,:  she  loved  thl  dedlMti™”^.1!^!?: 

KXRACLS  WCISKEr!  Helen’  T'LjTrl  Sfi!''®  •’“"scripts  of  THE 
Library  or  ConireM  2nd  iTTSir  1 i,  eV#ntuall»  60  *°  the 

srs™*  “ th*^cferns,{hsi^T-up 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
March  27,  1957 


"ear  \en, 


I think  Miss  Ellis  is  on  exactly  the  right  track. 

Go  rar  as  Helen  and  "oily  and  I are  concerned,  the  wheel  has 
come  full  circle,  for  this  is  the  plan  we  thought  we  had  all 
agreed  upon  that  day  at  lunch  when  we  first  talked  about  the 
possibility  of  a elen  seller  book  extracted  from  existing 
material.  1 think  hiss  Ellis's  selections  good  and  I see 
no  reason  why  she  should  not  go  ahead.  Do  you  want  me  to 
return  them? 

rJhe  girls  are  frantically  busy  petting  ready  for  a 
trip  through  Iceland,  the  Scandinavian  countries,  and 
Switzerland — all  for  the  blind.  They  will  leave  early  in  '-'ay, 
Just  about  the  time  we  set  out  for  New  Hampshire. 

Knopf,  as  you  perhaps  know,  is  going  to  publish  THE 
MIRACLE  'aOR’r’.EP. . Nice  bit  of  fitness  or  serendipity  or 
something  that  the  same  firm  that,  did  T-E  TORY  C*  ESTHER 
COSTELLO  should  also  do  this. 


Ever  yours, 


;•  r . Ken  KcCormlc k 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
March  29,  1957 


Dear  Kiss  Gooding: 

Miss  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me  to 
reply  to  your  very  pleasant  letter  of  March  21. 

She  is  at  the  moment  so  deeply  immersed  in  writing 
speeches  and  making  other  preparations  for  a tour  ' 
of  the  Scandinavian  countries  that  she  has  been 
obliged  to  put  aside  everything  else.  She  will  be 
leaving  shortly  and  she  regrets  that  she  will  be 
unable  to  see  you.  And  she  asks  me  to  thank  you  for 
the  kind  things  you  say  about  her. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Miss  Chadyeane  Gooding 
Radio  America 
Lima,  Peru 
;outh  America 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Kew  York 
March  29,  1957 


Dear  Mr.  Schreiber: 

It  ma^e  Ml  a 9 Helen  Keller  extreme 
happy  to  find  herself  linked  with  three  such  heroes 
afc  Dr.  Schweitzer,  Dr.  Bmcho,  and  Lou  Gehrig,  she 
haB  asked  me  to  write  to  you  because  at  the  moment, 
she  Is  so  immersed  In  writing  speeches  and  making 
other  preps  rations  for  a tour  in  behalf  of  the  blind 
of  Iceland  and  the  Scandinavian  countries  that  she 
has  bean  obliged  to  put  aside  everything  else,  the 
is  leaving  early  in  May  and  will  not  return  until 
midsummer,  ‘‘his  means  that  she  cannot  attend  your 
dedication  exercises,  but  if  you  still  wish  to  use 
her  name  3he  is  glad  to  give  her  permission.  no 
far  as  a statement  from  her  is  concerned,  I think 
that  perhaps  nothing  that,  she  has  ever  said  has  been 
more  universally  inspiring  than  this:  "V/hlle  they 
were  saying  among  themselves,  'It  cannot  be  done,' 
it  was  done." 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Nella  3raddy  Eenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Daniel  Schrelber 

Principal,  >1  anh attanville  J.H.S.  43  Man. 
509  Vest  129  St. 

New  York  27,  N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.. 
March  31,  1957 


Garden  City, 


N.y. 


. Hear  Bill, 


* •*  w 


J JL  Jlitv 


* UUHOU 


ft 


might  be  taken  to”',wh  - 1 hari'Jr, 

know  what  you  mean  and  you  a?«  M b?en  done  before."  I 

ln  behalf  of  Laura^Brldfff  U °pens  a 1oopho 
is  better  to  avoid  this  kind  o?  fSi ' dsraan  and  1 think  it 

f ? l»  fighting.  Laura  hed  She  k«  S6,?*0??1  when  we  have  t, 
bought  she  had  a beautiful  mind^  vhit  a11  and  1 eacher 
continuing  co«p.nton.hlp  to  MkfiVuli 

TO'ch.  1 do  want  It,  bu t "don*  send3!?*?0’ " thank  you  very 
be  t°°  tempting  to  rny  eyes  which  I it  if?  me  ??w  * 11  w°uld 
and  besides  you  may  have  nt;-nn  1+  '•till  can  t use  normally 

I would  like  you  g covJr  it  wlt^“ort0  afl5  to  “•  ‘^an?i S 
outdated  codicil  to  my  will  * such  document  as  the 

formula  was  given  me  by  Mr  VV  - P~t°i  y 1 inolose.  The 

and  I found  it.  thrilling  to  sign.  * th  Llbrary  of  Congress 

and  The  Tilpf  reviews.  I had 

.uthSrTh;,*;;  usuSly”  be”?:?66  "°re 

you  wanted  back.  * e* 


seen  only 
credit  to 


! ime 


-----  - uUiL  1 u the 
I arc  returning  the  two 


their  depar?ur|io^\Jy%inI%®!;^tttWlih  pr9paratlonfl  for 
in  New  York  on  Friday*  TheJ  £11  J.£°  £aV?  iunch  vlth  them 

y*  ney  vlu  P3k  about  you  and  Margaret. 


Fver  yours, 


Ill  ^lfth  't.,  G^r  en  City,  New  York 
-11  1,  1957 


Bear  Mss  Lopes, 


Kiss  Thomson  has  as*ed  me  to  send  you 
the  Inclosed  book  DAYS  OF  " ' PHOFNIX  by  Van  Yyck  Brooks 
so  the t you  can  transcribe  for  I lss  Keller  the  last 
chapter  A.  ’eason  In  Fell"  beginning  on  page  183.  ?le-  se 
send  both  the  book  and  the  Braille' to  Hiss  Keller. 

I have  still  not  been  able  to  get  at 
the  other  pieces  I wanted  to  send  you.  i*.y  best  hope  now  1 
to  have  them  ready  for  Hi  s .eller  when  she  returns  from 
Furope  In  June. 


All  good  wishes, 


lss  ^lsa  M.  Loges 
158-17  can ford  Ave. 
^lushing  L.I. 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St . , Garden  City,  New  York 
April  3»  1957 


TDearest  Polly, 


1 ell  Helen  Well  Done’.  I cut  out  an  adjective 
or  two  and  that  is  just,  about  all.  The  speeches  are 
tightly  written,  straight  to  the  point,  and  practical.  Not 
Just  inspiration  for  the  Dotarlans,  but  a so':nd  program 
for  them  to  follow  and  I hope  they  get  at  it. 

Steady  improvement  on  my  eyes  and  ears,  but 
oh,  how  trying  it  has  been.  My  doctor  has  given  me  one  of 
the  F.eserpine  compounds  and  so  I am  now 

Tranquilly  as  well  as  lovingly  yours, 


Ill  Fl^th  3t . , Garden  City,  New  York 
April  4,  1957 


’'ear  <en, 

I am  returning  the  Barbara  5111b  material 
with  all  good  wishes, 


Mr,  Ken  McCormick 
c75  I.  ad  Ison  Ave. 
New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
April  12,  1957 


Dear  Ken, 


ere  are  the  contracts.  We 
are  all  looking  forward  to  seeing  the 
completed  manuscript. 

Fver  yours, 


Mr.  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 
575  kadi son  Aae. 

New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Ill  Flrth  St.,  Garden  City,  lev  York 
April  1?,  1957 


Pear  Mr.  Murray: 


I am  pure  you  did  not  mean  to 
detract  from  Mrs.  Maty  and  i1  iss  Keller  or  from 
Kiss  'Thomson.  It  is  still  not  clear  to  me  what 
the  people  meant  who  said  that  Helen  has  not 
recovered  frcm  her  teacher' e death,  except  in 
tie  sense  that  I indicated  in  my  letter  to  the 
Post..  The  very  sound  policy  of  bringing  a deaf- 
blin'  pupil  into  contact  with  as  irony  teachers 
and  friends  as  possible  was  inaugurated  by  Mrs. 
Macy:  she  began  it  in  Alabama  end  continued  it 
all  her  life  and  would  have  considered  herself 
an  utter  failure  if  she  had  made  Helen  completely 
dependent  upon  her.  1 think  your  article  has 
done  much  good  for  the  cause  of  the  deaf-blinc 
and  that  this  good  will  continue.  Thank  you  for 
writing  me. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Kr.  Pon  Murray 
Saturday  Evening  Post 
Independence  3q. 
Philadelphia  5 
Penn. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
April  14,  1957 


Dear  l^rs.  Selde, 


ill  you  please  send  hr. 
Nightingale  a little  note  of  acknowledgement 
and  then  put  the  pictures  in  the  file.  Ke  Is 
a very  old  friend  of  theirs,  dating  from  the 
time  when  Teacher  was  alive. 

Sunshine  this  morning.  Isn’t 

it  wonder full 


Ever  yours. 


Mrs.  Evelyn  Seide 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blin^ 
15  W.  16 
N.Y.  11,  N.Y. 


Ill  Firth  St . , Garden  City,  N.Y. 
April  14,  1957 


rear  Fill, 


oily  sent  me  the  Inclosed  page  from  he  Enlightener, 
bouse  organ  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  lop  part 
gives  the  response  of  the  professionals.  Praise  from  31r 
Hubert.  You  may  keep  It.  The  cryptic  scrawl  at  tr.e  left  means 
that  It  has  been  transcribed  for  Helen. 

I think  The  Miracle  Worker  will  be  done  In  Braille 
without  any  effort  on  your  part.  nevlew  copies  should  go  to 
the  Foundation  (a  personal  copy  to  Robert  Barnett),  to  the 
volta  Bureau  (1537  35th  St.  N.W.,  kaahington  7,  .C.),  to 

the  Jerkins  Institution,  and  possibly  to  some  of  the  other 
special  organizations . I'll  find  out  from  lolly. 

Fay  6 is  our  target  date,  ke  may  not  make  it,  but 
we  will  certainly  be  here  until  then.  I am  tied  up  on  April 
25,  free  otherwise  and  would  love  to  see  you  any  time  that  is 
convenient  for  you.  Bring  i rgaret,  come  for  lunch,  and  ve'll 
eat  from  the  dishes  that  Teacher  gave  me. 

he'll  talk  mainly  about  Teacher,  but  also  about 
Thomas  Volf a.  I loved  Look  Homeward  Angel,  but  I got  tired 
or  the  sameness  and  the  chaos  in  the  later  books,  y brother 
still  tries  to  argue  me  down  on  this— he  reread  the  later 
books  only  a few  years  ago,  which  is  more  than  I have  one. 

Palm  warblers  and  thrushes  going  through  make  us 
restless  an*  a flock  of  geese  waked  us  three  mornings  ago. 

V. e have  developed  a migratory  instinct  of  our  own. 

Yours, 


li.1  F If  th  St.,  Garden  City,  hew  vork. 
April  17,  1957 


Dear  I-. r . Fisher: 


I think  Mss  Keller  understood 
your  first  letter,  but  at  your  request  she  ha3 
given  the  latter  careful  reconsideration  and  her 
decision  remains  the  3ame.  Believe  tco,  It  was  not 
easy  for  her  to  make,  especially  since  it  involves 
a g.rsat  magazine  which  has  done  and  is  doing  so 
much  for  the  handicapped  and  has  always  been  so 
kind  and  generous  to  her  personally.  She  is  not 
young  any  longer  and  there  are  a ^ew  projects 
upon  which  she  wishes  to  concentrate  her  strength 
and  influence  during  the  remaining  years.  One  is 
her  work  for  the  deaf-blind,  a sadly  neglected 
group,  and  there  are  others,  She  recognizes  that 
she  may  be  wrong  in  her  decision,  but  It  is  hers 
and  I feel  That  we  have  no  choice  bm  to  accept  it. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


( ella  r'raddy  Kenney) 


. r.  Sterling  Fisher 
The  Rearer’s  Digest 
ileasantville 
Itew  York 


Ill  ~lfth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  24,  1957 


Dear  ’ ic9  Xacy  , 


relen’s  ■finance:'  seem  to 
be  in  charge  of  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind.  Folly  knows  -very  little  about  it 
tu.  she  think 8 ■ r . rllgman,  r,  llepler.  or 
Robert  arnett  (in  fhis  order)  might  be  the 
ones  to  approach.  Two  years  ago  I bad  long 
conferences  with  r.  James  Adams,  aftcr  which 
he _ reorganized  the  whole  financial  set-up 
and^  since  then  folly  assures  me  that  she 
feexs  they  are  quite  edeouately  taken  care  of 
(she  repeated  this  again  last  night),  though 
of  course  an  increase  In  income  would  still 
be  welcome.  It  is  good  of  you  to  be  interested. 

sincerely  yours, 


iss  Gertrude  acy 
atharlne  Cornell  Productions  Inc. 
1270  Sixth  Ave. 

New  York  City,  N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
May  1,  1957 


Dear  Mr.  St roman: 


. , . *our  letter  of  April  17  asking  Mira 

Jelen  Keller  to  furnish  you  with  a Bpe^ct  of  hero 
Is  one  of  a great  number  that,  she  has  not  found  time 
to  answer  firing  the  roc'nt  busy  weeks  preparation 
for  J tour  In  behalf  of  the  bUw!  o'  tt  - scKntlnavUn 
countries.  rjnder  the  circuioet  ances  she  will  not  he 
able  t0  comply  with  your  request.  I am  sorry. 


Very  truly  yours, 


(vrs.  Nella  Brsddy  Kenney,  fit.torn 
for  Helen  Keller) 


Mr.  James  K . St rowan 
Box  3024 
Oklahoma  City  5 
Oklahoma 


Ill  Fifth  St.  f O'-rden  City,  New  York 
May  3,  1957 


Dear  Mss  Hamilton: 


>.1bb  Helen  teller  and  Miss 
oily  '’hoir.son  have  asked  tae  to  convey  to  you 
Uelr  full  and  enthusiastic  coneent  to  the 
, me  of  '•  T •.  ■ •••  CO  • f at  :.o 

pro  Trir.  vl  + h .1  N IN  H H SIC  ^5  in 

Norvay  and  "voder  or-  elsewhere  during  the 
rer.ip.lr.der  of  the  year  1957.  It'  " * ■*¥  uore 
formrl  authorlzftt Ion  in  needed,  plerae  let  o 
knov  and  I will  furnish  It.  :.y  ad  dross  *f + er 
Konday  the  5th  will  be  Pno'ville,  hew  • ac  j n’.  Ire. 
Telephone  F.  1 c k o ry  7 - 2f-:>7 . 

"lncerf-ly  yours, 


'ell  a Bre.ddy  '-snr.ey 
ttorney  for  Helen  Keller 


i.i a s isancy  Hamilton 
ill  rnst  51  St. 

New  York  City 

N.Y. 


foss  tit.,  Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
May  10,  1957 


Dearest  Polly, 


Veil , here  we  are  and  everything  is 
wonderful,  Including  the  weather  which  has  been 
perfect.  We  haven't  been  down  the  hill  to  get  the 
rcsll,  but  I have  talked  with  ^ancy  and  she  says  you 
got  off  In  fine  style  and  that  a lovely  picture  of 
Helen  and  Kit  appeared  in  nearly  all  the  papers.  If 
the  Times  has  It  I will  clip  it.  and  send  it  to  you. 

And  I haven't  forgotten  that  I am  to  clip  other 
things  for  you.  I thought  Alger  Hiss's  book  would 
cause  a great  stir,  but  apparently  very  little  in  it 
is  new.  The  reviews  I have  seen  thus  far  have  been 
very  dull,  but  Sunday's  T lmes  may  have  something  worth 
forwarding. 


Nancy  is  still  busy  with  negotiations  to 
add  THT  MIRACLE  WORKER  to  the  Documentary  and  hoping 
that  they  can  be  completed  in  time.  There  is  still 
much  talk  in  Hollywood  about  making  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 
into  a movie.  Nothing  definite  yet,  but  Bill  will 
keep  me  in  touch  and  I will  pass  it  all  on  to  you. 

Poor  Clyde  cried  when  he  saw  us  and 
we  were  ready  to  cry  too,  we  were  so  glad  to  be  here. 
He  has  himself  in  hand  and  is  working  hard. 

The  book  on  Dr.  Howe  is  a mammoth 
scholarly  work  and  I am  having  to  limit  the  amount 
of  time  I spend  on  it, — eyes  still  not  quite  normal. 
Thus  far  I think  it  is  very  good  indeed,  he  lets  the 
fair  Julia  condemn  herself  in  her  own  words  and 
actions — much  better  than  doing  it  himself.  Mr. 

Axelrad  is  an  honest  man  and  he  gives  Dr.  Howe's 
faults  (which  were  many)  as  well  as  his  virtues 
(which  were  more). 

I hope,  as  always,  that  you  and 
Helen  are  not  killing  yourselves  and  that  you  are 
enjoying  the  trip.  We  planted  roses  yesterday  ar;^ 
hope  that  they  will  be  in  bloom  for  you  when  you 
reach  the  hill.  Keith  Joins  me  in  sending  love  and 
longing. 


Always  and  always, 


N 


Kay  10.  1957 


hear  Ken, 


I -ant  to  writ#  you  before  now,  but  cloning 
ona  house  and  orening  another  haa  not  left  me  much  time 
for  anything  elsu.  I'  like  to  make  my  position  as  clear 
as  I can  and  determine  how  far  we  are  in  agreement. 

You  know  already  why  ill  Gibson  wanted  to  make 
a new  and  retroactive  contract  for  TH E MIRACLE  'WORKER. 
That  would  have  been  pi— —at  for  me,  but  at  the  moment 
other  and  more  im;or*ant  factor®  are  involved.  If  I felt 
that  Helen  had  been  short-changed  I would  put  them  asl^e 
an«  would  not  only  agree  to  the  new  contract,  I would 
insist  upon  it,  but  thanks  to  ill  I do  not  think  she  was 
Helen  is  not  lenient  with  the  failings  of  eople  who  see 
and  hear  and  if  she  knew  about  this  it  would  cause 
lrre.  arable  damage  to  her  relationship  with  her  publisher 
3ho  and  oily  have  enjoyed  their  contact  with  you  and 
have  confidence  in  you:  I want  this  to  continue.  It  is 
not  my  habit  to  keep  things  from  her,  but  It  la  also 
not  my  habit  to  tell  her  things  that  will  upset  her  and 
serve  no  other  purpose.  3he  will  not  know  about  this 
If  I can  help  It. 

Hill  and  Nancy  Hamilton  (with  whom  I talked 
afterward)  finally  agreed  that  the  contract  fdr  the  TV 
presentation  of  7H'  MIRACLE  ORKF.P  was  water  under  the 
bridge  and  beat  left  alone,  but  if  a movie  should 
develop  a new  contract  will  be  drawn  in  which  Helen  and 
I will  share  in  oarned  mon«y  on  a straight  commercial 
basis. 


I realize  that  we  have  only  limited  control 
of  the  material.  Helen  has  toll  her  story  thousands  of 
Mtr.es,  hut  my  book  is  a little  different.  It  is  the 
unique  source  of  much  of  t e information  on  J rs.  acy's 
life.  She  never  told  that  etory  to  anyone  else.  Insofar 
as  } elen  and  I do  have  control  we  feel  committed  to 
at;  arlne  Cornell  and  Nancy  Hamilton  on  the  one  hand  and 
T°  ill  Gibson  on  the  other.  I do  not  think  anything 
should  be  done  without  consultation  a ong  is  all.  e 
Have  the  earn  basic  interests:  we  want  to  achieve  high 
artistic  merit  and  if  possible  make  lots  of  money  in  the 
rocess.  y "we"  1 mean  you  ( noubleday * s) , at  arine 
Cornell  and  Nancy  Hamilton,  ill  Gibson,  and  elen  and 
lolly  and  me.  Among  us  we  would  be  able  to  evaluate 
any  proposition  that  came  up  and  could  repudiate  it  at 
the  source  as  we  did  with  ESTHER  C03T "IJ/0  or  aid  and 
abet  it  aa  we  lid  with  Nancy's  focuaeninry  and  TIE 


I~:ACL~  VOr"  FIR.  I ancy  and  Pill  have  shown  what  they  can 
do  an’  they  can  be  trialed  absolutely,  even  to  the 
olnt  of  generosity  towards  other  lane  In  the  future 
that  might  hold  great  promise.  This  goes  for  atharine 
Cornell  also. 

Your  Intercom  needs  tinkering.  To  sell  rights  In 
July  and  give  them  away  in  December  la  to  say  the  least 
very  disconcerting.  I think  you  will  find  that  the  July 
deal  was  a “ISO  egg  that  never  hatched.  I hope  that  ; elen 
nnd  oily  never  re  ember  it  again.  If  they  do  and  as  me 
about  It,  I'll  do  the  best  I can,  but  It  robably  won't 
be  much  «nd  fhe  egg  may  have  to  go  back  to  your  neat. 

I think  t!  la  la  all,  except  to  add  that  If  through 
carelessness  or  for  any  other  avoidable  reason  anything 
develops  tkxixiax ix  at  oubleday's  or  elsewhere  that  I 
feel  is  Injurious  to  Helen  I Intend  to  raise  all  the  hell 
I can  with  all  the  help  I * an  get. 

No,  there  Is  one  ::,ore  thing.  I do  truly  hope  that 
you  have  a pleasant  summer. 


J 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire,  Nay  1A,  19F7 


Dearest  Folly, 


As  I told  you  the  Hiss  book  seems  to  be  very 
disappointing,  but  I still  think  you  will  want  to  see  the 
review.  Keith  and  I fo'ind  the  review  of  the  mushroom  book 
perfectly  fascinating.  The  whole  subject  is  getting  a lot 
of  attention  with  articles  in  some  of  the  big  popular 
magazines  like  Llf e . News  seems  to  me  scarce  except  for 
further  revelations  on  crooks  like  Beck,  Lanza,  and  Hodges, 
but  it  may  be  because  I am  still  not  reading  very  much.  I 
agreed  completely  with  what  the  Post  said  about  McCarthy. 

The  drought  here  which  frightened  us  because 
of  the  fire  hazard  has  broken  and  everything  is  growing 
apace--whlte  lilac's  coming  into  bloom.  I know  Arcan  Hldge 
must  be  beautiful  and  I am  sorry  you  and  Helen  are  missing  it. 

We've  had  no  company  except  workmen.  Three  white- 
crowned  sparrows  stopped  by  for  an  afternoon  and  we  let  everything 
else  go  while  we  entertained  ourselves  with  them.  They  nest  far 
north  of  here  and  we  don't  often  see  them. 

There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  Clyde's 
brother  was  murdered,  but  the  prosecution  is  not  vigorous. 

Nobody  1 8 much  interested  and  the  State  doesn't  want  to  go 
to  the  expense  of  a trial.  The  two  men  who  were  with  him  live 
in  Maine  and  there  would  have  to  be  extradition — I am  glad  they 
were  not  local  citizens. 

We  have  no  plans  for  going  back  to  Garden  City 
any  time  soon  and  I think  I won't  go  at  all,  but  spend  the 
time  with  the  Conants  in  Marlboro. 

CBS  intends  to  repeat  r:  r,  ■-  1 r c ' o ■ o r on 
a summer  series  called  The  Best  of  Playhouse  90.  Payment  will 
be  the  same  as  the  first  time,  but  if  in  the  meanwhile  plans 
, for  the  movie  take  form  this  will  be  deferred. 

I never  did  see  the  picture  of  Helen  and  Kit 
taken  at  the  airport — perhaps  Mrs.  Davidson  has  sent  it  to  you. 


Much,  much  love,  as  always, 


r\i 


i ay  16,  1957 


Dearest  Nancy , 


V. ho  knows  better  than  I the  unselfishness 
of  yours  and  Kit  s devotion  to  Helen  and  all  that 
concerns  her?  Your  names  did  make  good  ballast,  but  I 
had  other  things  In  mind.  You  remember  that  we'once 
talked  about  a play  for  Kit— that  Is  still  by  no  means 
out  or  the  reelm  of  possibility.  And  you  remember  that 
we  worked  together  to  keep  Erika  Anderson  off  the 
reservation  and  thereby  ended  up  with  a film  of  great, 
truth  and  beauty.  We  wanted  it  to  make  money  (though 
not  for  us)  and  it  is  doing  it.  We  would  all  want  the 
play  to  make  money,  also  any  movie  that  might  come 
out  of  The  Miracle  Worker. 

Ken  was  culpable  on  two  counts:  1) 
selling  the  rights  blind  last  July  and  letting  them 
go  for  nothing  last  December.  It  was  the  mercy  of 
heaven  that  he  was  dealing  with  Bill  Gibson  and  not 
some  one  else.  Then  in  February,  to  put  the  frosting 
on  the  cake,  Ken  wrote  to  ask  me  if  I had  ever 
commited  myself  to  anybody  on  the  rights  to  Anne 
Sullivan  Macyi  I don't  want  any  of  these  things  to 
happen  again.  I have  another  little  matter  to 
straighten  out  with  him  and  when  that  is  done  I'll 
spell  out  to  him  in  simple  terms  exactly  where  you  and 
Kit  stand. 


I have  long  thought  of  you  both  as  two 
great  towers  of  strength  to  whom  I could  turn  at  any 
time,  day  or  night,  and  I have  never  been  unmindful  or 
unappreciative  of  your  thoughtfulness  of  me. 


With  my  love, 


May  17,  1957 


Dear  Bill, 


After  I mailed  my  letter  yesterday 
I realized  that  I still  had  my  hands  In  your 
pockets  when  they  should  have  been  In  some- 
body else's.  Delete  what  I said  about 
financial  arrangements  on  the  movie,  etc. 
and  substitute  that  there  will  be  a "hole 
new  deal.  Think  hard  before  you  meddle  with 
the  status  quo  on  the  rest  of  It. 


‘••ay  17,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Seide, 


nnf  . , . * °Pe  you  nave  had  time  to 

♦KUr4bf**t5  ? llttle-  I haven't  heard 

SrJSTiW'.t'i  then  1 haven,t  expected 
1 <"ow  that  you  will  let  me  know  if 
anything  extraordinary  turns  up,  whether  it 
is  good  or  bad. 


..  Polly  speak  to  you  about 

sen  ing  me  those  letters  of  John  Kacy's?  I 
know  she  meant  to.  If  she  didn’t  and  you  know 
where  they  are  I wonder  if  you  would  mind 
sending  them  on  to  me  here. 


+ mi  ^ Jh/ery thing  is  beautiful  on 
the  hill — daffodils  in  bloom  and  lilacs 
coming  out,  but  the  thermometer  went  down  to 
30  xast  night  and  the  furnace  is  going  full- 
tilt  this  morning. 


, „ it.-  all  good  wishes  t.o  you 

and  i-  r . 'eide  for  a happy  summer  I am 


Ever  sincerely  yours, 


inowvlll© , New  ampahlre 
Way  19,  1957 


'earest  Folly, 


as  a movie  began  tl  take  form  one  fhet  l,'’^'?  TKE  W^CLE  WORKER 
gaudy  lot  of  money  for  os  a™'  w ttere  if  have  £rouSht  ln  * 

It  might  get  out  It  control  c^eneS  t^  EUl^frV^ 

not  to  go  along  with  It.  Another  moving,  .of. 

finanelai  aspects,  but  mo^e  hopeful  otherwise  iq  in  o',hr  . 

LlTTltl  K?f'C9r  J3 ' ""W ^terestTn  ^knl  i p HvTt  IT 

good  about  keeping  me  ln  touch  and  I'will  pass  on  everythin*  to  7 
you,  saving  the  details  till  I see  you.  everything  to 

u,oarnA.  . . .Yo"  will  be  disappointed  to  know  that  I have  been 

isappointed  ln  the  Axelrad  book.  If  he  had  stuck  to  nr  HnVo  i , , 

have  been  all  right,  but  he  seemed  to  think  he  fad  ?o  f 

0 tew  England,  of  the  Greek  Revolution  and  the  turmoil  in  Furore  ^ 
“ ° changes  and  political  dei.loZiie1?„E?”Pe' 

loaf  nr  j * as  *exx  as  °f  all  the  reform  movements.  Sometimes  h e 
ost  Dr.  ! owe  completely  and  Laura  comes  through  in  bits  and  

pieces . I have  only  the  first  two  thirds  of  the  Ms  (the  rest  wi 1 1 

thicker  than  the^/a^tf’5'  Ti*  ^ 400  pages  lon6*  whlch  makee^lt 
9Sn ?!  thf  the  Manhattan  telephone  book,  and  there  are  at  least 

“?e  ti  de  JRS  b;en  Jl,at  afco'Jt  a11  tha  wading  I hlte  been 

And  li  thJrf1?  1 I*.6!*?  h«>-a— eyes  still  not  normal,  but  improving 
And  to  think  he  wanted  Helen  to  read  lt£  It  is  all  a 

titia  hi  hff  h?"e  S?  lm'rense  amount  of  work'and'inaofar  as  I cfn  ’ 

SXSi!  af  u ftlfda?8  Pl8ht’  bUt  1 thlnk  "°  Fubllaher  accept 


is 


He 


nnu  ft*  +C1?df. 8tfyB  P0rfec^ly  sober  and  comes  every  day. 
*rlef  strirkon  £f  hl?  .lm*edlate  family  and  he  looks  old  and 
ftryfto  ^raorl®1^ay  is  going  to  be  very  hard  on  him  and  we' 

to  Lw  York  oon  aftQ™arda  I«ith  will  probably  go 

lew  York.  I 11  stay  in  Marlboro  with  the  Conants. 


11 


sake,  especially ^ine’.  pleaS*  ^ ^ °f  yourselve8  for  everybody's 


Love  always  and  always, 


l-t 


May  20,  1957 


Dear  Judge  Braude: 

Since  Mirs  Helen  Keller  is  now  in 
the  Scandinavian  countries  on  a tour  in  behalf  of 
the  blind  your  letter  of  May  13  has  been  referred 
to  me.  The  two  quotations  you  send  sound  like  her, 
but  I do  not  remember  where  they  came  from  and  of 
course  I cannot  give  you  permission  to  use  them 
unless  I have  the  sources.  If  you  can  supply  these 
I will  sign  as  you  wish. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Judge  Jacob  M.  Braude 
199  Bast  Lake  Shore  Drive 
Chicago  11 
Illinois 


May  21,  1957 


Deareat  Polly, 


You  can  see  from  the  Inclosed  that 
t e limes  reviewer  thought  more  highly  of  Betsey 
Barton*  s book  t.  an  I did.  I do  think  highly  of 
Betsey  herself--she  has  been  courageous  and  useful, 
but  I still  don't  think  too  much  of  the  book.  :he 
advertisement  pretty  well  gives  the  general  reaction 
to  the  Hiss  book.  I'd  like  to  know  what  the  Grummons 
think  of  It,  since  they  knew  the  Hisses. 

^he  headlines  seem  mainly  to  be 
concerned  with  the  wrangle  over  the  budget  and 
with  further  revelations  of  crookedness  in  t>a  unions 
and  graft  In  various  places,  all  very  messy  and 
degrading.  I hope  that  you  and  Helen  are  in  a cleaner 
atmosphere  and  that  you  are  finding  at  least  a little 
time  to  enjoy  yourselves  and  that  you  are  not  working 
yourselves  to  death. 

Our  love  you  have,  but  here  It  is  again, 

M b h' 


) 


I, 


\ 

i 

1 V 


Kay  23,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Ellis: 


It  would  be  very  nice  If  Doubleday's 
were  to  renew  the  copyright  on  WE  BEREAVED.  Leslie 
Fulenwider  committed  suicide  In  the  late  1920's  or 
early  1930's,  leaving  his  affairs  in  such  a tangle 
that  it  was  all  but  impossible  to  straighten  them 
out.  We  had  a good  bit.  of  correspondence  with  his 
widow,  but  she  didn't  know  any  more  than  we  did.  Leslie 
was  not  really  a publisher,  but  a dabbler  in  various 
projects,  including  a syndicate.  His  idea  was  to 
distribute  . E BEREAVED  through  funeral  parlors,  but  I 
don't  think  he  got  far  with  it.  Later  it  was  reprinted 
under  a title  not  so  lugubrious  as  the  first.  I* don't 
remember  it,  but.  Miss  Helga  Lende  at  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  could  give  it.  to  you.  I 
hope  you  are  finding  enough  material  for  a more  than 
acceptable  book.  I look  forward  to  the  manuscript. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Miss  Barbara  Ellis 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22,  N.Y. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire,  . vy  2b  , 1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Seide, 

1 any  thanks  for  the  John  Kacy  letters.  Polly 
made  a note  to  speak  to  you  about  them,  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  get-off  flurry  this  lime  was  worse  than  usual,  what 
with  elen's  tooth  and  that  last-minute  hat*  It  alarms  me 
a little  that  you  have  not  heard  from  ^olly . I have  been 
very  worried  about  her  for  a long  time. 

I knew  that  someone  went  with  them,  but  I 
didn't  know  who  it  was.  Miss  ^egnier  sounds  like  a good  and 
responsible  person  and  I do  pray  that  she  and  Folly  will  be 
compatible.  It  will  be  a relief  when  they  are  all  back  again. 

It  is  good  news  that  all  goes  well  at  Arcan 
Ridge  and  with  the  new  coat  of  paint  the  place  ought  to  look 
especially  fresh  and  attractive  for  them. 

We've  had  some  bad  weather,  first  drought  and 
then  rain,  but  today  is  beautiful  with  a high  whistling  wind, 
snow  still  on  the  mountains,  lilacs  blooming — I wish  you  could 
be  here  to  help  us  enjoy  it. 

Affect ional ely , 


Mrs.  Evelyn  field e 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  West  16  3 t . 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
Kay  27,  1957 


nearest  Polly, 


You  an^  Helen  will  be  as  interested  as  I was 
m tnis  announcement  of  Judy  Grunirnon' s engagement — or  maybe 
you  already  knew  about  it.  The  young  man  sounds  most 
acceptable,  but  I shouldn't  be  surprised  if  he  was  not 
the  renson  why  Sandra  was  moving  heaven  and  earth  to 
get  Judy  off  with  you. 

We  are  leaving  here  on  May  31  to  be  gone  a 
week,  Keith  to  Garden  City,  I to  Marlboro  to  stay  with 
the  Conants.  Our  vegetable  and  flovrer  gardens  are  planted, 
peonies  and  painted  daisies  and  a lot.  of  other  things  are 
in  bloom,  and  we  expect  to  see  a riot  of  color  when  we  get 
back  if  the  chipmunks  and  woodchucks  will  only  leave  things 
alone. 


No  new's  to  speak  of.  Alex  McKenzie  spent  a 
night  with  us  this  week  on  his  way  back  from  a reunion  at 
the  foot  of  Mt , Washington  of  the  boys  who  used  to  work  in 
the  American  Mountain  Climbing  huts  in  the  Presidential 
range.  Otherwise  we  have  had  no  company  and  are  leading  very 
quiet  and  peaceful  lives. 

Time  is  passing  quickly.  It  can't  go  by  too 
fast  for  me.  I long  to  have  you  both  back  home  again. 


Love  always, 


Snowvllle,  New  -'ampehire,  Kay  28,  1957 


A 


Nearest  Helen, 


ere  at  last  are  some  selections  from  Thomas  Yolfe. 

They  all  come  from  a novel  of  his  called  THE  WEB  AN  D THE  ROCK. 

The  Rock  Is  Manhattan  Island,  The  Web  Is  made  up  of  the  complications 
and  difficulties,  the  Joys  and  sorrows,  and  the  big  and  little 
experiences  that  our  hero  encounters  from  his  early  childhood  In 
North  Carolina  on  through  his  young  manhood  In  New  York  City  and 
later  in  Europe.  The  plot  matters  very  little.  The  hero,,  no  matter 
by  what  name  he  is  called,  Is  always  Thomas  Wolfe  and  the  story  Is 
always  that  of  a gifted  and  sensitive  young  man  In  search  of  himself 
and  his  place  In  the  world. 

In  E WEB  AND  T:!E  ROCK  he  Is  George  Webber,  nicknamed 
Monk  In  his  childhood  because  of  his  huge  physique  and  physical 
prowess.  Like  Thomas  Wolfe  he  was  born  in  a small  town  in  North 
Carolina,  Libya  Hill  in  the  book,  Ashville  in  reality.  North 
Carolina  is  referred  to  as  Old  Catawba.  He  goes  to  Pine  Rock 
College  in  his  native  state,  the  name  Fine  Rock  being  a thin 
disguise  for  Chapel  Fill  which  is  the  site  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  ^rom  here  he  goes  to  New  York  where  he  begins 
writing  and  falls  in  love  with  a young  Jewish  stage  designed, 

Mrs.  Esther  Jack  (in  life  Mrs.  Aline  Eernsteln  who  was  a stage 
designer).  qince  Mrs,  Jack  meets  life  with  an  intensity  almost 
comparable  with  that  of  Wolfe  (and  his  at  times  was  almost 
unbearable, eren  to  himself)  the  affair  is  doomed,  though  while 
it  lasts  each  gives  much  to  the  other.  They  finally  separate  in 
an  agonized  parturition.  Mrs.  Jack  remains  in  New  York.  Monk  goes 
to  Europe  and  the  last  glimrse  we  have  of  him  is  in  a hospital 
in  Munich  after  a drunken  brawl  in  a beer  garden.  He  is  remembering 
his  happy  childhood  in  Old  Catawba  and  realizing  that  he  can  never 
go  back  to  it.  The  last  words  in  the  book  (which  were  used  as  the 
title  of  another  book  of  Wolfe's)  were  "You  can't  go  home  again." 

Now  first  a few  estimates  of  this  novel  and  of 
>olfe  and  then  to  the  excerpts: 
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Clifton  Fadiman  said: 
in  his  generation  had  hi 
■ Is  energy." 


"Wolfe  wrote  as  one  Inspired.  Ko 
s command  of  language,  his  passlo, 


one 


writ,  ten  "passage0^  ter  F**  f*Wt 

memorize;  no  novelist  sincA^nn^  o 70u  want  to  re^d  aloud,  to 

V.olfe  has  illuminated  a secUoS  of  “1?^  Varbf1  ^ctivenes 

novelists  but  SMym  Doatoievskl  and  .Tov,  i rCe  ”nlch  no  other 
searchingly  . " 5 and  Joyce  have  explored  more 


s, 


me  reviewer  In  the  Herald  Tribune  aa^x.  ... 
the  most  brilliant  of  them "al  f — u Ll  ld  ' He  was  one  of 

he  died  so  soon."'  6 Iin98  of  his  face.  It  is  tragic  that 


much  under  thrLfluSn^e ’of ^olfe?  During^hi^^L01^011  WaS 
in8Irilttle  v o 1 u m e r o u gh t ^ o u t ° b v ^ t h ^ Gq Wf ^ ° ^ were published6 

s --  - - »ty  p- 


very 


of  course 


» o^unburied^aire^nd^vlnes^8 

Hung*  now  gnarled  snd  ^r‘olsted»  31  aircases  colled,  oak  doors 
..  .rig.  now  gnarled  and  hewn,  outsprawied  r°nk 

Massive,  bulging  its  bed,  this  house?  built  o^’of  the  hive 

And  the  hand,  waits.  Here  with  a common  key 

A door  ^roofed 'in  ^ far  in  hls  ^Ight , unlocks 

Stone  Sit*  v d fe<3’  n0W  hR  hears  the  live 

tone  wake,  the  timber  wake  in  its  root,  the  old  river  wake 

ArJ  heardflSSh  °f  WaU  and  floor»  and  hidden  clocks 

^*ithafinBerqdqi«S8  hlS  br°|h  ’ ani  eats  his  bread,  and  is  healed 
1T c lingers  seen  on  a sill.  Look,  the  wheel 

°^Afterhleaf Gdies : °thl’  hoS^.*1”*  rl3eS>  TO°nS  faU’  a"d  laaf 

R1TH8alJft!he  r°Ck’  if  quake^0S8»  and  outlives  storms  and  states, 
ibis  house,  raw,  old,  live,  dug  in  the  common  acre, 

This  house  waits." 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  WEB  AND  THE  ROCK  BY  THOMAS  WOLFE 


I.  This  is  the  way  the  city  apr eared  to  George  Webber  when  he 
was  a little  boy  in  Ash^ille  and  had  never  seen  it: 

(p.  91-94) 

II.  Snow  North  and  South  (pp.  139-140): 

III.  This  describes  a walk  in  the  mountains  above  Ashville  in 
the  winter  when  George  was  15  years  old.  His  co  ipanlon  is  his 
uncle^who  always  turned  to  the  mountains  when  life  at  home 
became  too  much  for  him:  (pp.  157-l60)X 

IV.  l'is  first  train  ride  was  one  of  the  most  memorable  experiences 
of  Wolfe' 8 life  and  he  described  it  over  and  over.  Here  George 
Webber  and  other  Pine  Rock  students  are  on  their  way  to  play  a 
football  game  with  the  college  in  Richmond,  (pp.  181-184) 

V.  Another  train  ride,  ending  in  New  York:  (pp.  219-224) 

VI.  What  a young  man  wants :(pp.  228-232) 

VII.  rrhomas  Wolfe,  alias  George  Webber,  alias  honk,  begins  to 
write:  (pp.  261-263) 

VIII.  Alone  and  writing:  (pp.  273-278) 

IX.  Back  to  New  York  after  a brief  trip  to  Europe:  (pp.  315-316) 

X.  Description  of  the  East  Side  which  he  came  to  know  through 

trips  with  Mrs.  Jack  who  was  working  there  with  a little 

theater  reminiscent  of  Eva  Le  Galllenne's  project:  (pp.  322-325) 

XI.  His  25th  birthday  and  Esther  Jack  is  coming  to  meet  him  on 
the  steps  of  the  New  York  Public  Library,  (pp.  346-349) 

XII.  Description  of  Mrs.  Jack:  (pp.  377-380) 

XIII.  Esther  describes  her  New  York  to  an  imperceptive  Mr. 

Brand ell:  (pp.  421-423) 

XIV.  New  York  in  April,  George  Webber  in  love:  (pp.  447-449) 

XV.  Smells  in  cities:  (pp.  651-652) 


Helen,  these  are  only  small  samples,  but  they  are  very 
characteristic  of  Wolfe.  There  will  be  more  to  come  if  you 
want  them. 

More  love  than  I can  say,  Nella 


I 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire,  May  28,  1957 

* v'A  (1) 


Dearest  Helen, 

Here  at  last  are  some  selections  from  Thomas  Wolfe 
They  all  come  from  a novel  of  his  called  THE  WEB  AND  THE  ROCK 
The  Rock  is  Manhattan  Island.  The  Web  is  made  up  of  the  complications 
and  difficulties,  the  Joys  and  sorrows,  and  the  big  and  little 
experiences  that  our  hero  encounters  from  his  earlj  childhood  in 
North  Carolina  on  through  his  young  manhood  in  New  York  City  and 
later  in  Europe.  The  plot  matters  very  little.  The  hero!  no  matter 
by  what  name  he  is  called,  is  always  Thomas  Wolfe  and  tne  story  is 
always  that  of  a gifted  and  sensitive  young  man  in  search  of  himself 
and  his  place  in  the  world. 

In  THE  WEB  AND  THE  ROCK  he  is  George  Webber,  nicknamed 
Monk  in  his  childhood  because  of  his  huge  physique  and  physical 
prowess.  Like  Thomas  Wolfe  he  was  born  in  a small  town  in  North 
Carolina,  Libya  Hill  in  the  book,  Ashvllle  in  reality.  North 
Carolina  is  referred  to  as  Old  Catawba.  He  goes  to  Pine  Rock 
College  in  his  native  state,  the  name  Pine  Rock  being  a thin 
disguise  for  Chapel  Hill  which  is  the  site  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina.  From  here  he  goes  to  New  York  where  he  begins 
writing  and  falls  in  love  with  a young  Jewish  stage  designet*, 

Mrs.  Esther  Jack  (in  life  Mrs.  Aline  Bernstein  who  was  a stage 
designer).  Since  Mrs.  Jack  meets  life  with  an  intensity  almost 
comparable  with  that  of  Wolfe  (and  his  at  times  was  almost 
unbearable , even  to  himself)  the  affair  is  doomed,  though  while 
it  lasts  each  gives  much  to  the  other.  They  finally  separate  in 
an  agonized  parturition.  Mrs.  Jack  remains  in  New  York.  Monk  goes 
to  Europe  and  the  last  glimpse  we  have  of  him  is  in  a hospital 
in  Munich  after  a drunken  brawl  in  a beer  garden.  He  is  remembering 
his  happy  childhood  in  Old  Catawba  and  realizing  that  he  can  never 
go  back  to  it.  The  last  words  in  the  book  (which  were  used  as  the 
title  of  another  book  of  Wolfe's)  were  "You  can't  go  home  again." 

Now  first  a few  estimates  of  this  novel  and  of 
Wolfe  and  then  to  the  excerpts: 


tr ' 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  WEB  AND  THE  ROCK  BY  THOMAS  WOLFE 


I.  This  Is  the  way  the  city  appeared  to  George  Webber  when  he 
was  a little  boy  in  Ashville  and  had  never  seen  it: 

(p.  91-94) 

II.  Snow  North  and  South  (pp.  139-140): 


III.  This  describes  a walk  in  the  mountains  above  Ashville  in 
the  winter  when  George  was  15  years  old.  His  companion  is  his 
uncle*  who  always  turned  to  the  mountains  when  life  at  home 
became  too  much  for  him:  (pp.  157-l60)X 

IV.  His  first  train  ride  was  one  of  the  most  memorable  experiences 
of  Wolfe's  life  and  he  described  it  over  and  over.  Here  George 
Webber  and  other  Pine  Rock  students  are  on  their  way  to  play  a 
football  game  with  the  college  in  Richmond,  (pp.  181-184) 

V.  Another  train  ride,  ending  in  New  York:  (np.  219-224) 
y VI.  What  a young  man  wants: (pp.  228-232) 


VII.  Thomas  Wolfe,  alias  George  Webber, 
write:  (pp.  261-263) 

VIII.  Alone  and  writing:  (pp.  273-278) 


alias 


onk,  begins  to 


Back  to  New  York  after  a brief  trip  to  Europe:  (pp.  315-316) 


X.  Description  of  the  East  Side  which  he  came  to  know  through 
trips  there  with  Mrs.  Jack  who  was  working  there  with  a little 
theater  reminiscent  of  Eva  Le  Gallienne's  project:  (pp.  322-325) 


XI.  His  25th  birthday  and  Esther  Jack  is  coming  to  meet  him  on 
the  steps  of  the  New  York  Public  Library,  (pp.  346-349) 

XII.  Description  of  Mrs.  Jack:  (pp.  377-380) 

XIII.  Esther  describes  her  New  York  to  an  imperceptive  Mr. 
Brandell:  (pp.  421-423) 

XIV.  New  York  in  April,  George  Webber  in  love:  (pp.  447-449) 


XV.  Smells  in  cities:  (pp.  651-652) 


Helen,  these  are  only  small  samples,  but  they  are  very 
characteristic  of  Wolfe.  There  will  be  more  to  come  if  you 
want  them. 

More  love  than  I can  say , Nella 


2 


Clifton  Fadiman  said: 
in  his  generation  had  hi 
his  energy." 


"Wolfe  wrote  as  one  inspired.  No  one 
s command  of  language,  his  passion” 


-ntSSILSS'Sti?  to 

Wolfe  his  illuminated  Tse^ioJTof  experienc^M  Vf  ^ f' ^Veness * • * 

searchingly *?"  *****  D°Stole-^  «*  4ce  have  e^ed^re 

The  reviewer  in  the  Herald  Tribune  said:  "He  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  of  them  all . 'HThSl  an  enormous  apatite 
°+  lfe-  and  a deep  sensitivity  which  showed  alike  in  his 
he  d“el  sS  soS„!"e  d9llcate  lln”  °f  bis  face.  It  is  tragic  that 

much  very 

a series  of  poems  Elegies  to  Tom  Wolfe" which  were  published 

in  jQiott^ew!'°lume  fought  out  by  the  Oxford  University  Press 
in  1948  I will  quote  from  the  last  one.  The  "house"  of  course 
is  the  body  of  Wolfe’s  work:  u se 

URa?«ne  th?v,rl*er'  deep’  rank  as  the  taproot,  live,  big, 

Loose,  the  house  is  built:  dug  in  the  common  acre  6 

WerelT^  dd;sk°wellf d » great  stones  out  of  the  hills  unleagued 
Were  laid  in  the  cries  of  unburied  hairs  and  vines, 

ThWaif?s^Sth  nklth  and  kin  were  felled  and  logged  into  quakeless 
Walls,  the  floors  were  wed,  the  rafters,  spines 

And  ribs  of  the  roofs,  upholsted,  staircases' coiled , oak  doors 
Hung:  now  gnarled  and  hewn,  outsprawled,  rank, 

Massive,  bulging  its  bed,  this  house,  built  out  of  the  hive 
Ana  the  hand,  waits.  Here  with  a common  key 
The  homefarer  sick  on  a lost  road  far  in  his  midnight,  unlocks 
A door:  roofed  in  and  fed,  now  he  hears  the  live 
Stone  wake,  the  timber  wake  in  its  root,  the  old  river  wake 
In  the  flesh  of  wall  and  floor,  and  hidden  clocks 
Are  heard. . . 

Tha  ller  brinks  his  broth,  and  eats  his  bread,  and  is  healed 

With  fingers  seen  on  a sill.  Look,  the  wheel 
Of  weathers  comes  over,  a black  wind  rises,  moons  fall,  and  leaf 
After  leaf  dies:  this  house... 

dn  rock’  ds  Quakeless,  and  outlives  storms  and  states, 
This  house,  raw,  old,  live,  dug  in  the  common  acre. 

This  house  waits." 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
Kay  31,  1957 


^ear  Kiss  Loges, 


After  such  a very  long  time  I have  finally 
made  some  Ihomas  Wolfe  selections  for  Kiss  Keller.  I think 
the  lay-out  I am  sending  is  clesr.  livery  thing  in  this 
envelope  is  to  be  transcribed  except  the  page  numbers  in 
parenthesis  which  are  for  your  convenience;  the  passages 
to  be  inserted  are  marked  in  the  book  in  tt e package. 

When  you  have  finished  please  return  all 
the  material  to  me  in  Snowvllle  and  send  the  bill  to  the 
sam3  address.  Kiss  Keller  and  Mies  Thomson  expect  to  spend 
a while  with  us  this  summer  and  Wolfe  will  be  something  fo 
them  both  to  read  while  they  are  here. 

I hope  you  are  having  a pleasant  summer. 
Ours  thus  far  has  been  fine. 


All  good  wishes, 


Kiss  Elsa  Loges 
158-17  Sanford  Ave. 
Flushing  I.. I. 

New  York 


M arlboro,  New  Hampshire 
June  li,  1957 


bear  Mias  Ellis, 


i cabled  Miss  Keller  teat  I thought  you  had  done  a 
superb  .loo  in  making  the  selections  for  the  inspirational  book 
and  huye  alr-ody  had  an  suttaoe^exprossing  he r delight,  familiar  as 
I am  with  the  material  I iound  it  interesting  and  revealing  to 
nave  tlds  cut  away  from  it:;  matrices  and  I ct.i  sure  that  sue  ani 
'oily  ill  too • I like  your  title. 

My  opinion  is  of  course  not  the  final  one  and  the 
nrxr  step  is  to  nave  tne  Ms.  b rallied.  This  will  not  take  long  and 
will  I think  cost  less  than  typing,  certainly  not  more  . 1 am 

constantly  seeding  items  bo  a Miss  Elsa  Loges  in  Flushing  to  be 
tr  ascribed  and  with  your  permission  will  forward  this  manuscript  to 
ner  now.  It  ixjuIg  be  ready  for  Mrss  Keller  when  she  returns  to 
Connecticut  in  the  latter  part  of  this  month.  I think  the  bill  for 
tiiis  is  a legitimate  charge  against  tne  plant  account  of  tnc  book, 
v’ill  you  ask  Ken  please  and  if  he  thinks  so  I will  have  the  bill 
sent  bo  nir.i.  Otherwise  T will  nay  if.. 

Also  will  you  ask  him  about  Helen's  cony  of  the 
signed  contract  for  the  book.  I returned  the  contracts  to  him  about 
the  middle  of  Aori.1  and  nover  got  one  back.  Maybe  ne  sent  it  direct 
to  her. 

I don’t  kno.j  what  your  plans  are  for  publication, 
but  I rather  think  you  may  want  the  book  in  time  for  the  Christmas 
trade.  If  this  is  the  case  J think  if  ill  b<  all  right  y<  a to 
6®  *he«d  Kith  the  s.  I am  cure  that  Helen's  changes  arid  substitutions 
!,  if  anv;  will  amount  to  very  little,  bub  the  f ‘ n 1 -1  ran -up  of  ever/ohing 
shoulo  not  take  place  until  we  in* ve  had  hor  full  approval.  Ih  hi!  be 
very  tired  when  she  returns  and  rise  'dll  have  a mountain  of  unanswered 
mail,  but  she  will  give  this  priority.  Incie  ntalfy  td  tyoScriot  '.dll 
po  to  Arc  an  R;.dgo  with  the  Braille  script  so  tint  :•  • i/ansen  can 
road  it  too. 

by  the  time  you  get  this  1 exoeef  to  be  bade  in 

Snowvill  e . 


VitK  all  goed  wishes  and  many  congratulations,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


Kiss  barbara  Ellis 
Doubleday  k Co. 

575  ariison  Ave. 
New  York  ??.,  N.Y. 


June  3,  1957 


r*?ar  I isa  Barman: 


r'  r.v  , o>.  ♦'or  the  check 
from  ::r.  Gibson.  I have  J ist  written  Kiss 
;•  e]  ler  about  it  and  atr  now  forwarding  it  to 
; r.  Robert  rrnett  at  ’■  e American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  So^ry  o h so  long  in 
acknowledging  it,  but.  .r  vas  away  when  it 
reach  ed  Snow  1 i L e . 


I shall  be  very  happy  to 
meet  Mrs . Salisbury  when  1 return  to  Garden 
City  in  November.  Meantime  : rxpect  to  be 

here  in  New  Hampshire, 

' XL  y 

' ith  all  goo'i  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  youro, 

N j,  K 

Mis 8 Lois  Eerman 
5 i Leah  Salisbury 
234  Vest  4'  St. 

New  York  City 

N.Y. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshi 


re,  June  8,  1957 


Dearest  Polly, 


from  you  and  I^arispe^ially^IJae^  to°a°gr??h  &nd  Card 
Helen  are  looking  so  well  fased  lo  see  that  you  and 

picture  of  Helen  meeting  the  Kln«  Ih  k lfuat  ’ne  had  seen  a 
New  York  of  Helen  with  S dove  o^her  head!  brOUght  °ne  from 

200  acres  of  wood^nd^nastu a lovely  old  house  set  In 
tlem.  The  week  was  anxiety-ridden^  1 enJ°y"d  being  with 

^ith  got  to  Garden  ^ty  L hafa’te?^0^  f°r  J’13t  aa 

Henney  had  had  a stroke!  went  tl  oh?«°nf  Cal1  that  Moth®r 
conscious  at  intervals  and  had  0!°  °hJ-  at  once>  found  her 
her.  The,  think  th»end  “ m?  far  a£?  VtrJ  awset  talks  "1th 
that  It  will  come*  soon.  fap  °ff  an'’  "*  really  hope 


except  that  a woodchuck  had  eLI;  , “e  eot  hack  here 
painted  daisies?  KeUh  sho?  H " hr''1’  f11  tfce  bu^  on  our 
attitudinizing  m "rot?  1 l P?rn*nS  while  he  was 
hate  to  have  to  do  this,  but  you  ■ ’ ~ Cben  ,:lndow.  We  always 
woodchucks  about.  J 1/0 J'  can  t have  a garden  with 

Wolfe  that  I m ad e 1 f o r e 1 pn n°mt  hf8.  the  ®*cerpts  from  Thomas 
I will  mail  the  Ms  of  tt?  np!  f n**rly  through  with  them, 
hill,  which  will  probably  he  n®xt  time  we  B°  d®wn  the 

sw'S^sss  h\xi 

a- i * not 

together  that  I f pi  t Phiar  a fra^ar  passages  thus  brought 
AnI  of  con rsp  a. typeBcrlp?  — ^ars 

was  due  SrUfri‘lS“:tJSS.,So^4J5-c2j 

!*esua'E  £« 

ware).  At  any  rate  Doubled^?,  J"tN“S-t.wha‘  *»•  rights  on  this 
name  and  A think  there  will  be  no 


on  this 
renew 

how  we  were 


renewing  the  copyright  in  Helen1 
more  difficulty. 


time  -from  +*0  Another  check  came  from  Bill  Gibson,  M5.OO  this 
sending  it  to  Rn I!!? Knopf  from  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER.  I am 
Helen  fnr  tv,  r°b^r^  Barnet't  explaining  that  it.  is  from  Bill  to 
O : nrndt^r  ^ Deaf 'Blind . No  more  news  about  movie 

her  5r?snge  en?!1?”;  1 aoyer  did  find  out  if  Nancy  completed 

Sweden!  showing  of  Helen's  film  in  Norway  and 


Ever  and  ever  and  ever  so  much  love, 


Na  (i 


Snowvllle,  '>ew  ampshlre,  J'ine  8,  1957 


Dear  Pobert, 

'••'ere  Is  another  check  rrom  Mr.  Villiam  Gibson 
for  Helen,  but  for  convenience  mate  out  to  the  AFB.  Like 
the  previous  chock  this  one  is  to  go  to  the  Font  ^or  the 
"eaf-Blind . 

The  little  snippets  of  news  I have  had  from 
the  girls  have  all  b°en  good.  I an  very  glad,  but  I 
shall  be  gladder  yet  to  have  them  beck  home  again. 

I hope  you  are  having  tan-’  will  continue  to 
have  a pleasant  summer. 

All  good  wishes, 

tib  ^ 


Mr.  Robert  Parnett 

American  roundatlon  for  the  Blind 

15  Vest  16  St . 

New  York  11 
N.Y. 


June  9,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Bill 9 : 


'’hank  you  for  your  letter.  Ken 
had  written  that.  h«  vrotild  return  the  contract  to 
me  and  I realized  -hat  he  hadn't  when  I was 
tidying  up  icy  fll-c.  It  .is  fine  that,  it  went 
straight  to  H^len.  cdinarily  I would  have  known 
it,  but  at  that  ti  they  were  in  a flurry 
petting  off  to  Europe,  I in  a flurry  getting  off 
to  New  Hampshire. 

I have  v9d  Kiss  I.oges  to  send 
the  bill  ^or  t ranacribii.',  ' u Ken.  I am  always 
surprised  at  how  little  it  costs. 

The  Dec.  publication  date  seems 
to  me  excellent  and  I am  sure  that  you  will  be 
safe  in  carrying  the  manuscript  through  galley 
proof 3.  In  fact,  I will  take  full  responsibility 
for  authorizing  this,  but  not,  page  proofs.  Helen's 
final  verdict  should  be  in  around  the  middle  of 
July — maybe  r bit  earlier,  for  it  will  not  take 
her  long  to  read  it. 

After  I return  to  Garden  City 
in  November  perhaps  we  can  all  have  lunch  toget!  er. 
1 hadn't  wanted  to  meet  you  until  the  book  was 
set  In  your  mind  because  I wanted  a perfectly 
fresh  point  of  view,  uncontaminated  by  such  ancient 
experience  and  familiarity  (and  no  doubt  rigidity) 
as  I have.  This  is  what  you  have  given  us  and  I 
am  very  happy  about  it. 

All  good  wishes, 


Hiss  Barbara  Ellis 
Doubleday  > Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire,  Juno  9,  1957 


Dear  Miss 

I am  sending  you  herewith  the  manuscript 
oh  a Little  book  by  Kiss  teller  which  la  to  be  published 
this  fall.  Sin;?  It  Is  much  mo^e  Important  than  the 
Wolfe  selections  will  you  please  lay  them  aside  and  begin 
on  t is.  Bo*h  th«-  Braille  and  the  typescript  should  go 
to  'Miss  :elier  ”>  Westport.  Please  marie  it  IMPORTANT  on 
the  out  Bide.  She  will  bs  back  on  June  25  and  ought  to  be 
abi9  to  get  at  the  manuscript  soon  afterwards. 

'Ihe  bih  3hould  go  to  Mr.  Ken  McCormick, 
Doubleday  ft  Co.  Inc.,  . Madison  Ave.,  New  York  22,  N.Y. 
You  might  mention  my  name  when  you  send  it  to  him. 

ith  all  good  wisher  an  1 , as  always,  with 

many  thanks , I am 

Most  sincerely  yours, 


N & 

Miss  Elsa  K.  Log-s 
153-1?  lanfort  Ave. 

Flushing  L.I. 

Nev'  York 


June  9,  1957 


Hear  Hill, 


It  hut  t a"thanklnK  you  because  I don't  ’Ike 

It ’an.  he  SS  t^eS  ^oXn^r  lUV?  ^ 
Margaret  ana  each  other.  HoS  ^“sIX^us?  l0ce  you 

Marlboro  (it's  near  Ksonp)  „„ 

ls^m^hone^that^H  0f  °Ur  i-aalon  'if ‘SUS^Se?""*’ 

ss3^-3^s&^*4“-- 

spend  an  afternoon  with  you  and  Marga^et^Ann^n^0 
Katharine  both  saw  THE  MIRACLE  VOW^p'  ,'n  ,n.' 

Margaret^ and  tbov  hot h° ' h ^Sfr<3  a lot  about  you  "and 
t.argaret  and  they  both  want  to  meet  vou  Ve’ll  toiro 

of  the  weeks  when  Keith  has  to  be  in  Sw  iork  and  if  S! 

we?U0lb;rtSeLV%ri0U8  obftacles  a^rat  home  ” 

would  give  ample  warning. 5 frOTi  n°W  U W0Uld  be  ani  1 


little 

Miss 


^ 1 ink  I have  not  told  vou  that  n 

Kr£  by  ls  t0  be  Published  on  Dec.  V A Mis 

the^fi n« b t 1 1 3 haS  felffcted  from  all  her  writings 
be  finest  expressions  of  her  personal  bel  lef  s '-na  v,„p 

* be™UfUl  manuscript  with  a fXhXs 

bu?tTIrA?f<5enSt  bRVe  elven  ll-  (Ken  aakea  me  to  jo  lt 
Xi  i.  Sf  be0aU3e  1 wante<i  it  to  have  this  v»ry 

TB?  ra^ACLE  '°°R  and  1 think 'it  and 

in  & MIRACLE  WORKER  Will  supplement  each  other  very  nicely 

t r ©.c^  © t 


in  the  Christmas 


flrl,  „ . Ibe  Slrl8  are  now  in  Copenhagen— much 

toJR^ep,vnn?  IBSny,!rluniphs  behind  them.  Glasgow  next 
*olly  s family,  home  June  25,  and  the  damn 
lrth  ay  coming  up  two  days  later  I 

T -thi'  seems  to  be  the  news  to  the  moment  and 

I am  yours,  with  complete  docility, 


M '3#' 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire,  June  9,  1957 


Dearest  Polly, 

This  new  job  for  Reggie  Allen  is  much 
bigger  than  any  he  has  had  to  date  and  I it  now  you  and 
Helen  will  be  pleased  about  it.  I would  never  have 
recognized  him  from  the  picture. 

Helen's  manuscript  is  on  its  way  to 
Miss  Loges.  They  plan  to  publish  it  on  Dec.  5 so  as  to 
have  it  ready  for  the  Christmas  demand,  an  excellent 
idea,  but  I have  told  them  that  they  cannot  do  the 
final  wrap-up  until  you  and  Helen  have  seen  it. 

Miss  Ellis  seems  to  have  enjoyed  doing  it. 
In  a letier  from  her  yesterday  she  said:  !I  can  only  say 
again  what  a pleasure”  it  was  for  me  to  work  on  the  book. 
Hiss  Keller's  words  kept  me  cheered  and  I am  sure  ::any 
other  people  are  going  to  feel  the  same  way.  Ma 
material  i9  wonderful  writing  and  thinking. 1 

Please  give  my  love  to  your  family  and  to 
Elizabeth  Bain  and  come  home  well  and  happy,  both  of  you. 

With  love  and  longing  from  Foss  Mt., 


•k 


Snowville,  New  ampshlre,  June  10,  1957 


Dear  Mr.  Axelrad: 


1 t.iink  lc  much  safer  to  return  your 
manuscript  to  you,  especially  since  I am  likely  to 
be  away  from  here  from  time  to  time  and  there  is  always 

country . 


such  danger  of  <"ire  in  the 


It  interested  me  very  much  and  insofar 
as  I nave  familiarity  enough  to  judge  it  seems  to  me 
tnat  you  have  your  values  right  in  your  estimate  of  all 
the  people  concerned  and  I look  forward  to  reading  the 
final  section.  ° 


My  relations  with  Mr.  Van  Wyck  Brooks 
are  not  so  close  that  I could  ask  a favor  of  him  for 
myself  or  anyone  else.  And  anyway , as  I said  in  Garden 
oity,  I think  a direct  approach  would  be  better.  In 
fact,  I think  a direct  approach  is  always  better. 

kith  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Jacob  Axelrad 
55  Vest  11  St. 

New  York  City 

N.Y. 


Inowville,  New  Hampshire,  June  11,  19*:7 


Darling  Helen,  I could  not  express  the  pleasure  that  was 
trine  (and  Keith's)  rb  I read  your  letter,  so  full  of  happiness 
and  satisfaction  over  the  rich  and  rewarding  experiences  that 
you  and  Folly  have  been  having.  I air.  so  hapy  that  "Hlccy" 

Has  been  helpful  and  hope  to  meet  her  after  your  return  to  the 
place  where  you  belong. 

The  Ms.  of  your  new  book  Is  now  with  Miss  Loges  and  will  be 

ready  for  you  when  you  reach  Arcan  Ridge,  a small  book  which 

will  not  take  long  for  you  to  read,  but  \ery  precious  Just  the 

same.  She  has  taken  out  of  all  your  work  your  strongest 

expressions  of  the  universal  truths  that  you  have  discovered 

and  for  my  money  and  Keith's  and  Katharine  Conant's  you  make 

Norman  Vincent  Paale  and  Anne  Lindbergh  seem  like  the  pale 

things  that  grow  up  in  cellars  where  the  ::un  never  strikes. 

straight  autobiographical  material  is  included.  I -m  not 

sure  that  Teacher  is  mentioned  (1  haven't  the  Ms.  before  me); 

you  are  on  your  own,  a b-acon  for  us  all.  You  may  not  agree 

with  me  and  I have  told  Ken  that  the  final  wrap-up  of  the  Ms. 

cannot  take  place  until  It  has  the  stamp  of  your  approval. 

The  only  thing  that  I can  think  of  that.  might  be  added  is  a 

de'ica+ion  to  Teacher,  a single  poignant  line,  somewhat  like 

the  one  Bill  Gibson  has  in  the  -i.nopf  dedication  to  The 

Miracle  Vorker:  To  the  memory  of  Anne  3ui  ivan  Macy , humbly. 

r hat  would  make  two  book«  this  fall,  each  supplementing  the 

which  re'. ember  Teacher.  And  remembering  her  is  vhat 

you  and  Folly  and  I want  more  than  anything,  she  who  was  such 

a teacher  to  us  all,  blind  or  seeing,  bond  or  free. 

* 

Fol  y has  promised  (I  think  you  lave  too)  that  you  will  be  with 
u 3 up  here  on  our  lit+le  mountain  before  the  season  is  out. 

We  long  for  the  time  to  come  when  we  can  sit  on  our  terrace 
or  our  new  porch  and  talk  of  this  and  that  and  nothing  at  all 
if  we've  a mini  to. 

The  love  of  u?  both  is  with  you  always,  as  you  veil  know, 


June  18,  1957 


ear  Bob, 


especially ^or^youi^lnvitatlon^fo^be  “4 

rifl^X/Vo1  - home.  1 

«...  ;;;;  £i> 

of  Bin  e3tlmate 

valuable  addition  to  the  litfle 

«™ryeIrsSaM  Tam  We  f'T  Come 

* years  an<a  I am  very  fond  of  him. 
thanks,  A11  6°°d  Wl3hes  and  aSain  many 


Mr.  Robert  Barnett 

f59«reeCri^?f  U°n  f0r  th*  BUM 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
June  18,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Seide, 


Many  thanks  for  your  letter,  all  good  news'. 

The  kind  of  letter  I like  to  get. 

I have  recently  had  a couple  of  postcards 
from  Folly  and  a letter  from  Helen.  I didn't  write  you 
about  them  because  I was  pretty  sure  that  you  were  hearing 
from  them  too.  The  trip  seems  to  have  been  a very  great 
success  and  In  spite  of  the  hard  work  they  have  certainly 
enjoyed  parts  of  It. 

No,  I have  not  seen  the  "Friends  Magazine 
Article."  I hope  It  was  good. 

All  goes  well  here  on  the  mountain.  I wish  you 
could  see  our  garden.  Maybe  you  will  before  the  summer  Is  up. 
On  this  year' 8 birthday  I'll  be  thinking  of  the  one  we  had 
up  here  together. 

Af fectionat ely , 


Dear  Miss  Loges, 


I an-  very  happy  to  inclose 
my  check  for  the  transcribing  and  I am 
particularly  happy  to  know  that  Miss 
Keller's  manuscript  will  be  waiting  for  her 
on  her  return  to  Arcan  Ridge.  Doubleday's' 
wants  to  bring  it  out  early  in  December, 
but  o f course  they  can't  go  full  speed 
ahead  without  Miss  Keller's  final  O.K. 

I hope  you  are  having  a 

pleasant  summer. 


''lth  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Very  sincerely  yours. 


Miss  Elsa  M.  Loges 
158-17  Sanford  Ave. 
Flushing  58 
New  York 


Sno vvi  lie,  h ev  amp sV  1 re 
Jun^  17,  1957 


Tearest  I oily  , 

Ch  , bow  good  it  is  on  this  birthday  of  heLen's 

to  Vuve  you  bo  + h back  where  I can  radically  ‘ouch  you'. 

"here  ion' t a.'.y  news  beyond  w.  t I have  already 
spoken  of  an  t'e  telephone,  but  -ere  is  the  little 
cli'-rinp  about  Harrison.  I imagin'1  this  one  won’t  last 

very  'ong  either. 

‘.e’vo  had  rain  for  three  days  now.  o glad  to 
see  it  cone,  but  we'll  bo  glad  Jo  see  it  go.  he  :.u  t drive  to 
Conway  thin  afternoon  to  get  some  fine-meshed  wire  for  lelth  to 
mnk - bonnets  for  ry  litt'e  rose  bushes  to  kee.  ih.  chi  • muni, 
from  eating  them.  The  chipmunks  are  no  engaging  that  we  can't 
destroy  bu * they  do  trhe  r dvant  ge  of  us. 

"he  selections  from  Thomas  Wolfe  will  go  to 
den  by  ‘hip  name  mil.  If  you  would  Like  the  book  I will 
s~rd  It  t0  you.  As  a v'  ole  it  in  very  long  and  parts  of  It 
vary  tiresome,  but  tr ere  are  some  . onderful  passages  and  it 
was  three  4he  + j tried  to  pull  out  for  Helen. 

Vy  io’-°  end  Keith’s  alway z , 


/v  b t± 


Thru  shes 
Humbert  Wolfe 


The  City  Financier 
walks  in  the  gardens, 
stiffly,  because  of 
his  pride  and  his  burdens. 

The  daisies,  looking 
TJp,  observe 
only  a self- 
respecting  curve. 

The  th ru sh e s only 
see  a flat 
table-land 
of  shiny  hat. 

He  looks  importantly 
about  him 

while  all  the  spring 
goes  on  without  him. 


To  a Fat  Lady  Seen  from  the  Train 
Frances  Cornford 


0 why  do  you  walk  through  the  fields  in  gloves, 
Missing  so  much  and  so  much? 

0 fat  white  woman  whom  nobody  loves, 

Why  do  you  walk  through  the  fields  in  gloves, 
When  the  grass  is  soft  as  the  breast  of  doves 
And  shivering  sweet  to  the  touch? 

0 why  do  you  walk  through  the  fields  in  gloves, 
Missing  so  much  and  so  much? 


HJ  ’’’I 


July  2,  1937 


ear  Mr?,  ay  a: 

I arn  authorized  hy  MIbb  Helen 
-el  ar  to  say  that  she  Is  not  a teetotaler. 

ery  sincerely  yours, 

rs.  Nell a Hraddy  Hennrsy 
At  torn-y  for  Helen  heller 


Mrs.  G 1 e nn  G . H ay  e 
resident,  National  WCTU 
730  C;  lC&.^O  A\  e . 
Evanston,  Illinois 


July  2,  1957 


Dear  Mr.  Chatl er ji : 


It  is  very  interesting  that  you 
should  have  asked  at  this  time  for  Miss  Helen 
Keller's  opinion  of  Tagore's  poetry.  The  books  of 
his  that  she  had  in  Braille  were  burned  about  ten 
years  ago  in  the  fire  that  destroyed  her  home, 
but  only  a few  months  ago  she  felt  a longing  for 
them  and  asked  to  have  Gltan.lall  transcribed.  A 
tour  of  the  Scandinavian  countries  followed  soon 
after  the  book  was  ready  and  she  has  not  had 
time  to  read  it.  With  her  piled-up  correspondence 
and  her  manifold  duties  in  connection  with  her 
work  for  the  blind,  I don't  know  when  she  will 
be  able  to  get  at  it,  but  if  it  is  any  time  soon 
I will  let  you  know  her  reaction.  I hope  your 
book  will  be  translated  into  English. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  N.  Chatterji 
253  Uxbridge  Hoad 
London  W.  12 
England 


nowvllle,  New  H amoahlre 

•'  3 S , 


earest  Polly , 


That  wra  a very  Interesting  envelope  of 
letters,  pho togr-  g t s , ard  clippings  that  you  Lent . re , 
Roosevelt’s  tribute  was  beautiful  and  I was  so  glad  to 
see  It.  " r • film  1. s a been  e ~re.r  t.  success  though  not 
exactly  in  the  way  \»e  thought  it  would  be. 

I have  informed  the  WCT'T  tvs.t  ’’el on  is  not 
a teetol?,ler--sayln.g.  sir  ly  that  without  f irther  comment. 

■"he  lettop  from  Mr.  Chatterjl  is  really 
important  and  il  is  something  of  a coincidence  t at 
Fel^n  should  have  ished  e to  hme  ror  * of  n a -ore  transcrib'd 
for  her  and  I had  Mss  Loges  do  t ;e  very  hook  h~  mentioned, 
Gltanjall . elen  of  course  bo.a  not  had  tire  to  look  at  it, 
but  when  she  does  her  reaction  after  ell  tese  years  ought 
to  go  on  record.  I am  inclosing  a co-'y  or  my  "eply . n-1 

I am  returning  Firs.  Roosevelt’s  column  (you  will  want  to 
keep  it  in  : '*e  files)  and  the  photographs,  a Cb-r-:inr  event, 
that  wild  pigeon. 

Nov,  as  for  the  part-time  st enomranher , you 
might  got  in  touch  with  an  agency  ifjtkere  is  s ucn  a thing 
in  Bridgeport  or  you  might  insertAitn  the  Bridgeport  or 
Westport  •)  or  ( 1 there  one  in  Westport? ) somevh  t.  like 

this: 

1 anted  nart-time  stenographer  three  mornings 

0 week  (or  V -fever),  'tust  have  own  transportation.  . lease 
send  qualifications  anJ  references  to  FOB  41  (or  whatever  the 
number  Is)  ’estport,  Connect lc't. 

I do  hope  you  can  find  exactly  t e ’'igh ' 
person  and  if  this  doesn't  flush  her  out  we’ll  try  something 
else . 

I a very  t roubled  about  ’(plan's  |,c?er.?  an-t 

1 know  you  are  too. 


ucb  lov e always  , 


Dear  Ken, 


The  Inclosed  clipping  from  an  English 

magazine  has  been  brought  to  our  attention I 

don  t now  which  magazine.  This  is  the  first 
we  have  heard  of  the  book  or  the  authors  Do 
you  know  anything  about  it?  It  is  the  kind  of 
tulng  we  can't  help,  but  i should  like  to  see 
the  book.  Would  it  be  possible  for  you  to  ere t - 
copy  for  us? 


Some  weeks  ago  a friend  of  mine  -,icked 
up  two  bargain  copies  of  TEACHER  in  a bookshop 
in  New  Jersey.  This  may  have  been  a local 
phenomenon,  but  it  has  an  ominous  sound.  If  it 
means  that  TEACHER  is  in  danger  of  going  out  of 
print  we  should  like  to  know  so  that  Helen  can 
buy  up  a small  stock  for  herself.  There  is  alway 
a demand  for  her  old  books  among  her  friends. 

She  has  written  a dedication  for  the 
new  book,  but  is  not  altogether  satisfied  with 
it  and  will  try  again.  I should  be  able  to  send 
it  before  long. 

All  good  wishes,  always, 


Mr.  Ken  McCormick 


J )&e,  ll,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Rosen: 


That  was  a very  Interesting  plan 
that  you  advanced  In  your  letter  of  having  Miss 
Keller  train  Miss  Killer  to  carry  on  her  work, 
but  it  is  quite  impossible  for  Miss  Keller  to  do  ^ 
anything  about  it,  Mhe  is  already  over-burdened 
with  work  and  responsibility,  raising  money  and 
helping  organizations  that  are  entirely  devoted 
to  the  cause  of  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and  the 
deaf  blind,  Many  capable  people,  both  normal  and 
handicapped,  are  employed  in  these  organizations, 
and  the  formal  work  will  continue,  no  matter 
what  happens  to  Miss  Keller.  Wether  there  will 
ever  be  another  Individual  with  Kiss  Keller's 
great  spiritual  qualities  and  radiance,  time 
alone  can  tell. 


Your  own  life  furnishes  a fine 
example  of  what  the  handicapped  can  do  and  I am 
sure  that  you  have  been  an  inspiration  to  many. 

1.1  tt  all  good  wishes,  I am 

Sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mrs.  Margaret  B.  Rosen 
M.B.  Rosen  4 Son  Co. 
2801  N.  Tryon  St. 
Charlotte,  N.C. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
J'lly  12,  1957 


Dearest  Folly, 


I am  inclosing  the  dedication.  It  is  Helen's 
sentence,  as  you  can  see,  but  reworked  to  make  it  stronger 
at  the  end.  Ann  thinks  il  is  beautiful,  so  does  Keith  and 
I agree  with  them.  I am  sending  it  to  Ken,  but  this  does 
not  mean  that  Helen  can't  change  it  later  if  she  wishes  to 
I’ll  tell  her  to  forget  it. 

I am  terribly  distressed  about  the  eczema 
and  even  more  distressed  about  the  additional  burden  that 
it  imposes  upon  you  when  your  burden  is  already  greater 
than  any  human  being  ought  to  try  to  cerry.  GET  ALL  THE 
H"LP  YOU  CAN  AND  DAMN  THE  DOLLARS  I The  wisest  course  might 
be  to  have  Helen  in  the  hospital  for  a little  while — there 
must  be  one  near  you.  Please  think  of  yourself  as  well  as 
of  her.  I am  sorry  about  the  company  next  week.  Ve  have 
Just  pulled  through  an  invasion  by  most  uncongenial  cousins 
from  Delaware.  They  stayed  in  the  little  house  instead  of 
up  here  and  that  was  a help. 

Keith's  mother,  90  years  old  on  July  8,  ws’s 
taken  back  to  the  hospital  on  her  birthday.  She  has  rallied 
which  seems  too  bad,  for  the  end  is  inevitable  and  it  can't 
be  long.  The  one  we  are  worried  about  now  is  Keith's  sister 
upon  whom  the  chief  weight  has  rested  for  some  years.  Elizabeth 
Lawrence's  husband  has  been  in  a hospital  in  New  Haven  for 
a month,  so  my  budget  of  news  is  not  very  cheerful.  The  bright 
spot  is  that  Ann  is  here,  in  fine  fettle.  Also  my  new  roses 
are  blooming  and  that  is  good. 

I'll  be  in  constant  touch  with  you  (in  spite 

of  the  camp). 


Love  always, 


Dear  Bill, 


I like  everything  about  THE  MIRACLE 
WORKER,  a comprehensive  statement  because  I 
have  Just  finished  re-reading  it.  This  will 
always  be  one  of  my  favorite  association  books 
and  I am  very  grateful  *"or  it — and  for  much 
else  connected  with  it. 

The  business  letter  I take  it  I 
must  accept  as  information  received.  I am  sending 
it  to  Helen  and  will  tell  Folly  about  it  next 
time  we  are  on  the  telephone  which  will  -robably 
be  later  today.  If  they  ask  questions  I'll  wriggl 
on  the  fesBak  hook  with  what  grace  I can. 

Last  two  or  three  weeks  I have  been  on 
a T.S.  Eliot  kick:  the  phoebes  (quite  noisy  with 
us  now)  are  all  crying  sweeney  and  I can't  stop 
them. 


Rather  crazily. 


July  14,  1957 


Dearest  Polly, 


11  has  always  troubled  Bill  Gibson 
that  Helen  and  I have  received  nothing  personally 
frorri  ih  MIRACLE  WORKER,  for  of  course  the  clay 

M^a8xduUPOn  TEE  ST0RY  0F  MY  LIFS  and  ANNE*  SULLIVAN 
_ vC_.  I have  told  him  all  but  endlessly  that  she  and 
I are  satisfied  with  the  original  contract,  but  he 
is  stixl  unhappy  about  it.  He  doesn't  have  to  do 
anything,  as  you  know,  but  he  wants  to  make  the 
changes  indicated  in  the  inclosed  letter  to  Helen  and 
me  and  I think  we'd  better  let  him  go  ahead  and  do  it 
ne  is  as  stubborn  as  a team  of  mules. 


I dread  this  next  week  for  you  and 
my  best  hope  is  that  you  have  been  able  to  get  a 
nurse  (or  preferably  nurses)  to  help  you  and  my  next 
best  rope  is  tnat  the  weather  will  be  pleasant. 

Ours  is  lovely  this  morning  and  we  are* gorging 'our- 
selves on  fresh  peas  out  of  the  garden. 

My  copy  of  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  came 
the  day  after  I last  talked  with  you.  I agree  with 
you--beautifully  done. 

I'll  be  talking  with  you  before  you 
get  this.  Meantime  my  love  to  you  both,  always, 


J'lly  16,  1957 


Dear  Mr.  Campion: 

Kiss  Helen  teller  has  asked  me  to 
reply  to  your  letter  of  June  30.  She  has  recently 
returned  home  from  a tour  in  behalf  of  the  blind 
and  deaf  of  the  Scandinavian  countries  and  Is  now 
swamped  with  the  correspondence  that  accumulated 
during  her  absence.  She  cannot  therefore  grant 
your  request. 


Early  In  December  of  this  year 
her  publishers  Doubleday  and  Co.  are  bringing  out 
a little  book  of  hers  in  which  her  statements  of 
her  personal  beliefs  are  gathered  together.  I 
think,  you  will  be  interested  in  it  and  that  it  is 
possible  that  you  might  find  something  in  it  that 
would  answer  your  purpose.  You  would  of  course  have 
to  have  permission  from  Doubleday's  to  use  it,  if 
such  should  be  the  case. 

tery  sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  rienney 
Attorney  ^or  Helen  Aeller 


Rev.  Albert  Campion 

St.  Barnabas  Hospital 

Third  Ave.  between  181  \ 183  3ts. 

New  York  57 

N.Y. 


July  17,  1957 


Dear  Mr.  Campion: 


After  I mailed  my  letter 
yesterday  I realized  that  I had  not  given 
you  the  title  of  Mss  Keller's  forthcoming 
book.  It  is  called  THE  OPEN  DOOR  and  will 
be  published  by  Doubleday  early  in  December. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Nell a Braddy  Penney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Albert  E.  Campion 

St.  Barnabas  Hospital 

Third  Ave.  between  181  & 183  Sts. 

New  York  c7 

N.Y. 


July  23,  1957 


near  Miss  5111b: 

Liao  teller  baa  always  been  very 
deeply  infer  ated  In  X r.  Smlthdas  and  I am  sure 
that  she  will  want  to  write  something  about  bis 
book  if  it  is  possible.  I have  Just  been  In  touch 
with  her  by  telephone.  If  you  can  send  me  galleys 
or  a duplicate  Is.  we  can  then  decide  what  the  next 
step  will  be.  It  might  be  necessary  to  h^ve  It 
transcribed  and  of  course  * ins  oiler's  decision  will 
depend  upon  her  honest  opinion  of  the  quality  of 
the  work. 


I am  glad  to  know  that  TIi5  01  5N 
DOOR  Is  co.  lng  along  so  well,  hid  hen  turn  over  to 
you  fllss  heller's  dedication?  I have  assumed  that 
I shall  see  galleys  and  I should  like  also  to  see 
the  Jacket  an’  t,  e Jacket  copy. 

All  good  wishes. 


hiss  Enrbara  5111s 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 
575  i adlson  Ave. 

New  York  22 

N.Y. 


July  24,  1957 


Dearest  Folly, 


I have  asked  Kiss  Ellis  to  send  me 
the  galleys  or  a duplicate  manuscript  of  the 
Smithdas  hook.  It  will  probably  be  readable 
because  It  is  Ss  told  to"  someone  else.  This  is 
now  the  fashion  in  autobiography,  but  my  guess  Is 
that  this  will  rob  what  he  has  to  say  of  the 
great  documentary  value  that  Helen's  work  has  always 
had,  in  addition  to  its  fine  literary  [u&lity,  But 
it  will  give  Helen  an  opportunity  to  say  something 
about  the  deaf-blind  from  Laura  Bridgman  to  the 
present,  their  achievements  to  date,  their  hopes  for 
the  future.  Thar®  must  be  others  besides  Smithdas 
scattered  about  the  world  who  have  made  admirable 
adjustments.  The  thing  can  be  very  brief- -less  than 
201  words  if  8:  e likes.  I thought  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  for  her  to  begin  mulling  it  over,  then 
she  can  crystallize  it  after  she  knows  what  tve  book 
is  like. 

Lovely  cool  day,  but  too  dry,  much, 

much  too  dry. 

We'll  probably  be  trlklng  over  the 
telephone  before  this  reaches  you.  It  is  so  good 
that  :’elen's  eczema  is  improving  and  I hope  the 
doctor  is  encouraging  today. 

Love  always. 


t 


a v, 

• \ \ 


u 


!• 


July  24,  1957 


Dear  Mias  Sills: 


I like  Miss  Cornell's 
introduction  to  TVS  OPEN  ~00R  very  much 
and  have  telegraphed  her.  I read  it  over 
the  telephone  to  Miss  Thomson  (she  likes 
it  too)  and  I an.  sending  it  now  to  be 
transcribed  for  Miss  Keller. 

sincerely  yours, 


Kiss  Barbara  Ellis 
Doubleday  <4  Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 
N.Y. 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire,  July  25,  1957 


\ 


Dear  Bill, 


I had  read  in  the  rj  imes  about  your  '-'oily  wood 
assignment  with  interest  and  applause.  When  I thin1-’:  of 
Julie  Harris  in  MEMBER  0^  THE  WEDDING  I can  see  her,  a 
little,  as  Annie  Sullivan.  When  I think  of  I AK  A CAMERA 
I can't.  I haven't  seen  her  in  anything  else  and  I 
certainly  can't  think  of  anyone  better.  I should  imagine 
that  the  script  might  need  quite  a lot  of  attention  in 
a different  medium  with  at  least  twice  as  much  time  for 
development,  but  what  you  have  already  is  so  right4  that  I 
don't  see  how  you  could  go  astray  by  deepening  its 
psychological  impact.  I am  at  your  service,  but  I can't 
think  of  anything  I can  do  to  help. 

Ken  is  on  vacation  and  I should  not  want  to 
do  anything  about  having  the  dramatic  rights  of  Helen's 
books  and  my  book  transferred  until  after  I have  had 
another  talk  with  him.  I don't  know  when  he  will  return. 

Helen  was  about  to  write  you  a thank-you  letter  about  the 
new  contract,  but  I told  her  it  would  not  be  necessary. 

She  has  been  having  a perfectly  ghastly  time  with  eczema. 

(I  haven't  told  anyone  else  about  this.)  It  began  while 
she  was  abroad  and  spread  to  such  an  extent  that  for  the 
last  couple  of  weeks  she  has  been  having  dressings  every  four 
hours  and  wreekly  trips  to  the  dermatologist.  It  is  now 
definitely  improving,  but  the  end  of  the  treatments  is  not 
in  sight.  Meantime  the  correspondence  keeps  rising  and  the 
next  must  on  her  list  is  to  write  a foreword  for  an  "as  told  to" 
autobiography  by  Robert  Smithdas,  the  young  deaf-blind 
man  who  recently  became  the  first  person  so  afflicted  to 
receive  an  MA  degree  and  who  has  now  set  up  an  establishment 
where  he  lives  alone.  She  and  Folly  were  to  have  been  here 
with  us  before  now,  but  the  eczema  has  postponed  the  visit. 

We  still  hope  to  see  them,  maybe  in  September,  and  it  had 
occurred  to  me  that  if  you  were  free  you  might  care  to  spend 
the  time  that  they  wer-  here  in  a little  guest  house  we 
have  down  the  road.  Room  there  for  you  and  Margaret  and  the 
children.  You'd  have  to  get  your  own  breakfast,  but  take  the 
rest  of  the  meals  with  us.  Iwo  rollaway  beds  in  the  col tage, 
a couch  and  a cot,  an  electric  rangette,  a bathroom  and 
running  water,  but  the  water  has  to  be  heated  by  building  a 
fire  in  a "Jacket  stove."  More  on  this  later. 

Keith's  mother  ‘'led  on  July  14,  six  tays  after 
her  90th  birthday,  a "blessing,"  as  everyone  keeps  reminding 
Keith,  but  it  was  a great  severance  for  him  Just  the  same. 

Fertha  and  Ann  are  with  us,  but  for  various  reasons  we  are 
immobilized.  Probably  a good  thing,  for  otherwise  we'd  come 
galloring  over  to  interrupt  you. 

11  that's  good  and  happy, 


July  30,  1957 


Dear  Ken, 


Thank  you  very  much  for  sending  me  the 
excerpt  from  Mr.  Ludmer's  letter.  I-'y  answer  is, 
as  you  surmised,  No.  Whether  or  not  Susan 
ay ward  is  Involved,  and  there  was  never  any 
proof  of  this,  and  whether  or  not  it  has  anything 
to  do  with  Bill  Gibson's  projects,  we  would  be 
moving  into  the  unknown  without  any  control  over 
events.  If  eve>-,  with  my  consent,  snything  was 
done  to  cheapen  the  He! en-Teacher  story,  like 
making  it  into  a straight  Hollywood  movie,  I 
don't  see  what  would  be  left  for  me  to  do  but 
slit  my  throat. 

This  does  not  mean  that  my  mind  is  closed 
to  an  offer  from  people  we  know  and  understand  and 
trust — people,  in  short  like  Kit  and  Nancy  and  Eill. 
nhese  three  are  the  soul  of  generosity  and  would  put 
no  obstacle  in  the  way.  I have  talked  with  Helen  and 
,^olly  and  ve  are  in  complete  agreement,  but  of  course 
they  have  not  talked  with  anyone  else  about  it  and  if 
you  think  I am  wrong  you  have  direct  access  to  them, 
always.  I would  feel  better  if  I had  more  confidence 
in  my  own  wisdom. 

A very  fine  Broadway  producer  has  a lively 
interest  in  putting  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  on  the  stage 
an'  there  are  still  rumblings  from  Hollywood.  I would 
be  nervous  as  a witch  over  any  project  (as  I was  over 
the  TV  MIRA  CL  V.’QPK  ,r)  , but  here  I have  the  assurance 
t.:,at  no  script  vrill  be  used  that  Helen  and  I have  not 
approved. 


he  have  'rad  no  drought  here,  very  little 
heat,  cool  nights,  lots  of  ^resh  vegetables  and 
blueberries,  ery  Rvare  of  our  good  fortune. 

I hope  you  are  having  a pleasant  summer  and 
I am  sorry  to  be  such  a nuisance  to  you. 


August  2,  19  57 


Dear  Miss  Ellis, 


GOD  AT  M Y FINGERTIFS  le  quits  a 
remarkable  story  and  a great  tribute  to  the 
rehabilitation  program  for  the  deaf-blind,  but  I 
think  we'd  better  stop  where  we  are — very  likely 
to  the  relief  of  everyone  concerned.  Helen  con^d 
not  form  a Just  idea  of  the  manuscript  from  excerpts 
and  a synopsis;  she  would  have  to  read  the  whole 
thing.  It  would  take  time  to  have  it  Brailled  even 
if  we  had  a clear  copy  and  after  that  it  would  take 
her  a long  time  to  read  it  because  she  would  have 
to  sandwich  it  in  in  bits  and  pieces  as  she  found 
opportunity  in  the  midst  of  her  other  work.  I 1 old 
her  that  the  cause  of  this  little  hassle  was  a 
misunderstanding  between  me  and  Doubleday '3  as  to 
the  scheduling  of  the  book. 

I'll  return  the  Ms.  to  you  the  next 
time  I go  to  Conway,  but  since  that  will  not  be 
until  some  time  next  week  I am  writing  now  to  let 
you  that  the  track  is  open  for  you  to  carry  out 
your  original  plans. 

Very  sincerely, 


Kiss  Barbara  ”llis 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 

N.Y. 


dnowvllle,  flv  "n:nr  shire 

August  19 r7 


voi  are  awfully  good  t.o  keep  ma  In  touch  with 
these  rapidly  moving,  exci+lng  events.  I maanl  +o  write 
sooner,  but  wo'vo  had  rather  a pile-up  this  week.  Bertha 
was  suddenly  called  back  to  Bong  Inland  because  of  a 
crisis  In  her  husband's  heart  trouble,  soon  after  she  was 
gone  the  ; resident  of  the  Woman's  Press  Club  arrived  from 
Washing  on  for  a visit,  and  in  the  meantime  I was  -1  riven 
by  an  urgent  decision  on  the  Smlthdas  Ms.,  having  to  work 
from  an  all  but  illegible  copy.  All  clear  for  the  moment. 
Keith  has  to  be  in  New  York  the  week  of  the  18th  and  I 
will  come  down  with  him.  We  expect  to  leave  Garden  City 
the  night  of  the  23rd. 

I can't  see  how  ueLen  and  I could  possibly  be 
better  represented  or  better  protected  than  we  are  now.  I 
never  said  I would  have  an  agent  unless  I stepped  out 
alone  and  since  I have  no  intention  of  stepping  out  alone 
this  point  is  settled  so  far  as  I am  concerned.  But  it 
does  bother  me  that  by  the  time  Mrs.  Salisbury  and  Helen  and 
I and  the  Government  and  I don't  know  who  all  else  take  a 
slice  you  won't  have  much  left.  I do  know  the  hazards  of 
the  theatrical  business  (not  unlike  those  in  publishing) 
but  if  we  fail,  I think  it  will  be  in  a fine,  distinguished 
way.  I believe  it  is  considered  bad  luck  to  wish  gooJ  luck. 

hud  in  your  eye, 


1 .5.  Ihe  inclosed  "poem"  was  in  large  part  inspired  by  you. 
If  you  read  it  to  the  end,  you  will  probably  be  the  only 
person  who  ever  has  or  will.  I don’t  want  it  back. 


.i  .3.  I 'ert  it  to  be  Implied  that  I would  be  glad  to  see  you 
any  4 lms  during  tr  I9  period--thnt  is,  except  Monday  the  19t.h, 
when  I hope  to  get  a haircut.  Margaret  will  know  how  great  the 
need  when  I say  that  I haven't  had  one  since  the  lost  of  April! 


Vi  0} . ^ 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
August  3,  19  57 


Dearest  Polly, 


I am  returning  Helen's  letter  to  Mr.  Chatterji. 
I think  It  beautiful  and  I am  so  glad  that  her  response  was 
affirmative,  as  mine  was  a few  months  ago  when  I began  to 
reread  him  to  decide  which  book  to  have  transcrlbed^for  her. 
And  wasn't  it  lucky  that  I hit  upon  "Gltanjali?" 

I am  also  returning  the  letter  from  Takeo's 
son.  Looks  as  if  you  are  now  in  the  canary  business  and 
within  a few  years  I expect  to  find  the  house  absolutely 
filled  with  song'. 

Keith  has  to  be  in  New  York  for  a few  days 
week  after  next  and  our  present  plan  is  for  him  and  Ann  and 

me  to  leave  here  on  the  17th  for  Garden  City.  Ann  would  go 

on  to  Augusta  a day  or  so  later,  but  Keith  and  I would 

probably  stay  until  the  night  of  the  23rd.  I would  hope  to 

see  you  and  Helen  during  that  time,  but  even  if  I don't 
I'll  be  much  closer  to  you.  I must  get  a heir  cut — you  can 
imagine  how  much  I need  it  when  I tell  you  I haven't  had 
one  since  May — and  I want  to  see  my  doctor  and  my  eye  doctor. 
I am  coming  along,  but  it  is  so  damn  slow  that  sometimes  I 
get  discouraged. 

Ken  and  Mrs.  Salisbury,  Bill's  agent,  are  to 
get  together  early  next  week  to  talk  about  the  stage 
presentation  of  THY  MIRACLE  YORKER.  I'll  let  you  know  the 
result  as  soon  as  I know  it. 

Love,  always  and  always, 


P.S.  The  Simenon  book  came  yesterday  and  I know  that  Ann  and  I 
will  enjoy  it.  It  is  another  Simenon  book  for  which  Bill  1=  to 
write  the  script  this  winter. 

And  did  I tell  you  that  Bertha  was  suddenly  called  home  early 
this  week  because  Thorns s took  a turn  for  the  worse.  I am 
afraid  his  number  is  up,  but  the  poor  fellow  may  linger  for 
months . 


3no\'vlll  , .,aw  : ampshlre 
Augu  t 7,  1957 


^oar’st  oily, 


It  ao’ ini  a as  If  !■  Iss  Hlcko/k  is  unwilling  to 
adtr.lt  that  Helen  was  over  anything  but  perfect,  here  are 
a ^ood  many  ■ eople  like  that  . er  book  will  probably  be 
all  sweetness  and  light,  harmless  anrt  not  altogether  true, 
but  we  can't  do  anything  about  it. 

X agree  with  you  that  Mrs.  Vaughan’s  letter 
neert  not  b®  answerert.  the  Lartles  Home  Journal  has  no1  as • ed 
her  to  do  the  article,  has  only  said  that  they  will  consider 
It  and  now  she  Is  trying  to  get  distinguished  reojle  to 
write  It  for  her. 

I think  i-erhaps  you'd  better  write  a little 
note  to  r.  Eaton.  He  seems  really  to  be  doing  some  good. 

Ve  were  all  made  hapry  by  the  news  of  Helen's 
Improvement , but  of  course  Ann  Is  sorry  she  can't  be  here 
when  you  come  In  September.  Ve'll  reach  Garden  City  on  tre 
17th  and  I'll  call  you  soon  after  we  get  there — but  I 11 
be  in  touch  with  you  more  than  once  between  now  and  then. 

Much  love  from  the  household,  especial  y '"rom  me, 


August  3,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Sills: 


The  girls  were  so  upset 


by  the  ramifications  in  the  Smithdas 
affair  when  I telephoned  last  night  that 
I finally  told  them  to  forget  the  whole 
thing.  Helen  Is  awfully  driven  all  the 
time  and  I am  not  willing  to  insist  that 
she  go  ahead  with  this.  I am  sorry. 


Miss  Barbara  Ellis 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Sincerely  yours 


/ \ 


n 


V 


nnowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
August  11,  1957 


Dearest  Polly, 


I have  pulled  Helen's  speech  together.  It  Is  much 
shorter  and  I think  it  quite  fine.  She  was  obviously  tired  when 
she  wrote  it,  but  under  the  circumstances,  I don't  see  how  she 
can  write  anything. 

ihe  case  of  the  Negro  boy  is  very  sad,  but  I 
think  it  should  be  thoroughly  investigated  before  Helen  tries 
to  do  anything  about  it.  He  is  a misfit,  poor  devil,  and  the 
A-plus  marks  may  not  mean  anything,  e is  much  older  than  the 
other  students  and  we  don't  know  anything  about  the  standard  of 
the  school.  It  does  seem  to  me  a pity  that  they  want  to  push 
them  all  to  tne  lecture  platform  and  the  Rev.  George  Smith 
may  have  ambitions  to  go  there  with  him.  Can't  the  Foundation 
look  into  the  situation  and  find  out  what  the  boy's  capabilities 
actually  are  and  make  a recommendation  as  to  what  should  be  done? 
I am  returning  the  letter. 

Hot  much  news  here.  Bertha  reports  that  Ihomas  is 
Improving  and  she  is  planning  to  come  back  here  soon  after  we 
return. 


Love  always, 


Mr.  Lass,  Students  and  Friends 


It  Is  always  a pleasure  to  be  among  young  people  and  I am 
particularly  delighted  to  speak;  at  a school  whose  name  warms 
my  heart  with  affection. 

l.e  are  living  in  a world  very  different  from  the  one  that 

Lincoln  knew.  This  is  truly  an  age  of  unpredictable  and  unimaginable 

who  are 

developments  and  you/young  will  have  to  figure  out  new  maps  for 
yourselves.  Eut  even  in  the  midst  of  world-wide  changes  you 
will  still  receive  much  of  your  education  in  tt e hard  school  Trom 


which  Lincoln  graduated. 

Since  the  circumstances  you  will  meet  will  be  quite  unlike 
any  the  world  has  yet  known,  there  will  be  all  the  greater  glory 
to  you  in  conquering  theta.  Face  your  hardships  and  deficiencies 
and  acknowledge  them,  as  Lincoln  did,  but  do  not  let  them  master 
you.  Have  faith  in  yourselves,  lake  part  in  the  activities  around 


you  and  find  out  where  you  can  be  useful. 

Learn  from  your  books  both  the  day's  lesson  and  tr.e  life 
lesson.  To  be  a leader  in  school  requires  the  same  qualities  that 
are  needed  to  be  a leader  elsewhere-industry , energy  and  a willingness 
to  make  personal  sacrifices.  Consecrate  your  education  to  the 
service  of  others  and  when  your  thoughts  become  pessimistic  and  it 
seems  as  if  all  men  are  blinded  by  self-interest  and  greed  and 
deafened  by  the  tumult  of  trade,  go  back  to  the  great  ones  of  the 
past  and  renew  your  faith  in  ideas  that  are  not  mean  or  sordid. 

Pankind  needs  this  spirit  of  service.  The  occasion  waits 
for  every  one  of  you,  erect  and  full  of  vigor,  to  «...  answer, 

"Lord,  here  am  I;  send  me." 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  L.I. 
August  21,  1957 


Dear  3t  Polly, 

After  rereading  Dr.  Anderson's  letter  I felt 
that  ho  truly  air  not  want  any  names  mentioned,  not  even 
that  of  Sir  Stewart  Luke-  -,luer,  but  only  a general  message 
to  t o people.  The  press  will  take  care  of  Sir  Stewart.  I 
have  tried  to  pull  the  letter  together  with  this  In  mini  , 
but  whatever  I io  la  always  subject  to  change  by  you  and 
Helen. 

It  was  perfect ly  wo r:6 er  f ul  seeing  you  both  and 
Shinzo  (a  ..reat  evening  for  Ann  too),  but  T have  a sense  of 
frustration  tills  morning  because  we  didn't  even  be.-,  in  to 
scratch  the  surface  of  all  the  things  I wanted  to  talk  about 
It  was  a comfort  to  s«e  you  both  looking  so  well,  so  vital, 
so  charring. 


and 


More  love  than  I can  say. 


i ear  Dr.  Anderson: 


that  you 
campaign 
that  you 
the  work 
right  of 


It  brought  rae  threat  hap  )inoas  to  learn 
and  j our  colleague  in  Victoria  are  developing  a 
for  the  prevention  of  blindness  and  I rejoice 
nave  chosen  the  moat  important  of  all  fields  in 
for  the  blino--prevention  which  guarantees  the 
T,an  to  see. 


Through  research  science  .las  found  new 
ways  to  check  diseases  that  destroy  the  oye,  but  research 
Is  expansive  and  the  results  lag  behind  the  urgent  need. 
rt  his  been  estimated  that  seventy-five  per  oent  of  blindness 
can  be  prevented,  but  generous  resources  aro  required.  This 
campaign  is  a trumpet  call  summoning  us  to  greater  effort, 
and  I am  confident  that  when  tro  people  realize  the  value  of 
this  forward-looking  work  and  the  imperativeness  of  prompt 
action,  they  will  roapon  liberally  In  to-  noble  spirit 
upon  which  depends  tho  preservation  of  all  the  faculties 
which  aquip  us  for  the  battle  of  life. 

With  warmest  greetings  to  the  people  of 
Victoria  and  heartfelt  wishes  for  a rich  outcome  from  your 
unceasing  labors  to  keep  the  light  in  ion’s  eyes,  I an 

Cord i rdly  yours. 


August  2?,  1957 


gentlemen: 


Mias  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me  to  ask 
you  by  what  authority  you  make  the  statement  on 
the  jacket  of  "Helen  Keller"  by  J.W.  and  Anne 
Tibbie  tnat  the  book  was  written  with' her  approval. 
She  never  saw  the  manuscript  and  the  book  is 
certainly  one  of  wnLch  she  does  not  approve.  Nor 
does  Miss  Polly  Thomson,  her  companion  of  the 
last  forty  years.  Nor  do  I. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Nalla  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Adam  & Charles  Black  Ltd. 
4,  S»  k 6 Soho  Square 
London  W.I. 

England 


August  2£,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Hanson: 


Your  letters  made  three  people 
very  happy--Miss  Keller,  las  Thomson,  and  me. 

Few  experiences  ive  us  deeper  satisfaction 
than  an  encounter  with  some  one  who  understands 
and  appreciates  our  beloved  ’’Teacher.”  Miss 
Keller  is  of  course  greatly  pleased  at  what  you 
say  about  her  latest  book  and  I am  most  grateful 
for  your  kind  words  about  my  biography  of  Mrs. 

Macy.  vVhile  I was  writing  it  I had  the  incomparable 
advantage  of  being  in  almost  daily  association 
with  my  incomparable  subject.  Much  more  is  due 
to  her  than  to  me.  Incidentally  I think  you  will 
be  interested  to  know  that  another  little  book  by 
Miss  Keller  is  to  be  published  by  Doubleday  Sc  Co. 
early  in  December.  It  is  a compilation  of  her 
personal  philosophy  made  of  selections  from  her 
earlier  books.  It  i3  called  "The  Open  Door”  and 
I think  it  is  very  fine  indeed. 

Miss  Keller  and  Miss  Thomson 
join  me  in  sending  heartfelt  thanks. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Miss  Aaele  Hansen 
297  Action  St. 
Daly  City 
California 


novvllle,  Ne'«  smpnhlre 
ugunt  29 , 19r7 


rear  1 iss  Logos, 


lss  Thomson  has  ae'xed  me  to  send  you 
the  inclosed  took  YO’J  ' ILL  • -V"  yotJR  H-AF  by  Frsr.; 
3ctoenberner  so  th.  t you  can  transcribe  'or  ..lss  seller 
‘be  'i,r  rked  assrgr  begin  ing  on  page  1B7  and  continuing 
through  pago  201.  When  you  have  finished  will  you 
please  send  everything  to  Arcan  ridge. 

I hope  you  hove  been  having  and  are 
still  heaving  a pleasant  summer. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Miss  Rlsa  ' oges 
158-17  lanford  Av a . 
Flushing  c3 
Nev/  York 


S now  111  e,  Korapshire 

Sept.  7,  19  57 


pearest  tolly, 


Connecticut 
change . 
rihl  ' 


I t hlnk  i elen' s 
C'r  apt  er  just  right 


ever 


cticut  Chapter  just  rlgm  wunoui  « 
e.  I arn  returning  It  and  the  original 
ie  a very  energetic  group  and  if  Area 
to  be  made  into  a museum,  these  are 


it  tie  speech  ror  the 
without  a word 

let  ter. 
n nidge  Ip 
these  are  + he  people 


it 


o be  made  into  a museum, 
who  will  take  care  of  it. 

Yesterday  afternoon  I looked  back  over 
the  nibble  book  and  I am  pretty  well  convinced  that  rere 
is  nothing  we  can  do  about  it.  It  is  outrageous  and 
the  er«t«t.Tn.  ^"^^rlght 

S°abl°'tfae'Ld'  a ntU,  royalty 'on  the  rest, 

TXl^TslZ  l,X  tl-sl„e  It 

li.ll  Z much  barn-,,  bo.  I yrlU  e«U»  touch  with  Ken 
about  it  before  I go  to  the  ho spit -1 . 

I was  awfully  disappointed  not  to  have  t re 
operation  this  ne*t  week,  but  wi^n  here  for  a 

only  quiescent  we  are  jus  " ' " we  can  have 

while,  ve'll  be  much  easier  in  our  mints  i 

a soaking  rain  before  we  leave. 

I tam  still  stuffing  myself  with  food  wnetuer 
I want  It  or  not  and  hat a gained  another  pound  or  two. 

Very  encouraging. 

I'll  be  talking  to  you  again  before  this 

reaches  you . 

‘uch  love  from  us  both,  always, 


e'  tember  10,  19^7 


fear  Mss  ''oblnn: 


K 1 s 8 I'elen  Keller  has  asked  me 
to  re- ly  to  your  letter  of  Sept . 2,  first,  to  t ank 
you  for  the  kind  things  you  nay  about  her,  and 
second,  to  tell  you  that  because  of  certain 
unfortunate  experiences  in  the  pest,  she  has 
decided  henceforth  not  to  express  her  approval 
or  disapproval  of  any  projected  writing  about 
herself,  whether  it  is  an  article  or  a book,  but 
to  leave  the  whole  matter  up  lo  the  discretion  of 
the  author.  I think  she  is  acting  wisely,  though 
I know  \ or  decision  will  bring  disappointment  to  a 
number  of  people,  even  to  some  whose  writing  might 
please  r er  very  much. 

V 1th  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Hennay 
Attorney  for  ueien  cellar 


. 1 b b Rae  ^obins 

George  Washington  Tnlverslty  1 oapital 

Vashington 

D.C. 


nowvlllo,  i'.'pw  hfi  ipehire 
Sept.  10,  1957 


Dear  Ken, 


It  turns  out  that  Helen  did  give  Mrs.  "ibble  permission 
to  write  a hook  about  her  for  the  A.  and  C.  Black  "Lives  to 
Remember"  series.  She  had  forgotten  it  and  the  Foundation  for 
the  Blind  did  not  find  her  letter  until  after  I had  written 
the  publisher.  I e sent  me  a copy  of  Helen's  letter,  from 
which  I quote: 


I am  quite  willing  for  you  to  write  a story  about 
me  for  young  girls,  f’owever  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to 
get  permission  from  my  publisher  Doubleday  * Company,  14  lest  49th 
St.,  Hew  York,  N.Y.,  for  any  reprint  that  you  may  require  from 
any  of  my  books."  I elen  signed  off  " ith  cordial  greetings." 

r bat  was  the  last  she  heard  of  it  until  Van  Vyck  saw 
the  advertisement  and  you  got  the  copy  for  us.  I think  the 
Nibbles  knew  that  Helen  would  not  like  the  book,  for  to  this 
day  they  have  not  sent  it  to  her. 

It  is  really  a very  scummy  little  performance.  1 hey 
do  not  even  glee  a courtesy  acknowledgement  of  their  sources, 
but  in  their  95  pages  they  have  quoted  verbatim  or  in  mutilation 
more  than  175  lines  from  THE  STORY  0*  MY  LIFE.  This  I believe 
Is  out  of  copyright,  and  so  they  are  probably  on  safe  legal 
grounds,  ^ess  than  10  lines  each  are  'quoted  from  MI”' ST  RE  M and 
MY  RELIGION  and  HELEN  KELLER'S  JOURNAL,  26  lin-~s  from  THE  VORL 
I LIVE  IN  which  was  published  by  Century,  and  there  are  a few 
passages  that  I have  not  located.  I rather  suspect  that  they  come 
from  O'JT  OF  THE  DARK  which  I do  not  have  with  me  and  which  I 
believe  is  also  out  of  copyright. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  book  it  is  stated,  "Anne  meant  to 
write  her  life-story,  but  she  was  not  sufficiently  interested  in 
herself  to  get  this  done,"  yet  obviously  they  had  read  my  book 
about  ' eacher  (in  which  it.  is  made  clear  that  she  and  I worked 
together),  for  t ney  have  taken  some  30-odd  scattered  lin<=s  from 
it.  ror  example,  I wrote:  "Except  for  the  bundle,  all  that  she 
had  was  Inside  that  unkempt,  intelligent  little  head."  The 
Tibbies  wrote:  "The  rest  of  Anne's  wealth  was  in  her  unkempt, 
intelligent  little  head." 


I have  marked  up  the  dibble  book,  icing  page 
references  to  Helen's  books  and  to  the  English  edition  of  my  book 
and  citing  errors  of  fact.,  some  of  which  are  concerned  with  the 
blind  in  general  rather  than  with  Helen  in  particular.  I can  send 
it.  to  you  if  you  like.  The  hook  is  an  outrage,  Helen  i«  in  a high 
state  of  self-reproach  (though  I tell  her  s'  e ‘ns  no  reason  to  be), 
and  we  should  not^'cft  us  lice  to  see  it  appear  in  this  country. 

I am  Inclined  to  t: ink  there  is  nq'hing  we  can  do£  o err  1 nay be 
on  this  last  point),  but  I'd  j.ike  your  o-inion.  '"hould  I write 
Black  an  unpleasant  letter  or  drop  the  whole  thing? 


\ { 


Ihe  latter  part  of  next  week,  the  20th  to  be  exact,  elth 
and  I are  leaving  for  Garden  City  an^  the  week  after  tbet 
I am  to  have  a spot  of  surgery  on  my  left  eyelid  to  relieve 
the  Inversion  that  began  with  the  Infection  that  struck  me 
last  Februnry  ant  has  been  ’riving  me  crazy  ever  since — the 
lash  s scrape  against  the  cornea  when  I blink  and  that  means 
that  I don’t  have  much  comfort  during  my  waging  moments,  he 
of erat Ion  Is  said  to  be  very  slight  and  we  expect  to  be  back 
here  on  the  hill  before  Columbus  ray.  chls  line  mall  will 
be  delivered  at  111  Fifth  3t.  In  Garden  City— I'll  let  you 
know  when  we  start  north  again. 


All  good  wishes, 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
Sept.  11,  1957 


Dearest  Polly, 


This  paste-up  is  obviously  from  a mental 
patient.  I'd  have  Mrs.  Sei’e  acknowledge  it  as  having 
arrived  and  say  that  she  will  call  it  to  Miss  Keller's 
attention  when  she  has  an  opportunity. 

I am  inclosing  a copy  of  the  letter  I wrote 
Miss  Robins,  '/ester  lay  I wrote  Ken  a long  letter  about  the 
Tibbie  book — I don't  want  to  do  anything  more  until  I have 
his  advice. 


We  had  a pretty  good  rain  last  night  and  it 
is  still  dribbling  this  morning.  We  cherish  every  drop 
because  of  the  garden  and  the  fish  in  the  pool,  but  we  have 
not  yet  had  enough  to  help  much  on  the  fire.  The  selectmen 
go  up  every  day  to  look  it  over--last  time  found  it  amoking 
in  three  places,  which  means  that  it  is  deep  in  the  ground 
in  old  roots,  etc . 

I think  I told  you  that  we  are  going  town  by 
train,  leaving  the  car  here.  We  hope  to  be  back  before 
Columbus  Day,  but  we  probably  won't  have  more  than  a week 
on  the  hill  before  we  have  to  turn  around  since  Keith  is  due 
back  in  N.Y.  on  Oct.  21. 

I think  I'm  still  gaining — I'll  weigh  next  time 

I go  to  town. 

I hope  Helen's  eczema  is  clearing  up.  How 
uncomfortable  it  must  be  and  what  a miserable  summer  she 
and  I have  had. 


Love,  love,  love. 


F.S.  I am  also  returning  the  beautiful  letter  from  the 
Japanese  doctor.  Such  letters  as  that  are  very  gratifying 
to  come  across  in  the  midst  of  the  kind  of  stuff  the 
postman  ordinarily  brings. 


Ill  Fi  til  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Sept.  2I4.,  1957 


Dear  Ken, 


I can't  write  to  A.  & C.  Black  now.  My  eyelid  la 
taped  down  to  my  face  In  a way  that  gives  mo  such  fidgets 
that  my  one  hope  Is  to  stay  in  my  skin  until  time  to  go 
to  tne  hospital  on  Thursday.  I'll  be  there  five  days,  then 
five  more  days  nere  at  home  before  the  sutures  come  out,  and 
I don't  know  how  long  after  that  before  I'll  be  able  to  use 
my  eyes  normally. 

In  the  letter  I did  write  I told  them  that  the  Tibbie 
book  was  certainly  one  of  which  Miss  Keller  did  not  approve,  nor 
did  her  companion  of  more  than  1^.0  years,  Miss  Polly  Thomson,  nor 
did  I.  I left  the  carbons  in  New  Hampshire  or  I would  send  you 
one,  but  this  is  just  about  all  I said.  Any  letter  that  I wrote 
now  threatening  suit  in  this  country  would  be  an  empty  bluff, 
for  I naven't  the  faintest  intention  of  going  to  court  ahoifrt 
It.  I am  willing  to  drop  the  whole  business  right  here.  So  are 
Helen  and  Polly,  but  of  course  they  are  Influenced  by  me.  I 
can't  believe  that  the  book  will  make  much  of  a stir,  but  if  you 
still  think  I ought  to  write  I'll  pull  myself  together  as  soon 
as  I can  and  make  a stab  at  it. 

any  thanks  for  your  letter  and  for  your  good 

wishes . 

Ever  yours. 


r.  Ken  hcCormick 
Doubleday  x Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 

N.  Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gar.,  n City, 


ew  York,  Oct.  1,  1957 


Dear  : i s s Lo*ea: 


Will  you  please  transcribe  the  inclosed  letter 
and  send  It  to  .''las  X slier  as  soon  as  possible.  As  you  ill 
have  surmised  “ las  fhojpaon  has  been  ordered  complete  rest  for 
a while.  .e  are  trying  to  keep  this  from  the  papers,  so  this 
Information  is  for  you  alone.  It  seems  too  cruel  that  this 
should  have  happened  at  & time  whan  I cannot  .,o  up  to  nroaa 
Hid. ,3  to  oe  with  inem. 

The  will  siio aid  come  to  no,  but  tnere  will 
probably  be  other  items  and  you  nay  want  to  keep  a record  and 
send  it  to  me  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

aui  so  ...lad  to  be  able  uo  turn  to  you  for  this, 
dinceraly  yours. 


Miss  Isa  Lo*es 

158-17  o an ford  Ave. 
Flushing  58 > L.I. 
New  York 


Ill  at.,  'arden  City,  Oct.  1,  1957 


Le.reat  mien,  ostaoript  to  ay  letter  of  this  aorulngl  A 
a ort  time  a o 111  Gibson  call'd  to  ask  about  «ay  operation 
a : I told  ala  a llttl  about  thn  situation  at  Arcan  did|;e. 

Add  hla  to  those  wlio  are  at  your  service  for  any  kind  of  help 
t r y can  V>ive,  clerical  or  otherwise.  I think  h©  would  make  a 
ood  bouncer,  but  with  velyn  and  Lilian  and  Ann  on  watoli 
taat  department  la  already  well  taken  cars  of. 

1 talked  with  baaor  - jiornln,..  . Is  llN  'n  .oir,.--,oro 

(rorter  crl  ;pl  d witn  artnrltia  and  L non  usraelf  not  too  well), 
rhore  la  no  question  of  nor  oo.-ulng,  but  I thought  she  o j$.ht  to 

know. 

i'll  j nd  you  bulletins  as  things  cone  up.  <uch  love  now,  wore 
later. 


o 11a 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  harden  City,  M aw  York,  Oat.  2,  1957 


P.&rsst  -lelen. 


As  I looked  over  the  Times  this  morning  I realized 
that  the  headlines  will  be  out  o?  date  before  I can  .et  than  to 
you-- at  least  I aope  moat  of  them  will.  The  situation  at  Little 
Rock  is  still  at  an  i ipasso  a. id  while  I ha/e  not  been  able  to 
read  much  these  last  few  months,  it  does  seen  to  me  that  everyone 
con  .acted  with  it  has  acted  with  great  stupidity.  Gov.  Faubua 
and  Preci  ent  Elsenhower  leading  all  the  rest.  Pres.  Coty  of 
France  is  looking  for  a new  Premier,  Purges- ••  aunoury  and  n is 
Cabinet  having  fallen  over  the  defeat  of  his  plans  for  reforms 
in  A1  r i a . [‘here  is  some  talk  of  hi* in  .in*,  DeUaulle  out  of 
retirement  for  the  position.  Japan  has  won  a seat  on  the  J.N. 
Security  Council,  the  first  former  enemy  country  to  do  so.  This 
seems  I j me  very  gcoc  ziev.s  indeed,  cat  tins  Soviet  Union  is 
protesting  that  the  West  has  broken  a .gentleman's  a reement 
th-'t  Uil  o sent  t ho  aid  ro  to  East  Surope.  I air  not  fauaillar 
enough  with  the  background  to  know  how  valid  this  protest  is. 

I know  you  will  miss  Tolly's  devoted  fingers  giving  you  the 
news  as  it  happens,  but  until  the  crisis  is  over  we  shall  lave  to 
do  the  beet  ws  can. 

Two  rare  antelopes  from  Africa  have  arrived  at  the 
Bronx  Zoo,  a lesser  kudu  and  a geranuk.  Both  are  rather  small  and 
in  their  photographs  completely  charming.  Very  likely  you  saw  them 
both  wen  you  were  in  South  Africa. 

In  a cave  not  far  from  Romo  archaeologists  nave 
discovered  I4.OO  fragments  of  a Lao coon.  Since  the  cave  was 
used  as  a banquet  hall  by  the  Emperor  Tiberius  who  rei  nad  from 
14  to  37  A.D.  oven  the  Vatican  says  that  this  iay  be  the  original 
Laocoon  and  theirs  a copy.  Fragments  of  other  statues  have  also 
been  discovered  and  by  rs-r  ? a ding  descriptions  of  the  cave  by 
Suetonius  and  Tafc  Tacitus  the  experts  may  in  time  be  able  to 
do  a wonderful  job  of  reconstruction.  Keith  and  I both  always  find 
these  archaeological  "digs'*  very  exciting. 

A most  extraordinary  and  encouraging  thing  has 
icppch  id  or  tel  ;i.;5  on.  jut  two  weeks  -i  c ' .*?'  or1.  OsiTIPli^f 
put  one  of  its  courses  In  comparative  literature  on  the  air  from 
six- thirty  to  seven  in  toe  morning.  Anyone  who  wishes  can  pay 
the  fee  and  register  for  it,  take  th  examination  at  too  end  and 
receive  credit.  Nothing  much  was  expected  of  the  program,  for  it 
came  at  an  hour  wren  most  people  are  still  in  bed,  but  it  was 
placed  Ik  chars e of  a brilliant  youn;  professor.  Dr.  Floyd  Zulli, 
and  the  response  has  been  overwhelming.  The  program  is  cdled 
Sunrise  Semester  and  business  a >n,  house-wives,  high- school  and 
college  students  and  all  sorts  of  people  are  getting  up  to  listen  to 
it.  1 old  this  Ullljt  The  subject  this  woek  is  Balzac  s.v  \ G ,, 

ae  think  of  you  and  Jo)  and  the  book  under  discussion  is  PKRE  GORIOT. 
The  lecture  is  serious,  vivid,  and  penetrating  and  those  who  expect 
to  take  tns  examination  are  laving  to  work  tiard.  Before  t omorrow 
mornin^  taey  will  have  to  read  seventy-odd  more  >ages  of  JERH  nORIOT 


and  as  one  of  the  > Ice- presidents  of  McGraw  .'fill  told  Keith  yesterday 
tnla  means  tney  nave  to  stay  at  none  in  the  evening.  And  tills  vlce- 
pr  sidont  Is  taking  tne  coursej  oo  many  people  are  taking;  it,  in  fact 
that  P.-RJE  'lORIOT  is  sold  out  In  every  nookstore  in  aw  York  Cityl 
■low  oil/  VOUld  enjoy  this  program.  Row  ftka  will  enjoy  itl 

lu  a little  while  I am  »olnj  to  the  Medical  Center  to  ha  e the 
banda.e  caanjad  on  ny  eye  and  I hope  Dr.  Hrz  will  be  able  to  toll 
me  whan  the  sutures  can  cone  out. 

Don't  ever  for.et  that  I am  at  tno  end  of  the  telephone  line 
and  that  I am  utterly  at  your  sertice  and  Polly’s. 


My  love  always,  <ella 


Garden  City,  New  York 


111  Fifth  St., 
October  2,  1957 


Dear  Mildred, 


I am  sorry  to  have  to  tell  you  that  Polly  has 
had  a cerebral  thrombosis.  Let  me  assure  you  at  once  that 
the  situation  is  well  in  nand  and  tnere  is  no  need  for  you 
or  Katharine  to  come;  if  the  need  should  arise  I will  let 
you  know  at  once.  Mr.  Migel  is  writing  to  Phillips  and  I 
am  writing  to  Polly's  brother  in  Scotland,  but  we  are  not 
spreading  the  news  and  in  particular  are  trying  to  keep  it 
from  the  papers. 


We  nave  the  comfort  of  knowing  that  Polly  is 
netting  the  best  possible  medical  attention  and  the  doctors 
here  are  in  constant  touch  with  Dr.  Claude  Dixon  of  the 
Mayo  Clinic.  He  is  the  one  who  operated  on  both  Polly  and 
Helen  and  is  more  familiar  with  their  physical  condition  than 
anyone  else.  The  severity  of  the  lesion  cannot  yet  be 
determined,  but  the  doctors  are  agreed  that  just  now  the  best 
place  for  Polly  is  her  own  home.  She  does  not  even  require  a 
nurse,  only  quiet,  absolute  quiet,  but  a nurse  is  in  the  house 
on  24-hour  call,  a Mrs.  Shook  who  has  been  looking  after 
Helen's  eczema  and  still  i$„ 

Lillian  Swanda,  one  of  the  girls  who  has  been 
working  for  Helen  and  Polly  a long  time,  has  moved  in  with 
her  family;  for  some  years  now  they  have  lived  in  the  house 
to  take  care  of  it  during  Helen's  and  Polly's  absences.  Ann, 
the  other  girl  who  has  worked  for  them  a long  time,  comes 
in  often  and  their  secretary  from  the  Foundation  is  there 
every  day.  All  these  are  people  that  Polly  is  accustomed  to 
having  around-- they  will  not  disturb  her  and  they  will  keep 
the  routine  of  the  household  running  smoothly.  Helen  herself 
says  she  does  not  want  anyone  else  now.  The  situation  may  clear’ 
up  quickly;  on  the  other  hand  it  may  take  a Ion,,,  time.  The 
present  household  arrangement s are  temporary,  pending 
developments,  and  everyone  there  understands  this. 

Polly's  attack  came  on  Sept.  27,  the  day  after  I 
had  an  operation  on  my  left  eye.  I was  in  the  hospital  wnen  I 
neard  about  it.  I arn  at  home  now,  but  the  eye  is  still 
bandaged  and  I am  having  to  make  do  with  one  eye  only.  This 
is  a temporary  inconvenience , for  the  operation  was  very 
successful,  and  I hope  to  return  to  normal  vision  some  time 
next  week.  It  did  seem  too  cruel  to  me  that  Polly  and  I both 
3hould  be  Incapacitated  at  the  same  time,  but  many  people  are 
standing  by  eager  to  help.  Chief  among  them  ixwssixg  in  point 
of  usefulness  I would  place  Mrs.  Amelia  Gladu,  Mr.  Migel 's 
secretary  who  has  known  them  a long  time  and  can  use  the  manual 
alphabet,  arid  Katharine  Cornell  who  Is  in  touch  with  Dr. 

Dixon  a3  a friend  of  his  as  well  as  of  Helen  and  Polly.  But 
there  are  many  others.  I have  not  of  course  been  up  to  see  them 
and  don't  know  when  my  doctor  will  allow  it  and  I would  not 
go  anyway  without  feeling  that  Polly's  doctor  approved. 


In  *ny  event  my  visit  would  be  very  brief.  I would  not  stay  in 
the  house--in  fact,  there  is  now  no  place  !.n  it  for  me  or 
anyone  else--but  since  the  trip  from  Garden  City  to  Westport 
is  rather  strenuous  for  one  day  I would  spend  the  nitht  with 
Ethel  Clark.  As  soon  as  I am  able  to  travel  I must  ,40  back  to 
New  Hampshire  to  close  the  house  there — I did  not  have  time  for 
it  before  wo  came  down  for  the  operation. 

Please  do  not  write  to  Helen  or  Polly  just  now-- I mean 
do  not  write  to  taem  on.  this  subject,  i will  keep  in  touch 
with  you,  if  only  by  postal  card,  and  I nope  soon  to  be  able 
to  send  you  better  news. 


All  sood  wishes,  as  always, 


r 


HI  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 

Oct.  3,;|  1957 

1 i 


Dear  Bob, 


I am  grieved  to  tell  you  that  Polly  has  had  a cerebral 
txirombosis • I iiasten  to  add  tliat  there  is  no  immediate  cause 
for  great  alarm.  She  is  having  the  best  possible  medical  care 
with  the  doctors  here  in  constant  touch  with  Dr.  Claude  Dixon 
of  the  Mayo  Clinic.  He  is  the  one  who  operated  on  Polly’s 
face  and  he  knows  more  about  her  physical  make-up  than  anyone 
else.  The  severity  of  the  lesion  cannot  yet  be  determined,  but 
the  doctors  are  all  agreed  that  the  best  place  for  her  just  now 
is  at  home..  She  does  not  need  a nurse,  but  a nurse  is  in  the 
house  on  2^-hour  call.  A cook-housekeeper  has  been  installed, 
tneir  secretary  comes  every  day  to  help  Helen  with  the 
correspondence  and  everything  is  running  smoothly. 

felly's  attack  was  on  Sept.  27  which,  as  fate  would  have 
ic,  was  the  day  after  I had  gone  to  the  hospital  for  an  operation 
on  my  left  eye.  1 am  at  home  now,  but  the  eye  is  still  bandaged, 
-iowever,  the  sutures/are  due  to  come  out  tomorrow  and  I expect 
to  return . to  normal  vision  very  soon  afterwards.  I need  not  tell 
you  how. distressed  I am  that  I have  not  been  able  to  go  up  to 

Arcan  Ridge,  but  I shall  make  the  trip  as  soon  as  my  doctors  will 
allow  it. 


Polly's  mind  is  cloudy  and  bewildered--natural  under 
the  c i rcums tances-- and  I think  there  would  be  no  use  in  writing 
to  her  at  the  present  time.  Helen  is  bearing  up  wonderfully--in 
short,  is  being  her  superb  self. 

I hope  to  be  able  to  send  you  good  news  before  long. 
Meanwhile,  be  assured  that  you  will  be  kept  informed.  Will 
you  please  tell  Margaret  and  anyone  else  that  you  think  ought 
to  know.  We  are  trying  desperately  to  keep  it  from  the  press. 

With  a sorrowful  heart,  I am 
Yours  always. 


Rev.  Robert  Thomson 


1 


111  FLfth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Oct.  3,  1957 


Doer  EH  zabeth. 


What  w 3 have  feared  for  many  years  has  come  to 
pass.  PolLy  has  had  a cerebral  thrombosis,  and  as  cruel  fate 
would  have  it,  it  came  on  the  day  after  I went  to  the  hospital 
for  surgery  on  my  left  eye.  The  operation  was  very  successful 
and  I am  at  home  now,  but  the  eye  is  still  bandaged  and  it 
will  be  some  time  before  my  doctors  will  allow  me  to  go  to 
Arcan  Ridge. 


Everything  up  there  is  running  smoothly.  The 
best  possible  medical  care  is  being  given  and  while  Polly  does 
not  at  the  moment  need  a nurse  a nurse  is  in  the  house  on  24-hour 
call.  A housekeeper  has  moved  in,  their  secretary  comes  in 
every  day  to  take  care  of  letters,  and  many  people  are  standing 
by--so  many,  in  fact,  that  one  of  the  big  problems  is  to  keep 
them  away.  And  we  are  doing  everything  possible  to  keep  the 
n -:ws  from  the  press.  Polly's  mind  is  bewildered  and  there  would 
be  no  use  in  writing  to  her  now. 

I feel  dreadfully  handicapped  without  both  my 
own  eyes  and  heartsick  at  not  being  able  to  be  with  them,  but 
I spend  hours  a day  on  the  telephone.  I will  keep  you  in  touch: 
if  you  don't  hear  from  me  it  will  be  because  there  has  been  no 
change . 


Much  love. 


Miss  Elizabeth  Bain 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 

oct.  4,  1957 


Dearest  Nancy, 


On  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  I think  Kit  should  do 
whatever  her  own  feeling  dictates.  Helen  and  Polly  have  been 
very  pleased  about  the  whole  thing,  they  like  Bill  immensely, 
and  Helen  and  I are  cut  in  on  whatever  monies  are  forthcoming 
now  and  forevermore.  No  one  has  been  more  disturbed  about  the 
original  situation  than  Bill  3tnce  you  first  uncovered  it. 

I had  a long  story  about  the  trouble  I have 
been  haying  with  my  eyes  since  February,  but  it  seems  to  have 
lost  point  and  interest.  It  is  very  awkward  for  me  to  try  to 
operate  with  one  eye  (a  swivel  joint  in  my  neck  would  help) 
but  I have  at  least  had  the  grace  to  be  thankful  for  that  eye. 

The  sutures  come  out  this  morning  and  if  all  is  well,  and  I 
have  no  reason  to  think  it  will  be  otherwise,  I should  return 
to  normal  vision  within  a very  few  days.  I do  not  have  to  tell 
you  how  much  it  distresses  me  not  to  be  able  to  go  to  Helen  and 
Polly,  but  under  the  circumstances  I can't  go  until  I nave 
clearance  from  my  surgeon,  my  doctor,  and  Keith. 

In  my  first  letter  to  Helen  I told  her  that  she 
was  still  mistress  in  her  own  house  and  if  anyone  forgot  it  I 
would  have  their  hide  if  it  was  the  last  act  of  my  life.  I told 
Evelyn  Davidson  and  Robert  Barnett  that  I had  written  this  and  I 
have  asked  that  no  letters  go  out  under  Helen's  signature  without 
my  seeing  them.  Davidson  is  as  good  as  gold,  but  her  background 
of  knowledge  and  her  standards  of  typing  are  not  what  they  should 
be.  And  I want  no  violation  of  Polly's  personal  mail.  Dozens 
of  little  decisions  every  day  and  some  big  ones. 

The  house  is  well  staffed  and  I think  there  will  be 
no  intruders.  I think  you  will  be  amused  to  know  that  the  Gru.mr.ons 
were  the  first  who  tried  it  and  Lillian  who  has  never  liked  them 
had  the  pleasure  of  stopping  them  in  their  tracks  at  tne  door  and 
sending  them  away. 

I think  the  time  has  come  when  we  should  tell  the 
intimate  friends  who  will  be  hurt  if  they  first  hear  about  it 
through  the  press.  There  is  bound  to  be  a big  leak  soon--I 
rather  think  it  will  come  through  Barnett.  I have  written  to 
Mildred  and  to  Polly's  brother  and  have  had  Amelia  write  Phillips. 
I am  going  to  write  Conrad  Berens  and  one  or  two  others--you  and 
Kit  will  take  care  of  those  in  your  own  group.  I am  thinking 
especially  of  Reggie  Allen--he  ought  to  know  and  you  and  Kit  will 
know  who  else  to  tell. 

So  much  I would  like  to  talk  with  you  and  Kit 
about,  but  things  seem  to  be  running  as  smoothly  as  we  could  hope. 
Kit  is  our  anchor  man  on  the  medical  front.  Thank  God  for  that 
and  my  love  to  you  both. 


ill  Fifth  St.,  jurdan  City,  N.Y. 

Ofct.|4»  1957 


Dear  bl3a 


I come  with  bad  news  and  a 3 ad  heart. 


On  Sspt . 27  Polly  had  a cerebral  thrombosis  and 
we  do  not  yet  know  what  the  outcome  will  be.  It 
seemed  to  me  absolutely  diabolical  of  fate  to 
arrange  that  this  should  happen  the  day  after 
I was  operated  on  for  an  inversion  of  ray  left 
eyelid.  I heard  about  it  wnile  I was  still  in 
the  hospital.  I am  at  home  now,  the  sutures  are 
due  to  come  out  this  morning,  and  as  soon  as  I 
can  get  clearance  from  my  doctors  I shall  go  on 
up  to  Arcan  Ridge.  I need  not  tell  you  now  it  has 
torn  me  apart  not  to  be  able  to  go  sooner.  But 
of  course  everytning  possible  is  being  done  and 
Helen  is  being  her  superb  self  a3  always.  We 
are  trying  desperately  to  keep  it  from  the 
press,  but  I know  thut  Polly  would  want  i you  to 
know- -her  mind  is  still  hazy  and  bewildered. 

Many  people  are  standing  by,  but  no  visitors  are 
allowed,  no  flowers,  no  notes,  no  letters,  no 
cards  are  wanted.  I hope  to  be  able  to  send  you 
better  news  before  long. 


My  love. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gordon  City,  Mew  York 
October  i+,  1957 


Dear  Conrad  and  Frances, 


I am  sorry  to  tell  you 

that  ^olly  Thomson  had  a cerebral  thrombosis  on 
Sept.  27.  The  severity  of  the  lesion  is  not  yet 
known,  but  she  is  of  course  having  the  best  of 
medical  care,  wi  th  the  doctors  here  in  constant 
touch  with  Dr.  Claude  Dixon  of  the  Mayo  Clinic-- 
he  is  the  one  who  operated  on  Polly's  face  a few 
years  ago  and  he  is  more  familiar  with  her 
general  physical  make-up  than  anyone  else. 

As  fate  in  its 

inscrutable  way  would  have  it,  Polly's  attack 
came  the  day  after  I was  operated  on  for  an 
inversion  of  my  left  eyelid.  The  sutures  are 
due  to  come  out  this  morning  and  I hope  to  be 
able  to  go  to  Arcan  Ridge  early  next  week.  I 
need  not  tell  you  how  much  it  has  distressed  me 
not  to  be  with  them,  but  from  all  accounts  (and 
I am  in  touch  with  tne  house  every  day  and  some 
times  two  or  three  times  a day)  Helen  is  taking 
it  calmly--in  other  words  she  is  being  her 
superb  self. 


Vie  are  trying  desperately 
to  keep  the  news  from  the  press,  but  I know  that 
Polly  and  Helen  want  you  to  know.  I should  have 
said  tnat  Polly  would  want  you  to  know-~her  mind 
is  still  cloudy  and  bewildered. 

Sadly,  but  for  many 

reasons,  devotedly, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  *ew  York 
Oct.  5,  1957 


Dear  dill. 


The  sutures  are  out,  the  bandage  Is  off,  both  eyes 
are  functioning  (without  pain)  and  I an  planning  to  go  to 
Arcan  Ridge  on  Tuesday--only  a little  against  the  advice  of 
my  doctor.  I nave  clearance  from  Keith  and  Kit  and  Nancy  are 
sending  a car  and  chauffeur  to  take  me  up  and  bring  me  beck  on 
Wednesday.  It  was  a thrombosis  and  the  outcome  is  indeterminate 
Polly's  .iind  is  still  cloudy  and  bewildered,  but  I think  she 
will  recognize  me  at  intervals,  Helen  1 s of  course  being  her 
magnificent  self.  She  keeps  asking  when  I am  coming  and  I 
would  not  visit  upon  anyone  the  hell  that  this  has  put  me 
In.  And  when  I think  of  Polly's  lucid  intervals  my  mind  stops. 

<Vhen  I saw  the  first  announcement  of  T'.’fO  FOR  THE 

So  .S-.v  I thought  Oh  Lord,  a stunt;  when  I saw  the  cast 

I relaxed;  and  when  I saw  that  Arthur  Penn  was  director  T 
sat  back  licking  my  chops.  I expect  the  best  seats  in  the 
house  for  the  first  matinee  performance  and  I am  hoping 
(against  hope)  that  elen  and  Polly  will  be  with  me.  Isn't 

it  Shelley  who  says  something  about  hope  creating  out  of  its 

own  wreckage  the  thing  hoped  for l 

I long  to  se*  you,  but  the  dear  God  alone  knows  when 
it  can  be. 


^ M* 


r .S.  If  thl3  seems  to  indicate  a lack  of  confidence  in 
you,  not  so.  I think  you  are  like  Keith.  If  a thing  is  easy,  it 
is  no  fun,  if  it  is  difficult,  it  is  exciting,  if  it  is 
impossible — oh  Boyl 


Darling  Helen, 

but  we  shall  hLelTmuch  to  Slk  JbSut*thIt  y°“  raoelv»  thl  = . 
to  any  of  these  items.  ” Ut  tnat  we  may  not  get 

situatiDn  at  Little ^Rock^uf  i^roved^iiil  If™  the  Timo3*  The 
and  iiisenhoaxwer  was  written  - nJ-  n,ce  -)ne  on  'aubus 

disgrace  to  Arkansas  S thS'rest  ??  th»  h » U 3tlU  • 
sending  two  short  news  stories!  °f  th®  C°Untry*  Also  r »m 

xk±  itxxxi^a  jfan±y 

Soviet  Union  h^’*u22“i”fe^*n“"*eSth  tMt  ths 

la  tracking  lte  course  by  rallo  n S ! satellite  and  the  U.S. 

*nd  1 sh,u  kn°*  ■ mits% 

bo»  Teacher  uss^tren^^s^UolS,,?1**  ,.on  °£t*  3>  You  '’emomber 
did  In  fact.  J y 3 “lsPat 0,183  from  Russls.-how  we  all 

month,  it  is  *»*«  ‘Ms 

Dorothea  Dix,  Elizabeth  °eabodv  . J J Pho  virgins  ars 
Wyck'3  publishers  Dutton  tatherune  Sedgwick.  Van 

n '*•  aro  aliJO  the  publishers  of  this. 

his  vaccine  thi eTmornin 1°  T arrived  ?nd  *eith  is  getting 
tn-v  hospital  that  mine  will  have  to  be^ost"1  or  antibiotics  from 
sore  from  the  number  of  times  T .i'*  Postponed.  Jy  flanks  are 
be  taking  the  situation  calmly  Thore^^f*  ^°3t  poople  seei1  to 
course  everyone  is  uneasy.  9911  no  Panlc>  though  of 

sre  beautiful  to^tch^The  opoos^i  iLl*  f^11  ®wln«  and  the  games 
and  the  Milwaukee  Sraves,  are  i0  :vpw  *ork  Yankees 

Playing  is  magnificent!  I exLrt  ^ \ S’?  c;mntry  and  the 

afternoon  or  tomorrow  afternoon.  ' t?9t  n°tnlng  oufc  of  Keith  this 

and  the  bandage ^ hil^come^off^ today ^ 'DidUr  tell^  ^ ^id  yesterday 

la  a Sood  friend  of  Conrad's?  Th«  i 11  y thftt  *crgeon 

sinister  appearance  because  the  Lt/  i “f  *»»■  a rather 

a red  antiseptic  and  the  it -a  !ro  1 * t v - 1f  painted  * th 
In  other  words  I have  a hl«  -ir  of , ^ i,las  a cruised  appearance. 

-d  I « going  to  tsU^U^haTU^lVr  °“Xi  * 


you  to  heal  it.  ^ hea‘ at  the  point  of  breaking, 


I expect 


•y  love,  my  love,  my  love,  della 


Ill  F'fth  St.,  Garden  City,  Jew  York 

Oct.  6,  1957 


Dearest  Nancy, 


Will  you  please  take  care  of  this  on  the 
Dallas  end.  It  is  too  late  to  use  the  photograph  in  the 
book  and  I think  it  would  not  have  been  appropriate 
anyway  ( f rom  what  I know  of  the  make-up),  but  it  might 
be  very  useful  in  publicity.  Ask  them  to  send  a glossy 
print  to  Vlas  Barbara  Fills,  Doubleday  & Co.  Inc., 

§75  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  22.  She  is  the  editor  in 
charge  of  THE  OPEN  POOR  and  I shall  either  write  her  or 
telephone  her  about  it  on  Pond ay , whichever  seems  easier. 
I have  a good  many  letters  to  take  care  of,  e.g.,  one 
about  a Portuguese  translation  of  one  of  Helen's  books. 

Suite  by  accident  (he  didn't  tell  me)  I 
learned  that  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  has  a nico  citation  in 
the  Oct.  Good  Housekeeping  with  a picture  of  Bill.  He 
is  a valuable  recruit  to  our  little  army,  eager  to  do 
anything  he  possibly  cm  to  help.  I can ' t think  of 
anything--I  wish  to  God  I could. 

My  love  to  you  and  Kit, 


I hope  my  trip  to  Arcan  Ridge  will  ease  all 
our  hearts  a little, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  dew  York 
Oct.  6,  1957 


Dear  Mis3  Sills, 


Thank  you  for  your  note.  I am 
3orry  you  have  been  ill  and  I do  hope  very  much 
that  things  will  clear  up  enough  Tor  me  to  see 
you  before  long.  I shall  be  in  Garden  City,  sort 
of,  all  this  week,  but  I expect  to  return  to 
New  Hampshire  next  Sunday  evening.  Ken  will 
tell  you  about  the  situation  I an  in.  I want  you 
to  know,  but  I don't  want  to  write  it. 

Very  soon  you  will  probably 
receive  a photograph  of  Alexander  Clayton's 
portrait  of  Helen.  He  and  hi 3 manager  John 
Sanders  had  an  idea  that  it  might  be  used  in 
TH  . OPEN  DOOR.  I think  not,  but  it  coul<  be 
valuable  in  publicity,  especially  in  Pallas. 
Clayton  is  quite  well  known  in  Texas  and  not 
unknown  elsewhere  and  Helen's  only  brother 
Phillips  Keller  lives  in  Dallas.  Clayton  did 
a really  beautiful  portrait  of  Katharine  Cornell 
and  is  in  some  measure  a protege  of  ners.  This 
might  have  some  effect — I leave  it  sll  up  to 
you. 

All  good  wishes  I 
Sincerely, 


Miss  iarbara  Ellis 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Oct.  12,  1957 


Dear  Slizabeth, 


I spent  two  days  at  Arcan  Ridge  last  week, 
found  -’oily  much  better  than  I had  expected , . but  I am 
afraid  she  is  in  for  a long  pull  before  she  is  normal 
again.  The  nurse  and  the  doctors  say  that  her  improvement 
is  quite  remarkable  and  with  Polly's  spirit  anu  determination 
I should  not  be  surprised  at  a quicker  recovery  than  anyone 
can  now  expect.  Her  mind  is  still  bewildered  and  3he  doesn't 
know  what  has  happened  to  her,  can't  grasp  it,  but  she 
recognized  me  and  talked  rationally— -has  trouble  remembering 
words  and  forgets  what  she  has  said.  Her  vision  is  impaired-- 
how  much  and  how  permanently  no  one  yet  knows,  but  whatever 
laralysis  was  there  in  the  beginning  has  left  her  and  she  can 
spell  to  Helen.  I think  now  that  you  can  write. to  her  in 
your  normal  way,  but  say  nothing  that  will  indicate  t _>  her 
that  her  condition  is  or  has  been  serious. 

My  doctor  has  ordered  me  to  rest  and  heith 
and  I are  going  back  to  New  Hampshire  tomorrow  night  to  stay  v 
about  three  weeks.  (My  address  there  is  simply  Snowville, 

New  Hampshire).  Since  the  main  thing  Polly  needs  is  absolute 
rest  I think  it  is  better  for  her  for  me  to  be  away  (though 
the  doctor  and  the  nurse  were  glad  I went  to  see  her).  I'd 
like  to  be  with  Helen,  but  I haven't  the  strength  lor  it. 

I would  never  have  the  physical  strength  to  be  with  her  day 
in  and  day  out,  even  if  I did  not  have  obligations  elsewhere. 
She  and  Polly  are  both  in  good  hands,  loving  hands. 

If  you  do  not  hear  from  me  you  will  know 
that  things  are  progressing  normally.  I will  write  wnen  I 
can. 


With  much  love. 


Ill  Pifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Oct.  12,  1957 


Dear  avelyn. 


I have  just  sent  Mr.  Barnett  the  final  version 
ol  helen' s Hartford  speech.  I am  sending  j ou  a copy  in  case 
you  happen  to  need  it. 

I iud  hoped  to  get  off  to  you  before  leaving  here 
the  letters  that  I have  answered  3 you  can  file  them,  but  I 
have  had  u bud  stomach  upset — nerves  I guess- -and  I forgot 
that  this  was  Columbus  Day.  I'll  take  them  wl  th  me  and  send 
them  to  you  at  the  APB  after  I reach  Snowville. 

In  many  v,*iys  I hate  to  leave  now,  but  my  coc-tor 
says  I must.  I will  be  thixiking  of  you  all  all  the  time  and 
I shall  expect  you  to  call  upon  me  for  vh&tever  I can  do. 


Affectionately, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Oct.  1 2,  1957 


Dear  Bob, 


I am  inclosing  Helen's  Hertford  speech.  I think  it 
could  be  used  either  bis  speech  or  message,  ner  original 
opening  was  ''  !r.  vVLthe,  'Governor  rtibicoff,  and  Friends.” 

Circa nstaacea  .ill  determine  Ahetner  01*  not  tills  snould  be 
used,  out  tie  Governor's  nans  should  es  brought  in  3omonow 
if  he  is  present.  If  you  have  «u iy  questions,  1 Can.  b;  reached 
in  SnowvL'ile,  New  Hampshire.  The  telephone  is  Conway--Hickory 
I leave  here  tomorrow  evening  ana  expect  to  be  away  for 
about  tiiree  weeks.  I am  sorry  to  ^o,  but  ,ny  aoctor  says  I 
must  and  I do  truly  think  it  is  oetter  for  Polly  for  me  not 
to  be  there  for  a while.  Absolute  rest  13  whet  ahe  keeda-- 
no  visitors. 


7-2287. 


All  good  wishes, 


&&  n * 7 

Helen  K.ollar'3  speech  for  Hartford  (final  copy) 

With  deep  emotion  I thank  you  for  the  honor  you  have 
conferred  upon  me.  It  is  part  of  the  precious  reward  for  the  work 
that  I have  done  during  many  years  — tiro  work  that  is  the 
music  And  t'no  light  of  my  life. 

Truly  I am  thrilled  by  the  heart-stirring  advances  which 

tho  rational  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  blindness  is 

c, 

making  in  -no  re  sue  of  more  and  more  people  from  physici  1 
darkness.  Especially  I wish  to  tell  you  how  it  warms  me  to 
know  what  Connecticut  has  none  to  oppress  its  appreciation  of 
my  endeavors  and  it  gratifies  me  beyond  words  that  "Helen 
Keller  Day"  is  planned  us  u mighty  shove  towards  tho  p ovention 
of  blindness.  I bless  Connecticut  for  what  it  has  accomplished 
for  the  education  of  blind  youth  and  the  rehabilitation  of  the 
adult  blind. 

Despite  untoward  happenings  in  the  world  I feel  that 
this  is  a period  vibrant  wi  th  larger  hopes  and  luminous  wi  th 
greater  pos3 J bilties  of  achievement  than  in  ant  history.  Ju  .t  as 
the  horizons  of  our  universe  have  been  widened  by  the  nor 
astronomy,  so  our  sense  of  the  power  for  good  has  been  intensified 
by  the  groing  cooperation  of  medicine,  surgery,  and  rose- ■ ch  in 
conquering  blindness-- a no.  deafness  and  lameness,  and  mental  ill 
health.  Surely  this  is  a court*  go-kind  ling  thought  with  which  to 
gird  ourselves  to  fight  the  battle  for  the  light,  the  glorious 
fulfilment  of  mankind's  effort  to  become  civilized.  I have 
great  faith  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  our  cause! 


Helen  Keller 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Oct.  12,  1957 


V 


Dear  Bob, 


I spent  two  days  at  Arcan  Ridge  this  week,  though 
of  course  not  staying  in  the  house  at  night.  I think  I told 
you  that  the  house  is  full.  I found  Polly  much  better  than 
I expected,  talked  wi.  th  her  doctor  and  he  says  that  she  is 
making  months  of  convale  cence  into  weeks  by  her  will-power 
and  spirit.  Her  mind  is  still  bewildered  and  sh ) cannot 
grasp  what  has  happened  to  her,  but  she  recognized  me  and 
talked  rationally  most  of  the  time.  She  forgets  from  day  to 
day,  even  from  minute  to  minute,  but  in  the  early  days  after 
the  attack  she  recognized  no  one.  She  can  still  spell  to 
Helen  and  Helen  is  constantly  at  her  bedside.  Polly's 
vision  is  impaired;  this  may  be  temporary,  as  indeed  may 
everything  that  has  happened.  She  may  be  in  for  a long 
pull  and  needs  absolute  quiet.  No  visitors  are  allowed,  but 
I see  no  reason  why  you  and  the  rest  of  the  family  should  not 
write  to  her  in  your  normal  way.  I need  not  say  that  there 
should  be  nothing  in  the  letters  x to  alarm  her  about  herself. 
At  one  point  she  asked  me  to  write  to  you  and  was  comforted 
when  I told  her  that  I had  already  written. 

On  my  doctor's  orders  I am  going  back  to  our 
place  in  New  Hampshire  tomorrow  night.  I expect  to  be  away 
for  about  three  weeks,  but  shall  be  in  constant  touch  with 
Arcan  Ridge  during  this  period.  I really  think  it  is  better 
for  me  to  stay  away  for  a while,  though  in  fact  I have  no 
choice.  My  operation  was  emlnantly  successful,  but  it  will 
be  a little  while  before  my  eyes  are  entirely  back  to  normal. 
If  you  do  not  hear  from  me  it  is  because  things  are  going 
along  wi  thout  significant  change. 

My  address  away  from  Garden  City  is  simply 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire. 


Sadly,  affectionately. 


°c,  Oct.  13,  1957 


Dearest  Nancy, 


Back  to  Snowville  tonight,  all  washed  uo  Mav 
stay  until  after  Election  Day,  but  all  movements  uncertain, 
nven  11  I thought  it  was  wise  to  be  at  Arcan  Ridge,  I wouldn't 
be  any  good  now.  Don't  knowif  you  have  our  present  telephone 
up  there:  Conway,  Hickory  7-22G7.  p one 

11  *00  - vf  ; , ti"1“  -t0  cali  Westport  is  from  about 

t-*00  to  ^.3.,  P . M . on  ion..  Wed.,  and  Fri.,  the  ^avs  that 

fT5hn  CaTid.cn  Is  there.  She  Is  now  Mrs.  Selde  (pronounced 
J is  using  this  name  ore  than  Davidson. 


One  of  the  greatest 


of  good  fortune  in 


the  house  is  the  nurse,  Mrs.  Shook,  who  has  been  taking  care 
of  lelon  3 eczema  all  summer  and  was  already  a daily  familiar 
figure.  She  is  a gentlewoman  with  dignity  and  presence,  firm 
anc  tenner.  She  is  rot  rouu'ly  available  by  telephone,  since 
®he  1®  always  upstairs  with  Polly  and  the  telephone  there  has 
b>en  cl?  scour  octed,  but  she  is  the  one,  more  oven  than  the 

fr°m  v'-lorn.1  thi;lk  v;s  should  take  our  signals.  She  is 
; h_  oll3  day,  minute  bj  minute,  knows  her  well,  and 

is  of  course  in  constant  touch  v-ith  the  doctors. 

. u’s . Shook  is  troubled  about  the  slow  progress 

or  improvement  in  the  eczema— recently  it  has  become  as  bad  as 
lb  fV3r  ;va;3  and  she  wanted  to  change  dermatologists.  A release 
musr  be  had  from  Dr.  Frank  in  White  P^ins;  she  can  get  this 
irom  :.r,  Murdock  and  T told  her  to  go  ahead.  Another  worry, 
loli,;/  nad  told  me  that  Helen  had  a callous  on  her  foot  which 
hao  to  be  removed  by  surgery  and  she  was  going  to  have  it  done 
m tov.  after  the  Oct.  engagements  were  over,  Helen  was 
complaining  of  her  foot  when  I saw  in  her  1Y  in  Aug.  and  Polly 
tolu  me  recently  that  Helen  had  fallen  several  times  while  tney 
were  out  walking;  2 or  3 days  ago  she  dragged  Lillian  down 
with  .03 r.  One  of  the  doctors  has  had  a pad.  put  in  her  shoe  to 
relieve  the  pressure.  It  is  not  a callous.  It  is  a tumor  (maybe 
oily  '•  i-n  t Know  this).  Mrs.  Shook  did  not  know  if  a biopsy 
haJ  beon  taken.  I p.skod  Helen  about  it  and  she  said  she  was' 
going  to  have  it  off  in  Nov.  and  that  she  was  going  to  take 
Polly  to  the  hospital  so  nobody  could  bother  liar  while  she 
Wc'k'  ^ toll  you  An • 1 1 e f- ollivar.' 3 Helm  is  magnificent  and 

more  competent  in  practical  affairs  than  wo  hud  dreamed.  She 
liko  an  oxocutivc  at  his  dosk  whsn  wo  wont  ov g r hor 
correspondence.  She  told  me,  our  indomitable  Helen,  that  if  3he 
knew  some  one  at  the  Lexington  Ave.  School  for  the  Deaf  who 
could  go  on  the  platform  with  her  she  would  make  the  speech 
at  Hartford,  but  since  this  would  kill  our  indomitable  Polly 
lot  it  drop,  but  this  gives  us  our  cue  as  to  where  to  get 
a skilled  person  when  and  If  one  is  needed. 


^ think  we  shall  get  no  real  help  from  Helen's 
atn  L ly  • lice,  note  from  Mildred,  just’back  from  her  ceramics 
class,  anything  3he  could  do  she  would,  but  all  seemed  to  have 
■con  arranged  by  a loving  hand,  hoped  my  eye  was  better,  and  then 
to  her  3 fine  grandsons.  Helen  doesn't  want  her  now--doesn' t want 


anyone.  The  household  Is  running  beautifully,  but  Lillian 
cannot  stay  ircief lnl tely — the  cramped  situation  Is  getting 
on  the  nerves  of  her  husband  (who  has  ulcers)  and  her  t en-age 
son  who  uicses  his  fraodora.  Those  two  mean  more  to  Lillian 
than  anyone  olse  in  the  world,  but  3he  xast  promised  to  3tay 
on  a few  weeks.  She  wants  a couole  in  tne  hou.se--has  none  to 
recommend,  but  it  will  have  to  be  someone  (I'd  settle  for 
either  a nan  or  a woman)  that  Ann  and  Lillian  can  get  along 
with.  Here  we  have  to  live  a day  at  a time. 


Polly  is  going  to  be  a oac  patient.  Already  she  is 
as'aing  when  all  these  people  are  going  to  leave  her  and  Helen 
alone  and  sometimes  she  sends  her  baby-sitter  out  of  the  room 
(Lillfwi  or  her  mother  or  Ann)  and  the  baby-sitter  retires  to 
Helen’s  bedroom  to  keep  watch  where  Polly  cannot  see  her. 

Nobouy  is  .saving  an  easy  time. 

When  Jimmy  Adams  Oots  bask  from  curopo  I think  there 
should  03  a financial  review  by  Helen's  trustees.  Barnett 
is  holding  sack  their  cur--e.it  salaries  to  lake  cc.ro  of  current 
expenses;  I think  this  will  not  cover  tnem  and  I see  no 
likelihood  of  a cecreass,  '..specially  with  Helen's  operation 
coming  ap.  The  neurologist  incidentally  was  not  from  Presbyterian 
"ut  was  trained  there  r.n d ..as  on  the  staff  for  a while;  is  now 
in  practice  in  ..Lite  Plains. 


I thought  Kit’s  letter  to  Barnett 
would  do  much  to  keep  in  her  good  graces. 


splendid- -he 


After  I mai 
I novo  finished  some 
things  I should  nave 
and  gratitude  to  you 


1 this,  which  I intend 
other  letters,  I shall 
said.  I'll  let  them  go 
and  Kit,  • 


to  do  as 
think  of 
and  3 end 


soon  as 
a hundred 
my  love 


l9  ^ 


n 


Oct.  13 


far  Ling  Girls, 


r , ,,  1 cannot  tel1  you  hov.  wonderful  it  was  to  be  with 

you.  •.  like  to  be  within  touching  distance  of  the  'eople  I 
love  and  it  was  marvellous  to  see  that  in  times  of  crisis  as 
at  all  other  times,  you  are  your  magnificent  solves. 


within  a few 


?-J 


will  take  th 


is 


train  to  .New 

, hours — my  doctors  say  that  J must  have 

dreadful  to  bo  under  such  orders  at  the  present  t’m*  I 
vu  ah  I were  mace  of  stronger  stuff. 


Hampshire 
rest- -it 


I looked  up  Catharine  Sedgwick,  the  '-bird  of 
hlady-s  three  iri.se  virgins,  and  foi  nd  tt  it  I was  wrong.  She  was 
n°l  ? teacher,  but  a novelist,  a pioneer  in  tlie  creation  of  the 
novel  of  domestic  life  in  the  Tnitod 
the  DICTIONARY  OV  A-^SRICAN  BIOGRAPHY: 


-tat 03 . i quote  . rom 

. » a 


Believing  that  the 


safety  of  >0-  reoublic  depended  noon  fro  domestic  virtues 
tue  oeople , 3 no  tried  to  render  wholesome  living  and  unaf 
goodness  attractive.”  She  belonged  to  her  period  (she  was 
born  in  Stockbr ' dge , '’ass.  in.  1789  end  died  in  West  Hoxburv, 
ass.  in  l'-hTJ,  and,  as  might  be  expected  her  novels  were 
wi xdly  romantic,  but  the  life  of  simple  country  people  was 
faithfully  recorded . She  was  interested  in  reform,  but  cover 
belonged  to  any  of  the  extreme  groups.  ' uch  of  her  ?d  ric  in' 
this  direction  was  done  ’'or  the  Y’oemn's  Prison  Association 


of 

ected 


of  Mew  York.  Hawthorne  celled  h 


and  many  people 
Her  last,  novel, 


paid  tribute  to  her  cv 


her  "our  most  truthful  novo list" 


was  68,  was  "to 


Harm  and  intelligence. 

'"r‘  M •'  SINGL  ?,  written  in  iby7  when  she 
, - „ contradict  the  Idea  that  unmarried  waxen  were 

useless.  She  lived  quietly,  war  sought  out  by  distinguished 
visitors  from  all  over  the  world,  and  throughout  her  Jifc 
was  surrounded  by  devoted  friends  and  relatives. 

I thought  especially  of  i’olly  yesterday 


afternoon  when  we  watched  over  television  tv- 
«•««  lieabeth  II  In  Ottawa.  T found  it  thrillia 
a Ousen  flying  across  the  ocean  so  car”  miles  to 
of  her  dominions.  Her  reception  was  very  moving. 


arrival  of 

0 to  think  of 
visit  one 


cog ay 1 
ill 


I haven't  yet  had  time  to  look  «: 

Paper,  but  if  I see  anything  of  epochal  intern : 
clip  it  and  ?oni  it  to  Vita  ho  03.  Don't  over  forget  that  I 
sir.  always  at  the  end  of  the  telephone  vine  nr  t>  it  a 
standing  army  of  friends  await  the  signal" from  you  and  Joll; 


Hy  love,  my  love,  and  hoi th' 3,  Holla 


Cct  . 1 6,  1957 


Tear  Mildred, 

I am  dear  erst  el y sorry  that  I haven't 
been  able  + o write  to  you  sooner,  but  I hav9  really 
been  wasted  uy  , partly  because  of  the  severe  reaction 
X to  the  enlcillln  shots,  l asked  Parley  and 

Katharine  to  pet  In  touch  with  you. 

Things  are  going  along  very  -well  indeed 
at  Arcan  "'1  ge  and  while  rol^y  has  her  ups  and  downs 
the  curve  or  Improvement  Is  steady  and  the  doctor 
thinks  that  by  T- rid«.v  she  way  be  able  to  coqg  downstairs. 
She  has  been  sitting  up  every  day  for  several  days  (she 
was  in  bed  while  I was  there),  she  is  able  to  use  or 
right  hand  ( th°  left  hand  was  never  affected)  and 
whatever  oaralysls  may  have  been  in  her  right  leg  has 
disappeared.  She  cannot  see  very  vej...  and  tests  of  her 
vision  will  soon  be  made.  Ibis  bothers  her  very  much 
and  so  does  the  fact  that  her  mind  is  not  clear--lt 
is  clear  enough  for  her  to  realize  this,  but.  a great 
deal  or  the  tine  she  is  rerfectly  rational.  Ite  doctors 
say  the.4  in  cases  of  cerebral  hemorrhage  Ike  to  is 
the  vision  and  tie  rind  are  the  last  narts  of  the  body 
to  make  recovery. 

he..en  las  been  n>;  gnif  leant.  1 tad  sever  - I 
long  talks  with  her  while  I wo  a in  Westport  and  she 
wants  no  one  to  coaie  now.  I told  her  trial  I would  .ot 
you  and  Catharine  know  instantly  if  ehr  wanted  either 
one  of  you.  'ihe  reason  lj  that  Polly  needs  absolute  rest 
with  the  minimum  change  in  the  routine  to  which  she  is 
accustomed.  A*o'.en  is  carrying  on  at  her  desk,  ihe  a :d 
I went  over  a -Teat  batch  of  correspondence  ■-’'•lie  I 
was  there;  her  secretary  Mrs.  Evelyn  3»lde  is  there 
three  ays  a week  and  t e work  la  moving  forward.  1 
told  her  that  I vmi]  1 no  - be  back  for  4hree  weeks.  I 
was  not  and  am  not  In  nhyslcal  condition  ‘o  be  1'  are  long 
at  a time;  1 stayed  wit h Ethel  Clark  • »nt  tl  1 

art  of  two  d.iys  with  'elen  and  Tolly.  Hut  even  if  I were 
8*  rong  enough  I think  1*  better  for  me  to  stay  '.wry  for  a 
while.  It.  Is  on  Polly's  mind  that  she  mud  get  back  to 
work  and  I think  y resence  wo  ild  Intensify  this 
longing,  since  we  so  of*en  talk  over  the  roJect3  that 
lie  ahead. 


It  is  hard  on  is  ail  to  be  able  to  do  so 

little,  but  I a:n  sure  the  doctors  and  the  nurse  are 
right,  oljy  and  ' elen  •■'now  thet  you  and  Phillips  now 
about  oily's  Illness  and  I +hlnk  It  would  be  v good  Idea 
tor  you  *o  wrii o them  n little  note.  I have  written  to 
oily's  brother  and  I have  a number  of  letters  to  take 


care  of  for  Helen — the  usual  run  of  requests  for 
something . If  you  ^on' t hear  from  me  direct,  you  will 
hear  through  Nancy  and  Katharine. 

v1;°y  y°u  are  wllh  all  those  gandsana  grandsons' 

.11©  b©st  i i:  j.  ro  1.66n  citil©  to  do  in  ! 'fit  direcl  ion  is  q. 
go'  son  and  even  that  Is  rather  wonderful. 

v’ith  all  good  wishes,  I am 


’h'er  yours, 


Gc1  . 16,  l957 


Darling  Girls, 


e sow  sputnik  Just  before  dawn  this  uiornlntr' 
You  re-  ember  that  • lne  in  eats'  sonnet.  On  First  Looking 
into  Chapman' a Homer  when  >e  says  he  felt  like  some  watcher 
of  the  skies  when  e np>w  planet.  Rwims  into  his  ken.  It  was"' 
Hke  that.  I don’t  know  what  we  would  do  without  the  oel  - to 
help  me  exrres  our  thoughts.  It  whs  thrilling  to  see  the 
bright , purposeful  little  object  moving  swifts  ur  among 
tb®  stars  and  how  we  both  longed  For  the  two  of  you  to  be 
with  us  on  the  terrace  as  we  watched.  It  is  visible  for 
on'y  e few  minutes  just  before  sunshine  and  Just  after  sun- 
set and  we  felt  ourselves  very  fortunate. 


"■ “ * autumn  color  here  is  past  its  height,  but 
still  beautiful.  We  have  had  on’y  a llMle  frost,  which 
means  t.hai  we  atm  have  flowers'.  A string  of  vl’d,  geese 
f?v  overhead  on  ♦heir  way  south  the  morning  we  cane,  always 
n wonierfu.i.  slorht  io  see,  e wonderful  sound  to  he  .r. 

I was  pleased  to  coo  in  the  SAT’.HPAY  ’ FVIKW  for 
Oct.  12  the  fo  Hewing  quotation  from  ILF  cm  ACAD:  { miss 
■ insert  roin  inclosed)  Ihla  ia  very  good  advance 

publicity,  i ‘cine-,  the  M 1 1 la  book  will  make  its  mark  in 
the  world. 


he  third  volume  of  Sir  ’.vine ton*  a pIS^CFY  OF 
n * • NCji  l.ih  S r.A  IkG  ■ FOPLES  is  out  , carrying  the  s4ory  from 
the  Eng.isc  Revolution  of  1 603  through  the  American  Revolution 
and  on  to  Waterloo.  I have  a copy  on  order  rand  will  send  It  to 
Polly  after  1 have  read  it. 

- nave  been  very  pleased  with  the  news  from 
Arcan  cldge.  i oily  seems  tc  be  improving  in  a way  * - t ie 
all  but  mircuLouo.  So  may  it  continue. 

The  Conantg  were  hero  yester  iay — bro  ght  tieir 
own  sandwiches  for  a picnic  lunch,  so  thoughtful  of  them,  but 
tt.ey  Know  tr.at  I was  tired,  not  yet,  fully  recovered  from  my 
operation.  Catharine  sent  ter  very  apeclax  love  to  both  of 
you— you  are  surrounded  by  h wall  of  love  and  I count  it 
a privilege  that.  I am  a part  of  it.  And  so  doe3  Keith.  Neila 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
Oct.  16,  1957 


er  r 


.we]  y n, 


need  to  take^he  ^dra^fo!^  Tti?  ^®..°,n.toP  you 

i!t  ,if-  in  a separate  pile  or  gomsthlL  or  ■ ' 'V0;v  or 

handy  when  the  hook  is  published  iV./'nt”  1 ' ±l  w111  be 

further  attention  now  li  J 8 ot!iera  need  no 

need  to  take  a necond*look.  ' 'h‘'yE  f,frk;  ln  red  when  you 


can’ t tel 
would  have 
been  on  the 
have  been. 

Aake  care  of  yourself. 

Affect ionately , 

• : amu.  H.  if 

vest  or’qv  T A5  t5re  °f.a  r’c  rt-y  Linp  and  who  the  lift!®  bov  was 
to  go  fiihing.  n°  ea"'he  ?robably  want^  to  Take  a date 


Dearest  Girls, 


Oct . 17 


What  follows  Is  Ihe  only  review  I have  seen 
gf  th r-  rlct'ire  that  was  made  from  ' HF  G7  0FY  ' r FSH!BR 
Cor.l  ELI  6 . I (ton1 1 know  If  it  has  yet  opened  in  New  York — 

I can’t  find  it  Hated  a:.' eng  the  otr.er  moviea--but  it 
so'jnds  perfectly  awful.  It  might  conceivably  be  jocular — 
no  one  can  ever  tecl  Just  what  the  rub. ic  vill  like— -tut 
it  cannot  bs  taken  seriously.  It  cor  es  a xong  way  t ron.  i ue 
book,  but  seems  equally  foul,  ere  It  .'a: 

' o se.v  sputnik  again  '.hie  morning,  but  because  it 
was  cloudy  our  view  was  not  so  clear  as  yesterday.  >e  are 
slowly  tucking  our  gar  en  a. way  for  the  winter  and  ‘ in.  ing  ox 
vou  bo tV.  all  tv'e  tire. 

Our  love  ever  and  always,  >:ella 


Oct.  17,  1957 


bear  Lenoro, 


Well,  ve  made  it  back 
wha'  with  fatigue  and  anxiety  and 
cnicj  i 1 j. n 3 . ere  were  1 imen  when 

wou  Id n ’ t . 


o the  hill,  though 
a bad  reaction  to 
I war  afraid  vre 


-he  newB  from  Arcan  Ridge  is  good.  Folly 
is  axttxng  up  every  day  and  the  doctor  thinks  are  can 
negotiate  tr.r  stairs  tomorrow,  he  wants  her  to  move 
around  anr  exercise  ter  hands,  ffer  vision  is  still 
bao  t-.e.e so *"c.-uents  are  to  be  taken  to  see  how  had— and 
<er  mind  is  far  iron  clear,  though  rational,  a good  hit 


of  the  time . 3ho  i as  her 
begun  to  ash  aboil  the 
for  you  t.o  wriie  rer  a 


good  days  and  bad  days 


'e i 1 end  j * h ir!r 


now  lr  the  time 


get  back  to  hor  desk 
people  are  going  to 
and  Helen  alone*.  I am 


. i 1 1 1 e note.  She  is  anxious 


to 


everybody,  but  we  have  to  take  it. 
not  plan  to  go  back  until  the  end 
present  staff  fills  every  room  in 
If-  ■’  ope  tc  . • • It  a c -day 


and  she  is  asking  when  all  these 
ou4  oi  the  I louse  end  leave  her 
■Vi  rat'-  a bed  time  ilee  ahead  for 


get. 


as  it  comes  and  I ^o 
of  this  month,  he 
the  house  and  next  time 
t-ri  fro®  Gar  ei  Oil 


I hope  you  are  well  and  that  a pleasant 
winter  lies  ahead  of  yen.  If  you  don,+  near  from  r,e 
you  >11..:  know  t . t there  has  been  no  radical  change. 


' f fectionat v y , 


October  19*  J9r7 


P<?p r Helen  rn  1 Leonard, 


I r>r  sorry  I have  taken  bo  ‘ ong 
to  acknowledge  voik  svreet  rote  of  hot.  6.  I re rd  1*  to 
..  ■ 8p«  it  to  Helwn,  1 was  able  to  it  ere 

only  two  days  (ry  ’actors  protested  prglnet  ever  that 
much),  but  T fo  mo  things  r uining  smoothly,  Helen  an' 

Folly  well  taken  carp  of.  1 am  afrai  it  will  be  a long, 
t ime*  before  oily  car.  lave  visitors.  What  she  needs  is 
absolute  quiet  ^n-1  tv  e kindest  thing  her  friends  can  do 
is  to  atpy  evay  and  not  to  telephone.  Inis  is  very  hard 
for  us  all,  but  tl  r doctors  and  the  nurse  I am  sure 
are  right.  Of  courts  1 count  as  s.  :ienr ber  of  tre  family 
and  it.  breaks  my  eart  tbot  I cpr  't  be  vlt:  1 tax  all 
the  time.  At  i - moment,  tkoug1-  my  operation  was  very 
successful , I a simply  r,o+  strong  enough.  Im -.roving 
every  cay  tho  gh.  l toil  ' el  on  v ;en  1 .left  l.at  it  /.ouxd 
be  three  weeks  before  I cameback*  but  1.  m.-y  not  ho  bo 
long. 

I am  in  constant  touch  with  the 
In  n I am  t hying  to  •«  boti  sl«n*s 

>liy  'a  1 y ’ o c . - - hi  i.  ; • 

not  hear"  from  me  before.  TTthcl  tsle-honn  - from  time 
to  time  (my  uuebot  .ere  ie  Conwa.y , how  Huir.ushi  e. 

Hickory  7-22H7)  and  I have  asked  ber  ' o let  you  *nov 
wha  tho  situation  i3. 


V»  can no ' any  of  us  help  l alng 
anxious,  bu*  th°  doctors  give  us  reason  to  hope. 

’ince^ely  yours, 


F.C 

box 


. After  I 
had  come 


’ -ft 
from 


pick  n;  my 
such  pleasure 
for  leien  ar.l 
he”  h:  a*  rued:  4 he 


Ml?  inn  t ol*  r c-  that  ..  < ' c.r;  lug  pitt 
that  I was  included.  1 shall 
U ere  ' • ’ — 1 ■ e e fiber  wj 


you  or1’ 


present  when  ] ._ 

t.\e  evening  that  ' o:»n-  r i c:...ec^od 
"oily  and  i.ie — I thought  11  tost  r • 

excel  right  note  for  each  o:  us 


th 


orfurr.e 

HPh.bl  e 


Oct.  19,  1957 


Dear  Lenore, 


Just  after  my  la&fe  note  Polly 
had  a relapse.  She  has  rallied  from  It,  but  I 
am  afraid  the  prognosis  Is  not  good  for  any- 
thing lilce  complete  recovery.  T stay  in 
constant  touch  wi+h  the  house  and  there  is 
nothing  that  can  be  done  at  the  moment.  It 
makes  me  ache  all  over  not  to  be  with  P'elen, 
but  I can't  go  yet.  I haven't  been  In  a very 
good  emotional  climate  for  recovery  since  my 
operation.  I ora  improving  every  day,  but  ay 
s t rang tb  b as  no t re t \ i rned . 

I write  Pel  on  nearly  every  morning 
and  have  the  letters  brsilled.  Thin  delays 
their  arrival,  but  it  is  the  only  way  I know 
Just  now  to  have  direct  contact  with  her.  ..hen 
I was  there  she  said  she  did  not  want  you  yet, 
or  anybody,  but  another  relapse  for  Polly  might, 
change  her  mind.  If  this  should  be  true  I will 
telephone  you. 

£v a ry  c o s s i bl e sort  re t etn p s s e era s 
t.o  have  happened,  but  I won't  go  Into  this  now. 
Helen,  so  far  as  I can  tell,  remains  calm  and 

magnificent. 


5a  ly  , 


Oct.  19,  1957 


Darling  i.elen, 


You  are  the  Tast  i erson  I think  of  vhen  1 
go  to  bed  at  night,  the  first.  In  my  mini  when  I wake  in 
the  morning.  I want  po  much  1 o be  wit  you  that  it  hurts. 

I try  to  he  ' at lent  because  X know  that  1 tvjst  be  if  1 am 
to  b^  any  good  to  you  or  anybody  else,  but.  it  is  not  oasy  . 

Don't  forget  that  -more  is  ready  c come  if 
you  want  her  and  that  Kilo  rad  or  mtrarine  can  come.  I am 
afraid  tret  we  r.ay  be  in  for  a longer  ^srio'-  of  convalescence 
than  we  ha'  counted  uron,  but  ^oily’s  ••ill  over  is  a 
factor  ‘-'at  cannot  be  discounted  and  I now  she  will  put 
it  to  use  for  all  sbe  is  worth.  I ru  glad  Jimmy  A’ens 
is  back,  he  will  be  e tower  of  strength  for  us  all. 

his  goes  to  you  with  more  love  than  I can 
say  and  the  love  of  many  ethers  cones  with  It  through  me. 
Chief  of  these  is  ^eith  of  course,  but  I eou  d mention 
Leonard  an  ’ helen  and  Kathrmlne  and  T arry  Coant  an-'  Yancy 
and  Katharine  and  A:  slip  and  Ethel  and  Eddie  an'  Elsa  and 
Lenore  and  1 don't  know  who  all  else. 

If  t ere  is  anything  you  want  any  of  us  to 
do,  tali  p;e  and  it  will  be  done  if  it  is  humanly  ; oseible. 

la  e,  love,  love, 


Neil  a 


Snowville  | New  Hampshire 
Oct  . go,  1957 


Dear  Bert, 


"Bert"  because  Polly  is  a member  of  my 
and  1 count  myself  a member  of  hers.  ' 


family 


I 

and 


• five 

that 


1 1 ; 1 1 e 
3 i t ie 


writ t en 
like  it 
feel  thnt,  you  should 


to 

is 


add  r.o 
no  t as 


wna t 1 have  already 

+ . _ , _ , pood  as  l should 

to  be,  but  I know  how  anxious 

knov;  the  truth. 


you  are  anc  I 


rallied, 
the  hope 
m i gh  t be 
determined. 


• °J-  '-y  v'n<3  a sl  ight  relapse  last  week.  She  has 
bu  i I t - Ink  we  must  not  deceive  ourselves  with 
"hot  her  recovery  can  ever  be  complete.  Ibis 
possible,  for  i oily  is  uniquely  strong  and 


- 3 1 r>  of  her  eyesight  were  made  on  Saturday  by 
-;r.  Conrad  Berens,  their  devoted  ophthalmologist  since  J 
xong  before  leach  or  died.  He  himself  is  no  longer  young 
,r  ‘">  aias,  or  us  all),  bu4  to  show  you  toe  kind  of 
loving  care  that  'oily  Is  getting,  ho  made  t -e  not. 
inconel  d©rabJ  e trip  from  Oyster  Pay  to  vestr>ort  t o carry 
out  tr.e  tests  himself.  • her©  is  serious  Impairment  to  the 
vision;  no  on-  can  tell  to  what  extent  it  will  improve, 
her  mind  si  lil  oom^s  end  jpoeo  and  she  does  not  vet 
comprehend  what  has  happened  to  her.  Her  doctor” assures  us 
that  the  eves  and  i he  mind  are  the  last  to  recover  in  cases 
of  this  sort  an-’  that  hsr  Lack  of  memory  r.t  this  oint  is 
in  her  favor,  since  it  keeps  her  from  frel ting. 


It  in  true  that  she  still  spells  to  i-eien,  but  of 
course  not  long  at  a lime  and  not  always  rationally,  elen  is 
not  as  mu c r wii  r.er  as  she  w<  s for  a time,  for  what  roily  needs 
is  rest,  rent , rest— -absolute  rest.  AH.  that  can  ho  lone  is 
being,  'tone  and  all  h~r  friends  have  been  warned  to  y away. 

I am  family  so  I don't  count,  bu ! mless  some  crisis  occurs 
I do  not  intend  to  go  down  until  the  end  of  the  month.  Helen 
remains  superb,  always  within  lolly's  reach,  meant  iv  busying 
herself  at  the  desk. 

My  heart  is  heavy,  but  I can  still  sign  lyceif, 
hopeful ly , as  well  as  affectionately,  yours, 


Snowvillc,  New  Hampshire 
Oct  . 20,  1957 


Dearest  Nancy, 

By  the  time  you  get  this  I am  sure  you  will  have 
learned  about  Polly's  set-back  last  week.  Fhe  has  rallied,  but 
I think  we  must  not  deceive  ourselves  with  too  much  hope  for 
full  recovery.  I asked  the  doctors  to  get  in  touch  with  Conrad 
Berens  about  the  tests  of  Polly's  eyes;  he  came  himself  on 
Saturday  and  the  results  were  not  very  good.  I have  not  talked 
with  him  my  self,  but  I had  this  from  Jimmy  Adams  who  was  there 
with  Conrad.  On  near  vision  Folly  cannot  make  out  the  largest 
figure  on  a five-dollar  bill.  When  I was  fhere  she  could  tell 
that  a picture  across  the  room  was  crooked,  but  she  really  could 
not  see  much. 


Jimmy,  Just  back  from  Europe  and  beset  with 
anxieties  of  his  own,  is  rendering  Invaluable  service.  He  and 
you  and  Kit  ware  the  ones  I tried  to  get  that  night  in  the 
hospital  when  I did,  thank  God,  get  you.  In  consultation  with 
the  doctors  and  the  nurse  the  areas  of  responsibility  for  the 
doctors  have  been  defined,  much  to  the  relief  of  the  doctors. 

Dr.  3tacy  feels  that  in  White  Plains  she  is  too  far  away  to  take 
responsibility  for  "'oily,  oily  Is  therefore  Dr.  Murdock's 
patient,  he  of  course  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Stacy  w!  en 
necessary.  Helen  remains  Dr.  Stacy's  patient  and  we  were  much 
relieved  to  learn  that  the  eczema  is  a fungus  and  not  so  likely 
to  be  cancerous.  A biopsy  is  to  be  made  of  the  tumor  and  a good 
dermatologist  in  Westport  is  to  take  care  of  the  treatments  of 
the  fungus;  this  will  make  it  easier  for  Helen  and  for  Lillian 
who  has  to  go  for  treatments  for  her  hands. 

Lillian  and  Ann  were  getting  out  of  control, 
dictating  to  the  nurse,  and  the  nurse  was  threatening  to  leave 
because  under  the  circumstances  she  was  unable  to  carry  out 
her  duties  to  her  patient.  Jimmy  who  has  known  Lillian  for 
years  straightened  this  out  and  has  arranged  for  Evelyn  to  be 
there  four  days  a week  Instead  of  three  and  will  tell  Barnett 
that  he  must  get  someone  else  at  the  AFE  ' o take  care  of  some  of 
the  work  that  Evelyn  has  been  doing  there.  And  Jimmy,  tetter 
than  anyon®  else,  can  keep  Barnett  in  line,  “e  is  the  i ype  to 
whom  Bob  defers. 


Helen's  hours  with  ‘roily  are  now  limited  and 
I think  we  must  limit  ourselves  on  telephone  calls.  I shall  t a a © 
Evelyn  call  me  instead  of  the  other  way  around  (excert  in  times  of 
need)  and  I shall  keep  in  touch  with  Jimmy.  We  have  spent  hours 
togetler  on  the  telephone.  His  wife  who  had  that  cataract  operation 
a few  years  ago  fell  over  a stool  I think  it.  was  about  three  days 
ago  and  broke  her  collarbone  in  three  places,  is  now  in  traction 
in  the  hospital.  Jimmy  is  going  to  Texas  on  Tuesday.  He  will  talk 
with  Barnett  on  Monday. 


When  I first  talked  with  him  I told  him  it  was  most 
urgent  for  him  to  get  in  touch  with  Evelyn  Sel-te  She  was 
without  money  t.o  pay  the  doctors  and  the  nurse  and’ since 
-oily  cannoi  sign  a check  she  had  no  way  to  get  any*  the 
salaries  that  Bob  had  held  back  at  the  AFB  had  been’used  up 
for  other  bills.  Moreover  the  lawyer  in  Westport  who  counter- 
signed the  checks  for  the  Arcan  Ridge  fund  which  was  set  up 
after  that  long  talk  I had  with  Jimmy  during  the  75th  birthday 
period  died  last  week,  a heavy  blow.  Jimmy  picked  up  Evelyn 
an1  rer  husband  at  the  funeral  and  took  them  home  with  him  for 
lunch.  He  gave  Evelyn  *1000  to  open  an  account  with  in  Westport 
to  take  care  of  the  immediate  bills.  More  a.oney  will  be  forth- 
coming, I don't  know  from  just  where,  he  told  me  not  to  worry 
about  it.  c’ome  of  it  will  come  from  the  Foundation.  I know 
Jimmy  will  not  put  Helen  through  the  humiliation  of  oassina;  tb* 
hat.  ° 


Helen  is  herself,  calm,  busy,  troubled,  sublime.  I 
ke»p  telling  her  that  no  one  is  going  to  tell  her  whet  to  do. 
She  is  going  to  tell  us  and  if  it.  is  humanly  possible  we  shall 
do  it.  Jimmy  agrees  to  this.  Fortunately,  his  son  ^eter  had 
already  told  him  more  or  less  the  same  thing  and  the  word  of 
Peter  in  the  Adams  household  is  the  law  and  the  prophets. 
Fortunately  again,  he  is  a nice  kid.  Jimmy  will  go  over  from 
time  to  time  to  take  a look  at  the  household  (I  think  he  did 
not  see  Polly  when  he  was  there).  He  was  well  pleased  (as  I 
was)  with  the  general  set-up  and  more  than  pleased  with  tie 
nurse.  I think  Evelyn  will  be  able  to  keep  Ann  and  Lillian 
under  control;  they  know  she  has  the  support  of  Mr.  Adams  and 
they  know  that  he  has  here  the  power  that  love  and  money  can 
give. 

I hope  not  to  leave  here  until  the  end  of  the  month 
at  least.  I haven't  been  in  a very  good  emotional  climate 
for  my  own  recovery,  but  I am  making  progress. 


My  love,  always,  to  you  and  Kit, 


Oct..  21  fV^'7 


earns t elen, 


From  all  I rea-t  and  hear  the  award  of  the 
Mlgel  Medals  went  off  very  nicely.  It  seems  that  Robert 
chose  exactly  the  right  man  In  Dr.  Howard  Rusk.  The  limes 
had  a pleasant  little  article  about  It,  simply  recounting 
the  facts  with  a reference  to  your  messages  of  congratulation. 

Some  day  before  very  long  you  will  need  to  go 
to  the  hospital  to  have  a blonsy  of  that  growth  on  your 
foot.  It  Is  very  simple — I had  one  once  of  a grovth  on 
my  temple.  r rey  take  a tiny  niece  of  the  living  tissue 
and  subject  It  to  a number  of  tests  so  that  they  can 
find  out  exactly  what  the  cell  structure  Is.  It  Is  not 
ainful  and  It  will  not  take  long,  but  you  do  have  to 
go  to  tl  3 hospital  for  it.  Jimmy  Adams  will  make  the 
ar  ranger. ent  s at  your  convenience  some  time  after  his 
teturn  from  Texas.  He  Is  one  of  your  perfectly  devoted, 
completely  unselfish  friends,  Like  Conrad,  but  I an 
sure  you  already  know  this. 

I think  I forgot  to  tell  you  that  Ken 
sent  you  and  Polly  his  love  and  so  did  Miss  Barbara 
Sills,  the  young  woman  who  did  such  a beautiful  job 
in  making  the  selections  for  THR  OPRN  DOOR.  AnJ  so  of 
course  did  my  brother  Robert  and  my  sister  Ann. 

I am  trying  to  rest  as  much  ns  I can 
nnd  stuff  myself  with  as  much  food  as  I can  eat,  but 
most  of  my  strength  comes  from  remembering  thingc^you 
ha^e  salt  and  written.  vow  we  all  depend  upon  you. 

My  love  forever  and  always,  Nella 


Oct.  23,  1957 


Dearest  Helen, 


a11  goes  well,  and  I have  no  reason  to  think 
1 1.  tflll  no  , wo  plan  io  loavo  horo  on  Oct.  * 30 > r^acblncr 
Garden  City  some  time  the  next  day.  I will  come  to  Westport 
one  day  the  following  week,  whenever  It  Is  convenient  for 
you . 


I did  not  have  time  to  tell  you  about  the 
interesting  visual  experiences  I had  in  connection  with  my 
operation.  For  about  ten  days  I had  the  use  of  only  one 
eye.  I knew  that  this  would  make  a difference,  but  I hadn't 
realized  hot;  great  the  difference  would  be.  With  half  the 
field  of  vision  blocked  off  you  feel  that  a swivel  joint 
in  your  neck  would  be  a great  help.  Ai  my  desk  I had  to  turn 
my  whole  body  to  see  the  papers  at  the  left  side  of  my 
typewriter,  but  the  greatest  difference  was  the  change  in 
relative  distances  apart  of  the  objects  around  me.  For  in- 
stance in  arranging  flowers  In  a bowl  I forn-!  that  I had  to 
make  several  tries  before  I could  get  the  stems  in  the  right 
holes  In  the  little  glass  "frog"  in  the  center  of  the  bowl. 

I had  to  be  careful  going  down  steps  and  along  the  sidewalk. 
Robert's  chief  difficulty  was  in  judging  distance  in  driving 
his  car,  especially  in  parking  it.  in  a narrow  slot  with  cars 
on  either  side.  I hadn't  time  to  make  the  full  adjustment 
before  my  bandage  came  off.  Robert  did,  of  course,  and  now  he 
drives  his  car  with  as  much  skill  as  he  ever  did  and  as  fast 
as  he  ever  did,  which  was  always  a bit.  too  fast  for  my  taste. 

The  readjustment  is  a problem,  but  not  an  insuperable  one. 

I search  the  papers  for  articles  and  editorials 
that  I think  worth  putting  into  braille  for  you,  but  with  small 
success.  Tbedlfficulty  in  Syria  seems  to  be  the  most  critical 
problem  at  the  moment  and  I wish  I had  more  confidence  in  the 
wisdom  of  those  at  the  top  of  our  government.  A soap 
manufacturer,  .ell  McFlroy,  now  takes  over  as  defense 
Secretary.  I think  he  can  be  no  worse  than  Charlie  V/lison. 

We  have  lost  prestige  all  over  the  world  by  letting  the  Russians 
send  up  the  first  sAtollite,  but  if  it  tenches  us  the  virtue  of 
humility  we'll  gain  by  it  in  the  long  run. 

I am  busy  putting  moth  crystals  in  closets  and 
chest3  and  banking  roses  against  the  cold.  Clyde  and  I together 
do  the  ho'isecleaning  In  a slap-happy  way  that,  would  by  no 
means  get  Folly's  approval. 

I am  in  touch  with  Evelyn  nearly  every  day.  If 
you  want  me  to  do  anything  tell  her  to  tell  me. 

Our  love  t. o you  both  always, 

Nella 


October  c4 , 1937 


renr  Miss  Ellis, 

Or  why  not  d?or  Barbara, 
since  t-  t is  *hp  way  we  feel  about  you  < 
The  situation  In  ' estport  is  still  very 
.rave,  the  extent  of  lrrenarab  « damage 
not  yet  clear— and  tomorrow  It  will  be  a 
month  since  1!  hat  ened.  greatest  boon 

haa  been  that  the  t • a^  nes  nol  broken 
in'  on  ub.  h aj  Lendor  of  the  other  one  3 
behavior  is  beyond  any  vordo  of  nine  to 
describe. 

\>  r. re  1 enuring  here  on 
Oct.  30,  re  ching  Garden  City  the  next 


day.  After  t -t  1 


c*  • • 


•l-  l 


be  in  and  out  of 


vestport,  1 hot  ' or  only  - day  't  ?■ 
t la«  — and  I - « * ■-  ave  bette 

to  dispense  t ?.n  1 cave  novr. 


Sincerely  yours. 


piss  Psrbara  Ellis 
Doubledey  ’■  Co. 

375  Madison  Ave. 
ev  York  22,  .Y. 


■nowville , New  hamoshire 
Ocl  . 25,  1957 


Nearest  Nancy, 


v, s’  oxpect  to  reach  Garden  City  on  Oct.  31  and 
I shall  go  to  Arcan  Ridge  the  following  week,  for  one  day 
only  I think. 


oily’s  "relapse"  was  a mild  case  of 
pneumonia,  from  which  she  has  fully  > recovered . The 
report  1 had  yesterday  was  good  — she  Is  si'  ting  \ir-  again. 

The  vision  seems  pretty  well  destroyed  in  + he  right  eye, 
hut  she  is  expected  to  be  able  to  see  fairly  well  with  the 
left  eye.  This  alone  will  require  extensive,  but  no'  impossible 
readjustment. , as  I know  'rom  my  own  recent  experience  and  from 
my  brother's.  She  will  never  again  be  able  o 11  o'  elen 
along  the  streets  of  New  York  and  she  and  aalen  c«n  never 
again  be  left  alone  in  the  house.  Grim  facts,  bill  she  will 
have  to  accept  them. 


Jimmy  Adams  is  now  riding  hard  to  have 
somethin?  done  at  once  about  that  callus,  I mean  tumor, 
on  the  sole  of  Helen's  foot.  Dr.  Stacy  collapsed  and  had 
to  go  away  — expected  back  next.  week.  She  knows  more  about 
it  than  anyone  else  except  Dr.  Dixon--he  has  knovrn  abou  it 
for  three  years.  Did  Kit  ever  talk  with  him  about  it?  I 
wonder  if  a biopsy  was  ma^e  at  the  Mayo  Clinic.  Jimmy  hiuise  f 
had  to  go  to  Texas — back  soon.  I think  he  Is  right  to  be^ 
.larmedU  am  njaelf,  one  raport  i»  that  th.  P or 
attacked  th-  bone,  did  Dr.  Stacy  tell  Kit?),  but  il  he*  iin« 
it  is  ?oing  to  be  easy  to  get  Helen  out.  of  that 
p-oing  to  -^ind  himself  mistaken.  Helen  can  b-  as  so  st.  ’bx>rn  as 
they  come  and  I doubt  if  she  will  leave  Dolly.  Any  appeals  o 
her  for  her  own  good  will  bo  absolutely  fruitless.  I have 
already  written  her  about  the  necessity  of  a biopsy --I  ^hink 
that  would  involve  only  a brl*f  visit  to  the  hospital.  I shall 
lay  the  whole  thing  before  her  when  I see  her— she  vi ..  L m 
her  own  decision  ant  we'"’ 


13  have  to  abide  by  it. 


Cod  grant  wisdom  to  us  all'. 


Lov  e , 


F.i.  The  dermatologist  in  ’bite  Plains  is 
killing  the  doctors),  but  Jimmy  investigated 
and  found  him  satisfactory.  This  eases  the  s 
point . 


sick  (people  are 
the  one  in  Westport 
train  at  one  small 


Oct.  19-7 


ear  Amelia  , 

Thank  you  for  your  letior.^ 

What  mall  service  on  that  card  of  mine. 

I :now  you  have  always  agreed 
with  aie  ebout  visitors  to  Arcan  -,idge--I 
did  not.  go  in  to  se?  Polly  the  day  I v;r.s  ’ere 
until  the  nurse  gave  permission  an  ai.all  no 
wren  I go  up  again,  but  the  wisdom  of  the 
doctors’  order  has  been  hard  to  impress  on 
some  of  their  "friends"  who  consi  er  1 • ?u*” 

8 elves  privileged.  Mvelyn  and  t e two  glrlw 
are  handling  things  well  I think. 


y«  expect  to  leave  here  on 
Oct  30,  reaching  Garden  City  some  1 i"i6  ' he 
next  day.  I intend  to  go  to  Arcan  idge 
the  following  wools*  for  one  day  oiuy . Ho  ion 
wants  to  talk  with  me  about  various  natters. 
Whether  I see  -oily  will  depend  upon  .^.rs. 
Shook  It  is  going  to  be  difficult  .or 
Folly  to  accept  the  grim  truth  about  horself. 
but  she  can  accept  facta  wnen  she  has  o. 


I hope  cur  hearts  will 
troubled  ?s  time  goes  on. 


be  less 


f feet lonately , 


Snovvilla,  New  Hampshire 
Oct.  25,  19  57 


Dear  Bert, 


By  the  time  you  get  this  I shall  be  bach  at  our 
winter  address:  111  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York,  he 
following  week  I expect  to  go  up  to  Arcan  Ridge,  after 
which  I shall  be  able  to  send  you  a fuller  report. 

Folly's  relapse  was  a mild  case  of  pneumonia, 
from  which  she  has  fully  recovered.  Once  more  she  is 
sitting  up  for  a while  every  day — her  doctor  wants  her 
to  move  around  as  much  as  possible,  tier  secretary,  with 
whom  I am  in  constant  touch,  says  that  she  is  much 
steadier  on  her  feet.  It  seems  now  that  there  will  be 
very  little  vision  in  the  right  eye,  but  a fair  degree 
of  sight,  in  the  left.  Her  memory  is  bad,  but  as  I think 
I said  before,  the  doctor  counts  this  in  her  favor.  In 
her  rational  'eriods  (and  I believe  these  are  lengthening) 
she  is  able  to  go  over  papers  with  Helen. 

I do  no'  knot  if  Polly  told  you  that  Helen  has 
a tumor  on  the  sole  of  her  foot.  Her  plan  had  been  to 
take  Helen  to  the  hospital  in  November  to  it 

removed.  A biopsy  is  to  be  made  shortly.  This  will  determine 
whether  it  is  necessary  for  Helen  to  go  on  with  the 
operation  or  not.  I hope  it  ban  be  postponed  until  a 3ater 
date  when  Polly  is  terself  again.  Soon  may  that  day  come'. 


Affectionately , 


Snowllle,  . ov  an  shire 
Oct.  2c,  ii ~7 


■"ear  ..Isa  Loges, 


'.ho  clit  f ing3  I eend  are  <o 
go  on  M 1 a a oiler's  bill , :*.y  betters  of  course 
ore  ‘o  go  on  c.y  bill.  I ..ope  ' Is  will  not 
to  too  co.cf  ic:  • ed  'or  you. 

Next  weelc  1 return  to  f-arden 
cl*y — you  have  my  addraaa  there.  I hope  our 
burden  of  anxiety  will  soon  begin  *o  lift 
fro^i  our  shoulders. 

I j.a  more  gr-^efui  o yo  i than 

I can  3ay . 


Sincerely , 


Oui  . 2r»,  1957 


Dearest  elen, 

I pm  sending  you  the  anniversary  editorial 
from  the  N.Y.  Times  on  the  Tnited  Nations.  Very  rood 
I i hink. 

Last  night  I read  a most  depressing 
article  about  the  conduct  of  our  soldiers  who  were 
taken  prisoner  in  Korea.  In  no  other  war  in  the 
history  of  our  country  have  they  acted  so  badly.  The 
fundamental  reason  seems  to  have  been  that  "'.  he  p rlsoners' 
attitude  was  not  'What  can  I do  to  help  myself?' * but 
'What  can  be  done  to  help  me?'"  rhls  lack  of  stamina 
left,  them  prey  to  whatever  the  Chinese  propagandists 
wanted  to  tell  them  and  the  propagandists  were  very 
skilful,  "art  of  the  fault  I think  lies  at  the  doer  of 
the  welfare  state  which  does  not  encourage  self-reliance 
and  independence. 

I wonder  if  you  have  read  in  any  of  your 
braille  magazines  about  the  two  chimpanzees  who  are 
creating  such  a furor  in  the  world  of  art  with  their 
paintings,  Congo  in  the  London  Zoo  and  Petty  (or  Betsy) 
in  the  Baltimore  Zoo.  Instead  of  random  splashes  both 
chimps  show  that  they  have  a sense  of  form  and  balance. 
Even  people  like  Dr.  Julian  Huxley  (-’’id  you  ever  meet, 
him  when  you  were  with  Jo,  they  were  friends?)  are  taking 
the  chimps  seriously — they  think  they  may  be  watching 
the  very  fountainhead  from  which  art.  has  sprung.  You  know 
that  we  have  always  been  astonished  by  the  great  beauty  of 
the  art  of  primitive*  peoples.  Some  critics  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  Hie  chimpanzees  are  creating  the  only  true 
abstract  art  in  the  world,  a statement  which  our  modern 
abstractlonis+p  do  not  find  at  all  pleasing,  he  work  of 
the  chimps  has  been  exhibited  in  London  and  elsewhere  and 
I tope  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  see  some  of  it  for 
ourselves  this  winter, 

deep  giving  our  dear  Folly  my  love  and  tell 
her  I am  with  her  all  the  time,  as  I am  with  you. 

Fella 


Ill  Fifth  at., 


Oct.  30,  1^57 


Darling  i *>  1 e n , 


I ac  :e  to  cis  wi th  you  and  Polly,  but  of  course  I 
can't  eo>»  until  T can  at  porad.3S.lon  from  botn  ;ay  3ur..eoa  and 
my  doctor.  The  o oration  wa  one  of  those  delicate  miracles  of 
cohere  eye-sur  ery  and  very  successful,  but  I snail  nave  to  oe 
careful  or  oosae  time.  How  I have  thought  of  you  ana  Te taker 
durln  . hla  period  and  what  strength  I have  drawn  from  you!  The 
left  eye  la  still  under  a dar.dage,  but  I have  the  u-e  of  the 
right  ••ye--it  makes  me  nervous  and  timid  to  nave  half  my  vision 
blocked  a"a j,  but  tM  ? is  only  s.  temporary  Inconvenience. 

My  -nlad  flew  at  once  to  Dr.  Dixon  when  I heard 
a -out  Polly  and  I lad  Katharine  Cornell  :at  in  touch  with  him.  I 
would  -a  10  none  It  nyaelf,  hut  T wsa  still  in  the  hospital.  The 
reports  from  Drs.  Stacy  and  urdock  have  one  to  him  and  whatever 
advice  he  gives  will  be  followed  and  I know  he  will  coos  to  you  if 
you  want  dm.  It  is  a comfort  to  know  that  ir  we  3earcned  the 
world  over  wo  could  not  find  a better  nan. 

One  of  your  problems  la  going  to  be  to  k - p people 
away,  3omo  of  them  officious,  most  of  them  loving.  Amelia  is 
ready  to  corny  at  a moment's  notice  and  so  is  fancy.  I told  them  I 
thought  it  would  not  be  a ood  idea  until  you  or  Polly  rave  the 
word.  You  a re  ointress  in  your  own  home  and  if  anyone  "orirets  it 
I'll  hk''o  their  hide  if  it  is  the  last  act  of  ny  life.  ,thel 
Clark  end  Jane  Phillips  are  randy  to  do  anything,  but  will  not 
intrude  and  Cthel  has  two  bedrooms  to  offer  to  anyone  wno  needs 
them. 


I know  you  will  miss  the  nsv7spapers  and  ms  ar’nes 
that  Polly  has  ~een  reading  to  you.  If  you  will  tell  ne  what  subjects 
you  are  particularly  Inter  sted  in  I will  do  the  beet  I can  in 
making  selections  to  send  r.o  Miss  Lo&es  and  I will  ask  Evelyn  to 
send  m t ■ ; iiu.azlnes,  I onn ' t r;uu  ’'nil  ll  ,i..  I can  read 

and  by  this  t Lae  next  week  I hope  all  restrictions  will  -e  off. 

I have  not  notified  Mildrod  or  Phillips,  but  will  do 
so  if  you  want  me  to.  Please,  please  nomjaand  1 n any  way. 

On  the  day  I went  to  the  hospital  I Had  a note  from 
hen  saying  tnat  zho  State  Department  wanted  permission  to  aake 
a 15, 000-copy  edition  of  TH.i,  STORY  0 YY  LIP’S  to  oistribute  In 
Sumatra  aid  other  out  of  the  way  places  n that  pert  of  the  world. 

Of  cour.se  T gave  permission  and  on  the  way  to  the  operating  room  I 
was  thinking  how  happy  you  and  Polly  would  be  with  this  piece  of 
news  when  I was  able  to  give  it  to  you.  You  will  receive  "500  for 
the  permission. 


iutiirie'a  new  play  FOUR  WINDS  has  been  soundly 
roasted  in  all  the  reviews  that  lava  com*  to  my  attention.  His 
jir.:ct.ion  of  it  was  praised,  but  the  story  is  about  t is  problems 
of  a i a »uloualy  wealthy  n urotlc  yo  nk.  woman,  especially  c jncentrat  ’ ng 
on  her  love  affairs  and  everyone  found  it  very  boring.  With  the 


world  in  its  present  condition  people  find  it  haru  to  care 
.uuch  about  women  like  this,  though  of  course  tuny  do  suffer 
like  everyone  else. 

I will  bo  in  constant  touch  with  the  tirls  at  the  house  I 
can  always  he  reaohed  by  telephone  and  If  there  is  anythin*  you 
want  me  to  do,  e one  of  them  call  u.e  and  I will  do  it. 

'y  heart  is  at  Arc  an  Riu^e  with  you  and  Polly. 

Love,  love,  love, 

’della 


ill  r If  th  : i . , 
o v . . > , 19  57 


Gnr  en  City,  Npw  York 


bear  Pin, 


w «uy 

on  •dltjd  IFE  of  . e ..  e n a 'ory  our  lne 

0 . , n/r"  foposal  oust  be  laid  oul  showing 

^ ♦hI?hSqU#*  *2  be  ,Sf'9<?  11  :'UKl  -e  !:nb  ^ed 

oo  _bnt  al  o cnn  have  it  under  her  fingrre  to 
; • X 1 m ol  encourage  you  +o  go  ahead 
-or  1 no  noT  Itnow  when  circumstances  will 
r.sr  the  freedom  of  xlnd  to  consi  er  it  at 

’ 1 • ’ 1 ■ 1 no'  !-  oon.  if  • book  le 
, r'  *•  ; ' J i::  ■ ■ ' i«  wo  ■ d bo  'i  o one  1 0 l0 

- » . 1 u - - ■ p.'  re  iei iber  • ; • • ’ \ a if  i?  « 

v>  n > lx  tr.e  rojoct  has  I even's  oi  roval. 


u > -i r ■ I o e • ont 


now, 

allow 


••at  regards, 


r . en  cCor  let: 
oub.  eday  Co. 

Ison  ?«, 

ev  ''or*  22 

N.Y. 


ill  "ifth  st., 
Nov.  2,  1957* 


CJnrden  city, 


■■ew  York 


Poar  Barbara 


C 5N 
the 


,Pr  o'tJrJrli’*  appearance  of  TK3 
book  Win  ive  «* 

flourishing  life  a i°n6  and 

a copy  ao  promptly.  *'  ^ y°  ’ r°r  a“n.Ung  me 


DOOR 
lt.tl- 


I hOp< 


If  sent  to  The^.ew'nM+^S  llp'M  bp  Productive 
Volta  F n-,  i : . , r th#  Bl*nd  r-nd  to  Th» 

^ tfii; 

■•  i ■:  lC«  ■ 1 tte! 

very  i'S^SSS 

sincerely  yours, 


! 1 SH_  nrbera  trills 
Doubleday  a ,j0> 

-75  l.a  ffll  son  ivo. 
New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 

:ov.  3,  1957 


Dear  tins  Horan: 


I am  authorized  by  Kiss 
Helen  Kollor  to  grant  you  pomlnalon  to 
use  the  selection  "On  Thinking  in  the 
book  which  you  contemplate.  Credit  shot1 
of  course  be  given  to  Miss  heller  for  t e 
per;.1!  solon . 


v©ry  truly  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  .©nnay 
Attorney  for  Hei  en  heiler 


iss  Elizabeth  . Hogan 
H . Franklin  Hotel 
222  a © 8 1 77  St. 

New  Yotk  2^,  .Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  oily,  N.Y. 
Nov.  3,  1957 


Fen r Isabel  and  Fert, 


Yesterday  I vent,  to  Aron  nidge  to  see 
Helen  and  oily,  lolly  has  shown  much  nhysical  in  rovement 
during  the  weeks  since  I last  saw  her;  yesterday  for  the 
first  time  she  was  able  to  ti  ke  a little  walk  in  the  garden, 
a crisp  autumn  day  with  sunshine,  and  she  enjoyed  it.  Hhe 
cannot  see  to  read  or  write,  her  memory  is  bad,  and  her 
• in;  comes  and  goes.  As  someone  expressed  it.,  it  is  like 
listening  to  a radio  v;h en  the  sound  fades,  then  comes  back 
strong,  then  fades  again.  Helen  says  she  continues  to  note 
Improvement  and  e.;.en  is  in  a position  t.o  know  better  than 
anyone  else,  he  road  back  is  likely  to  be  very  long, 
but  lolly  is  brave.  She  liked  her  nurse,  who  is  really  a 
most  remarkable  woman,  very  tender  ant-  attentive.  As  I -ve 
said  before,  all  that  is  possible  Is  being  done. 

Our  next  problem  deals  with  elm. 

I knew  th -i t she  had  a growth  on  her  foot,  Polly  called  it. 
a callus  nnd  they  planned  to  have  it,  removed  in  Yov  cm. 

-reys  have  a own  it.  to  be  a hone  tumor  end  it  must  be 
taken  care  of  within  the  next  few  weeks.  I talked  with  oily 
about  it  yesterday  and  see  knows  that  **elen  must  go  a t!  e 
ho8plt:l  without  her.  I talked  also  to  Helen,  who  rec  oi  os 
the  necessity  for  action.  She  was  • illing  to  go  to  1 ~ 
hospital  alone,  but  of  course  I shall  be  with  her,  he 
will  have  an  excellent  surgeon,  an  old  friend  of  hr.  -I- on 
v o lid  t & operation  on  ; oily's  face,  and  he  will  ho  In 
constant  touch  with  Jr.  Dixon.  This  particular  ki  n : of 
operation  does  no1  .lie  within  r.  Dixon's  province.  hr 
dat  e has  not.  been  set,,  but  very  li  vely  ah • will  go  * c V •' 
hosr ital  before  11'  end  of  this  month. 

I he.*1  a ’■•ice  letter  from  i brgurvt 
this  -corning.  I would  like  to  a ver  It,  bu'‘  1 ust  r,ov 
write  to  Helen's  brother  and  sister  me"  I have  other 
letters  which  V.ave  be  n long  r agl  acted . ' *>  for-  ••  y sol  r, 
my  eyes  are  coming  aion  - ory  nicely — I can't  urn  t 
much  as  I did  formerly,  but  event  to  very  soon.  I m-d 

rest  and  I am  getting  it  in  snatches,  hope*  for  ■*.  lot  or  It 

when  our  crisis  is  over.  If  you  'on' t ’ ear  from  u-«,  J 1 ' 1 

because  there  has  boon  nc  signlflo-  nt  cvmge.  ird  vo  t 1 

tell  Margaret  v/hat  the  ultu'- tlor  i . 

Affect ionet sly , 


1.11  T- 11' th  3t.,  Gt  rden  City, 

uov.  8,  1957 


Ivev  York 


D ear  I ildred, 

I went  to  Arcan  Ridge  yesterday  to  see 
Helen  and  'oily,  lolly  has  Improved  physically , but  Her 
emory  is  very  uncart  In  and  c-arity  of  r in.:  comes  and 
go?®..  -.ho  he*  wonderful  nurse,  wl.o  alco  t;  iter  care  of 
th  • t fungus  t i . l been  -.othering,  le-^n,  he  fungus 
h a a !lsa  ' , . . ..  far  more  serious 

)■  - cotr 3 up  r'  it  1.-  this  that  x am  Wilting  you  about. 

oily  told  no  before  \.e  core  down  from 
ev  H an. p chi  re  that  !•  elen  had  r "callus''  on  J 1 e bottom 
cf  bor  foot  r-nd  *t  • v she  was  taking  her  to  ■ r hoe-  ital 
In  flo-1’ err  bar  to  h;vo  It  removed.  She  seemed  no  to  think  it 
\ ery  serious,  but  it  3 t rouble s os. o and  elen  was  inclined 
to  stumble  vs  she  walked*  Recent  X-rays  have  Mown  that 
the  growth  in  not  0 cello o,  but  a bone  t:  or,  '.-'hicr  13 
■uch  more  'rlgh+ening.  "'he  X-rays  are  not  on  their  way  to 
Dr.  Claude  r'lxcn  at  the  yo  Clinic;  tney  nnve  alre-  y 
brer,  stu-ied  by  Dr.  burdock  who  I3  In  b e ostport 
neighborhood  and  by  'r.  Alex  Brunswick,  one  of  t ead 
men  at  ihenorinl  Hospital.  Dr.  Dixon  n Dr.  Brunswick 
•re  friends  of  many  years  standing  and  Dr.  Brunswick  1b 
a fr  end  of  ue.eri'a  devoted  trustee,  Hr.  James  Adams. 

n he  chances  are  that.  Helen  will  have  to  go  to 
the  hospital  within  the  next  two  or  three  weeks,  .oily  cannot 
^0  with  her;  she  and  Helen  both  recognise  this  f-ct  end 
our  ' erolc  Helen  said  one  could  manage  alone,  l told  her 
that  she  would  not  have  to  do  that,  I would  go  with  er. 

he  does  not  know  that  I an  writing  to  you  -nd  to  Phillips 
(I  am  sending  him  a letter  by  the  same  mail);  I ai  sure  she 
would  say  o , don't  bother  them,  I'll  be  all  right.  I have 
Peen  so  staggered  by  this  that  I don't  know  what  to  3ay 
about  what  you  should  no.  "he  tumor  Is  in  such  s position 
that  a biopsy  can’t  be  made  without  Itself  having  some 
crippling  effect  arm  since  it  must,  in  any  event  come  out, 
the  consensus  of  medical  opinion  is  that  he  operation 
should  take  place  as  soon  as  may  be.  The  chances  seem  t.o 
be  in  favor  of  ite  being  benign,  but  of  course  that  otnor 
terrible  chance  does  exist. 

1 wanted  you  and  Phillips  to  know  t^e 
situation.  If  you  have  any  questions  you  can  write  me 
here  or  telephone  me:  - lonenr  7-0193.  I kea  Id  constant 
touch  ’-.1th  nancy  1 srl  ton  and  Katharine  Cornell  and  with 
•r.  i lgel’s  secret  ry  f rs,  ouls  Olndu  and  If  ‘or  any 
re>- son  I am  not  at  home  any  nno  or  these  could  inform  you 
shout  w t the  situ  t ion  lr  'ike  °t  any  pi  on  •'oment . 

e shall  nil  be  anxious  until  the  thing  Is 


taken  care  o' . nr’er  any  circrnistr-ncea,  h v i npr  the 
erowth  out  will  be  a great  relief  to  Helen.  I will 

±p[  you  know  th  Sato  for  the  hospital  aa  noon  as 
I /.now  It  myself. 


Host  regarf’e. 

"lncerely , 


1 I ft  t, , ' ■ r city  , '■  o rk 

ov . 3 , 19  57 


Pear  Barbara, 

It  v:"3  *.  o°t  thoughtful  of  you  t o copy  the 
review  o'"  r : ‘ 0:  '0r‘--1.  t • ■■■-'a  a lovely  ?.*dlt  ton  ? o the 

4 I ‘rr,  • : • • - ' * • > v , X 

;•  • r It  t o or?,  »,<‘*4.'»  * t * o t:  r>  other. 

firce  there  ' 111  be  ro  41?e>'  for  Christmas 
3 opplng  H v-  r.4  ? '00  copl  -s  of  the  book  for  erself. 

rey  Bhcul  5 he  sent  to  for  .*•  t th°  rr,fi  (15  , 16  ft . , i\.y.  11) 

ad'Sreeaed  to  v ,r  secret  ry  r» . Will  laic  aide,  the  bill  1 0 
the  same  address.  luthor'e  ilscount  I assume. 

T can't  tu  t nk  of  any  other  sr?oinj  elnces  for 
review  copl  a excert  to  ^hc  pnt"~n.  t h • 1 j t ♦ i •>  -apazlne 
vh  leb  In  r*H  lsved  by  the  ■ erkine  Institute  t*-e  Bllni 
t ' ? tort  own,  ana.  One  *o  tvo  '^a^cllffe  ' l'-ino  o mapazln  e 
•i.l  -:bt  be  useful — you  wool*  kno’  bet*  or  th  n I. 

opes  for  j 1 s c;  . plate  recovery  are  ractically 
nil  andbefore  *he  end  of  the  month  h must  go  *-o  t ~ hospital 
1 o are  n or# no  tumor  removed  from  the  sole  of  her  foot  enf 
I eh  LI  > ' e < o po  with  her  as  ln4er  ret  er  and  friend.  Sad , 

•.  nr l out  dry p , but  i has  so  much  courage  and  faith  (us  you 
r no'.  ) that  s io4  of  it  spllle  over  on  the  rest  of  ■.!>•  . 

-ov.  t is  1©- ter  to  en,  but  tetter  net  let 
1'  o to  th  fll'. s.  f he  last,  straw  vo  'ld  bo  a deluge  of 
re; or t err . 

ith  • any  4 hanks,  I arc 
“lncnrelv  yours, 


ins  Barbara  bills 
Doubl«day  •’  co. 

-7C  . adlson  Ave. 
ew  York  22 
, Y 


Ill  fifth  St., 

i\ov . 8,  1987 


Garden  Clt  , New  York 


r ear  'blllips, 


vesterday  1 went  to  Arcan  Ridge  to  see 
i.elsn  .no  oj.  y . eien  said  th--  t she  w-  3 writ  ing  you 
a Letter  , out  since  I am  of  raid  she  will  not  hrv  enough 
about  herself  I am  writing  you  too. 

X don't  know  if  you  knew  about  a "callus" 
on  toe  bottom  ot  He.i.en's  foot.  Polly  told  me  some  1 in, 9 
in  October  that  she  was  going  to  take  Helen  to  the 
hospital  in  November  and  have  It  removed.  I ^on't  think 
eithe>-  she  or  Peiu->n  thought  It  anything  serious,  merely 
troublesome,  but  recent  X-rays  rave  sown  that,  it  is  a bone 
tumor.  -I  he  X-rays  are  now  on  their  way  to  the  i.ayo  Clinic 
to  Dr.  Clause  ixon  who  will  discuss  them  with  his 
colleagues  there,  'they  have  been  examined  by  ~r.  Alex 
Brunswick  of  Memorial  Hospital  in  New  York  and  by  "r. 

Xu r dock  who  attends  Helen  and  Polly  in  ’vestport.  The 
ti »®or  must  be  1 moved  and  the  consensus  of  or- inion  Is  that 
ti  ere  should  be  as  little  delay  as  possible.  I explained  it 
til  t0  Polly  (her  memory  is  #h  so  bad  now  th'-t  it  will  h-ve 
to  b“  explained  again  and  again)  and  told  her  that  1 would 
50  to  the  hospital  with  Helen*  It  la  quite  is  osi  Le  for 
oily  t o go.  I explained  it  also  to  Helen  who  in  her  own 
magnificent  way  was  willing  to  gone  alone,  but  1 shall  h-ve 
a room  adjoining  hers. 

hfcaoee  of  the  location  of  the  tumor  and  the 
crippling  effect  that  grit  ing  r.t  it  to  ton-  tiss.ie  <3  for  a 
biopsy  vou'l  cause  the  -'octora  feel  that  it  is  boot  to  skip 
the  biopsy.  This  means  t’  • .1  we  h;  ■ 11  not  know  if  the  tumor 
is  benign  until  it  is  removed.  In  any  case  it  must  come 
out.  The  'ate  for  t’  e operation  has  not-  been  set,  but  as  I 
have  just  writ  ten  Mildred,  I will  let  you  know  as  soon  ' r, 

I know  myself. 

Helen  will  of  ju-no  all  the  v.ay  through 
have  the  fines'  medlca’  earn  that  t.  ? wo '•'•Id  tffords . I n.i: 
not  capable  of  advising  you  • G lid red  wiv  t *0  do,  if 
any  thing,  but  I do  feel  tl  t tou  hould  be  fully  nfo rraed 

of  the  situation . 

. rs . Gla’u,  ■ r.  lgel1 s secretary , Is 
going  up  tomorrow  for  a sort  of  pop-in  call,  rh ern  is 
something  on  oily's  min-1  that  she  wants  *0  t-ik  with  e-r 
about.  Visitors  in  general  are  not  allowed,  but  r.  James 
Adams,  a trustee  of  r.elen's,  a devoted  friend,  and  a 
neighbor  drops  in  once  a week  Just  to  make  sure  that 
everything  Is  running  smoothly . He  h-  s been  a to-'sr  of 
strength  for  us  all.  only  rarely  do-s  \e  o?e  Foil",  but 


ha  does  always  have  a few  minutes  with  Helen. 

Yo'irs  and  Ravia's  lnvit  tion  to  l^xas  was  much 
a predated.  I know  Helen  will  explain  why  It  Is 
Impossible  at  any  time  In  the  forese  able  f Jture. 

oily's  rhyslcal  st  rength  has  Improved  since  1 saw 
her  a few  weeks  ago,  but  her  sight  has  not  return?d 
to  the  roln+  where  she  can  reed,  and  her  mind  Is 
still  confused,  -.s  someone  expressed  It,  listening  to  her 
Is  like  listening  to  a radio  when  it  fades,  then  comes 
back,  then  fades  out  again.  Helen  Is  of  course  aware 
of  Folly's  condition  an^  knows  thet  the  road  back  will 
be  a long  one  and  that  the  chances  of  Holly's  coming  all 
the  way  back  are  very  slight. 

;v,re.  Gladu  and  I keep  In  constant  touch  end  I am 
also  In  constant  touch  with  Katharine  Cornell  and  Nancy 
Hamilton.  This  means  that  anyone  of  thrrn  can  tell  you 
wrat  the  situation  is  as  any  given  moment.  1 can  e 
reached  by  nail  at  the  address  t the  top  of  this  latter* 
by  telephone  at  lonear  7-S193. 

1 wish  I were  sending  cheerful  news  instead  of  t.  13. 

Sincerely , 


Ill  Fifth  St., 
Nov.  9,  19 57 


G'r'sn  City,  New  vor’* 


ea r Lenore, 


It  vp s joo.i  to  he.  r from  you,  "o  have  pleasant 
news  from  somewhere.  I am  sorry  I haven't  ny  to  send  in 
retu rn. 

I i hink  we  must,  face  the  fact  that  Folly  is 
not  coming  back.  I s-w  her  again  day  before  yesterday,  ’he 
has  improved  physically,  but  she  cannot  see  to  road  or  hold 
a pen  to  write.  Conrad  Beren3  Is  pessimist ic  about  her 
eyes,  this  would  not  be  so  bad  if  bar  mind  were  improving. 
As  some  one  aptly  err.res-ed  it,  it  i!?  like  listening  to  a* 
radio  when  it  fades,  clears,  fades  again,  comes  up  strong, 
then  disappears . Yet  It  is  possible  to  talk  with  her  Ip  or 
20  minutes  without  realizing  that  anything  is  wrong 
except  that  her  memory  is  very  uncertain.  1 eien  has  full 
realization  of  oily’s  condition,  but  has  not  given  up  hope 
that  there  will  bo  great  improvement. 

As  if  this  were  not  enough,  recent  x-rays 
rave  shown  that  what  was  believed  (by  Polly  at  least)  to 
be  a callus  on  the  bottom  of  Helen's  foot  is  in  .fact  r 
bon-?  tumor  which  must  be  removed  as  soon  ,-s  may  bo.  oily 
bad  planned  to  take  her  to  the  hospital  In  November  - nd 
ve  are  hoping  to  carry  out  that  sc  edule.  "'5  nee  it  is  out 
of  the  question  for  lolly  to  go  to  the  hospital  with  her, 

I sh^ll  go.  Our  heroic  Helen  was  willing  to  t ay  it  •-lone' 
bill  of  course  I told  her  tfcal  she  will  not  have  to.  I 
shall  have  an  adjoining  room,  jin  -ancy  Peirilton'  ? 
h tip  I he-  5 locfted  a prrc-tical  nur--o  in  : oughkee psie 
w o knows  the  manual  ad  ti.-d  >tv'  a voT.-.m  in  New  vork  who 
is  bead  of  one  of  tue  Mlanthropins,  not  ? nur ~e, 

but  skilled  with  the  ' ’ pho.be  t , who  may  be  "bie  to  help 
and  i have  feelers  out  for  other  standbys,  ^or  Helen' s 
soke  I an.  being  pemr  ?rod  In  ex  !,r"  — '■  cv?v.’ff  eured 

Cadillac  to  take  te  ;o  ' ■ rt  ort  -.nd  bring  xe  home,  'nr 
instance.  I keep  in  ouch  v-ith  roVly ’ r brother  or?  esk 
him  to  k»ep  in  touch  with  ^ ??t  o’"  iV?  ^emily  in 

Scotland,  1 tr-.ve  ancy  1.1  '■  on  m3  : atha*’in'>  Cornell 
do  most  of  the  coni m t • it’  5 1 3 e 1 • ImeliP  ! ond  oledu 

do  most  of  11  wit.n  .'  ..1111  , bu  * I h*  v;-  •.-.•••itt. •°n  both,  of  lb  err 
about  tr,e  tumor. 

’elan  v ■ « re  -’linp  a v roach  news  magazine  w:  an 
I was  there,  sbf  gets  c weekly  news  egazine  fro::.  Hon  ton 
every  week,  she  is  reading  Green'  Social  History  of 
England,  speeches  made  by  others  v en  she  was  on  the 
Scandlnavi- n tour,  is  bus  with  letters  and  i-  writing 
an  article  for  the  Outlook  for  the  Blind  bout  the  tour. 

he  is  busy  and  alert,  but  I know  that  s'r  e and  o_  y ’ ould 
like  to  hear  from  you.  r'be  ’ettur  can  bo  read  fo  tolly 


ring  one  of  or  lucid  Intervals  (can  bo  read  over  and 
over  In  fact)  an  they  have  a very  good  woman  who 
transcribes  ail  that  is  needed  for  ' elan.  Harnett  Is 
a •\ery  self-centered  young  r;n,  not  much  aware  of 
anyone  else.  I think  it  would  no  be  worth  while  for 
you  to  » •".lllo  writer — cert  ••Inly  not 

until  we  are  farther  nlong  t road. 

I wish  I had  known  about  the  birthday.  There  would 
have  been  another  rensage  on  the  table. 

It  will  probably  be  sotr-a  time  before  you  err  from 
me,  tut  it  is  good  to  know  tt  ■ t you  are  there.  An-1  I am 

always 


Af r ect.  lonntely  yours  , 


i.T.  because  of  the  location  of  the  tumor  a biopsy  1b 
not  Indicated  and  ve  shall  not  know  if  it  is  benign  "rh  il 
after  it  is  removed. 

. .0.  I an  in  constant  touch  with  Amelia  (i  rs. 

. ouls  Oladu)  who  can  be  reached  at  Mr,  Migal'a  office 
at  654  • ad  Ison  Ave;  and  with  Kancy  anil  ton  who,  n::'u  t 
during  week-ends  can  be  reached  by  telephone  -,t  '.r.za  -07 A 
w 1 ic-  M 1 iat  l St, , ] ,Y,  alia  ’ 0 I tee 

tele-hone  is  I a.:-,  pie  ton  5-7771. 

• - . .8.  y »ry  regard*  to  1 nay , .. alt  h'a  * o 

you  both. 


Ill  Mfth  * . , 
ov.  9,  19 r7 


"arflen  city,  -;*w  York 


“fir  arbnra, 

M other  Any  a friend  of  mine. 
General  T'  win  c lark,  ca’  i <»d  1 o hf.1i  1 from 
tie  to  lime  I wo  il ' bo  willing  to  coni  ease 
;r  J edit  cert  .'la  ’oc  :rrtn  vMch  cot.?  >;  In 
too  courre  of  nls  business  ( ever  that 
bu sine or  lo).  1 told  Mai  No,  then  I though* 
of  y >u  and  . on  ered  if  you  would  be  interested 
in  : ic  i ■(  ' o '-  " Mr;  . or-;’  1 or  i 

about  th  ■?  documents  excert  that  some  are  Ion;;, 
some  are  sr  ort, , and  some  to  very  import-  nt 
wpil*  ■'  oru  ’ or  ? VO  t •«  | ent  . 

1 gather  that  t:  ey  ar  o .a Inly  writ  ton  in 
a fairly  incomprehensible  bureaucratic 
•obbler'  sgoofc  and  I fancy  that  in  themselves 
trey  are  probafaly  nnintereal  log  but  would 
present  o o editorial  challenge.  If  you  are 
interested,  let  me  know  and  I will  get  in 
touch  vitfc  e A Clark  v:  on  ho  returns  to 
the  city  week  after  next.  ro>'  a LI  I know,  you 
are  busy  ul!  tine  it  oubl  3ay ' a — anyway , 
it  in. 


inccrel v • lwayp , 


L.ar  on  City , o'  . l.if  M u7 


a - rent  ■ el  on, 


1 nope  tt  t ; oily  keeps  the  altitude  are 
r.nd  the  day  1 as  Inert  towards  your  ;olng  away  for  the 
operation.  I uoov  there  via  be  re;  a?  3-s».,  tut  4 r 1 ! her 
thr t v.e  err  r in.,  ly  carrying  out  &a  bast  v»e  <_*  n a p 1 «. n 
that,  she  her? ell  made  and  remind  her  that  Jimmy  deme 
anJ  Dick  Dixon  and  I 're  going  to  t ke  c :re  of  you. 

Gladys  brooks  called  x«  yesterday  to  ask 
about  you  both — like  * voryone  else  want. ad  to  vnow  if  there 
was  anythin?  she  and  Van  VycK  could  do  an"*  ir  any  event 
wanted  you  to  Know  th  at  th.®y  were  t inking  of  you  cons4  ant  ly. 

I have  Jus*  finished  reading  rr  ’ : j ”5  by 

ary  craig  Sinclair,  wife  o 1 Fpton  Fine  lair.  The  booh  waa 
sent,  to  you  inscribed  o Helen  h eller,  t wopnn  vho  is 
really  doing  the  impossible. 11  I found  it  quite  in*  meeting, 
hut  i4  is  very  wor^'y  and  I think:  not  itreortort  enough  lo 
crib*  for  you.  n Vyck  and  Gledy  visile 
in  Arizona  not  so  very  long  ago  and  an  ’ yck  made  t*-o 
acute  remarks  to  rirton-  1)  "You  use  fiction  ror  ulterior 
purposes  an ' that  ia  tr  s cause  of  the  great  quarrel  between 
you  and  tt  » critics."  2)  "You  are  obvioui  Lv  a it  on  a 
large  scale  U.  • t literature  has  to  include,  though  you 
don't  fl  into  any  of  the  usual  categories."  inoiair  h-s 
done  an  immense  amount  of  wood  v»i4'r  hi?  pro;  rsnte,  beginning 
away  back  in  1105  vlth  . J'  GL”  ' Mch  cleared  ip 

....  in  ■ ry , : > ri ng  t hi  ists  fc  the 

colon  do  coni  u.inere  hf1  cr  t;  © I.udlov.  massacre,  , going 
on  to  attack  one  ..or'  t o s ' t*r  another  up  * 5 1 ° rrpe<?tit 
j , be  is  80  j i old,  ill  t it  . - J r o«i  ect 
his  be-iof  that  btollshing  poverty  would  'o  uv  y with 
pre  ioally  1 11  the  ills  f the  worl  3 s si  alve,  bul  It 

sustained  Mr.  ••  nd  It  is  ert  'r.Gy  true  th-  4 • ‘5ng  ri4*  of 

poverty  would  get  ri;  of  a '.ot  f t:.c  ovt.'r  1 : ♦ E'°  v * * b i 1 . 
He  arr1  -ary  Craig  have  r.if fer**d  fc r V el r v<° 1 ef f»,  but  oh, 
hat  fun  the]  n » way!  ru  • ' ' ” '^r  • 

,.y  ur other  e^e.rr  (Jake)  rn*  Mr  'd^  cam*' 

>ut  on  , s *d.  The  engine* rir 

of  the  firm  he  ice  worked  'or  *'  lest  pg  yerrr  is  being 

o-  ed  in  t r •»  i . r;  i.g  . n,  Ohio i ' » ’ 

nufacturing  town  In  Ohio.  1 an?  that  they  must  es  1 
t : air  lovely  home  In  J arnica  ^stat  ee  which  bos  reco..  ~ "o  *ch 
s part  of  them  tkst,  ns  Jskp  says,  leaving  it.  will  b -of 
Like  avin  a death  In  the  family . It  als  * •' 
wife  wi  l h‘-ve  o give  up  an  l 'Tort  nt  Job  with  ‘ ae  3-,io 
Corporation  of  America.  I gave  them  the  passage  from  you 
fro-  which  b.  C-:  'N  DOCP  go’s  its  title;  It  c.aAe  them 
look  more  hopefully  tov.  r s r>e  o4  er  door?  in  airh4  '>n  i 
promised  to  n»nd  them  4 v •'  book  no  eoon  ss  it  4'  ' 

I have  Just  written  Barbers  Tlllo  asking  her  c<.  ' 4e 

that  will  be. 


-,r  * 1 '■  ' ’non  ’ r.  Jltr.  . i 1 1 1 an  for  y ears,  the  for-  ,-ar 
preaidenl  of  the  ass.  Xnatitota  of  Technology  who  has  lust 
1 5 ‘ : ’ l ' 1 ' -i  :•  .'istr-nt.  to  t « resident  ror  cl*  ’re 

Technology.  !e  la  "research-minded , " and  a vary  rood  man 
■eith  says,  a nr?  t Inks  w n shall  ^st  somewhere  if  he  1^ 
aathorUy^Aiaa  for  tha  Little  Jog*  ] not  tl  - a r "t 

p-'  - RC.Av.n-.  1 • lc  *- abo P' t orias . I cringe  against  It  but 
I accept  It,  but  heart  rebels  :» gains*  this. 

I have  r.o  set  to  rs'  ;rn  to  .*rcan  71  ire  but  if 

3 >r  wan  you  hwe  kt  to  £ i * word  and  1 1 i 

be  there.  ' n 1 J-i 

v I ova  s lv.’v  3 fi  nd  ait?-  ’ n vi  th  it, 


tie]  1 « 


Ill  ' l^th  -t.,  3arden  City,  hew  York. 
November  11,  19^7 


he-3  r : rc  . ;inclair: 

Halon  teller  ban  asked  oh 
to  thank  you  ror  toe  copy  of  20U1HRPN  Phi  LS  with 
' raclo’-a  inscription  to  her.  31nce  for  -various 
re -.eo os  it  will  brt  some  time  before  she  can  pet  at 
tie  book  herself  she  wants  you  to  know  now  that  3he 
wrs  touched  by  your  t'.ouphtfnl ness . 

I have  road  the  book  myself  with 
ure  t interest  and  enjoyment--!  ted  kno-'n  of  the 
work  of  course , but  very  little  of  the  r-ack^round 
v/i.icr  makes  the  work  all  tne  more  remarkable,  How 
It  must  sust - in  you  end  dr.  Sinclair  to  know  twt 
you  eve  dons  so  much  ^ood  in  and  to  the  world! 

Very  sincerely  your3. 


iNella  1-raddv  Hennoy 
Attorney  for  Helen  K.e3.ler 


rs.  Mary  craig  Sinclair 
Crown  -nbiishers  Inc. 

419  Fourth  Ave. 

New  York  16 

N.Y. 


Garden  bi’y , Hot.  13,  1957 


Dearest  helen. 


.ole  from  Ken:  Two  excerpts  from  '!'•  • ci  EN  'OCR 
we  Keen  so  IT  to  the  magazine  ''hie  -eek  tor  2r0  anfl  they 
have  t-ken  an  option  to  buy  additional  excerpts  for  ‘100. 
rbe  Reader' s Ipest  • s bought  one  excerpt  for  ,:50.  of  these 
sums  you  will  get  half,  t v,  publishers  t. , e other  half.  This 
ic  standard  practice,  besides  tee  money,  tnese  reprints  will 
give  enormous  publicity  to  the  boon,  so  much  in  feet  that  it 
wo  i ~ a '.os  t be  worth  while  to  give  teem  away,  he  Reader’s 
, Agent  as  the  i . rpat  circulation  of  any  n.&g'.zine  in  He 
world  ai  - J belie*  e that  of  ‘iM?  vwg,  rUns  into  millions. 

Note  i roui  Lenore.  3he  had  her  oOth  birthday  in 
October  and  . Idney  gave  her  what  sue  described  as  tV  e most 
woo  c r . party  mother  ever  had  from  1 on.  II  ■ : vii  him 
now  in  Baton  Rouge  and  you  will  near  from  her  before  long. 

1 find  no  news  in  the  paper  this  morning 
wort!  sending  on,  but  in  2^x&M(h«fciogmvpkicmimkKjiRkx?ifjnriH«n 
Jhngj  istompoat^StRbsr.gmgfcsjinelr  a review  in  He  im-^a  of 

IQN  b]  ird  Ohurch , an  English  set, 

I ran  across  this  sentence,  cooled  from  th=  book:  "Vhc  but 
a ment'-.l  invalid  can  be  bored  in  this  perpetually  astonishing 
world V "l  ? now  this  is  the  way  ve  both  feel. 

Evelyn  sends  me  some  of  the  let  tera,  the  eternal 
requests,  and  telephones  me  about,  others.  How  1 ir.ias  talking 
them  over  with  'oily!  But  ve  are  struggling  along  as  best  we  can. 

I hope  to  see  Bill  Gibson  this  week  and  hear 
all  about  his  play.  I talked  yesterday  with  Ms  director, 

5.2^  s<»*,j5r'  Arthur  . enn.  he  said  the  rehearsals  were  now  in  the 

adolescent  stage,  but  seemed  to  be  going  very  well.  1 shall 
see  *ancy  on  rlday  end  after  lunch  I hope  to  drop  into  the 
us  u:r.  of  modern  Art  to  look  at  an  exhibit  of  paintings  to 
clear  some  of  the  cobwebs  out  of  my  mind. 

how  the  pattern  of  our  lives  has  changed!  But 
there  are  still  bright  tkr'ada  weaving  along. 

iy  love  always, 

Nella 


Ill  “ if  th  St. , Garden  City,  Ipw  York 

November  14,  19r'7 


ear  . Isa  Chamlee: 


!•  lss  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me 
to  reply  (o  your  letter  of  Oc* . 31.  She  has  no 
obj  ction  to  your  using  the  quotation  you  wish, 
so  Long  s 1+* Is  not  et piled  as  a specific 
endorsement  of  the  lan  Fernando  Valley  Opera 
Association,  but  is  used  as  a general  statement 
of  philosophy.  Gome  years  ago,  in  he  face  of  the 
many,  nany  requests  she  has  '“or  the  use  ter 
na ’ e , she  decided  t0  lend  it  only  t.o  the  organizations 
clos-st  to  her  heart,  that  in,  to  those  working  for 
the  biin^,  the  deaf,  and  the  deaf-b3ind.  I am  sure 
that  you  will  understand  her  position  and  sympathize 
with  it. 


its  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincere -y  yours, 

/ el  Ip.  Bra  'dy  benney 
Attorney  for  Helen  ’ ~.-ler 


lss  Boat  rice  Cham  lee 
on  Fernando  'a  l»y  0- era  .*•  ssoc-istion 
12338  Ventura  Boulevard 
Studio  City 
California 


Ill  iftfc  St. , Gar 'Ion  Citv.  r cw  York 
i o v embe  r 15.  19  57 


Dear  ’ r.  Smart; 


miss  elen  seller  has  no  objection 
to  your  writing  a ersonnlity  sketch  of  her, 
especially  blnce  you  intone]  to  give  full  ecknov.-!  edgement 
to  her  books,  i may  add  r at  comparatively  few 
peo  le  have  the  court  any  to  ask  her  p'sruission, 

I think  it  .sight.  be  a good  plan  to  send  the  article 
to  her.  i lease  nail  it  to  me  at  tne  abo\  e address 
and  I shall  see  t:  -t  it  Is  brought  to  her  attention. 

I am  sura  that  s'  e would  enjoy 
(testing,  you,  but  Just  now  she  is  so  immersed  in 
various  complex  sit  .nations  that  she  has  been 
obliged  to  cancel  all  social  engagements. 

V 1 th  ail  good  wishes,  I am 
dine  ere  J.y  yours, 


telle.  Braddy  iienney 
Attorney  for  -el cn  toller 


^av . ..J.  Smart 

The  Parsonage 
Irondale 
Ohio 


111  ^lfth  St. , Garden  City,  New  York 
Nov.  15,  19  r7 


"'ear  1 las  La  ck: 


las  Helen  Heller's 

desk  Is  rilf^  so  high  vlth  unanswered 
letters  connected  with  her  work  for  the 
blind,  the  deaf,  and  the  deaf-blind 
that  she  cannot  now  take  tine  out  to 
write  the  st at  "Tent  you  wish  about  the 
valus  of  the  study  of  Latin.  I au  sorry. 

T c-y  sincerely  yours. 


' el la  Breddy  Kenney 
Attorney  "or  i elen  >-eiler 


Kiss  Louise  Lauok 
Lawrencevllle  ‘ "ad 
Princeton 
New  Jersey 


Garden  City,  i.ov.-  vork 
Kov.  15,  1957 


Darling  Helen, 


I could  lave  wept 
with  joy  yesterday  when  I heard 
telephone,  so  strong  and  clear, 
has  been  lighter  ever  since. 


with  joy — I reen  I did  weep 
Folly's  voice  over  the 
so  like  herself,  y eart 


In  a little  while  I am  going  in  to  have  lunch 
with  nancy.  She  and  I will  take  your  beautiful  uhrlstau  s 
essage  to  Black  Starr  Frost  and’  Gorham  to  have  It  era- raved 
on  a card,  i.ancy  has  excellent  taste  In  such  matters  and 
I expect  the  card  to  be  worthy  of  the  thought. 


FVelyn  sent  me  a letter  to  you  from  the  , 

' .J.  Smart  o^  hondon  asking  permission  to  do  a personality 
sketch  of  you,  giving  full  credit  to  your  books  as  the 
source  of  his  material,  he  is  a het.hodist  minister,  one  of 

outstanding  social  workers,  author  of  several  books , 
o"  which  is  Ch  ?I’5T  O'  7I-r  TBAi  n?  ‘ -2  b'  ! P 7 


England ' s 
tne  best  known 


in  which  ha  describes  Ms  vor 
sleeping  by 
established 
and  clothing 


among 

rrv, 


the  homeless  who. were 


e hundreds  on  the  Thames  Smbankment . ©'finally  Uj  crJUL.  Uj<v jE 
a free  hostel  for  them  Where  they  were  given  food 
and  were  looked  after  until  they  were  rehabilitated. 

Of  course  I gave  him  the  permission  he  wanted,  e 1~  row 


preaching  ^or  a while  in  irondale,  Ohio,  but  will  return 
ingland  before  long. 


o 


I will  send  Douglas  Mgby's  M b " hi-  - i:  to 
iss  - oges  early  next  week  to  have  the  chapter  about  desert 
plants  transcribed,  'ol'h  has  nearly  flnluhel  the  book — vii] 
finish  it  this  week  end. 


1 will  give  you  a retort  on  vnr-t  ->ancy  and  I 
gabble  about  today — i1 * * 4  will  be  fun  to  see  her.  -he  is  another 
who  will  do  - • n y i b i np-  sue  can  for  you  and  lolly,  to  will 

atnarine. 


by  love  always, 


ell  a 


11  : 1 rth  t. , nrden  City,  .Y 

. ov.  17,  i9r-7 


^n^aat  "“thel , 


I *hin'«  you  so  much  and  always 
with  coui^ort.  Just  knowing  you  are  there  and 
i ere  with  such  understan’ing.  “he  sadness  toes 
not  leeeen,  rather  the  contrary,  but  I need 
not  co  Into  ' et  11?  because  you  get  them  through 
Amelia  by  --'ay  of  idle,  e are  trying  to  set  up 
■ s n ' s ope.'  • ' i first  i In  ir — 

I shall  bs  with  r In  an  adjoining  roon.  1 tan  l 
I el  t.  uid  I ars  - 

to  0.  lo  to  see  1 sister  and  dwell  for  u while 
on  other  sorrows.  I hasten  to  say  1:  at  x 
ell  right  a..d  trying  hard  to  r.eep  ay  self  that 
vay  . 


y io  e always. 


Ill  FJftt.  St.( 

ov.  id,  1957 


ew  York 


"ardor  City, 


ear  Me.'.  Corea, 


ler.sa  ' r an sc  rib*  ror  i >8  leller 
‘he  char  tar  called  ""'•sort  Prae.chcr.ent " beginning 
on  pare  ±0}  and  priding,  on  cage  120.  'nderneoth 
tha  ' 1 1 : ■ >f  the  e t r plej  iee  3 ns  ;rt  \ o®  D 
; by  1;  'Igby.  ”f  Is  should  .50  cn  v.y  Mil . 

In  harta,  Cut  very  aincereiy,  very  gratefully, 


book  sho  l-l  come  b>c.- 


to  r..e 


Ill  rlf t h St . , Garden  CHy,  lev  York 

. ov . 20,  19 57 


Tea r Isabel  an  xxert, 


Yesterday  I had  a most  ancour  ing 
visit  with  i-pien  and  oily.  A few  days  before  I had 
talked  with  lolly  over  the  telephone,  In  Itself  so 
remarkable  event  that  I would  have  written  you  -About  It 
If  1 ' ' r t iae.  fay  before  yes 5 erday  she  s Ignod  1 ;r 

10  • ' ' lA'iCtl] 

this  hr  )j  rned . Her  doctor  cams  while  I was  there  and  he 
1 8 greatly  ancoo ragnd--even  t>  lnkr-  t ■ i * by  February 
it  might  bo  4 osr.lble  "or  her  and  Helen  to  ' iy  (with  a 
nurse)  to  t nxrs  *o  spend  a monti  in  t e sunshine  vlth 
Hoj-en'c  brother  ihillipa.  Tolly  -a  perfectly  rational 
throughout  t •>  ti.  .e  I was  t,here--$bout  four  hour  --but 
her  memory  In  had  rt  are  carrot  of  court  e grapple  with 
co  n,  11  c a tr- d r robi  emr  . ntlll  sh  r makes  ; ro.-  reap  an^ 
every  r .t  er  forward  pits  ' or  on  ? sounder  footing. 

V°  are  trying  to  set  up  **alen'3 
operation  fo*1  the  first  weak  in  ''scomber . Pot  ■ girl?  ;>re 
anxlou"  to  have  It  done  with  and  so  am  I.  e h ive  found 
a 9 loter*d  nurse  woo  knows  the  n- riual  alphabet  *ho 
v;iil  pc  Into  the  o;  or-  ting  room  vlth  Keisn.  *i hi ? Is 
so:  e + ving  I :ouid  not  trust  myself  to  do.  “oily  has  always 
Jon«  1 t , but  I r -’e  of  flimsier  stuff  thar  she.  I 
si  11  be  et  the  hospital  with  Helen  all  he  time  and 
at  arlnr  Cornell  ^nd  Nancy  Hamilton  will  vibrate  be*'-een 
t ■ t ospltol  ■ r.d  tlrcsn  -idge,  with  lolly  as  their  s.  eelai 
charge,  and  there  are  others  vho  will  do  t h e same.  I 
action  mo  t especially  Helen*  s trustee,  James  Adams, 
evoted  friend  of  both  glris.  I slirpiy  don't  know  ’now 
• e could  rnrnge  without  him. 

if  I -’on1 1 have  time  to  writ®  \o 
you  after  the  operation  I'll  ! ave  some  one  else  do  it. 

You  can  always  rest  assured  i • --t  you  will  b<-  prom’  1 y 
ln'orred  of  every  significant,  change. 


■ f ect  innately, 


All  -ifth  At.,  G fitter.  City,  pw  v0rk 
Ho\  . 21  , 1957 


"'os r ’■’avia  and  hillips, 


- "/y  before  yesterday  I e- ent  about 

:'  i;'  1 > i w r e r-n  nr.  1 oily , .r.y  ...oof  encourarinr  ^leit 

\P  d*te‘  ;hf  ' W b : f o re  lolly  hr  1 signed  her  narco  nr.  1 It  was 
trtr  old  signature,  exactly  t>e  way  It.  was  before  -'ll  this 

! ' perfectly  coher  ei  t i i > hoi  the  1 lms  X 
was  them,  bu'  her  memory  is  bet  end  she  cannot  com  with 
v.i  i if  '•  j obiou. ■; . Dr.  i-.'j raoc ri  c-sune  in  wt  Hr  p was  toepe, 

1 f inks  .oily's  progress  .tost  remarkable,  even  toid  her' 
sr.i  Helen  that  he  t nought  t at  by  February  they  couP  be  flown 
a ou  to  ay  e - J i aontl  in  the  j nehina,  ' h nur . , r 
Shook,  volunteered  to  fly  with  them,  then  leave  t • nurse 
• >«ia  b«  with  t during  t I flight,  but,  according  to  Dr. 
Murdock,  woul  not  be  needed  afterwards.  This  good  news  lighted 
ur  the  whole  hour©— It  gives  Helen  and  lolly  a ha.  v event  to 
look  «'orv  r ’ to. 


I t Ink  there  is  no  need  for  you  x 
to  come  north,  r -i  :•  no;,  too— "Fleas  their  heartsi" 
cried  when  1 told  her  about  your  letter  to  me.  i + her 
today  or  tomorrow  Am cy  l ar  il ton  end  1 will  interview  the 
registered  nurse  who  is  to  be  in  t operating  room  with 
Helen.  "M?  is  something  ti  * t I could  not  trust  myself  to 
do,  bu'  1 shall  be  with  Helen  all  the  rest  of  th  ->  time,  in 
an  adjoining,  room,  and  Haney  and  Katherine  will  watch  over 

; « . r . ame,  il 

over  every bo  y . I gave  him  your  telephone  numbers  since  he 
\;ps  to  be  in  Dallas  ti  ls  week  an*  1**  you  have  talked  with 
him  I kno-  you  have  teen  reassured,  e is  o‘*r  rook  cf 
Gibraltar,  <?  • on  '«'lll  go  t o the  hospital  wit  rim  or  n-  si  do, 
me  on  the  ot  op.  *’ancy  md  t. *>  therine  and  fcobabLy  . "ixon 
will  be  with  oily  va  «•  t - --  wrench  of  parting  cotusr. 

If  you  ion*  t.  hoar  from  up,  1*  will 
no*  be  vnca"rm  I o r not  thinking  of  you.  1 e]  on  rr-’  I will 
be  talking  of  you  "'d  Nancy  will  keep  you  in  touch  ’ ' ' A <•  > 
progress  of  events. 

14r  ell  good  "'lev  m r • 1 • y '•  *nks 

for  your  kir.a  wo r*r  about  r-i. 


if 

J 9 


o.i ! ?j  inner  el 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Carden  city,  New  York 

Nov  . 21,  1957 


Tear  Bill, 

It  ca me  as  no  surprise  to  me  when  I read  the  play 
last  night  all  at.  one  big  gulp  that  I loved  It.  I could  use  up 
a lot  of  adjectives  If  I had  time:  tender,  tough,  vivid, 
moving,  compelling,  original,  though  original  woul*'  not 
rcuci  if  the  ethers  were  not  on  hand — I could  go  on.  eith 
read  th  first  act.  "r.'ujjn  interesting,  damn  good,"  says  he. 

I vs  reluctant  to  let  l.o  script  go,  but  it  i r?  unlikely  that 
Keith  will  be  able  to  get  back  to  it  for  some  time  to  come  and 
I air.  mailing  it  to  hr,  Coe  this  morning. 

.he  rehearsal  was  fascinating  and  I took  as  much  of 
the  Inverted  glamor  ns  1 could  to  Arcan  *idgQ  t o next  day,  one 
of  J olly's  good  days  * bad  to  ay;,  x had  spoken  of  Seesaw  on  my 
previous  visit  n be  two  girls  vo  Keep  house  an-  kitchen  had 
latched  on  to  Anno  Bancroft  In  TV.  lolly  (th-  nurse  abetting) 
said  she  might  see  it  if  ft..  came  to  New  Haven,  I think  I could 
organize  a little  claque  for  you  in  that  town. 

You  will  forgive  mo  if  I sav  that  Fred  Coe's  laugh  was 
the  nicest  hing  that  happened  to  a*o  on  Konday.  it  hit  me  first 
with  shock,  like  an  inappropriate  soon'1  at  deathbed  or  f‘ moral, 
but  after  th  * t no  nightingale  Chet  over  sang  v»ae  half  so  sweet. 
Laughter  in  still  going  on  though  Just  now  most  of  It  is  out  of 
earsho  for  me. 

elen  and  I enter  the  hospit:  1 Dec.  1.  Operation  next 
day.  Tomorrow  at  2:00  J ..  . Nancy  and  I interview  th*  nurse  from 
New  Jersey  v o will  be  with  helen  in  the  ope  rating  •mom.  In  the 
evening  **el  th  and  I aay  or  ip. ay  not  go  to  Ohio,  Telephone  from  his 
«isf  sr  3ast  night  ti  t . or  .::o the r-in-l&v , 80  y -arc  o:>  - , had  Jnct 
i'.ad  her  third  ceri  ] e rvlv# — 

we  go  or  atay  according  to  prognosis. 

I op.  you  fount  ell  serene  at  StocVcbrl  £..  id  tr  . have 
one  place  where  n y . ind  cvn  rest  untroubled. 

(«0t 


a you,  everybody  thanks  you,  e, 

for  giving  r.o  fro  one  rof r-*'iiifclnL  • ay  I've  fcad — :.lcost  since  I 
can  remember  it  ucor.ir. . 


' ■ J 1 th  ;'t.»  ow.rrt«n  GUy,  t\aw  York 
Jov.  21,  1957 


Dear  1 i e 1 1 ke  na : 


1 am  returning  t:-e  script  wilcfc 
• LOf'  V!jS  ’In-’  enough  4o  lend  me.  ; if  ■■■.&  tell 
M r.  4 V t I liked  It  ue  much  as  I thought  I you  Id 
®B  ' . \ v vfiD  : « in<  e<  d— if  ere  i er  roo 

tc  ■- tine  \rry  r:  ree  or  four  more  tlraea  I 
v°” ' * 30  It.  - nr  please  tell  -l®  that  I tin:  ,;ont 
grateful  for  t e opportunity  to  read  It. 

sincerely  yours. 


v-  rs.  clth  Kenney} 


kiss  Jos. a 111.-.;;  nr. 

2ec.  *o  Jr.  Joe 

NBC 

3CA  ~ldg. , -adlo  .it\ 
Kew  York  20 

N.Y. 


ill  -lfth  it.,  OJir'er  Cl*y,  N.Y. 
Nov.  22,  1957 


Dear  Lf.rbp.rf, 


hank  you  for  your  note.  I ac  indexing 
a copv  of  c.  letter  I lave  ju.'i  vril  t >n  to  fcenernl 
Cli  r k,  I <3  n*  t knc  If  he  la  la  hli  atrj  ' a 
mon.ent . 

'•he  second  para^rnph  gl*.  nz  a rough  l ’ea 
of  th  situation  at  Arc  an  'idge. 

ery  busy  ’aye  for  us  all. 

Sincerely , 


.'.is a isurbara  ...liis 
Doubl  lay  Cc.  Inc. 
575  n&llaon  A‘> 

New  York  22 

N ,Y. 


Nov . £5,  1957 


Dari  Ing  • oj*n, 

Drery thing  ^?ics  to  be  running  srroothly  so 
ff.r  /*&  our  getting  off  to  the  hospital  nr/t  Burley  Is 
concerned.  T hops  you  liked  rr.  Rru nschrig  much  as 
jiniTy  thought  you  die’.  r‘  ck  7 5 xon  said  you  coni''  not  hove 
f.  better  irr’-n.  ( I r.t  identaDy  I U night  the  no-:  e vhs 
Brunswick  urr.il  my  before  yeeterdev., 


• e In’s  run  Into  only  on?  c.ajor  "Is--:  ointment 
tb«c  far.  Pick  is  not  well  ant  I am  afraid  v.-ill  not  be  able 
to  cote  east.  I'll  tell  you  none  about  this  3 a ter.  "tit  we 
s' nil  see  ttv-t  'oily  is  well  looked  after.  fancy  und  atharlne 
• 1 ■ arrive  il  .rear  Ridge  shortly  after  we  leave — I 4 hink 
it  better  not  to  hrr’c  them  there  at  the  mosEsn*  of  t ©par tu re 
whan  there  will  inevitably  be  a certain  amount  of  contusion. 
Ihey  will  i robably  spen'»  the  night  in  the  neighbor!  ood  end 
■'■"’ro',  in  t 1 e next  day . hr.  fur  dock  will  come  in  o'  ten  and  you 
v i 1 3 be  1 n ’ ouch  wltl  h:o  bj  ' ' ' bon  • v ■ 7 day . 

onrad  will  be  on  call  and  Jittray  will  of  mu---  go  to  see  hor. 
you  know  t.  ?t  Frances  Berens  h-’d  .broken  he-  leg  and  is  nov 
in  a cast?  hot  carious  of  course,  but  so  inconvenient  and 

uncomfortable. 


rJ  'ay  afternoon  Sanny  and  1 interviewed  >n« 
of  the  nurses  you  will  have,  ? young  - rs.  Boris  M no  (odd 
name)  who  has  known  the  manual  alphabet  since  chiiduooa 
because  both  her  parent  s are  3-;pf . -he  is  a groduat  ■»  o* 
•'ree.lv  ewl-r:  of;  i-i  in  .fw  w Jersey,  is  rrlo  n im 

1 tlv9  and  half  onth*a  old  baby,  fou  will  *et  ■ 3 

afternoon. 

i spent  the  week- end  nursing  e nasty  ti ■ 
c old,  bu  t.  It’s  a 1 i go  no  no  k . 


*dy 


o . b,  h y ■ o '■  0 , b y lov  • to  yo  ani  — )’  > 


;pj  ir 


I I ‘ , , 

O . /:  V,  9^7 


Ce-  r 1 . , 


.oui  the  {-reel  'ent  of  the  Oman's  hat  ional  . ress 

Club  be  of  ;.i  j use  to  In  n:  . r . VJ«) 

ontgo&x  y,  272b  v ity-nlntl  . . . . , 3 [ton,  . . 

hr  1ft  > . he  . i v.  rev  . ill  ews  Eu n-cvj  in  the  national  I rase 
Flog.  Rcrohfi  row  the  lilfir*  l ot  el — -el*'  4oesn*  t re  be  r 
the  street,  her  cun  field  In  writing  nevs  etc  rl ’a  for  such 

. i-  • : ml  . ro  ' . . , Nuc  »c  ni . a , sto,  and 

UBlnet>B  <jek,  hu  si  r 4 now  3 every  t o y , lo"  r>e  . elng  In  the 

tnln die  of  t ings,  adores  ti  e thee.ta;  , an;  :ci  illy  'Irst  nightc, 

ie  already  excised  stout  ..essaw,  c *.  1.  a marvellous  loor- 
opener.  lay  you  (.re  a friend,  of  .eith's  ar.d  ask  for  the  aoon 

if  ti--.it  is  t you  would  like  to  have. 

Sunday  w-  ,er*  threatened  with  a La*  tie  of  the 
giant » O'  er  hii  h doctor,  but  r eece  was  resto  red  y noon 
on  onlay . .o  . - vote  . fact  as  **arry  .io,  kina’  ie  . at 
•so rial  was  t iaf  element  In  bringing  !•.  about*  _.oro 
for  ns  coass  at  10  Sunday  :•  c nlng.  3j 
ought  to  ..now  whether  il^e  13  to  be  more  coinj l ic.-- 1 ed  or 
leefa  compile  Id  for  jb  11. 

x rope  rh » re’r.e  rr-sls  are  poing  well.  X van',  ed 
to  come  &■  a.ln,  but  as  s sn  ul  say , Aiaai 

(4  b 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Nov.  30,  1957 


Dear  Elizabeth, 


Lenore  Smith  is  now  with  her  son,  Dr. 
Sidney  Smith,  at  1957  Avondale  Drive,  Baton  Rouge, 
Louisiana,  and  will  be  there  for  some  months.  I am 
forwarding  your  letter  to  her.  The  Washington  address 
is  3249  Newark  St.  N.W. , Washington  8,  D.C.  You  had 
3279  and  Washington  is  now  such  a big  place  that  the 
postmen  don't  know  the  neighbors  as  well  as  t’ney  used 
to.  And  she  may  be  in  the  directory  as  Lenore  Smith. 

At  any  rate  I hope  she  gets  the  letter. 

Tomorrow  I take  Helen  to  Memorial 
Hospital  to  have  a small  tumor  removed  from  her  foot. 

I leave  you  to  imagine  how  I dread  the  separation  fro  A 
Polly.  Polly  has  her  good  days  and  her  bad  days  and  the 
bad  days  are  beyond  belief — I haven't  been  there,  but  I 
am  in  touch  with  the  house  every  day. 

I've  asked  Ann  to  keep  you  Informed. 

I simply  don't  have  time  to  write.  I do  try  to  keep 
Polly's  brother  abreast  of  events  and  Helen's  family 
and  what  with  everything  else  this  is  Just  about  all  I 
can  do.  I wish  I were  made  of  sturdier  material. 


With  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y . 
Nov.  30,  1957 


Dear  Lenore, 


Elizabeth  Bain  sent  me  thfe  Inclosed  to 
forward  to  you.  I have  given  her  your  correct  address 
In  Washington  as  well  as  your  present  address. 

Zero  hour  for  me  comes  at  10  tomorrow 
morning  when  I leave  here  to  Join  Mr.  James  A jams 
(Jimmy),  Helen's  most  devoted  trustee,  and  after  lunch 
go  on  to  Arcan  Ridge  to  get  Helen  to  take  her  to 
Memorial  Hospital  In  N.Y.  to  have  that  tumor  removed 
from  her  foot.  I shall  have  an  adjoining  room  and 
expect  to  stay  for  the  course — a week  or  10  days.  I 
leave  you  to  Imagine  how  I dread  the  moment  of 
separating  Helen  and  lolly.  Folly  has  good  days,  1 rat  Is, 
pretty  good  days,  but  ate  has  bad  ones  and  the  bad  ones  are 
absolute  hell  for  everybody.  I haven't  been  there  on 
one  of  these,  but.  I am  In  touch  with  the  house  every  day. 

Nancy  Hamilton  and  Katharine  Cornell  are 
standing  by  to  help  In  every  possible  way,  we  have  a 
registered  nurse  who  knows  the  alphabet,  ;.nd  another 
woman,  not  a nurse,  who  Is  on  call,  hen  I think  of 
Teacher's  last  week  with  you  and  Polly  and  Herbert  In  the 
house  and  me  coming  In  every  day,  I long,  for  you  almost 
unbearably,  but  it  wouldn't  help  for  you  to  come.  All 
that  human  aid  can  give  will  be  given.  Our  worst  time  Is 
coming.  ’Tnless  Polly  gets  much  better  or  much  worse  I 
simply  do  not  see  how  the  household  problem  can  be 
solved. 


y own  present  problem  Is  stage  fright.  I 
a::  simply  scared  to  death. 


With  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  15,  1957 


Dear  Mr.  Smart: 


I am  extremely  sorry  that  when  I wrote  you 
that.  I thought  it  would  be  a good  plan  to  send  your  article 
to  Miss  Keller  I gave  you  the  impression  that  she  would 
approve  or  disapprove  it.  In  certain  instances,  as  in  this, 
she  i s willing  to  go  over  an  article  or  book  to  check  facts 
and  misinterpretations,  but  she  is  never  willing  to  endorse 
an  article  about  herself.  She  gave  you  permission  t.o  write 
the  article,  but  she  has  not  sanctioned  it  and  ycur  footnote 
on  page  2 should  be  changed. 

Your  facts  seem  to  be  in  order  except  for 
minor  errors  which  any  good  editor  would  catch,  as,  at  the 
bottom  of  page  4 the  statement  that  Anne’s  mother  left 
three  children,  all  born  within  the  space  of  two  years.  Since 
there  were  no  twins  I believe  this  biologically  impossible. 

In  one  place  Miss  l-olly  Thomson's  name  has  a "p."  This  I 
think  is  a typographical  error;  at.  any  rate  the  correct 
spelling  is  Thomson. 

Your  statement  that  Anne  felt  God  very  near  to 
her  at  the  end  needs  further  elucidation.  Those  of  us  who 
were  with  her  then,  including  Miss  Keller,  hoped  that  this  was 
true,  but  we  had  no  real  evidence. 

I am  returning  the  dollar  you  sent  for 

postage. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  teller 


Rev.  W.J.  Smart 
The  I arsonage 
Irondale 
Ohio 


Ill  Fl^th  St.,  Garden  City,  hew  York 
December  16,  1957 


Dear  hi r . Beach: 


Mias  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me 
to  thank  you  for  the  processed  copy  of  her 
little  piece  "I  Love  My  Country"  and  for  your 
kind  letter  which  accompanied  it.  She  regrets 
the  delry  in  thanking  you,  but  circumstances 
made  it  unavoidable. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  teller 


. r.  Stewart  Beach 
THIS  VEEK 

485  I exington  Ave. 
New  York  17 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 

Dec.  20,  1957 


Dear  Miss  Loges: 


Hereafter  please  return 
my  letters  t.o  me  and  send  only  the  Braille 
copy  to  Westport. 

v e have  all  been  going  through 
a rugged  time,  but  you  will  be  glad  to 
know  that  iss  Keller’s  operation  was  most 
successful  and  that  she  is  back  home  with 
her  beloved  companion.  Miss  Thomson  is 
still  not  well,  but  seems  to  be  making 
remarkable  Improvement. 

With  all  good  wishes  for 
pleasant  holidays,  I am 

Ever  sincerely  yours, 


Miss  Elsa  Loges 


Garden  City,  ev  York 
Bee . 20,  1957 


Parllng  Helen, 


I want  to  explain  as  beat  I can  Just  wh:  t 
hap:  ened  to  your  foot.  In  medical  terms  the  ankle  is  the 
tarsus  and  the  bones  which  connect  the  ankle  to  the  tare 
toes  are  the  metatarsal  bones.  The  construction  is  very 
like  that  of  the  hand,  the  wrist  being  the  carpus,  the  boneB 
between  the  wrist  and  the  fingers  being  the  metacarpal 
bones.  Your  tumor  was  on  the  second  metatarsal  bone  and  as 
I understand  it  two  thirds  of  that  bone  and  the  toe  had  to 
be  removed.  There  was  great  anxiety  until  the  tumor  was  out 
and  much  rejoicing  when  it  was  discovered  that  by  every 
pathological  test  that  could  be  made  the  growth  was  benign. 

I hope  the  healing  process  is  continuing  the  the  fine  style 
that  began  in  the  hospital.  And  I hope  the  household  is 
settling  down.  It  is  very  trying  for  everybody  to  have  so 
many  people  around  all  the  time  and  I worry  about  it,  but  we 
must  all  try  to  be  patient  for  at  least  a few  weeks.  Our  dear 
Polly  seemed  to  me  much  improved  and  I hope  you  are  finding 
her  so.  ' e must  now  put  much  care  and  thought  into  helping 
her  every  way  we  can  and  we'll  get  experts  to  guide  us. 

I am  sending  Gretchen  Green' 3 lovely  card 
and  the  two  Blake  poems  with  this  to  be  brail led. 

It  is  good  to  be  at  home,  but  I miss  you 
terribly,  especially  towards  late  afternoon  when  the  time 
comes  to  wind  up  my  little  Christmas  tree.  It  was  a privilege 
and  a Joy  to  be  with  you. 

y love  always  to  you  and  Polly, 


Nella 


When  the  Green  Woods  Laugh 


When  the  green  woods  laugh  with  the  voice  of  Joy, 
And  the  dimpling  stream  runs  laughing  by; 
when  the  air  does  laugh  with  our  merry  wit, 

And  the  green  hill  laughs  with  the  noise  or  it; 

When  the  meadows  laugh  with  lively  green, 

And  the  grasshopper  laughs  in  the  merry  scene, 

When  Kary  and  Susan  and  Smily 

With  their  sweet  round  mouths  sing  "Ha, Ha,  He'." 

When  the  painted  birds  laugh  in  the  shade, 

Where  our  table  with  cherries  and  nuts  is  spread, 
Come  live,  and  be  merry,  and.  Join  with  me, 

To  sing  the  sweet  chorus  of  "Ha,  Ha,  He'." 

William  Blake 


To  the  livening  Star 

Thou  fair-haired  angel  of  the  evening, 
how,  whilst  the  sun  rests  on  the  mountains,  light 
Thy  bringcptorch  of  love;  thjy  radiant  crown 
Fut  on, -'and  smile  upon  our  evening  bed'. 

Smile  on  our  loves,  and,  while  thou  drawest  the 
Blue  curtains  of  the  sky,  scatter  thy  silver  dew 
On  every  flower  that  shuts  11 s sweet  eyes 
In  timely  sleep.  Let  thy  west  wind  sleep  on 
The  lake;  speak  silence  with  thy  glimmering  eyes, 
And  wash  the  dusk  with  silver.  Soon,  full  soon, 
Dost  thou  withdraw;  then  the  wolf  rages  wide. 

And  the  lion  glares  thro'  the  dun  forest: 

The  fleeces  of  the  flocks  are  covered  with 

Thy  sacred  dew:  protect  them  with  thine  Influence. 


William  Blake 


Garden  City,  :,ew  York 
Dec.  20,  1957 


Darling:  Helen, 


I want  to  explain  as  best  I can  just  what 
happened  to  your  foot.  In  medical  terms  the  ankle  is  the 
tarsus  and  the  bones  which  connect  the  ankle  to  the  tare 
toes  are  the  metatarsal  bones.  The  construction  is  very 
like  that  of  the  hand,  the  wrist  being  the  carpus,  the  bones 
between  the  wrist  and  the  fingers  being  the  metacarpal 
bones.  Your  tumor  was  on  the  second  meta.tarsal  bone  and  as 
I understand  it  two  thirds  of  that  bone  and  the  toe  had  to 
be  removed.  The^e  was  great  anxiety  until  the  tumor  was  out 
and  much  rejoicing  when  it  was  discovered  that  by  every 
pathological  test  that  could  be  made  the  growth  was  benign. 

I hope  the  healing  process  is  continuing  the  the  fine  style 
that  began  in  the  hospital.  And  I hope  the  household  is 
settling  down.  It  is  very  trying  for  everybody  to  have  so 
many  people  around  all  the  time  and  I worry  about  it,  but  we 
must  all  try  to  be  patient  for  at  least  a few  weeks.  Our  dear 
Polly  seemed  to  me  much  improved  and  I hope  you  are  finding 
her  so.  We  must  now  put  much  care  and  thought  into  helping 
her  every  way  we  can  and  we'll  get  experts  to  guide  us. 

I am  sending  Gretchen  Green's  lovely  card 
and  the  two  Blake  poems  with  this  to  be  brallled. 

It  is  good  to  be  at  home,  but  I miss  you 
terribly,  especially  towards  late  afternoon  when  the  time 
comes  to  wind  up  my  little  Christmas  tree.  It  was  a privilege 
and  a joy  to  be  with  you. 

My  love  always  to  you  and  Folly, 


Nella 


When  the  Green  Woods  Laugh 


When  the  green  woods  laugh  with  the  voice  of  Joy, 
And  the  dimpling  stream  runs  laughing  by; 

When  the  air  does  laugh  with  our  merry  wit, 

And  the  green  hill  laughs  with  the  noise  of  it; 

When  the  meadows  laugh  with  lively  green. 

And  the  grasshopper  laughs  in  the  merry  scene, 
When*  Mary  and  Susan  and  Emily 

With  their  sweet  round  mouths  sing  "Ha, Ha,  Hel" 

When  the  painted  birds  laugh  in  the  shade, 

Where  our  table  with  cherries  and  nuts  is  spread, 
Come  live,  and  be  merry,  and  join  with  me, 

To  sing  the  sweet  chorus  of  "Ha,  Ha,  He'." 

William  Blake 


To  the  Evening  Star 

Thou  fair-haired  angel  of  the  evening, 

Now,  whilst  the  sun  rests  on  the  mountains,  light 
Thy  brlhg$*torch  of  love;  thjTy  radiant  crown 
Put  on,<5and  smile  upon  our  evening  bed'. 

Smile  on  our  loves,  and,  while  thou  drawest  the 
Blue  curtains  of  the  sky,  scatter  thy  silver  dew 
On  every  flower  that  shuts  its  sweet  eyes 
In  timely  sleep.  Let  thy  west  wind  sleep  on 
The  lake;  speak  silence  with  thy  glimmering  eyes, 
And  wash  the  dusk  with  silver.  Soon,  full  soon, 
Dost  thou  withdraw;  then  the  wolf  rages  wide, 

And  the  lion  glares  thro'  the  dun  forest: 

The  fleeces  of  the  flocks  are  covered  with 

Thy  sacred  dew:  protect  them  with  thine  influence. 


William  Blake 


Ill  ^lfth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  21,  1957 


Dear  Nelson, 

I am  sorry  I was  asleep  the  night  you  called 
the  hospital,  but  by  the  end  of  the  day  I was  nearly 
always  so  tired  that  I staggered  off  to  bed  shortly  after 
seven  o'clock. 

■Ve  have  been  going  through  a rugged  period. 

Ihe  sequence  of  events  Is  as  follows:  On  Sept.  26  I 
went  to  the  Nassau  Hospital  not  far  from  here  for  an 
operation  on  my  eyelid.  On  Sept.  27  while  she  and  helen 
were  alone  in  the  house  Folly  had  a stroke.  Soon  after 
that  we  learned  that  what  we  had  understood  was  a callus 
on  Helen's  foot  was  in  fact  a tumor,  because  oc  the  pain 

, the  difficulty  it  gave  her  in  walking,  and 
the  danger  of  letting  it  go  any  longer,  It  was  decided 
to  operate  as  soon  as  possible.  I had  to  wait  until  my 
eye  was  unbandaged  before  I went  up  there,  then  I had* 
to  catch  my  breath  a little.  Things  straightened  out 
enough  for  Helen  and  me  to  go  to  Kemorial^on  Dec.  1:  it. 
was  out  of  the  question  for  Polly  to  go  with  her.  The 
toe  next,  to  the  big  toe  on  Helen's  right  foot,  and  two 
thirds  of  the  metatarsal  bone  were  removed;  by  tt  s time 
Helen  and  I left  on  Dec.  18  all  the  pathological  tests 
were  In  an  we  knew  for  certain  that  the  tumor  was  benign. 
Sh ~ went  home  with  only  a b ndag-  on  the  foot  and  though 
she  limped  a bit  she  was  able  to  walk  around  by  linking 
her  arm  through  that  of  some  one  else.  Within  another  ten 
days  I think  she  will  be  able  to  walk  freely  and  without 
pain. 


The  situation  with  Folly  Is  not  so  good. 
Irreparable  da  age  has  been  done  to  er  eyes  and  brain 
an"i  what  t e outcome  will  be  we  do  not  yet  know.  She  cannot 
read  and  may  never  real  again  an1  her  mind  is  very  un- 
certain. As  3ome  one  said,  it  is  like  listening  to  a radio 
that  fades.  For  a while  it  seems  perfectly  clear,  then 
suddenly  It  Is  gone  and  her  memory  Is  not  over  very  good. 
Her  right  side  was  paralyzed  at  the  beginning,  but  she  has 
entirely  recovered  from  this,  an  excellent  sign.  It  Is  now 
being  said  that  she  had  a at  roke  when  she  was  sent,  home 
from  Japan.  You  were  with  them  then  and  would  be  in  a 
position  to  know.  Ve  had  always  understood  that  It  was 
because  of  very  high  blood-  resgure.  It  is  Import-  nt 
to  the  prognosis  of  her  future  to  know  as  much  as  possible 
about  her  past  medical  history.  I know  that  with  the 
Chrintmrs  holidays  and  all  your  responsihillt y to  your 
family  this  is  a bad  time  to  v sk  you  to  write,  but  if  you 
coul  drop  me  a note  on  this  point  it  would  be  a great 
help. 


K elan  throughout,  the  ordeal  has  been  her 
g orlous  self,  but  she  Is?  terribly  worried  about 
Folly  and  like  the  rest  of  ub  bewildered  abou?  the 
future.  A household  has  been  assembled  to  look  after 

bUJ  11  H beld  t0S^her  with  Scotch  tape  and' 
safety  pins  and  we  are  faced  with  the  necessity 

tryf!?§  to  arran6e  something  more  permanent -’-and 
this  without  knowing  what  the  future  will  be  like. 

Helen  was  very  pleased  when  I told  her  that 
you  had  celled  and  we  were  both  sorry  we  did  not  'see 
you.  .e  hope  for  better  luck  next  time  you  coma  this 


way  and  meantime 
good  wishes  there 
years  that  come  afterward. 


ssnd  you  and  your  family 
are  both  for  the  holidays 


all 

and 


the 

the 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  22,  1957 


Dear  Isabel  and  Bert, 


I took  Helen  back  to  Arcan  Ridge 
last  Wednesday  Dec.  18.  By  that  time  all  pathological 
reports  were  In  and  the  tumor  was  known  to  be  benign, 

Helen  was  walking  without  a cast,  only  a bandage,  and 
without  any  support  except  the  arm  of  the  rerson  with 
w: ora  she  was  walking  and  she  was  not  leaning  on  the  arm. 
Within  ten  days  or  so  I think  she  v-111  be  walking  quite 
freely.  The  reunion  between  the  two  inseparables  was 
very  touching.  I left  them  together  for  the  most  part 
and  did  not.  see  much  of  Folly. 

It  Is  hard  for  me  to  know  Just 
wr.at  to  say  of  her.  Her  3lght  is  not  Improving.  Further 
teals  will  be  made  after  the  first  of  the  year,  but  I 
think  we  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  be  too  hopeful, 
her  mental  condition  varies  from  good  to  quite  bad, 
the  memory  never  very  good.  After  the  first  of  the  year 
we  shall  get  the  highest  possible  medical  and  psychological 
authority  to  guide  us,  but  I think  we  may  have  to 
reconcile  ourselves  to  the  alow  healing  processes  of 
nature.  Just  to  be  ceratin  that  nothing  Is  lacking  a 
nurse  is  kept  in  the  house  around  the  clock.  This  meane 
three  nurses,  each  working  an  eight-hour  shift.  Even 
with  the  medical  men,  all  of  top  quality,  donating  their 
services,  the  expenses  of  the  household  are  astronomical. 

I mention  this  because  I know  you  must  at  times  have 
wondered  about  It  and  to  assure  you  that  the  costs  are 
being  taken  care  of. 


Katharine  Cornell,  Nancy  Hamilton, 
and  another  friend,  Mrs.  David  Levy  Joined  together  to 
give  Polly  a record-player  for  Christmas  and  a number 
of  records.  It  is  installed  in  Folly's  bedroom  and  we  all 
hope  thet  she  will  find  great  pleasure  in  it,  she  hss 
always  been  so  fond  of  music.  One  of  the  big  problems  is 
to  keep  her  mind  occupied:  Helen  reads  to  her  by  the 
hour,  but  Folly  is  so  built  that  it.  is  very  hard  for 
her  not  to  be  spending  her  days  at  something  she  knows 
to  be  useful.  But  I need  not  tell  you  this. 

>y  sister  Ann  is  with  me  for  the 
holidays;  she  asks  me  to  send  her  warmest  greetings. 

She  has  seldom  enjoyed  anything  more  than  the  time  she 
spent  in  Scotland . 


I hope  the  New  Year  will  bring 
something  to  ease  all  our  hearts. 


Affect ionat  ely , 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  P.y. 
Dec.  23,  1957 


Dear  Lenore, 


I took  Helen  back  to  Arcan  Ridge  last 
Wednesday  Dec.  10.  By  that,  tlnie  all  pathological 
reports  were  In  and  the  tumor  was  known  Jo  be  benign. 
She  lost  on  the  right  foot  the  toe  next  to  the  big 
toe  and  two  thirds  of  the  metatarsal  bone.  There  is 
surprisingly  little  disfigurement  to  the  foot  and 
she  was  able  to  go  home  with  only  a bandage,  not  a 
cast,  and  she  was  walking  quite  well  with  no  support 
except  the  arm  of  the  person  who  was  walking  with  her 
I think  that  within  ten  days  she  will  he  walking 
quite  freely. 

But  this  is  only  the  beginning  of  our 
problem,  a small  offshoot  that  has  been  taken  care  of 
Polly's  sight  is  gone — she  i3  not  atone  blind,  but  I 
think  she  will  never  be  able  to  read  or  write  again. 
Because  of  her  mental  attitude  which  varies  from  good 
to  perfectly  terrible  it  has  been  decided  to  keep  a 
nurse  on  hand  around  the  clock.  Where  it  will  end 
God  knows,  but  a tender  watch  is  being  kept,  money 
has  been  male  available,  and  after  the  first  of  the 
year  we  are  going  to  try  to  get  the  highest  possible 
medical  authority  to  ui  e us  in  what  to  do  about 
Polly. 


I was  all  used  up  by  the  two  and  a half 
weeks  at  the  hospital  and  I still  ache  with  fatigue, 
but.  it  was  a glorious  experience  to  be  there  with 
Helen  and  after  a while  I shall  remember  only  this 
part  of  it. 


All  possible  good  wishes  to  you  and 
Sidney  ^or  the  coming  year. 


Affect ionat ely , 


. e3tport,  Connie*  lcut. 
Dec.  23,  1957 


ear  "?lrs: 


I am  returning  herewith  a signed  and 
dated  copy  of  the  royalty  statement  up  to  Dec. 

31,  1956  on  i'j  1 s s Helen  Keller’s  book  EL  KUK  O DONDE 
VIVO.  Kiss  Keller  agrees  with  your  suggestion  that 
the  amount  be  credited  to  her  account  "ntii  a 
later  date  when  a more  substantial  remittance  can  be 
made. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Nelia  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  seller 


Editorial  Sudnmericana  S.A. 
Buenos  Aires 
Argent ina 
South  America 


Ill  Fifth  ?n.p  Garden  City,  :nw  York 
ec ember  24,  1957 


Pear  hen, 


I nant  to  thank  you  for  Helen  (and 
for  myself)  for  the  lovely  sweat  peas.  ’ elen 
burled  herself  in  their  fragrance,  they  lasted 
wonderfully , nod  wo  both  enjoyed  them  to  the 
end.  1 1 e ' se  tell  arbara,  date,  end  everyone 
else  concerned. 

I took  her  home  loot  ednasbay  Dec.  id. 
By  that  time  all  pathological  reports  were  in 
an''  the  tumor  was  known  to  he  benign.  . ithin  the 
next  ten  days  or  so  1 think  she  will  be  walking 
about  with  her  accustomed  freedom.  *Ihe  reunion 
with  oily  was  very  touching  and  I hope  trey  wli 
not  have  to  be  separated  again.  ■ oily  has  a long, 
way  to  go,  but  the  outlook  is  not  discouraging. 

The  13  days  in  the  hospital  were  for 
•re  a rugged,  exhausting,  glorious  experience. 
After  I have  peeled  off  a few  more  layers  of 
fatigue  I expect  to  be  myself  again— myself  and 
something  more  because  of  what  I nave  lived 
t.h  rough. 


A happy  i.ew  Year  to  you  ail, 


r.  ! en  eCormick 


Ill  • lft h St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  24,  1957 


Dear  ~avla  and  Phillips, 


"o  doubt  some  one  has  told  you 
tnat  I took  Kelan  back  to  Arcan  Ridge  last  Wednesday 
Dec.  18.  By  that  time  all  pathological  reports  were  In 
and  every  test  had  confrimad  that  the  tumor  was  benign. 
Helen  had  only  a light  bandage  on  the  foot  and  was  able 
to  walk  with  the  least  bit  of  support  from  the  arm  of 
the  person  with  whom  she  was  walking.  There  was  a tiny  limp 
but  by  the  first  of  the  year  I think  she  will  be  moving 
around  with  her  accustomed  freedom. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  t^at 
there  is  almost  no  deformity  to  the  foot.  It  was  drawn 
together  very  skilfully  an  within  a short,  time  I think 
she  will  be  able  to  wear  her  ordinary  shoes,  the  on-s  she 
already  owns.  Che  reunion  between  her  i*nd  folly  was 
touching  and  I hope  they  will  never  have  to  be  separated 
again. 


As  for  7 oily , I hardly  know  what 
to  say  and  at  this  point  I think  no  one  does,  including 
the  doctors.  She  was  wonderful  about  letting  Helen  go  to 
the  hospital  with  me,  but  I know  she  suffered  ar::"  I "think 
Helen's  return  has  quietened  her  mind,  but  much  suffering 
remains.  She  cannot  see  to  read  or  write  an1  she  kno’-’S 
that  her  min'  is  crippled.  She  is  wonderfully  brave  about 
It,  but  naturally  has  storms  or  rebellion;  these  I think 
are  ^ecreesing.  After  the  first  of  'hie  year  new  tests 
are  to  be  male  and  ve  intend  to  leave  no  stone  unturned 
to  see  if  there  is  any  medical  or  psychiatric  help  that 
can  be  given.  'We  '.ay  have  to  resign  ourselves  to  the 
slow  healing  process  of  nature,  but.  we  shall  not  until 
we  have  tried  everything  else.  Helen  has  her  heart  set 
on  going  to  you  in  February,  bul  the  course  of  Holly’s 
recovery  will  make  the  final  decision  for  V sr. 

? eien  enjoyed  nothing  t>  at  came 
to  her  in  the  hospital  i ore  than  the  lovely  basket  of  fruit 
you  sent.  It  was  while  she  was  biting  into  a luscious  apple 
that  she  said,  "I  feel  moved  to  send  t]  » family  a telegram," 
"he  box  of  pink  grapefruit  was  waiting  here  wi  an  I came 
home.  No  Texan  needs  to  be  told  that  your  grapefruit  are 
better  than  any  that  come  from  ^1 orl or  California:  we 
haven’t  had  any  so  good  in  years  and  my  husban-  an’  I both 
thank  you  for  them. 


It  wan  a great  privilege  to 
be  with  Helen  in  the  hospital  and  I have  brought  h^me 
emorloa  that  I shall  cherlsl  as  long  as  I live. 


Ill  Fifth  St..,  Garden  City,  New  York,  USA 
December  27,  1957 


Dear  Mrs.  Bower: 


In  answer  to  your  request  of  Dec.  8 
for  further  information  on  the  life  of  Kiss  lielen 
Keller  I am  Rending  you  the  Inclosed  pamphlet 
brought  out  by  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
and  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind.  ror 
a number  o*'  years  she  has  been  Counsellor  to  both 
these  organizations  and  with  the  enormous  amount  of 
work  Involved  she  does  not  have  time  to  make 
personal  response  to  questions  about  herself.  I 
hope  you  will  find  the  pamphlet  useful. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


ella  Brandy  Kenney 
Atf  orney  for  Helen  Keller 


hrs.  Mary  Bower 
5 Budwell  Grove 
i. allfax 
Yorkshire 
Fngland 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
recoin  be  r 28,  1957 


Dear  Elizabeth, 


n 


One  of  the  nicest  things  about  the 
lovely  box  of  short  tread  Is  that  Ann  is  here  t.o 
enjoy  It  with  us — you  were  sc  thoughtful  to  send 

It. 


I took  Helen  into  the  hospital  on 
Dec.  1 and  went  back  with  her  to  Arcan  Ridge  on 
Dec.  18 — a long  3lege  for  us  both,  but  the  operation 
v.as  eminently  successful,  the  tumor  was  benign,  and 
she  is  now  walking  almost  normally.  Her  return  was  the 
be  t medicine  that  Folly  coul*  have  had  and  I hope  the 
two  will  never  have  to  be  separated  again.  Polly  is 
not  improving  as  rapidly  as  we  had  hoped,  but  it.  seems 
to  me  that  she  is  gaining  steadily.  I think  that  even 
the  doctors  at  this  point  cannot  tell  exactly  what  tre^ 
outcome  may  be.  It  is  all  very  sad,  but  sre  is  immensely 
brave  anr1  determined. 

This  year  I never  had  time  so  much  as 
to  buy  a Christmas  card  and  I was  so  tired  when  I + 
back  home  on  the  18th  that  it  is  only  now  that  I am 
beginning  to  feel  rested  again,  ^his  has  not.  been  -in 
easy  year  for  us.  In  addition  to  everything  else,  Kelt- 
lost  his  mother  in  July  She  was  within  six  days  of  rer 
ninetieth  birthday  and  had  been  ill  a long  time;  i‘: 
a release  for  her*,  but  giving  up  one's  mother  is  always 
hard,  e are  going,  to  Virginia  for  a few  days  the  second 
week  in  January  and  shortly  after  that  to  Ohio  to  see 
Keith's  sister.  We  look  forward  to  both  these  events 
and  we  have  every  reason  to  think  that  1958  will  be 
pleasanter  than  1957  and  I mean  this  for  Helen  and  oily 
too,  for  otherwise  it  could  not  be  for  us. 

Ann  in  in  the  city  this  morning  on  a 
shopping  tour;  otherwise  3he  would  be  sending  her 
love  with  mine, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City, 
Deceir- be  r 23,  1957 


New  York 


Dear  Nelson, 


You  were  awfully  good  to  answer  tny  letter  so 
promptly  and  I am  sure  you  are  right  that  it  was  high 
bloody  pressure  and  not  a stroke.  I was  with  folly  for  about 

?dwin*r?nrvr  1reJ-r  fetu£n  from  Japan  and  our  friend  Gen. 
rf^1  cC1  rkT+au  ln  touch  by  telephone  and  otherwise  with 
Gen.  ^ams.  It  has  been  a stupid  rumor  and  I'll  no  wb^t  T 
can  to  scotch  it.  1 


x ave  talked  with  tolly  several  times  since 
I took  rieien  back  home  and  have  been  much  encouraged  Per 
\oice  seemed  normal  and  vigorous,  her  memory  improved  ^he 
is  very  brave  and  d;terfcined  and  she  is  a Scot--in  my* 
experience  they  can  pull  through  practically  anything.  The 
best  medicine  she  could  have  had  was  Helen's  return  and  I 
hope  the  two  will  never  have  to  be  separated  again. 


-or  a long  time  I have  felt  as  you  do  about 
oi±y,  that  some  tangible,  appropriate  tribute  should  be 
paid  to  her.  She  has  a small  group  of  utterly  devoted 
r lends  who  »ould  do  anything  for  her,  but  thus  far  it 
has  not  been  possible  to  gather  enough  steam  to  move  ahead. 
I non  t quite  know  why:  we’ll  talk  about  it.  in  April. 


It  is  very  good  news  that  you  are  at  work  on 
your  article  about  them.  You  have  unique  material  and  I am 
sure  that  your  record  will  give  folly  great  pleasure,  not 
to  speak  of  the  enjoyment  it  will  give  the  rest  of  us. 


Once  more,  my  thanks,  my  good  wishes  for  the 
coming  year,  and  my  affectionate  greetings, 


Garden  City,  Dec.  29,  )?  £ 7 


Darling  Helen, 


I looked  up  "couch  grass"  and  found  that  It  Is, 
as  I thought,  a very  coarse  grass  (somewhat  like  "crab  grass" 
which  infests  our  lawns).  It  pushes  aiong  vigorously,  spreading 
by  underground  stems  or  rhizomes  as  well  as  by  scattering  seeds, 
and  crowds  out  more  desirable  plants.  No  one  likes  it  and  It  is 
sometimes  called  "witch  grass." 

I also  looked  up  hornless  cattle.  rrobably  the 
best  known  breed  in  this  country  is  the  Aberdeen  Angus  / meat 
black  animRls  with  heavy  bodies,  not.  much  good  for  milking  but 
they  furnish  some  of  the  finest  beef  In  the  world. 

In  a book  called  GODS,  GRAVES,  AND  SCHOLARS  by 
C.W.  Ceram,  published  in  1951,  I found  two  exciting  chapters 
about  Heinrich  Schllemann's  excavations  at  Troy  and  Mycenae. 

If  the  hook  Is  in  Braille  I think  you  would  enjoy  looking  at 
it;  if  not  I'll  have  some  of  it  transcribed  for  you.  Vhat 
Schllemann  did  which  led  to  his  wonderful  successes  was  to  put 
his  faith  In  Homer  on  Troy  and  Pausanlas  on  Mycenae,  Ignoring 
the  archaeloglcal  theories  of  his  time.  The  "tomb  of  Agamemnon, " 
is  in  the  royal  palace  at  Mycenae;  it  may  not  be  his  authentic 
tomb,  but,  is  certainly  the  tomb  of  an  ancient  king. 

I have  ordered  your  book  on  biology,  but  since 
I find  no  record  of  its  having  been  published  in  this  country 
I may  not  be  able  to  get  it.  If  not,  I'll  get  another.  I've  got 
to  try  to  keep  up  with  you  somehow. 

henore  called  last  night  to  ask  about  you  and  Polly; 
she  will  be  telephoning  Polly  herself  some  time  soon.  I had  a 
letter  from  Nelson  Neff  wanting  to  know  about  the  two  of  you.  He 
will  be  in  New  York  the  latter  part  of  April  and  I hope  we  can 
all  see  him  then.  Polly's  voice  when  I have  talked  with  her 
recently  has  seemed  to  me  quite  normal  and  her  memory  much,  much 
better.  I hope  you  are  finding  increasing  improvement.  The  one 
thing  I am  sure  of  is  that  you  yourself  are  the  best  medicine  she 
could  have.  It  looks  now  as  if  Keith  and  I shall  go  to  Charlottes- 
ville, Virginia,  for  a few  days  in  January  around  the  9th.  Keith 
will  be  on  business,  I on  a little  vacation.  I hope  to  see  you 
before  we  leave.  Ann  is  hideously  disappointed  not  to  have  got 
to  Arcan  Ridge,  but  her  time  here  has  been  so  short  and  crowded 
that  we  have  not  been  able  to  manage  it.  I haven't  been  anywhere 
since  I came  back  from  the  hospital. 

In  a book  on  American  Painting  which  I have  been 
rending  I ran  across  thin  sentence  from  John  Sloan  (I  think  you 
ave  met  him  with  Van  Vyck):  "A  good  picture  should  tell  you 
some  of  the  things  a blind  man  knows  about  the  world."  I think  this 
is  very  true,  especially  since  you  have  taught  me  how  deeply  a 
blind  man  sees  into  the  heart  of  things. 

elth  and  Ann  Join  in  sending  love  and  love  and 
love  and  love  to  you  and  our  lolly, 


Nella 


ft  > B 


111  Fifth  3t.,  Ga  -"den  City. 
January  L t 1953 


New  York 


Dear  Dr.  'vatson: 


, 0,  „ .„n  . Li  is  wUh  d««*P  regret  that  kiss 

re  eiler  “as  asKed  me  to  Inform  you  that  s o 
feo-s  s e must  decline  the  honor  which  you  propose 

dAv^tnter  'Jron  hsr-  As  you  perhaps  know,  her 
dented  companion  of  the  last  forty-three  veers 
l;-3  oily  'or. son,  la  gravely  ligand  in  this 
crisis  Isa  -el  er  Is  giving  all  her  tine  and 
,nergy  in  moving  attendance  to  speed  ^riend’E 
recovery,  she  is  sure  that  you  will  un -err. tend 
r,1.'  +v,' ,f?r  -r"‘  !S^1  indicates  no  lack  of  a.  preci'- 1 ion 
t-  e value  o the  Dedal  of  Distinction  arid  3he' 
sends  her  grateful  thanks  to  you  and  to  all 
members  or  t1  e New  York  Southern  Society. 


ith  all  ood  wish  an,  I am 


1 ery  sincerely  yours, 


Nella.  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  .©Her 


. r.  Eurl  V. at  son 
resident,  h.Y.  southern  Society 
The  Plaza  Hotel 
5th  Avo.  at  59th  St. 

New  York  19 
N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y.,  USA 
Jan.  A,  1958 


Dear  Isabel  and  Bert, 


I spent  yesterday  at  Arcan  Bidge 
and  came  away  much  encouraged.  By  this  time  you  no  doubt 
know  that  Polly  has  written  a letter  to  Margaret;  she  Is 
at  work  on  one  to  you.  This  represents  a great  advance, 
for  ter  early  efforts  were  Indecipherable  scrawls,  and  I 
am  sure  that  It  means  that  her  eyes  are  better.  Very 
careful  tests  will  be  made  on  them  this  week  and  saw  further 
studies  will  be  made  by  a neurologist.  I shall  not  know 
the  results  until  the  end  of  next  week,  for  on  Monday 
I am  going  with  Keith  to  Virginia  for  three  or  four  days. 

Folly's  memory  is  still  very  faulty 
and  she  chafes  against  the  "black  wall  between  her  >~nd 
the  rest  of  the  world,  but  the  nurse  who  is  with  her  now 
Is  very  ^'ood  at  smoothing  out  the  attacks  of  melancholy, 
helen  feels  very  strongly  that  she  Is  Improving  end  this 
Ives  Polly  a bulwark  to  lean  against.  As  for  Helen 
herself,  her  foot  is  coming  along  nicely,  but  it  is 
still  bandaged  and  she  cannot  yet  wear  a shoe,  which 
a, •'ans  that  she  cannot  yet  go  out  of  doors,  bul  she  is 
moving  freely  about  the  house  alone  and  says  that  she 
rarely  feels  any  discomfort.  She  Is  busy  writing 
Christmas  notes  and  reading  to  Polly,  keeps  herself  at 
Polly's  service  all  the  time. 

Visitors  are  st ill  held  to  a 
minimum;  it  Is  good  for  Folly  to  see  old  friends  with 
v;  om  she  Is  relaxed,  but  she  makes  too  much  effort  with 
t e other  kind.  The  house  has  been  too  full  of  people. 

he  [.resent  cook  had  to  mo^e  her  whole  family  In  with  uer, 
husband,  son,  and  mother-in-law,  add  the  nurses  and 
a voian-by - the-day  who  comes  In  twice  a week,  and  you  al  .-os 
Hve  a mob,  but  efforts  are  under  way  to  get  a couple 
a-  1 t Is  will  relieve  the  congestion.  The  night  nurse 
has  teen  dismissed  since  there  Is  nothing  for  he'  to  do. 

I think  that  everything  is  going 
as  well  as  we  could  hope  and  that  we  may  soon  be  able  to 
raise  our  hopes. 


Af fectlonat  ely , 


January  5,  195^ 


eareat  'Nancy, 


“ Helen's  trustee.  the m-tn't  T?  ?I  Klt  resigning 
appointed  arbiter  of  helen'q  J^  ^1^y,Adatn8  is  the  self- 
la  following  exactly  th  c„  “o  I 8(Je"ll"J  anaTT 
reins  in  his  hands  and  pallonina  AfJK  0thera»  taking  the 
consulting  them  or  anybody  else®  d°?!?  J’ho  road  without 
have  lasted  this  longi?  Pollv  Kj V 3an  7 last*  didn't 
he  is  likely  to  be  ? bad  been  her  normal  self 

intends  to  take  ove^  fhe  °Vh?  ^ B and  AFOB, 

which  seems  to  be  imminent  If  heKeK*  rfr*  Ziegler's  death 
autocratic  nollcv  he  is  VolnJ  to  f ind'  hi °n  ?ith  hls  headstrong, 
the  outer  circle  with  Kf  KW  RobVi ♦ rSlegat  ed  to 
nd  will  feel  terribly  ag*rlfved  w®  Ba™«tt,  and  Amelia 
done  for  them  and  how  liftle  thf«beCaUSe«°f  ail  he  has 
can  remain  friends  insofar  -iq  thi  appreciate  it..  I hope  we 
Of  us  With  the  llkei  o?  him  K?18  ls  poasible  for  the  likes 

take  the  Painf  to  Ken  heieA  ££  “SiTw  is  villin6  to 
consult,  with  them  hafnrc  v n informed  and  to 

going  to  v ve  a showdown  and^’thSughKe  doKnVk  1 1 &re 
heavy  artillery  is  on  mv  side  *1  ? 1 know  it,  the 

to  be  dictators.  y ‘ 1 * ha  triJstees  were  never  Intended 

iuPS15ij 

^ss-isS*  SSS 

block— she  is  not  Aolnir  ifjK  6 1 L to  be  our  Btxumblihg 

S:;!“ 

to  Evelyn  tomorrow  morning  rnt  I'll  Li'k!  ’'  talk 

as  we  get  back  from  Virginia?  ^ y0U  “s  BO°n 

Ovarian  cyst.  K?  T*™ 

Kuch^ratfcer  '-11  week. 


Love  always, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  lew  York. 
January  11,  1958 


hear  Mr.  Brings: 


Miss  Helen  seller  has  asked  me  to 
reply  to  your  letter  of  January  3 asking  her  for  a 
statement,  to  Include  in  your  book  THE  HO  ■ EF.  OF 

AYEF.  Because  of  the  illness  of  her  devoted  companion 
of  the  last  forty-four  years  Kiss  teller  has  laid 
aside  everything  exce-  t the  essentials  ot  her  work 
for  the  blind  and  the  deaf-blind  to  give  loving 
attendance  to  her  friend.  She  regrets  that  she  has 
no  time  to  write  a statement  for  you. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


iNella  Bra  Idy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  L.M.  Brings 
T.S.  Denison  & Co. 
309-321  Fifth  Ave.  South 
Minneapolis  15 
Minn. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y.,  USA 
January  11,  1958 


Dear  hargaret, 


Everything  you  mentioned  In  your 
letter  has  arrived  and  by  this  time  reimbursement 
is  on  Its  way  to  you  for  the  dressing  gown.  Polly 
would  not  for  anything  have  it  otherwise  and  all 
the  rest  of  us  want  things  to  go  on  as  before. 

It  was  sweet  of  you  to  include 
me.  Mrs.  Selde  mailed  the  shortbread  to  Garden 
City  and  I shall  pick  up  the  honey  the  next  time 
I go  to  Arcan  Ridge  which  will  be  as  soon  as  the 
roads  are  clear.  A heavy  snowstorm  earlier  this 
week  has  made  travelling  difficult.  Polly  had  to 
postpone  one  of  her  anpointraents  to  see  a 
doctor  in  New  $ork,  but  fortunately  she  had 
already  kept  one  with  the  celebrated  ophthal- 
mologist Dr.  Conrad  Eerens.  I have  Just  written 
Bert  and  Isabel  about  the  encouraging  report 
ha  gave.  There  is  more  residual  vision  than  he 
had  thought  and  with  the  help  of  excerclses  to 
reeducate  some  of  the  muscles  he  believes  that 
she  will  regain  quite  a bit  of  sight.  I felt 
myself  the  last  time  I saw  her  that  her  eyes 
were  improving. 

You  must  not  worry  about  finances 
at  Arcan  Ridge.  Everything  Is  being  taken  care  of 
and  if  more  money  is  needed  I am  sure  that  a 
way  will  be  found  to  get  it. 

>»lth  many  thanks  for  the  short- 
bread and  honey  and  with  all  the  good  wishes 
t’  ere  are  for  1958,  I am 

Ever  affectionately  yours, 


January  11,  963 


Dear  Marlon, 

It  was  nice  to  hear  from  you.  I an  especially  glad 
to  have  the  picture  of  you  and  Helen,  but  It  makes 
ne  sad  to  look  at  Helen,  but  It  Is  a comfort  to  know 
that  she  has  had  such  loving  care  ever  since  her 
illness  began--the  same  kind  of  tenderness  that  she 
has  had  all  her  life.  I am  sorry  that  you  had  to 
leave . 

I enjoyed  your  little  story  pnd  I can  easily  see 

why  children  love  it.  At  the  time  I spoke  to 
you  I had  a friend  who  wa3  the  head  of  the 
children's  department  in  one  of  the  major  publishing 
houses.  3he  has  since  retired  and  I have  no  personal 
contact  with  anyone  in  such  a position.  The  thing 
to  do  is  to  send  your  manuscript  to  one  of  the 
publishers  with  a children's  department.  If  you 
have  a book  store  handy  look  over  the  children's 
books,  take  down  the  names  of  the  publisher,  then 
look  in  the  telephone  book  for  the  address.  The 
only  address  that  I can  give  you  is  Doubleday  * Co., 
227  Park  4ve.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10017.  Good  luck  to 
you! 

Our  outside  temperature  this  morning  is  exactly  zero; 
it  seems  rather  like  a heat  wave  after  what  we  have 
been  through  the  last  three  days.  20  degrees  below 
zero  is  COLD! 


Many  thanks  again  and  all  good  wishes, 
Sincerely, 

P.3.  On  second  thoughts  I am  returning  your 
manusoript.  I don't  know  any  children  of  the 
proper  age  for  it  and  I am  sure  you  do. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  11,  1958 


Dear  Isabel  and  Bert., 


You  will  be  happy  to  know  that  the 
tests  on  Polly's  eyes  were  very  encouraging.  She  will 
have  to  re-educate  certain  mu scles--exercises  have  been 
prescribed  for  this  and  while  of  course  they  will  be 
tedious,  knowing  Folly,  I know  she  will  stick  to  them. 
Everything  was  carefully  explained  to  the  nurse  who 
accompanied  her  to  Dr.  Borens'  office  and  the  nurse  will 
help  her  in  the  daily  practice.  Further  tests  will  be 
made  before  long  by  another  doctor;  they  were  scheduled 
for  this  week,  but  a heavy  snowstorm  has  blocked  traffic 
and  anyway  there  is  no  great  rush  about  them. 

I haven't  seen  Polly  since  our 
return  ■from  Virginia,  but  I have  talked  with  her  over 
the  telephone.  The  visit  to  Dr.  Berens  gave  her  a great 
lift  and  she  sounded  well  and  was  much  less  depressed 
than  she  has  been  the  last  fe\v  weeks.  She  still  has  a 
long  way  to  go,  but  hope  lies  ahead. 

Lillian  and  her  family  moved  out  a 
’ay  or  so  ago.  A couple  was  expected  yesterday  and  while 
t ey  may  have  been  delayed  because  of  the  snow,  it  will  be 
for  only  a little  while.  When  they  are  installed  there  will 
be  two  less  people  In  the  house  and  this  will  make  it 
easier  for  everybody.  Up  to  now  it  has  been  very  crowded. 

I rather  think  that  from  now  on  the 
most  important  factor  in  Polly's  recovery  will  be  bar 
own  morale.  It  is  good  at  the  moment  and  we  are  all 
trying  our  best  to  keep  it-  that  way. 


Affectionately , 


Ill  Fifth  St . , Gar  on  City,  Few  York 
Jan.  14,  1958 


Dear  Eill, 


khen  I go  Into  the  alienees  it  Ip.  not  through 
lacz  of  int orest,  but  simply  been  iso  I am  too  mired  up 
to  do  anything  else.  Ye  had  a breather  In  Virginia  last 
week,  but  oily  Is  now  In  a slump  which  disturbs  me  very 
much,  t! e household  is  un’ergoing  reorganization,  and 
peripheral  disasters  continue  to  ha:  pen.  I arr:  hoping  to 
keep  an  appointment  In  New  York  with  ny  den'-  lot  on 
rhursday--ahould  have  kept  it  the  first  week  In  November. 

If  the  roads  are  reasonably  clear  I shall  probably  go  to 
Arcan  Ri ’ge  on  Friday. 

It  was  very  thoughtful  of  you  to  offer  me 
tickets  for  the  first  night,  'wo  reasons  for  No  thank  you. 
C'lrct.  nine  o'clock  has  become  a rather  late  hour  for  me 
to  stay  up.  Second,  I have  a strong  allergy  to  first,  nigh's 
when  a friend  la  involved  and  I care  deeply  about  t're  out- 
come. Could  I instead  have  two  tickets  for  the  V'ednesday 
matinee  Jan.  22  or  the  next  one  Jan.  29?  How  long,  will  you 
and  N.argaret  be  around  New  York?  I hope  1 o see  you  both  before 
you  depart  for  Stockbridge,  Hollywood,  or  wi  sf ever  it  is  you 
are  going. 


I look  forward  to  the  reviews  on  Friday  with 
eagerness,  confience,  and  affection, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  ^ev?  York 
Jan.  15,  1953 


'ear  Margaret., 


I am  always  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  I 
am  pleased  to  know  that  the  cheque  for  the  dressing  gown 
has  reached  you. 

Folly  was  very  touched  by  your  offer  to 
come  to  her,  but  now  is  not  the  time.  ror  one  thing,  it 
would  trouble  her  not  to  be  able  to  look  after  you  as 
a hostess  should  and  Polly,  as  I need  not  tell  you,  is 
a superb  hostess.  More  important,  your  arrival  might  give 
her  cause  for  alarm  about  her  condition,  "his  varies  so 
much  that  I now  my  letters  to  you  and  Bert  must  be  very 
confusing,  but  I feel  that  you  are  entitled  to  the  truth 
as  it  reveals  itself.  She  had  a relapse  1-  st.  Sunday.  The 
varicose  veins  (an  old  trouble)  were  acting  up,  the  left 
log  sore  to  the  touch,  and  the  doctor  has  ordered  her  to 
stay  in  bed  for  the  next  two  weeks,  e says  that,  this 
is  not  serious,  that  we  must  expect  this  kind  of  thing  from 
time  to  time,  but  it  is  very  hard  on  Polly.  Her  theme 
song  Is  "How  long,  oh  Lord,  how  long'.",  but  she  is  very  brave 
about  it.  I intend  to  go  to  Arcan  Ridge  day  after 
tomorrow,  but  the  icy  roads  may  keep  me  at  home.  Kven 
so,  I am  in  touch  with  the  house  e ery  day,  either  directly 
or  through  someone  else.  I am  very  hopeful,  but  I do 
feel  that  we  must  he  prepared  for  anything.  To  be  happy 
oily  must  feel  that  she  is  useful;  sne  still  is  because 
she  can  still  spell  to  Helen,  but  there  are  times  when  she 
doubts  it. 


Hhe  has  been  resting  quietly  since  the 
varicose  flare-up  and  when  I t Iked  with  her  yesterday 
afternoon  she  was  in  better  spirits  than  I had  hoped. 
I'll  write  again  after  I have  seen  her  and  whether  I 
send  the  letter  to  yon  ar  Eert,  it  is  meant  for  both  of 
you . 


Affectionately  always, 


Ill  • lfth  St.,  Garden  City,  ew  York 

January  13,  1958 


Dear  Isabel  and  Bert, 


Tbe  report  t.blR  time  1?  not  so 
good,  but  1 feel  i hat  whatever  It  1",  you  have  a right 
to  now  always. 


On  or  p.  round  Jan.  10  tl  - varicose 
veins  1 r lolly’s  legs  began  giving  her  r peels  1 trouble. 

The  left  leg  became  badly  swollen  and  feverish  sr.d  on 
Sunday  tne  doctor  ordered  her  to  stay  in  bed  for  a couple 
of  weeks.  He  gave  her  eric ill  in  end  began  the  use  of 
one  of  the  news  drugs  er.d  by  the  time  I saw  her  yesterday 
the  fever  and  swelling  were  gone  and  it  seev.ed  i 1 rely 
that  sne  would  bn  back  on  her  feet  again  early  t • i* 
com  ing  week.  '"hie  er  isofle  with  its  rain,  di  scorn  f'ort. , end 
confinement  ves  a hpavy  blow  to  hen  spirit  and  1 t ought 
she  looked  frailer  then  I have  seen  her.  However,  o e 
is  rallying,  t e hur°e  seys  she  has  made  great,  stri  es, 
an'  v • er  I telephoned  her  this  morning  she  see  ed  ro  sorbly 
cheerful . 

* ■eantime  I have  talked  with.  Pr.  Borens 
•.y self  about  oily’s  eyes.  Permanent  damage  has  tw*n  Jone 
• o the  eriheral* vision  and  it  ir  uncertain  how  much  of 
the  r^st  of  her  vi'  ion  she  will  recover — in  any  event  not 
11  of  It,  but  erhars  enough  to  be  useful,  elen  an  the 
rurse  both  rend  -o  ver,  bu  + ^olly  1 r-  accustomed  to  olng 
things  for  1 erself  and  it.  it  hard  for  her.  elen  pi’  es 
her  strength  and  st  has  a devoted  and  attentive  grouo 
of  friends  around  her. 

Helen  had  on  "op-ii'nr  s'-oes 
yesterday  and  was  walking  normally,  says  the  foot  in 
without  pain  except-  ^orv  occasionally . She  is  troubled, 
of  course,  as  we  all  are,  but  she  in  sturdy,  busy,  tv’ 
utterly  devoted  to  olLy. 

I know  that  my/  letters  must  sometimes 
be  very  confusing  ‘o  you,  but  the  situation  it ae'f  is 
confusing,  ve ruing  es  it  does  ■f'rom  day  to  day,  md  ’-'it:  ou4 
anyone  (doctors  included)  lining  ! bio  * o chart  the  f”  re 
for  us.  he  new  counie  ore  due  *o  arrivo  on  l onday  and 
after  they  are  well  settled  in  I bore  to  go  back  to 
Arcan  Pldge  for  a iono-er  visit  t -"an  any  I have  hod 
recently . 


It  Is  my  fervent  hope  th  1 before 
long  I shall  br  ebl  M to  send  you  better  news.  In  spy  °vent 
I srall  send  you  v1  at  t ere  Is. 


f roc  t ion-  e.ly  , 


ill  Fifth  3 1 . , Gar 'en  City,  .New  York 
January  13,  1953 


'oar  Tlizabeth, 

fhe  address  in  Mr,  and  Mtb.  Charles 
rich,  Q .F . \ ’•'export,  Connecticut.  'rs.  list'  8 
or  .a  is  a r 1 ’in . 

I «m  ro  d r.t  roBP.od  a.  bod  tr.drew’  • 
eet-bacF  ant  ».y  newn  f r*F,  t la  1 > o‘  • be  water 
is  not  vary  no  5 eit  nor.  o.My'p  v^rlnose  veins 
which  have  barn  giv  ing;  her  t rrub'  e f ir  so  .'vr- 
yafrs  B'.’  " t ?n L y be.-  •:  acting  ut  In  the  ' eft  i eg  last 
5u  y f ■ ■ d ell! ng , he  ioctor  < fiered  r 

to  n4  ay  In  bod  vitr  tor  l ap  ol  ed  V.,-;-n 

treating  hoi  with  net  kind  of  irug  vblol  : - 

be  bringing  ror.-’lt  a,  -ince  both  v n .fever  md  th-: 
a veiling  have  di  nap  pea  red  and  “oily  .way  be  able  to 
walk  prom1  a lit  t lr  r.evt  ' -*<*'■.  - ' rt  •'>on:  ! he  rain 

an  discomfort  , inis  has  been  a severe  blow  to 
her  spirit  a . - w - mo  t Siscoura ge  1 who 

• e“  y-sterdey,  less  so  when  I talked  with  her 

tbi-  morning,  but  j t is  -t  V.  eJ  going.  4o  bo  a weary 

nil  'or  her  for  n long  time  and  I ti  ink  we  ri?i  be 

r^-ircr*  ^*0^  faviv  t?*}  Tip 

1 can't  4 ell  you  how  I have  missed 
he-  and  oily  4 hi-  winter.  Cf  course  I ,.uve  • eer. 

• nr,  but  ■ e haven't  been  able  to  <~o  on  any  little 
jv;r;tp  together.  We  used  4o  see  cevc-.r.  or  eight  n.*:  1 in-res 

’"ing  the  winter.  r here  will  be  none  this  year  for  tie 
4 r of  :-r,  t ogethe-  f hough  1 vo  of  cr  close  friends 

• re  having  'Ir.vs:  vi’Upjt  Gibson  whose  1 ,o  ' 0“  1 .1“  •••  v 

0 or  ed  on  '•  hursdey  night  to  rave  reviews  ?•  n ' pt,  ri::-- 
Cornell  will  con  '•  ••  ter  in  a rlay  of  Christopher  try's. 

1 ej.cept  to  as"  both  - arfor-nanees , but  it  won't  bn  * 
sc  1 e without  Pei en  an1  Polly. 

Our  weather  is  very  cold  now,  si  lev;.-  i.cs 
silyrery,  but  January  is  nearly  half  gone  and  on r 
1 1 ought  n are  t urntr.g  t o N°w  •rmrarire.  1 he  se-d  v:  "■  lo  v 
lave  come  md  wo  nr~  r ■ *cing  out  our-  orders  for  the 

s r i n g . 

I rope  very  mneir  that  this  fin's 
Andrew  grow  1 ly  improved.  Wh  i snxt  et  i*e  we  re  i : 
ll'-lng  i ’ ro  'gh  \ 


V ' O'  e , 


Ill  ' l^th  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  18,  l^Sl 


oar  Ravi  a an  ft  hilllps, 


I think  no  one  has  yet  told 
you  about  Polly' a set-back  list  week-end.  As  you  enow 
she  has  for  ye"  ra  had  t ro  itue  with  1 * * ’"ico  o veins  In 
her  leg.  last  v-lday  (Jen.  10)  the  left  leg  began  to 
swell  ai:  i become  feverish  and  on  Sunday  tie  doctor 
ordered  ho:'  to  stay  in  bed  for  two  weeks.  In.  edaition  +o 
t Is  late  t at  afternoon  she  had  sonething  like  a 

f inting  a *11.  I ant  ■ aaa  hap  and  Kalan  ra sterday. 
Polly  h.:.: s rallied  an-4  the  new  drugs  t hr  t the  doctor  used 
have  brought  4ow,  the  swelling,  in  4 *ha  log  end  ‘he  fever 
in  iv  is  gone,  but  t’r  e W ole  episode  with  it  s pain, 
discomfort , end  confinement  hae  been  an  awful  blow  to 
her  - irit,  '-h  - ic  very  discouraged,  hut  still  trying  to 
he  brave  shout  it.  > eien  ef,id  she  hardly  knew  hov-  to 

rite  you  about  It  and  I tclJ  her  that  I would  flo  if  . 

oily  r-ads  or  has  read  to  her  all  the  lette*"’  that  *o 
out  and  nil  t at  cone  in  and  it  is  not  good  for  ver  4 * * o 

revd  over  ■ 11  over  n a in  about  her  own  rouble?  • 

'ihey  had  been  looking  forward 
to  vi  :itlng  yen  in  Pallas,  -oroe  months  back  one  of  t-e 
doctors  encou paged  them  to  think  that  they  might  be 
able  to  make  the  trio  i n Februa  ry , but  trey  both 
recognise  now  that  all  thought  of  going  anywh  ra  mu 
be  postponed  for  an  indefinite  length  or  time,  -'oily 
had  seemed  to  be  v eking  quite  goon  progress  wit!  her 
eyes  b fore  this  unset  and  w9  hope  she  has  not  loct 

of  • t • • ined,  I faa  > ‘ i futu r • for  b er 

is  very  uncertain,  that  ve  hU-'t  he  ■’ e ared  or  inyihlng 
i no  i ho  ing  tot  he  beet.  T1  ioet  wonder!  ■ : L*| 
li  - she  is  able  to  apell  to  Helea—ie  even  > 
life-line  of  co  muni  ation  for  her.  slen  is,  ' af»» 

perfectly  magnificent.  ? o c wearing  ordinary  walking 
S'  o e s when  I was  t.  - ere,  roving  about  normally,  and  rai.- 
It  woe  only  very  occasionally  t at  the  foot  gave  her  t'-o 
alight •’’st  pair. 

I think  all  our  letter?  to  the 

} oo set  old  should  ha  c'  eer^jl  «rd  I do  si  ill  fee*  thr  t 

ve  have  person  to  hope,  not  for  full  reco  ary  for  oily 

t n t lo  out  of  the  quest  ion- -hut  for  recovery  to  t o 

oln4  V-  ere  s e can  again  feel  t at  she  is  a useful  human 

being. 

I wish  very  much  thrt  1 had 

better  news  to  send,  but  I :now  that  you  wart  t n t r 1 1 h 

insofar  a s wo  a*-®  able  to  Judge  It, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  13,  1953 


r'ear  Evelyn, 


I an;  inclosing  a carbon  of  m.y  reply  to  Miss 
Filler.  The  lot  ter  goes  out  this  morning  air-mail.  I am 
not  sire  that,  t.p  two  form  letters  need  a >"eply--I ' 11 
take  another  look  at  their,  on  Monday. 

I came  away  ■‘"rom  Arcan  "'1 ’ge  yesterday  very 
muc!  troubled  about  the  unremitting  burden  you  are 
carrying  nr  the  microscopic  help  the  rest  of  is  can  give 
you.  I feel  t'.  1 t the  time  has  come  when  you  must  think  of 
yourself  and  Bill  too,  ror  ell  this  has  been  very  hard  on 
him.  I am  sorry  you  are  not  getting  away  this  week-end  and 
hope  you  can  make  up  for  it  very  soon.  I fo’nd  t>  e week  in 
Virginia  most  refreshing.  The  only  place  where  I can  see 
that  I might  be  useful  Is  in  taking  care  of  the  correspondence, 
all  except  the  routine  AFB  ani  AFOB  letters.  : rs.  Filler 
would  have  the  doctors'  telephone  numbers  and  could  take 
care  o°  t;  © ap-  ointments  when  the  time  comes  and  if  you  can 
thlnx  anything  that  any  o^  us  can  do,  you  must  let  us 
know,  he'd  all  be  in  a very  hot  kettle  of  soup  indeed  if 
you  let  yourself  pet  exhausted. 

Affectionately  always, 


1 

A 


/ 

I 


• / l 


' \ 


r 


Ill  Fifth  St . , Garden  City,  Nev  York 
January  13,  1958 


Dear  iven, 


I was  very  happy  to  have  the  good  news 
about  the  ort  iguose  rights  to  TEACHEB  to  take 
with  :ne  to  Arcan  Fldge  yest erday  — along  with 
the  wonderful  reviews  of  Bill  Gibson's  play. 

e en  is  wearing  her  ordinary  shoos 
and  walking  normally , oily  continues  to  make 
progress,  hut  the  road  ahead  Is  long  and 
weary  , I know  t r ey  would  be  glr  +o  roar  ron. 
you  from  t l*i;e  *o  tlcie. 

All  goo’  wl sh ea  for  this  year  and 
every  y^r.  r. 


Ill  1 til  t., 
■ nn.  2*,  1 56 


■b  dot)  Lty,  ew  York 


ear  arbar-a,  <’t 

* ank  , ju  for  the  snippets  about 
f ■ J1  • I a oil  be  la  < to  rave  Lee 
wl-h  me  when  I go  to  . . 

eloa  nos  had  a nusnoer  of  lectors  a out  the 
^-ooic,  jut  : nave  3ecn  netting  in  p l it  aaoj« 
it  . jn.il  row)  except  the  rerler  in  the  ' imon ; 
tiice  toe  solos  a e 'rati  . in*  . :ji:e  that  it 
ia  r'  \n,  forward  by  r/ord  o;  jouth’a  id  L tnink 
thlc  #111  coulnu  or  ® loop  tune. 

hinge  are  iiiprovlng  somewhat*  Helen 
e . ie  eiek-liet  and  l eiah  i 

could  nay  aa  mush  for  folly.  [ have  not.  been  able 
to  see  eaj  Of  ag f friends  except  these  intimately 
concerned  sit*  th  ia  p Hunt  ion,  b«1  f did  spend 
*>*?'■'  in  r -Inia  \rr. ) eh  L "ound  very  refreahine*. 


f tope  you  a - e feeling  cuc'n  etier 
at]  I a till  ' .ope  V t we  maj  'eve  an  ooDoranity 
- ' .i  . i ■■  in  e ■ • 


Ill  ^lfth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  29,  1958 


Dear  Ken: 


This  Is  to  assign  to  Doobleday  & Co.  Inc.  on 
a 90-10  basis  the  reprint  rights  to  my  article  "Three 
Days  to  See"  which  first  appeared  in  he  _A t lant  1c. 
monthly  In  January,  1933. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Helen  Keller 

By  Nella  Braddy  Henney , Attorney 


Mr.  r' en  McCormick 
Doubleday  !c  Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22,  N.Y. 


\ 

* 

111  1 ifth  St.,  Garden  City,  i\,evj  York 
Japnary  29,  19  ?0 


Dear  l 1st?  Gol  blatt: 


Kiss  Helen  Keller  has  asked 
xe  to  reply  i o your  letter  of  January  20.  Her 
cotrirarlon  of  *ho  >:rt  forty-four  years,  its  oil 
?hoT  son,  ir  gravely  ill  -nr"  for  tie  timr  being 
."Iff*  . t il  or  in  no-  taking  any  social  or  bu Alness 
enrrgo’-onts . If.ree  treat  1 air  information  as 
confidential:  v e are  most  anxious  to  keep  it  from 
th<-  r.ress  because  of  + v o heavy  flood  of  letters 
t.?t  >*o”  Id  foliov  its  utilisation.  Is  oiler  is 
of  course  deeply  Irt er sated  in  your  vork  for 
the  blind  - nd  she  sends  ’■  ?r  v arm  os 4 f.oo'-1  •••:1s  has 
for  its  continuing  success. 


Very  sincere  ;y  yours, 


oil  a irsddy  Henney 
-t  ornoy  for  olen  Keller 


.ins  Chariot  to  r.  Gold  blatt 

Charlouis 

roavooJ  7 one 

St  ^T^ord 

Conoco t lent 


1.1  'If41-  Garden  CitVt  ev  vor 

January  29 , IS 5 3 


Por.r  Is  enr.ln^ton: 


I ho  e y o i vlli 

fin  t o Inc . Ooed  :.aa^r lot  about  . x.  r, 
; plen  .'.el  Ler  useful  in  t;  o .or  a you 
.if  for  you  1 ..  . 


v lshs.8 , 1 o. 


^ . i . . i x oo 


mincer 3lj  jour:. , 

, r . . . 


1 “ at  lennlngton 

j o 1 5 ort  ^ulton  it. 
n u 1 an  1 c_  f Ckl  a horn  a 


r 


Ill  ~ifth  3 1 . , Garoen  City,  New  York 
January  31,  1958 


Dear  Ken, 

In  addition  to  HELEN  KELLER  by  J.W.  nnd  Anne 
Tibbie,  published  by  A.  & C.  Black  In  their  Lives  to 
Remember  series  another  of  these  unauthorized  English 
books  about  Helen  has  turned  up  in  THE  TRUE  BOOK  ABOUT 
HELEN  KELLER  by  Eileen  Bigland  in  Frederick  Muller’ s 
True  Books  series.  There  1b  nothing  we  can  do  about  them 
(I  had  to  let  the  chance  slip  to  make  a strong  protest 
to  Black),  but  I am  wondering  about  the  merits  of  a 
teen-age  book  on  Helen  published  by  Doubleday.  This  is 
what  Van  Wyck  Brooks  tried  to  do  for  Random  House  and 
failed  at  (his  book  as  you  remember  was  published  by 
Dutton  as  a book  for  adults).  I feel  that  there  is  a 
place  for  such  a book,  but  I have  no  suggestions  as  to 
who  might  write  it.  Even  if  I felt  myself  capable,  I 
couldn’t  do  it,  but  you  might  talk  with  Peggy  if  you 
feel  it  worth  while.  I would  not  consent  to  anything 
unless  I had  final  approval  of  the  manuscript,  lome  day 
I think  I should  like  to  write  something  about  Polly's 
forty-odd  years  with  Helen,  but  that  is  in  the  future. 

All  good  wishes, 


V r . ft e n M cCormick 
Doubleday  & Co„ 
575  Madison  Ave. 
New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Hill:  The  inclose'-  book  is 
yours.  I’d  love  to  see  Miss 
Eancroft  any  li?re  (subject 
to  a call  from  Arcan  ^idge) 
either  out  here  or  in  N.Y. 

arvard  Cl”b  maybe?  Outlook 
for  patient  at  Vestport  very 
discouraging,  but  ve  are 
pinning  our  hopes  to  Dr. 

Rusk’s  visit  on  Saturday.  Alas, 
as  Helen  vould  say  and  does 
say  . 


Jan.  31,  19  58 


^ klfth  St.,  Ga rden  City,  Nev  York 
Feb.  2,  19  53 


Dear  Lenore, 

I even' t written  you  because  until  y sterHay  t e 
news  was  so  bad  taut  I hadn't  the  heart  for  it.  That  set-hack 
of  J < i ri . 1 d.  I ocx  j lot  out  of  i oily . It  was  followed  by  great 
dizziness  which  maPe  walking  difficult— sh  fell  three  tim  a 
in  spite  of  the  watchfulness  of  the  nurses,  er  mind  was  less 
clear  and  her  spirit  -.-as  broken.  I was  uc  there  last  vl0neay 
and  Tuesday  and  I lldn’t  like  what  I saw,  such  a sick  Took 
about  er  eyes,  such  difficulty  in  getting  her  mind  off  herself 
even  for  a Lit,  lie  while,  and  the  continued  reiteration  as  from 
t'-e  beginning  of  how  long,  oh  Lord,  how  long?  -y  Tuesday 
afternoon  the  dizziness  had  begun  to  l-t  up  and* ' oily  for  the 
first  time  during  ay  vi^lt  began  to  3'o--  a little  Initiative 
about  making  decisions. 

Yesterday  Dr.  toward  Rusk,  one  of  our  great 
rehabilitation  men , lro  e w t.o  see  her , ro  felt  that  she 
had  made  a remarkable  recovery  from  the  sot- buck  and  8 at  to 
think  sue  has  a good  chance  of  making  still  more  remark’: ble 
gains,  ho  is  going  to  have  a speech  therapist  visit  her  two 
or  three  tiweo  a week,  h • wants  her  and  Helen  to  get  out  of 
the  bouse  as  much  as  they  can  (they  have  been  r.ll  but  immured 
in  the  dreariest  kind  of  weather),  to  go  for  rides,  to  hove 
lunch  with  friends  in  toe  neighborhood,  even  before  long 
perhaps  to  come  to  New  York,  ho  greatest  trouble  is  going 
to  be  to  get  folly's  support  for-  the  program,  but  I think 
the  therapist  and  her  excellent  day  nurse  and  Helen  cia.  be 
able  to  manage  it.  If  so,  barring  an  unexpected  compile  lion 
like  t’-s  one  of  Jan.  12,  I think  I may  be  able  to  send  you 
reports  of  pood  progress. 

A couple  has  been  install'  d,  man  and  wife.  ‘ bet 
little  I sat:  of  them  was  in  their  favor  .and  tf  ey  ba  e good 
manners.  * o'*  iy  ’.mown  that  the  rein-  of  th : hou-  el;  old  are  r ore 
or  less  on!  of  her  hands  and  this  bothers  her.  ’ a a- imply  have 
to  keep  our  fingers  crossed,  aim  could  not  be  ro" e wonderful 
and  no  one  could  be  more  devote''  to  oily.  The  eczema  which  made 
her  so  uncomfortable  si"1  summer  is  in  abeyance — since  it  ir 
incurable  this  is  the  beet,  we  can  hope  for. 

I must  st or  now.  Berth?  is  off  to  a Diner  1 
and  I must  go  to  the  1 itchc-n,  but  I didn't,  u-nt  to  wait  to 
send  you  the  good  nov:s.  I hope  the  n* :<  1 be  even  better  . 

Best  regards  to  Sidney. 


Af f ect ionately , 


Ill  fifth  3 1 . , Garden  City,  New  York 
Feb.  2,  19T'8 


Pear  Isabel  and  Bert, 


The  news  t ls  ‘line,  ttrnk  God,  ls  good. 

Ily  ■-•^e  d better  recovery  from  her  set-back  of  Jan.  12 
■ an  anyone  would  have  ha1  laved  possible  and  yosterdn"  one  of 
inns*  rehrbi 1 itatlon  nan,  Dr*  Howard  Rube , paid  her  a 
visit  an1  gave  a ,os>  encouraging  rarort.  ot  4 rat  the 
road  ahead  is  o be  er  ay,  but  hope  ilea  at  t'  n end  of  t '-e  way. 

e ls  to  ave  • s each  therapist  who  _i  os  In  t e neighborhood 
come  in  several  fines  a week;  it  distresses  ' 3 lly  so  vuch 
v ' en  s':-?  cenno  re  ember  word  and  this  a ould  he  ; , of 
least  I think  ill  ->e-  ier  from  being  no  critical  of  herself. 

1 a - on*  i.ast  Monday  and  lues  day  at 

re  n ,'i'ge.  i oily  vis  very  low  in  her  mind  boMdny  ’afternoon 
bu*  by  ? tiea day  afternoon  was  beginning  to  seem  muck  more  like 
1 r old  oily.  She  had  been  greatly  troubled  with  disj-lnoss 
on  t in  con-Ution  had  Improved  and  has  continued  to  Improve, 
he  rev  couple  vs  taking  care  of  the  cooking  and  ho  isevco '•'«•:. 

I dl  not  see  much  of  t ora  except  at  meal  tines:  they  hove 
•*ood  acne r s and  are  very  caoable  in  t-  eir  work,  he 
secretary,  r . aide,  a Jewel  of  the  first  water,  comes  three 
t 1 as  a week.  She  la  (we  all  hope)  going  to  got  away  for  a 
-It  vacation  around  the  middle  of  thin  month,  re  as 
torn  under  steady  str.  ln  since  ->ept . and  needs  if  wpr;  ruc'n: 
he’"  assistant  will  tu  -.9  er  place  at  /5reen  Ridge  during 
e'  absence.  Nancy  ' ar.il ton  and  .-.at  ;•  arine  Cornell  drive  up 
o ,yy  week-end  for  a s ort  visit  and  we  all  keep  in  touch 
’• ' ‘ fi;a  house  throu  *b  one  another  oe  by  telephone. 

oily  nad  to  give  up  trying  to  w-lte 
nfnr  f - Bet-baci,  bu  * 1 think  sue  will  probably  be  nbt a to 
In  again  this  week*  Helen  is  cons'  ent  Ly  with  her  and  it 
1°  touching  <o  see  theft.  And  elen  is  carrying  on  at  her 
d^sfc,  busy  with  letters,  braille  paoers  an-  bootve,  etc. 

r.  ?k  wants  t.  sn  to  get  out  of  the  ouse  as  much  es  t,  ey 
can,  <ybe  to  lunches  in  i e nelghborho.il  wit  friends,  ray  be 
ror  automobile  rides  in  t.  e country,  possibly  before  ion p, 
mr  a t rlr  to  ew  Vork. 


1 know  tiiat  yon  will  all  be  as  h&poy 
ar  we  are  about  tr  is  turn  of  events.  1 cannot,  beiieve  trst 
a of  Dr*  ' nv.1  s;  f; f -it.  ing  woul  duel  toelte  o patient 
with  false  hope,  -oily  ie  still  very  far  from  veil  of  course, 
but  unless  some  inexpected  complication  arises  I t'  ink  I 
s-  -'ll  be  able  to  send  progress  reports  from  now  on. 


effect  lon-'tely , 


] i ^ 7 t h o t . , Garoen  C 1 1. y , Is  ew  York 
April  2,  19^8 


Dec r Mrs.  n racy : 


. laa  i.elen  seller  is  unwilling  io 
have  you  use  her  name  in  any  way  in  connection 
with  the  autograph  skirt  vr ich  you  have  designed. 


\ o--y  i ruly  yours, 


*"ir?  . tvella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Brs.  Gail  S.  Tracy 
13B30  kettetal 
Detroit  27 
v i iga.n 


Ill  Fifth  f.t . , Gar  on  City,  New  York 

t'cbr't'  ry  r,  19  P3 


Te-  r rs.  Goldblatt: 


I am  extremely  sorry  that  I 
tan  be  of  so  little  service  io  you.  Any  meeting 
wit*.  1,1 8 s eller  must.  be  postponed  to  t h ' far, 
indefinite  future  and  1 have  no  acriaintance 
with  the  ’NF3C0  personnel.  From  what  I know  of 
th  organization,  however,  I s’ oul*  t Ink  they 
wo  • cord  la]  I i reel  roach, 

keanwhile  I on  taking  the 
liberty  of  referring  your  letter  to  Kr.  Robert 
Barnett  and  r.  Frlc  Boulter  of  t e American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and.  the  American 
^om^  tloc  for  Overseas  Blind.  As  you  know  they 
are  interested  in  every  move  ent  for  the  b'ind 
in  every  art  of  t - world  and  I am  sure  t’  ey 
will  help  you  in  any  poaslbLe  way. 

ill  all  good  wishes,  I am 

very  sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs,  Nall  r ■ r-  • 


r -.  charlotte  "a  an  Goldblatt 
Char . o 'is 
Dogwood  l one 
f tarn ford 
Conn  cticut 


ill  rlfti  ut.,  Garden  City,  New  vor^ 
February  5,  1958 


Dea r i Ilf’ red, 


I should  f.  ink  it  would  be  a good  idea  for  you 
to  continue  t0  write  elen  end  oily  assuring  t rei  of  yonr 
lo  e and  interest,  oily  can't  answer  and  if  ' elen  doesn't 
it  is  because  she  in  so  occupied  with  her  attentions  to 
ol;y  and  with  carrying  on  as  best  s'  e can  her  work,  for  t e 
American  foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  .erlcnn  “ounda  t ion 
for  Overseas  Blind. 


o have  been  much  encouraged  about  oily  since 
nr.  - oward  "osk,  one  of  the  foremost  rev  abillt  p tion 
authorities  in  this  country,  raid  a visit  to  her  last  ,s‘.  urday, 
ebrusry  1.  - sdlct  re  that  she  has 

up  io  date,  felt  t - t sh a bad  trade  a remarkable  cotne-b  ck 
f ron:  the  :id-January  upset,  and  believer  t • t t ere  is  so"nd 
hope  for  much  greater  recovery.  A ape ecu  t erapist  in  lo 
come  in  several  t lm»s  a week  to  help  or  with  word  association 
and  r.  ' tsk  wants  ter  and  '-elen  to  get  out  of  t ■- e \ ouso  as 
as  tl  -y  can — it  has  been  very  hard  on  them  to  be  so 
confined  in  sue!  dreary  we-  tber  us  has  fallen  ‘o  our  lot  of' 
recent  weeks. 

oily  is  still  able  to  S[oll  to  elen  (a  wonderful 
blessing.)  and  while  I do  not  think  that  holly  will  ever  make 

full  recovery  I do  feel  t-ut  there  is  a good  c ance  t at  si  e 

may  come  to  the  point,  w ere  ahe  and  '.eien  can  live  quietly 
and  happily  at  home,  ov  soon  t bis  v?ill  be  I have  no  idea, 
bit  I do  now  that  lolly  cannot  be  happy  unless  s nr  can 
convince  hersel^  t> -it  s e ir.  useful. 

he  question  that  you  bring  up  as  to  whether 
elen  an'  oily  bad  worked  out  ?my  plan  for  Helen  if  anything 
ha- ; ened  to  oily  has  been  a frightening  thought  in  th*  hack 
of  our  rr:in  'a  for  years,  he  answer  is  No.  any  at  tern-  t o 

been  made,  hit  ‘hey  have  all  come  to  naught,  'iheir  f>i  3, 

I er  and  el  sew-,  ere,  are  more  deeply  confer  ' ' 4 ' an  ever,  but 

It  br*8  never  teen  j osslbl  e to  bring  In  an  ar.  iet-.jt  * o oily 
and  I think  it  would  sound  her  desthknell  to  try  to  ’o  it 
now.  hey  are  counting  upon  a visit-  « © billies  W an  t e 
doctor  says  they  can  go:  April  is  now  t’-eir  target  '’ate. 

I think  Helen  would  be  per  -enentjy  happy  nowhere 
except  in  a home  of  her  own,  but  t:  a future  is  too  ince  tain 
t'or  "s  to  ma>e  any  plans  now.  Ml  I >. ->n  see  to  io  is  to  take 

li*e  a day  at  a time  and  hope  for  t a best,  eant lme  it  1" 

goo’  to  -now  t ut  ; elen  cool. 1 have  a ten  .or ary  ! oven  wit!  you 

or  bllllps.  I am  sending  him  a copy  of  t in  letter. 

I ’mope  tie  time  is  not  far  off  when  we  c^n  all 

breat'  e more  easily. 


: ffec  t ion.  - * oJ  y , 


Ill  Fifth  :lt . , Gar’en  City,  New  York. 
February  7,  1953 


Dear  i rs.  Bacon: 


Kiss  Peien  Keller  has  asked  me 
to  reply  to  your  letter  of  January  14  to  express 
her  regret  t at  she  cannot  accede  to  your  request 
for  a message  from  her  for  International  Women's 
Day.  Kiss  Keller’s  companion  for  the  last  forty- 
four  years,  Biss  oily  Thomson,  is  rather  seriously 
111  and  Mss  Keller  has  put  aside  all  other 
activities  to  give  lo  lng  attendance  to  this 
devoted  friend.  ill  you  please  regar t this  information 
as  confidential?  V. e are  most  anxious  to  avoid  the 
flood  of  letters  that  would  overwhelm  ’hr  household 
If  the  news  became  public.  You  will  be  happy  to 
learn  that  the  doctors  give  every  reason  to  hope 
for  full  recovery  before  a great  many  weeks  have 
passed . 


1th  all  good  wishes,  I am 
sincerely  yours, 


(;  rs . ) 


Nella  Braddy  r.ennsy 
Attorney  for  Helen  :'>ller 


rs.  E.  Bacon 

i on.  Dec  . I.’-.  D.  Committee 
4 W.C.7 .U. 

Willard  Bouse 
North  ,uay 
Brisbane 
Australia 


Ill  Fifth  St..,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  3,  1958 


Dear  Htrs.  Stinson: 


I aw  writing  to  give  you  a little 
progress  report  on  Helen  and  Holly.  Helen,  I ern  happy 
to  say,  Is  very  well  and  In  the  face  of  the  great 
sorro’  o f oily's  Illness  Is  still  her  magnificent 
self.  I don't  know  if  she  told  you  that  she  had  to 
go  to  memorial  Hospital  in  New  York  In  December  to 
have  a bone  tumor  removed  from  her  right  foot  (I 
was  with  her  for  the  eighteen  days  that  she  was  there) 
he  were  ail  very  much  concerned,  but  the  tumor  moved 
to  be  benign  and  s e is  now  walking  normally. 

; oily  has  been  treading  a weary 
path  and  she  has  not.  come  to  the  end  of  it.  7he  stroke 
which  she  suffered  in  Sept . caused  some  damage  to  her 
outer  field  of  vision  , though  she  can  si  ill  see 
straight  ahead,  and  to  the  association  centers  in  her 
brain,  he  were  very  much  encouraged  after  a visit  from 
Dr.  Howard  tusk  Last  a turd ay.  e is,  as  you  may  know, 
one  of  our  most  celebrated  authorit  ies  in  re-  ahilit  n-  ion. 

e felt  that  she  had  rna  e remarkable  progress,  all  f ings 
considered , and  to? t th  ere  is  great  hope  for  much 
fuller  recovery,  e is  having  a speech  therapist  come 
in  several  times  a.  week  to  help  reestablish  the 
associations  and  he  wants  her  and  Helen  to  get  out  of 
4 !' e house  as  much  as  they  can.  The  wonderful  miracle 
is  thrt  rolly  is  still  able  to  spell  to  Helen’.  Helen 
is  tender  and  loving,  utterly  levoted,  and  is  able  to 
do  more  than  anyone  else  to  relieve  oily’s  degression, 
which  has  been  almost  unremitting.  All  that  can  be 
one  in  the  way  of  medical  care  is  being  done  and  we 
have  been  fortunate  that  there  has  been  no  publicity 
about  the  situation.  That  would  bring  on  a disast rous 
flood  of  correspondence  for  Helen  who  is  already,  as 
you  can  imagine,  very  busy  indeed.  She  and  oily  are 
always  glad  to  h~ar  from  their  friends  and  they  both 
appreciated  your  let  ter. 

I hope  the  news  about  Folly  will 
be  much  better  very  soon. 


Sincerely  vours, 


(Hr:-.)  fella  traddy  Honney 


Ill  1 r n it.,  Garden  city,  New  v0rk 
r obru-  r y B,  19^3 


Dear  lsn  ernl: 


Vour  letter  reached  tne  only  this  orning 
b c >sa  It  went  first  to  New  I ami  shire  end  to  the  wrong 
p.  :r ess  or?,  he  right  ldrees  is  Foes  . t . , iMwlllti 
y n shire.  Instead  of  1 ess  ••  t , , Conway , and  1 there 
on.y  from  ay  to  November,  In  Gar  an  city  during  t e winter. 

It  Is  good  of  you  to  write  and  very 
Interesting  t at  the  matter  has  come  up  a . aln,  but  our 
answer  is  still  No.  I tho  h I had  -a  ?e  it  clear  to  Ken 
t at  ios  eller  and  I felt  ourselves  committed  to  r. 

1111am  Gibson  whose  dramatization  of  the  early  ; art  of 
t.  c story  in  1’  E I'  cl/'  0 hR  was  such  an  outstanding 
success  on  llayhouse  90  last.  year,  e now  plans,  as  renaps 
you  avt  seen  in  tl  e pai  ers,  to  make  It  into  a s t. age 
w lc  will  ; rob  ably  reaciJi  roadway  soa-s  4 ime  in  1999. 

'hi  o'  course  t-" .ien  precedence  with  las  filler  and  re 
over  everything  else.  1 realize  Hut  r.  Pevney  end  .-.r . 
Lu^tner  are  inq'iirlng  about  motion  picture  rights  only,  but 
V 1 s 9 ©Her  an 1 I feel  about,  these  as  we  do  about  the 
stape  rights— t/et  they  should  go  to  hr.  Gibson  if  and  when. 

lease  thank  Kr.  . evney  an  Kr.  Ludmer 
for  1.  air  interest. 


Gin:  er  ei y yours, 


Pella  rnddy  enney 
Attorney  for  be  en  eller 


..is1  Joyce  Bernl 
o' Ion  J lcture,  f eieviclon 
Doubleday  • co.  Inc. 
c75  kadison  Ave. 

New  York  22,  M.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  9,  19^8 


Fear  Miss  Loges, 


I am  ao  glad  you  are  back 
again.  I was  assured  that  yours  was  a minor 
operation,  but  since  I don't  think  any  operation 
is  minor,  I worried  about  you  while  you  were 
away  . 


bill  you  please  give  this 
letter  priority  over  the  other  material  you 
are  doing  for  Miss  Keller.  Because  of  the 
business  matters  which  it  contains  she  will 
need  to  bo  informed  as  soon  as  possible  so  as 
to  know  what  decisions  to  make  in  ti  e event  of 
further  developments.  I talked  with  Mrs.  Sei-^e 
about  this  and  she  said  you  hat  nothing  at  the 
moment  that  was  really  urgent. 

Please  ta.ke  goorl  care  of 

yourself . 


’ ery  sincerely  yours, 


I 
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Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garton  City,  New  York 
Feb.  9,  1958 

"arllng  l elen,  I have  felt  so  cut  off  from  you  since  I lss 
I.oge'n  illness  and  oh,  how  o^ten  I lament  the  difficulties 
of  the  trip  from  here  to  Vestport,  especially  now  that  the 
most  com  anient  morning  train  has  been  taken  off.  An  ’ Just  now 
a horrid  little  cold  Is  keeping  me  at  home--not  serious,  but 
messy . 

Dr.  dusk's  report  gave  us  all  a great  lift.  I know  It  Is  hard 
for  ! oily  to  cling  to  the  thread  of  hope,  she  is  so  unaccustomed  to 
prolonged  Illness,  hut  I do  feel  that  the  thread  is  strong  and  that 
in  time  she  will  pull  through. 

ho  wor  3 of  mine  coul^  say  how  much  1 miss  you  both.  Last 
'ednesday  afternoon  I went  with  Nancy  and  Brenda  and  Tieanor 
Gilchrist  to  see  Bill’s  play  T-'.O  FOR  A SSES&v  , a fine  touching 
play  which  we  all  enjoyed  very  much.  It  Is  witty  an1  amusing  and 
even  has  a moral  (extraordinary  for  a modern  play)  with  which  I 
think  you  may  agree:  that  next,  to  the  verb  t o io'  e t e verb  * o help 
is  the  most  important.  The  trouble  with  me  was  that  I di  not 
feel  tl  -t  It  was  normal  or  natural  for  me  to  be  at  the  theater 
without  you  an'  ; oily . I am  hoping  and  expecting  now  that  we  three 
can  go  together  to  Kit’s  new  play  1 ' FIR  T BORN, 

There  is  another  play  that  I t'  ink  we  wou'id  like  very  much, 

3dN  I3E  AT  CAN  OB"!,hO,  the  very  moving  and  poignant  story 
of  thirty-four  months  in  vranklln  . Roosevelt’s  life  ■from  fhe 
lime  when  he  was  si rlcken  with  polio  to  the  time  * en  he  was 
able  to  stand  on  his  feat  long  enough  to  nominate  A l Im  1 *h  for 
•"csl ’ent  the  ’nlted  Gtates.  Prs.  uoonevelt  and  two  of  er 
sona  ant  their  wives  were  pre  ent  at  the  o enlng  , t ey  all  hought 
It  fin"'  dramatic  entertainment,  ti  ough  or  course  they  ml"~ed 
certain  elements  of  reality  as  anyone  would  In  watching  a 
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transcript  of  life  that  they  had  lived.  Mrs.  Roosevelt  worked 
closely  with  -alph  Bellamy,  the  actor  who  took  the  part  of  * DR 
while  he  was  creating  the  role. 

hir  brings  me  to  several  matters  of  business  connected  with 
you.  I don't  know  how  much  Polly  told  you  about  the  book 
i’SL'vN  ElLj,  •.  by  J.'  . and  Anne  'ifcbble  which  was  published  In 
England  last  year  by  A 4 C Black.  You  gave  Mrs.  Tibbie  permission 
to  write  the  book,  but  specified  that  she  should  get  permission 
from  Doubleday  ft  Co.  for  the  use  of  quoted  material.  She  ignored 
the  specification  and  the  book  was  so  filled  with  unacknowledged 
material  from  your  books  and  mine  that  ve  had  ground  for  suit 

them.  I talked  with  Ken  about  it  and  bis  feeling  was  thet. 

11  would  be  such  a costly  and  futile  procedure  that  it  would  be 
better  not  to  do  it.  He  did  think  I should  write  a strong,  letter 
of  protest  and  said  he  would  hack  it  up  with  a letter,  but  about 
that  lime  my  eyes  were  in  such  condition  that  I could  not  do  it. 
besides,  I had  already  written  the  publishers  expressing  great 
disapproval  of  the  book,  khat  we  particularly  wanted  to  avoid  was 
having  It  appear  in  this  country  and  this  I think  has  not  happened. 
Meantime,  if  you  will  believe  me,  another  of  these  unauthorized 
books  has  turned  up  in  England,  HELEN  KELLER  by  Eileen  Bigland [ 

This  is  not  as  bad  as  the  1 ibble  book,  but  it  is  not  good,  here 
is  no  plagiarism  ant  there  is  noihlng  we  can  do  about  it. 
be  trouble  is  that  you  are  now  in  the  "public  domain,"  like 
other  prominent  celebrit ies--FDR,  Sir  '‘inston,  etc. — and  anyone 
who  wishes  to  write  about  you  can  do  It  without  mermisslon,  so  long 
as  he  keeps  within  the  law  on  libellous  statements.  Eot.l  these 
books  from  England  are  for  t^e  teen-age  group  and  there  is 
undoubtedly  a place  for  such  a book  about  you,  a need  for  it,  in 
fact.  Ibis  is  what  Random  Bouse  asked  Van  V.yck  to  do,  but  they 
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turned  his  book  down  when  he  finished  it  because  it  w°s  not 
what  they  had  asked  for;  Van  'yck  can  write  only  for  an  adult 
audience  and  the  book  was  brought  out  by  his  regular  publishers, 
Dutton  Company.  I have  talked  with  Ken  about  this  whole  business 
and  have  Just  written  him  a letter  ato it  the  Llgland  book.  I will 
let  you  know  what  he  says. 

Last.  summer  a couple  of  men  from  hoilywood  made  an  insistent 
offer  for  the  use  of  your  books  and  mine  to  make  a movie  of  the 
story  of  your  life.  After  consulting  with  lolly  and  Ken  and  Bill 
Gibson  ve  decided  to  turn  them  down.  V,’e  might  r.ot  bo  able  to  stop 
anyone  rrom  making  a movie,  but  at  least  we  need  not  sell  out 
to  people  we  do  not  know,  however  generous  their  offer,  however 
gaudy  their  promises.  And  those  two  men  are  not  unknown  in 
Hollywood.  Especially  when  we  have  Bill  Gibson  in  reserve.  After 
the  groat  success  of  IF"  .-.IRA  CL?  WORKER  last  year  Polly  and  I 
felt  ourselves  committed  to  Bill  so  far  as  rights  were  concerned 

and  I presume  she  talked  with  you  and  you  agreed.  At  ar.y  rate, 

]-f- 

t.he  two  men  'approached  me  again  last  week  with  a renewal  of 
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their  offer  and  again  I turned  it  down.  Bill  wants  to  do  TH? 

KI  “ACL?  VTORK  ?R  as  a play  in  the  fell  of  1959.  Ve  know  from 
experience  that  it  will  he  done  with  tenderness,  love,  an’  skill 
(he  will  have  the  same  director  that  dl 1 it  for  TV)  an  1 moreover 
that  we  will  have  the  approval  of  the  script  which  naturally 
since  the  medium  is  different  will  be  somewhat  different  from 
the  television  script.  I ml9s  talking  wit  oily  so  much  when 
things  like  this  come  up,  but  we'll  go  over  it  all  together  when 
I see  you.  °antlmo  I wanted  you  to  know  what  is  happening. 

Being  a celebrity  is  no  bed  of  roses. 


' he  other  day  I ran  across  a quotation  from  Ar^re  ^aurols 
which  made  me  think  of  you:  "Growing  oil  is  no  more  than  a 
ban  habit  which  a busy  man  has  no  time  to 'form."  I think  this 
may  be  your  secret— part  of  it  at  least. 

eep  giving  our  dear  °olly  my  love.  You  are  both  in  my  mind 
all  the  time.  Devotedly,  Nells 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  hew  York 
February  11,  19^8 


Dear  Mrs.  Goldblatt: 


I write  at  once  to  tell  you  that 
you  must  not  use  Miss  Helen  Keller's  name  as  an 
endorsement  of  your  work  for  the  blind.  In  the  face 
of  count!  ess  similar  requests  she  decided  some  years 
ago  not  to  lend  her  name  t.o  any  organization,  however 
excellent  It  might  be,  In  which  she  herself  was  not 
directly  active.  If  you  could  see  the  manifold  calls 
that  are  ma^e  upon  her  and  the  manifold  tasks  that 
confront  her  every  day  In  connection  with  the 
organizations  for  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and,  most 
especially,  the  deaf-blind,  I arc  sure  that  you  would 
understand  why  she  feels  obliged  to  limit  the  ucie  of 
her  name  to  these  organizations  and  to  these  only. 

It  was  not  an  easy  decision  for  her  to  reach,  but 
I am  sure  it  was  wise. 

Kith  all  goo1  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mrs.  Charlotte  Fagan  Goldblatt 
Charlonis 
Dogwood  Lane 
Stamford,  Connecticut 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  .14,  1953 


Dear  I,enore, 


I think  the  best  thing  thst  Helen  has 
written  about  books  Is  the  chapter  in  MIDSTREAM 
called  "Enchanted  Windows"  and  In  that,  chapter  I 
would  say  that  the  first  paragraph  Is  the  beet  single 
statement  she  ever  made.  Very  likely  you  have  the 
book  easily  available  through  Sidney's  library,  but 
since  It  Is  short  I will  quote  It  here: 

"More  than  at  any  other  time,  when  I hold  a beloved 
took  In  my  band  my  limitations  fall  from  me,  my  spirit 
is  free.  Books  are  my  compensation  for  the  harms  of 
fate.  They  give  me  a world  for  a lost  world,  and  for 
mortals  who  have  disappointed  me  they  give  me  gods." 

Folly  does  spell  t.o  Helen  a great  deai  or 
at  least  rather  a great  deal,  but  I am  afraid  most  of 
it  consists  of  lamentations  about  her  own  condition. 

Ani  I don't  believe  that  Polly  is  now  capable  of 
bending  her  mind  to  the  solution  of  a problem,  even  so 
slight  a one  as  explaining  to  Helen  what  you  wanted 
in  the  way  of  a quotation  from  her. 

I am  going  up  next  Thursday  the  20t,h  to 
try  to  help  Polly  through  her  hi rthday--the  73rd'.  There 
will  be  no  party,  but  I have  asked  some  of  her  friends 
to  send  her  cards — not  to  telephone.  I ought  to  know 
more  about  a good  many  things  after  I have  seen  her 
and  Helen. 


Meantime,  my  love, 


Gar ’on  City,  February  16,  1958 


Darling  Felon, 

As  I sit  here  with  the  snow  swirling  about 
the  boune  I arr;  thinking  of  you  and  "oily.  I think  of  you 
both  continually,  no  matter  what  else  Is  on  my  my  mind, 
and  always  with  a prayer  In  my  heart  for  wisdom  to  Implement 
our  love  for  our  dear  Polly.  If  the  roads  are  clear  enough 
to  permit  It  I expect  to  be  with  you  at  Arcan  Ridge  on  her 
birthday,  If  not,  I’ll  come  as  soon  afterwards  ns  possible. 

I have  been  scrabbling  through  some  of  Keith’s 
magazines  for  articles  and  have  quite  a little  handful.  I am 
sending,  only  two  AMP  \L  50  ’JJ  S JNPFR  HF  SSA  and  V,'  :,  AN  i Hi  0F0L0GY 
0Z  OSTTRF,  but  there  are  otr-.era  if  you  want  them.  I’ll  tell  you 
about  them  when  1 see  you.  Also  I wanted  to  ask  If  you  have 
hod  in  Braille  a book  by  Rutherford  latt  called  1FIS  g^MIn 
WORLD.  ' nfts  oh  it  I am  sure  you  will  enjoy. 

I know  that  you  and  "oily  will  miss  Fvelyn 
w-lle  e « is  gone,  but  she  had  reached  the  point  where  she 
really  needed  to  get  away  and  [ hoy a 3he  cores  back  refreshed. 

It  wouldn't  <*o  for  her  to  get  sick,  as  she  h.i3  been  in  danger  of 
doing.  You  must  let  V Iss  Healthy  know  If  you  need  me  or  if 
there  ig  anything  I can  do  'or  you. 

with  love,  love,  love  t.o  you  and  oily  from 
eith  an'3  me,  with  'eith's  special  love  to  hl3  "other  sweetheart." 


Nelia 


Ill  "if*)'  f>t.,  Garden  City,  New  Yore 
r ebruary  22,  1958 


Darling  lolly. 


Fi ra t thing  this  morning  I want  to  ‘ ell  you  how 
wonderful  T thought  the  birthday  v:a3,  1 ov  many  or  them  we 
have  spent  together  over  the  years  and  what  fun  we  have  had 
together.  rp  f o now  I had  thought  the  one  at  fancy’s  when 
Martha  Graham  was  there  and  we  decided  to  make  the  movie  of 
you  and  Helen  was  the  most  memorable  of  them  all,  but  not 
any  more.  ’’his  one,  day  before  yesterday,  will  stand  out 
forever  from  *'  a oti  ere,  for  it  brought  new  hope,  a special  kind 
of  hope,  for  I felt  that  you  were  so  much  better.  I take  it  as 
a turning  point,  my  heart  is  lighter  and  I truly  believe  that 
you  are  really  on  the  way  out  of  this  fog  of  misery  that  has 
enveloped  you. 

You  have  so  much  to  be  grateful  for,  you  and 
Helen,  the  two  of  you  together  in  your  own  lovely  home,  warm 
a cosy,  and  with  V.  a friendship  as  well,  ns  the  - rofessional 
skill  of  Mrs.  Killer  and  Mrs.  Corbely,  with  Conrad  an-"'  rr. 

Husk  re-dy  to  come  miles  to  see  you  any  time,  with  r,r.  Murdock 
and  7)r.  Chick  close  at  hand,  with  Dr . Stacy  when  you  went  her, 
with  an  army  of  friends  forming  a devoted  wall  about,  you,  with 
your  loving  families  waiting  for  news,  ready  to  do  anything  they 
possibly  can.  I am  writing  to  Eert  and  Isabel  this  morning,  so 
happy  that  I can  tell  them  that  you  are  over  the  hump.  I don't 
m-an  that  it  i3  going  to  bo  easy  from  here  on  out,  but  it  v>ill 
be  easier.  I don't  mean  that  you  are  not  going  to  have  times  of 
discouragement  and  Impatience,  but  they  will  be  farther  arart. 

The  strength  and  determination  that  has  made  you  what  you  are 
is  back  at  your  service  and,  like  Helen,  I look  forward  to 
March  3 as  our  next  banner  day  for  you.  For  Teacher's  sake,  for 
all  our  sakas,  you  must  not  let  us  clown. 

Please  thank  everybody  for  b ing.  5o  nice  to  me 
while  I was  tl  ere--Jlm  and  Nellie  and  Mrs,  iller  and  I rs.  Corbely. 
It  was  like  the  old  days  and  I felt  at  home  in  your  house  as  you 
and  Helen  have  always  felt  at  home  in  mine.  And  how  nice  it  was 
that  the  weather  held  up  for  my  visit.  The  trie  would  be  really 
wretched  today. 


ellh  sends  several  tons  of  love  to  the  two  of 
you  and  so  do  I,  always  and  always, 


Ill  Fifth  It.,  Garden  City,  hew  York 
February  24,  1958 


Dear  ken, 


Your  ^esaage  to  Arcan  Ridge  last  Thursday  was  deeply 
appreciated.  I was  sick  with  dread  and  anxiety  before  1 vent  up 
there,  but  It  turned  out  to  be  a happy  occasion.  1 don't  mean 
that  the  nightmare  is  over  or  in  likely  to  be  any  time  soon,  but 
the  day  gave  'oily  a great  boost  which  has  lasted  at  least  till  now. 
It  was  her  day  (not  Helen's)  and  there  were  enough  telegrams  and 
flowers  to  assure  her  that  she  was  not  forgotten  as  she  has 
sometimes  felt  In  this  terrible  and  terrifying  situation. 

I am  not  the  one  to  write  a book  aoout.  Helen,  though  of 
course  I am  pleased  to  have  you  and  Peggy  think  so.  I am  not  being 
coy  about  it,  but  I have  been  over  the  story  so  many  times  that  I 
am  completely  3tn.lo  on  It.  I have  said  all  I have  to  say  anq  there 
is  no  new  material  up  to  t.h»  time  of  "'eacher'a  death,  no  help  io  he 
had  for  anyone  from  Helen  or  me,  beyon1  what  has  already  been 
printed.  I do  t'-ink  I retain  some  Judge  ent  as  to  t.  e worth  of  any 
Job  that  in  dono--I  call  to  witness  my  opinion  of  " E I IRACLE 
WORKS®  and  1 F OPEN  DOOR.  And  I feel  that  both  these  owed  much  of 
their  excellence  to  the  fact  that  they  came  from  a generation 
younger  t'  an  mine. 

As  I toll  you  before  I do  want  to  write  a book  some  day 
concentrating  upon  oily,  and  here  I have  a lot  of  fresh  material 
which  is  available  ‘ o no  one  else.  In  this  I do  intend  to  make  the 
story  coraciflte  and  i have  a wonderful  opening  for  it,  for  oily  In 
1914  when  nhe  vas  first  approached  by  feacher  had  never  heard  of 
Helen  and  I can  + ell  what,  she  bad  never  heard  of.  I haven't  tne 
pers' active  +o  do  It  now  and  I haven't  the  strength,  i haven't 
fully  recovered  from  the  infection  of  February  a year  aro  that 
caused  the  ' re  bln  with  my  pyos  and  don’t  know  yet  whether  I chs.ll 
lave  to  have  an  onoraM.on  on  the  ot  r oye.  Our  social  life  has 
been  reducod  to  the  olnt  where  an  afternoon  Like  yesterday's  when 
one  neighbor  came  In  to  collect  tot  Abe  Peart  Fund  and  another  for 
the  Boy  Scouts  is  all  but  riotous.  Arcan  Ridge  ie  alwayn  on  my 
mind,  whatever  else  I am  t‘  inking  of,  and  we  none  of  '>3  know  when 
we  go  to  bed  at-  night  whether  Mt  next  day  will  bring  increasing 
hope  or  increasing  sorrow,  Both  «re  always  present. 

It  see'  ■ to  me  row  that  I "Ot  '00  panicky  about  *hlo 
rash  of  mediocre  books  about  ' elen.  I don't  suppose  they'll  really 
*0  any  ha^n  an'*  I think  l1  would  be  a ml  take  to  rush  in*o  anjrtftlng 
because  of  *'  era . It  would  be  different  If  some  one  of  ext' aordinary 
■ ■'omlee  turned  up.  n 1 e have  in  rsserve  tl  e o’  on  a1  lor  Omnibus — 
for  the  future.  And  ay  the  future  b<*  brighter  than  tl  0 'resent. 

All  good  wishes  and  many  thanks. 

Ever  yours, 


LU  Fifth  St . , Garden  City,  New  York 
February  23,  1958 


Dear  Isabel  and  Bert, 


Another  letter  with  good  news  and 
I hope  I have  good  news  from  you  in  return.  Sorry  you 
have  been  under  the  weather,  but  it.  seems  to  be  the  time 
of  year  for  it. 

I went  up  to  Arcan  Ridge  last 
Thursday  to  be  with  Folly  on  her  birthday.  I confess 
that  I rather  dreaded  it  a'^end  of  time,  for  I was  afraid 
Folly  might  take  it  hard,  but  it  turned  out  to  be  a very 
bapoy  occasion.  Fancy  and  Kit.  came  for  about  an  hour  in  the 
morning  bringing  gifts  and  good  cheer.  Kit  gave  Polly  an 
amethyst  heart,  set  in  pearls,  amethyst  being  the  February 
blrthstone,  Kit’s  birthmonth  as  well  as  Folly's,  and  >ncv 
brought  her  a bright  red  Jacket.  There  were  many  flowers 
and  messages  to  let  rolly  know  that  there  were  piany  r eople 
who  loved  her  and  had  not  forgotten  her.  Your  apalsa 
incidentally  was  lovely.  We  had  a quiet  lunch,  then  rested, 
then  took  a nice  long  wslk--more  than  a quarter  of  a mile  I 
should  say.  Folly  lamented  her  condition  of  course,  but  not 
so  continuously  as  in  the  past.  The  weather  was  bright  nd 
sunny,  the  one  beautiful  day  that  we  have  had  in  recent 
weeks,  and  we  all  took  it  as  a good  omen.  I felt  more" 
encouraged  than  I have  since  last  September.  Folly  is 
s owing  core  initiative  than  she  has — it  was,  for  instance, 
her  own  idea  to  send  you  a cable,  and  she  is  beginning  to 
recover  her  characteristic  thoughtfulness  of  other  people, 
not  concentrating  so  much  upon  herself.  She  will  of  tourre 
have  some  long,  discouraging  days,  but  I think  they  will 
not  be  as  freq-  ent  as  they  have  been. 

And  speaking  of  gifts,  as  I was  a 
moment  ago,  It  came  to  me  a day  or  two  past,  that  I had 
never  thanked  you  for  the  calendar  w'  ich  has  given  olth 
and  me  so  much  pleasure  ever  since  It  arrived.  I am  sorry. 

e have  v,?.d  extremely  cold  weather 
with  heavy  snowfalls,  oving  about  is  not  easy,  but  the 
main  highways  are  clear  and  we  manage  with  boots  and 
galoshes  and  our  warmest  coats.  The  birds  are  beginning  to 
sing  a little  anti  we  think  It  will  not  bs  long  before 
we  see  other  signs  of  spring. 


Affections t sly  always , 


Garden  City,  Feb.  24,  1953 


Darling  Helen, 


Saturday  I wrote  Folly  a note  to  tell  her 
what  a lift  I had  got  out  of  the  birthday.  I felt  that  she 
was  more  like  her  old  self  than  at  any  time  I have  seen  her 
since  the  stroke  and  I do  think  that,  barring  some  unexpected 
complication,  her  course  will  continue  to  be  upward. 

This  morning  I am  sending  to  Miss  Loges  the 
article  on  the  Blue  Whale  and  the  one  on  Animals  of  the  Abyss. 
Others  will  come  later. 

I was  very  much  interested  to  read  in  Sunday's 
Times  that  one  of  the  numbers  that  Martha  Graham  is  to  present 
in  her  new  dance  program  is  about  Clytemnestra — this  is’ the 
one,  you  remember,  that  she  wanted  Kit  to  join  her  in.  And 
incidentally  the  music  is  composed  by  an  Egyptian,  Halim  El-Dabh. 
I had  not  heard  of  him. 

A year  or  two  ago  I told  you  that  no  one  read 
DIANA  OF  THE  CROSSWAYS  any  more  and  you  said  the  time  would 
come  when  they  did.  You  wrere  right.  I saw  a new  edition  on 
display  in  a bookshop  window  the  last  time  I was  in  New  York. 

Ethel  called  last  night  to  say  how  much  she  and 

Eddie  had  enjoyed  having  you  and  Polly  there  for  lunch  yesterday 
and  Ethel,  like  me,  is  looking  forward  to  a reunion  of  us  all 
in  New  York.  I wish  Catharine  Conant  could  be  with  us.  She  and 
Larry  have  been  snowed  in,  with  temperatures  at  18  below  zero'. 

But  everything  is  so  beautiful  they  haven't  minded  it. 

This  morning  a purple  finch  came  to  my  feeding 
station,  a charming  little  raspberry-colored  sparrow-like 
bird,  a herald  of  spring,  but  we  have  had  nothing  so  impressive 
as  your  evening  grosbeaks. 

My  heart  is  always  with  you  and  Folly,  and  my  love 


Kella 


ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
February  26,  1958 


Darling  oily. 


It  does  seam  so  normal  for  you  to  b-  t el  ephonlna 
me  and  me  telephoning  you  and  writing  notes  In  between.  '■  o 
are  back  on  the  old  track  and  it  is  do  good  to  be  ’-ere. 

Yesterday  I soent  about  an  hour  in  our 

bookstore  looking  for  something  in  a print  that  you  would 
flnt  easy  to  rear,  No  luck  except  among  children's  books, 
but  I picked  up  two  of  these,  -’hat  they  say  about  birds  is 
authentic  and  I hope  vou  will  not  find  them  too  throw-uppy. 
that  Is  one  of  Keith’s  expressions. 

latharine  goes  into  rehearsal  on  the  KIioI 
BORN  next  week  and  that  means  that  for  a while  we  shall  not 

be  seeing  much  of  her.  The  play  is  one  that  requires  a great 

deal  of  study  and  they  do  not  expect  big  audiences.  I'll  reed 
it  as  soon  as  I get  hoi'-  of  it  and  see  what  sense  I can  make 
of  it.  I hope  to  be  able  to  do  this  before  I soe  you  and  Helen 
on  i io  nday . 


You.  know  the  kind  of  play  1 would  like  to 
see  now?  Remember  years  ago  when  v.a  fad  all  been  under  some 
kind  of  terrible  strain  and  we  went  to  HELLZh  01 -IN — how  noisy 
and  rowdy  and  funny  it  was  and  how  we  laughed  our  reads  off? 
That's  what  I'd  ..ike  to  see--sometnlng  that  would  make  us 
laugh  till  we  cried.  Nothing  like  that  on  Broadway  .just  now, 
but  v;e  do  have  our  memories.  What  memories  we  do  have! 

I will  be  talking  with  you  before  you  get  this 
and  it  won't  be  Long  before  I see  you. 

Meantime,  as  always,  icy  love  and  Keith's  to  the 
two  of  you,  especially  mine, 


Ill  Fifth  It.,  Garden  City,  Now  York 
feb.  26,  1953 


Fear  i argaret  and  3111, 


It  was  p ocd  of  you  to  respond  so 
wonderfully . ho  rone a wore  lonely  and  Much  appreciated 
by  . elen  and  idly.  Me  *00.  The  day  which  I had  dr-'eded  co 
much  turned  out  to  bo  r very  harpy  occasion,  .it  an'*  Fancy 
care  c”er  for  about  an  hotia  in  the  morning  and  a for  er 
servant  dropped  In  for  a fe»*  rlnutes  In  the  afternoon.  C t’  or 
wise  no  visitors,  but  throughout  the  day  enough  f 3 overs  and 
telegrams  to  assure  oily  th-t  sh  0 1~  net  forgotten.  It  v;as 
her  day,  not  .Helen's,  end  while  the  recurrent  theme  r’ow  long 
oh  Ford,  how  ’ ong?  '"opt  cropping  up , 1'  van  easier  to  divert 
her  from  It.  than  it  has  been. 

I can't  tell  hovr  much  she  can  see-- 
I mean  how  much  is  eync,  row  much  mind.  gets  panicky  If 

she  tries  to  walk  around  the  house  alone,  called  to  tre  once 
from  only  a few  feet  away  thrt  she  was  lost,  but  oh?  Is 
able  to  read  type  somewhat  smaller  than  newspaper  headlines 
and  is  writing  a little.  On:  difficulty  ic  to  hind  so  et’  irg 
In  big  enough  type  that  ic  not  Insulting  to  the  irit  e‘  licence 
of  an  a^ult . I picked  up  c couple  o**  children's  hook  shout 
birds  yesterday  and  I on'  going  to  talk  with  the  Foundation 
this  morning,  centime  do  you  know  of  any  source  of  such 
material? 


Helen  remains  her  magnificent  self, 
though  much  more  cut  off  than  she  has  been,  jolly's 
spelling  Is  del er lorn4 ing — and  to  her  grief  oily  novs  it. 
Yet  Helen  innis4  s that  oily  is  Improving  (In  some  ways  I 
know  tl  is  is  true)  and  she  has  an  almost  mystic  fsit'h  that 
March  3 (the  anniversary  of  teacher's  arrival  In  luscumbla) 
will  somehow  bring  a miracle.  They  are  planning  to  T°et  me 
in  New  York  that  day,  the  burse  with  them  of  course. 

po  you  get  these  lit+lo  snippets 
about.  35v5A!iv  that  appear  from  4ime  to  time?  Thet  whole 
deal  has  h^en  a greet  source  of  joy  ic  Keith  and  re  t'  Is 
winter.  I hope  to  nee  you  both  and  Miss  Bancroft  before  a 
greet,  while.  Meantime,  I am 

affectionately  and  gratefully. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  26,  1953 


Dear  Dick, 


I know  that  aien  writ  on  to  you  from  time  to 
time,  but  it  occurred  to  me  that  you  mloht.  like  to  hear 
from  florae  one  a tittle  more  detached!  from  the  ho'T.ehold 
She  ant  oily  always  apeak  of  you  and  Mrs.  Dixon  ’-lth 
auch  deep  affection  when  I see” them,  as  I did  on 
February  20th  when  I wont  up  to  Arcan  Ridge  to  be  with 
Polly  on  her  birthday,  the  73rd'.  I had  rather  dreaded 
the  day  for  her,  but  from  early  morning  until  after 
dusk  flowers  and  telegrams  kept  halving  to  assure  her 
that  she  wan  not  forgotten,  that  she  was  greatly  loved. 

It  would  not.  be  possible  for  me  s s a layman 
to  give  you  an  accurate  account  of  Polly's  ntnt  o o*' 
health,  but  Helen  who  is  with  her  all  the  time  says 
that  she  1b  steadily  Improving  and  I can  see  that  In 
many  ways  this  is  true.  Her  even  which  are  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Conrad  Borons,  a devoted  friend  of  nearly 
forty  years,  have  suffered  some  permanent  damage , but 
Dr.  Howard  Puok  ( who  w as  brought  in  by  Dr.  Berers)  r J • 
great  hope  of  rehabilitation  and  under  a speech  therapist, 
sent  in  by  Dr.  Rusk,  Polly  is  making  real  progress  in 
reading  and  writing,  two  local  doctors,  partners,  Louis 
Murdock  and  F.v.  Chick,  whose  credentials  haxre  been 
well  examined  and  found  satisfactory,  keep  in  touch 
with  the  patient  and  e nurse  is  on  hand  dry  end  right , 

The  house  is  organised  Into  a going  concern, 
but  of  course  there  Is  room  for  improvement.  V.'e  should 
liko  to  oeo  an  assistant  brought  in  for  Polly,  a "Felly's 
Polly,"  so  to  speak,  but  it.  must  wait.  I think  it  would 
be  a death-blow  to  Polly  to  try  1+  now,  Money  threatened 
to  be  a problem,  for  even  with  the  doctors  being  more  than 
generous,  expenses  are  enormous,  but  in  v^riour,  ways 
funds  have  been  provided  and  on  this  score  there  is  at 
present  no  cause  for  worry. 

Friends  have  rallied  around  in  various  ways. 

Mr.  James  Adams  with  whom  you  have  talked  is  a neighbor 
of  theirs,  as  well  as  a friend  and  is  also  one  of  elan's 
trustees;  he  visits  Arcan  Ridge  once  a week  when  he  is 
not  travelling  and  is  at  all  times  most  thoughtful. 

Kit  Cornell  (another  trustee)  and  Nancy  Hamilton  go  to 
see  them  regularly,  always  bringing  good  cheer  and 
liveliness,  and  are  in  almost  daily  contact  with  them 
be tv^een times . ' r.  I»  .C.  Migel,  the  senior  trustee,  is 


as  -vigilant  '•b  Mb  more  than  90  years  permit  and  Ms 
secretary -asMst  ant , frirs.  Gladu , another  old  friend, 
is  intimately  concerned  -with  the  dally  operation  of  t a 
household,  hr.  William  Ziegler,  another  trustee,  president 
of  the  American  foundation  for  the  Blind,  has  boon  too 
ill  to  do  anything.  You  are  the  remaining  trustee. 

What  v/l*h  this  and  that  the  trustees  he.ve  not 
yet  been  able  *o  act  as  a unlt--thlngs  . ave  happened 
so  fast  that  each  has  had  to  do  what  he  could  when  he 
could,  The'-’e  has  been  no  central  point,  but  it  Is 
honed  ■'  ’.t  this  can  soon  be  remedied  and  if  there  should 
come  a time  when  regular  reports  are  issued  you  will 
get  them.  Helen  says  that,  though  retired,  you  aro  very 
busy,  hut  I know  that  this  dona  no1-  lessen  your  interest 
in  her  and  oily  and  If  there  aro  any  questions  you 
want  to  ask  or  any  suggestions  vou  want  to  " V,:o  you  have 
but  to  let  me  know  and  if  I can’t  gi  o the  answers 
myBelf,  I can  a*  least  tell  you  who  can. 

I wish  you  lived  in  the  East. 

W^th  all  good  wishes,  I nrr 
Pv a r sincerely  yours, 


r SBRUARY  27,  195a 


DARLIKO  OLLY, 


THIS  IS  AN  KX  ERIMKNT.  I HAVE  ~UJT  a 

NEW  IBBCN  ON  MY  "YPICWRITER  AND  IT  IS  SC  BLACK  THAT  I 
; O' GK'J  YOU  MIGHT  BE  ABLE  TO  MAKE  OIT  E WORDS. 

I AM  SO  '•  RXED  BY  THE  WEATHER.  WE  HAVE  HAD 
30  k 'Cl!  DREARINESS  AND  SLUSHINESS  THAT  I FEEL  DREARY  AND 
SLUSHY  INSIDE.  BUT  A PURPLE  FINCH  WAS  HERE  YESTERDAY  AND 
THAT  ID  A SIGN  OF  STRING. 

I READ  IN  - E TIMES  THIS  MORNING  " HAT  BILL 
GIB  ON*S  LAY  T"  0 "OS  h " SEESAW  IS  TO  BE  TROD  ’CED  IN 
’ GLAND;  ALSO  TH/.T  %■  . I C.  E V C rK Et;:  I 0 Be  G T EN  0 ER 

BBC.  I ILL  BE  SURE  TO  ET  BERT  KNOW  WHEN  r'HE  MIRA  CL 

SJ.'j.Zz  CON  OFF.  I r. NO"  HE  AND  THE  REST  OF  THE  FAMILY  ILL 

ENJOY  IT. 

KEEF  YOUR  COURAGE  UP,  DEAR  POLj^Y.  COURAGE 
IS  A SCOTTISH  TRAIT,  AS  SIR  JAMES  BARRIE  SAID  LONG  AGO. 


Iff  LOVE  ALWAYS, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
arch  3,  195v3 


Dear  Barbara, 


Many  thanks  for  the  reviews. 
They  are,  as  you  say,  most  gratifying  and 
I am  sending  them  this  morning  to  be 
transcribed  for  Mss  ' eller , aj-ong  with, 
the  also  gratifying  information  about  the 
n -w  edition. 


1 oday  Is  the  71st  ( *. ) anniversary 
of  Annie  Sullivan's  arrival  in  TUscumbia'. '. 
ft  he  prirls  are  expecting  me  to  meet  them  in 
New  York  this  evening  for  a quiet  little 
celebration  at  the  apartment  of  an  old 
friend.  The  nurse  will  be  with  them,  but 
li  is  still  quite  an  undertaking  and  I shall 
be  nervous  about  it  until  it  is  over. 


I should  like  very  much  to  come 
In  some  day  to  talk  with  you  and  Ken--perhaps 
it  can  be  anagsd  before  we  set  out  for 
Snowville  in  May.  It  would  have  to  be 
spur-of-the-moment — I can  t make  plans  a^ead. 


I shall  deliver  your  message 
to  ielen  and  Polly  this  evening. 

All  good  wishes  and  many  thanks 


again . 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
March  3,  1953 


Dear  I. las  Logea, 


These  reviews  are  to  go 
on  Mias  Keller*  s hill — and  please  send 
to  originals  also  to  Westport.  The  nurse 
can  read  them  to  Miss  Thomson. 

All  good  wishes, 


Miss  Elsa  Loges 


Garden  City,  Mar.  3,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 

Earbara  Ellis  sent  me  a batch  of  reviews 
of  THE  OPEN  DOOR  and  I am  sending  them  this  morning  to 
Miss  Loges  to  have  them  transcribed  for  you.  I think  you 
will  enjoy  them  and  I know  that  Teacher  would  be  very 
proud.  Barbara  adds  that  the  little  book  has  sold  7,888 
copies  and  that  a new  edition  of  2500  copies  is  now  on 
the  presses.  She  is  very  happy  about  the  whole  thing  and 
as  always  when  she  writes  to  me  she  wants  her  warmest 
remembrances  to  you  and  Polly.  I had  hoped  that  we  could 
get  together  with  her  for  lunch  some  time  this  winter 
and  it  may  be  that  we  can  before  Keith  and  I set  out  for 
Snowville  in  Kay.  I expect  to  see  you  this  evening  and  all 
day  long  this  special  day  I shall  be  thinking  of  you  and 
Polly  and,  above  all,  Teacher.  My  love  forever,  Nella 


Garden  City,  ;.ar.  3,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 

Barbara  Sills  sent  me  a batch  of  reviews 
of  '■  S Or SN  DOOR  and  I am  sending  them  this  morning  to 
-.lss  I ogee  to  have  them  transcrlbpd  for  you.  I think  you 
will  enjoy  then  and  I know  that  'teacher  would  be  very 
; rod.  Barbara  rdds  that  ti  e little  book  has  sold  7,838 
copies  and  that  a new  edition  of  2500  copies  is  now  on 
the  presses.  She  is  very  happy  about  the  whole  thing  and 
as  always  when  she  writes  to  me  she  wants  her  warmest 
remembrances  to  you  and  Polly.  I had  hoped  that  we  could 
ge"  'ogethe1  with  her  for  lunch  some  time  this  winter 
and  it  may  be  that  we  can  before  Keith  and  I set  out  for 
Snowville  in  May.  I expect  to  see  you  this  evening  and  all 
lay  j.ong  1 is  special  day  I shall  be  thinking  of  you  and 
: oily  and,  above  all,  Teacher.  Ky  love  forever,  Neila 


Garden  City,  Parch  4,  1958 


Darling  Girls, 

No  words  of  mine  can  Bay  how  wonderful  It  was 
to  be  with  you  and  Mrs.  Corbely  last  night  at  Shlnzo’s  and 
afterwards  at  that  marvellous  Japanese  restaurant.  We  must 
do  It  all  again.  You  looked  so  sweet  and  attractive,  the 
three  of  you,  but  Polly  was  the  pret  tlest— by  long  odds  the 
prettiest.  And  more  than  ever  like  herself,  her  dear  self. 

About  that  little  silver  denarius  I had: 

whenever  the  word  "penny"  Is  used  in  the  New  Testament  it 

Is  the  denarius  to  which  they  refer,  ''o  this  day  the  British 

abbreviate  poinds,  shillings,  and  pence  as  1 s d — and  the  "d" 

stands  for  denarius.  You  remember  in  Matthew  ^XII-19  when 
came  to  Jesus 

the  disciples/and  asked  if  it  was  lawful  to  give  tribute  to 
Caesar  He  asked  them  to  show  him  the  tribute  money  and  they 
brought  Him  a penny,  that  is,  a denarius.  Then  Re  asked  whose 
image  and  superscription  was  on  the  coin  and  they  answered 
- eesar' s . " And  it  was  then  He  said,  "Pender  therefore  unto 
Caesar  the  things  which  are  Caesar's;  and  unto  God  the  things 
that  are  God's."  To  the  denarius  a a very  historic  little  coin. 
Keith  was  very  happy  this  morning  when  he  went  off  to  New  York 
with  his  in  his  pocket. 

I am  sending  two  book  reviews  this  morning  to  Kiss 
ogee  to  be  brailled  for  you,  Helen.  Both  are  from  the  Scientific 
■v-  eric  an  and  they  are  very  far  apart,  for  one  is  about  a volume 
called  A HISTORY  0^  EDUCATION  IN  ANTIQ’JITY,  the  other  about 

T FORESEEABLE  F TT'TRE,  but  I think  you  will  find  both  interesting. 

Oloomy,  snowy  weather  again  this  morning,  but  the 
bu’s  are  swelling  and  the  starlings  are  building  nests.  Spring  will 


Garden  City,  March  6,  1958 


Darling  C-irla, 


1 was  sorry  to  read  about  Mr.  Ziegler's  death, 
though  everybody  says  that  it  was  a great  release  from 
suffering  for  him.  You  have  lost  a good  friend  and  there 
will  have  to  be  many  changes. 


^irst  of  all,  the  Foundation  must  have  a 
new  president.  I have  no  idea  who  it  will  be,  but  that  is 
their  business,  ^hen,  Helen,  you  must,  have  another  trustee 
to  take  his  place  and  that  is  your  business  and  Folly's 
and  I hope  you  will  both  give  it  serious  thought.  The  only 
person  that  comes  to  my  mind  off  hand  is  Dr.  David  Levy. 

I think  he  would  be  devoted  and  sympathetic  and  most  helpful, 
But  you  may  have  three  or  four  other  people  to  consider/ I 
think  the  new  trustee  should  be  a man  and  should  live  in  the 
East  where  he  will  be  readily  available  in  case  of  need. 

Yesterday  I had  a letter  from  Dick  "ixon 
asking  about  the  two  of  you  and,  as  always,  offering  to 
come  to  you  at  almost  any  time.  I wish  he  was  no+  so  far 
away . 

I shall  be  talking  with  Polly  by  telephone 
before  you  get  this. 


Ky  love  always,  Nella 


GARDEN  CVY,  MARCH  8,  1958 


DARLING  GIRLS, 

I JT'T  WANT  TO  REPEAT  r ' GOOD  NEWS  THAT  I 
GAVE  HOLLY  OVER  'T HE  TELEPHONE  YESTERDAY.  BARBARA  ELLIS 
SAYS  r 'AT  T E OPEN  'OOR  HAS  GONE  IN"0  A THIRD  EDITION  OF 
5,500  COPIES  B INGING  THE  T 0TAL  TO  12,500.  THIS  IS  ; OST 
R®  ARK  ABLE  FOR  A BOOK  THAT  HAS  BEEN  OUT  ONLY  ABOUT  THREE 
MONTHS . 

.Y  BROTHER  ROBERT-- I HAD  A LETTER  FROM  HIM 
YESTERDAY — SENDS  YOU  BOTH  HIS  LOVE.  HE  SPOKE  LONGINGLY  OF 
THE  GOOD  TIMES  WE  HAVE  HAD  TOGETHER  AND  DEFERRED  TO  FOLLY'S 
"MEP^Y  DISPOSITION."  I WAS  HAPPY  TO  EE  ABL'~  r0  TELL  HIM 
T HI S MORNING  THAT  THE  OLD  MEP.RI NESS  IS  BUBBLING  UP  AGAIN. 

BERT  WAS  SO  PLEASED  WITH  YOUR  LAST  LETTER, 
POLLY,  AND  VERY  -OUCKED  THAT  YOU  WERE  MORE  CONCERNED  ABOUT 
HIM  THAN  ABOUT  YOURSELF.  APPARENT LY  HE  HAS  HAD  RAT-  EE  A 
TOUCH  IKE  AN"  I HOPE  FINDS  Ti  K LITTLE  VACATION  IN 
ABERDEENSHIRE  REE'E"  ING. 

I 

KEN  MCCOPMCK,  BARBARA  ’ELLIS,  AND  ELIZABETH 
LAWRENCE  ALL  WANT  "0  BE  RSMB  BREED  r0  YOU  BOTH.  ELIZABETH'S 
HUSBAND  HAS  B^EN  iUITE  ILL  ^0”  "EVERAL  MONTHS  AND  ELIZAE  TH 
HAS  NO"  HAD  AN  EASY  TIME  Or  IT.  NO  ONE  I KNOW  HAS  HAD  AN 
EASY  YEAR. 

I V >5  OLA"  0 BEE  IN  I MORNING'S  " IM^S 
THAT  CHESTER  BOWLES  IS  GOING  TO  R’JN  r0R  'Tuxr  SENATE.  HE  I A 
GOOD  MAN  I THINK  AND  THE  MORE  AC"  IVE  HE  IS  IN  PUBLIC  LX1 
THI  BETTER  FOR  US  ALL*  YO  ! MU  T BOTE  GET  OUT  AND  VOTE  ^OR 
I M . II  !8  MI  h I HAS  A VOTE  IN  CONNECTICUT. 


;-Y  LO'  E ALWAYS  NKLLA 


MARCH,  11,  1958 


DARLING  POLLY, 

IT  GETS  TO  HR  MORE  AND  MORE  WONDERFUL  iO  TALK 
TO  YOU  BECAUSE  EVERY  TIME  YOU  ARE  SO  MUCH  BETTER.  80  MUCH  RETIRE' 

I AM  VERY  SORRY  ABOUT  AMELIA'S  OBJECTION  TO 
DAVID  LEVY  AS  ONE  OF  HELEN'S  TRUSTEES,  BUT  YOU  ARE  NOT  TO 
WORRY  ABOUT  IT.  I ASKED  AMELIA  TO  WRITE  TO  HELEN  AND  HELEN 
CAN  SIMPLY  ANSWER  HSR  TELLING  HER  EXACTLY  HOW  SHE  FEELS.  HELEN'S 
V.0  -D  IS  OUR  LAW  AND  WOE  BETIDE  ANYONE  WHO  FORGETS  IT.  AND  IF 
YOU  AND  HELEN  KANT  DR.  LEVY  I FEEL  THAT  YOU  SHOULD  HAVE  HIM. 

I KNOT  THAT  HE  WILL  GIVE  YOU  LOVE  AND  DEVOTION  IN  FULL  MEASURE 
AND  THAT  HE  WILL  NOT  TRY  TO  DICTATE  TO  YOU,  AS  ALAS,  SOME  OF  THE 
OTHER  TRUSTEES  HAVE.  HE  WILL  SERVE  WITH  T|  E SAME  KIND  OF 
BEAUTIFUL  HUMILITY  THAT  KIT  HAS.  HELEN  CAN  WRITE  TO  AMELIA 
AND  T TEN  SHE  CAN  WRIT  E ONE  OF  HER  BEAUTIFUL  -LETTERS  TO  DR.  LEVY. 

; LEN  CAN  HANDLE  THIS  BIT  "LION  BETTER  THAN  ANY  OF  US,  SO  WE'l  l 
LEAVE  IT  TO  HER. 

ON  SATURDAY  JAKE  BROUGHT  OUT  A COPY  Or  THE 
ALUMNI  MAGAZINE  OF  HIS  COLLEGE,  AUBURN  TECH  IN  AUBU-N,  ALABAMA. 
SOME  YEARS  AGO  THE  COLLEGE  ADMIT  TED  WOMEN  AND  NOW  THEY  HAVE 
L2  DORMITORIES  TOR  WOMEN.  UF  TO  NOW  THEY  HAVE  BEEN  CALLED  BY 
NUMBERS,  BUT  RECENTLY  THEY  DECIDED  TO  NAME  EACH  OF  THEM  AFTER 
AN  ALABAMA  WOMAN  WHO  HAS  "DEMONSTRATED  THE  VITAL  ROLE  OF 
WOMEN  IN  AREAS  OTHER  THAN  TP EIR  TRADITIONAL  FORTE,  THE  HOME." 

I GIVE  YOU  ONE  GUESS  AS  TO  WHO  IS  THE  MOST  DISTINGUISHED  WOMAN 
ON  THE  LIST:  NONE  OTHER  THAN  OUR  HELEN.  AND  UNDER  A VERY  GOOD 
PHOT OGRAFH  OF  HER  THEY  HAVE  THIS:  " HELEN  KELLER*  INSPIRED 
AND  INSPIRING  LIFE  REQUIRES  NO  COMMENTARY.  WE  ARE  HONORED  THAT 
THIS  WOMAN  WHO  BELONGS  TO  ALL  HUMANITY  WAS  FIR~T  AN  ALABA-IAN. 
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I* HO  . IT  TIGHT  OR  HEARING,  St  E HAS  NOT  ONLY  GI  EN  NEW 
VISIONS  qO  THE  FHYSICALLY  HANDICAPFED  BUT  HAS  ALSO 
REVEALED  THE  MORAL  AND  ESTHETIC  BLINDNESS  r HAT  PLAGUE 
MOST  OF  US  WHO  ARE  PHYSICALLY  HOLE  AND  THUS  HAS  INSPIRED 
'JS  TO  LOOK  BEYOND  THE  CLAY  AROUND  OUR  FEET."  NICELY  PUT , 

I THINK. 

OLLY,  IT  YOU  tind  THIS  UIF^ICULT  TO  READ  IT  13 
PARTLY  BECAUSE  OF  MY  UNEVEN  "OUCH  ON  THE  TYPEWRITER.  I 
CAN’T  MAKE  ALL  ' HE  LETTER  Or  THE  SAME  B,',IGHrNESS — IT  IS 
B"CAU  E OF  THIS  OLD  NEURITIC  ARM.  THAT  DOESN'T  ALWAYS  ACT 

the  v;ay  i want  it  to. 

MY  LOT E,  MY  LOVE,  MY  LOVE,  ALWAYS,  TO  YOU  AND 

HELEN, 


'Misf.  Loges:  I should  like  this 
letter  to  reach  Miss  Keller  as 
-soon  as  possible.  Please  keep 
it  confidential  (I  don't  know 
why  I mention  this  now,  for  I 
am  sure  you  alv/giys  do)  and  retu 
the  copy  to  me. 

Sincerely , 


Garden  City,  Mar.  11,  1958 


• Garden  City,  March  11,  1958 

VI  U>M.  -r 

Darling  Helen, 

This  1 s to  be  a very  serious  letter.  In  a way 
I would  much  rather  be  talking  to  you  Instead  of  writing, 
but  perhaps  It  will  be  better  for  you  to  have  what  I am 
about  to  say  under  your  fingers  so  you  can  mull  over  it  and 
talk  with  Polly  about  it. 

I believe  that  it  was  as  far  back  as  when  we 
were  in  Memorial  Hospital  that  we  began  to  discuss  the 
changes  that  would  follow  Mr.  Ziegler's  death--we  knew  then 
that  he  was  on  his  terminal  illness.  There  will  have  to  be 
a new  president  for  the  Foundation — the  board  of  directors 
will  take  care  of  that  and  I hope  they  get  a good  one  who 
will  revivify  the  organization  in  the  way  you  have  longed 
for  for  so  many  years.  Then  there  was  the  matter  of  a new 
trustee  for  you,  and  that  should  be  entirely  in  your  hands 
and  Polly  1 s . 

Up  to  yesterday  I had  thought  there  were 
five  trustees,  counting  Mr.  Ziegler  who  is  no  longer  with 
us.  You  and  Polly  and  I counted  them  up  some  weeks  ago 
when  I was  at  Arcan  Ridge  and  agreed  that  they  were:  Mr. 
Mlgel,  Mr.  Ziegler,  Jimmy  Adams,  Dick  Dixon,  and  Kit.  Now  I 
find  that  there  is  another,  namely  Mr.  Bobst.  Did  you  know 
that?  Amelia  is  sure  you  dld--she  is  the  one  who  told  me 
about  it. 

It  had  been  my  impression  that  the  trustees 
were  selected  in  the  beginning  by  you  and  Teacher  and  later 
by  you  and  Polly  and  that  all  that  was  necesrary  was  for  you 
to  ask  them  to  serve.  I know  that  this  was  true  with  all  of 
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them  except  Mr.  Bobst  and  it  may  have  been  true  of  him  too. 

At  any  rate,  so  far  as  I know  (I  have  never  met  him)  he  is  an 
excellent  trustee  and  I know  that  he  has  been  generous  with 
money  . 

I can't  remember  when  the  name  of  David  Levy  first 

came  up  as  the  possible  successor  of  Mr.  Ziegler  as  a trustee 

I think  it  was  in  the  hospital  and  I know  you  were  pleased  at 
the  thought  as  Polly  was  when  I discussed  it  with  her.  This 
being  the  case,  it  seemed  wise  to  find  out  whether  he  would 
be  willing  to  serve  if  asked  and  Kit  therefore  talked  with 
Adele  and  Adele  talked  with  David.  As  you  know  he  is  a man  who 
takes  the  responsibilities  of  life  very  seriously  and  he  did 
not  give  a quick  answer.  He  spent  the  night  carefully  and 
gravely  considering  what  his  duties  might  be  and  in  the 
morning  told  Adele,  solemnly  and  humbly,  that  he  would  feel 
honored  to  serve  and  would  do  all  he  could  to  help  you  and  Folly. 

I thought  then  that  the  next  step  was  simply  for  you 
to  write  him  one  of  your  beautiful  letters  asking  him  to  be 
one  of  your  trustees,  but  some  inner  voice  told  me  that  it  would 
be  wise  to  call  Amelia.  To  my  great  astonishment  I learned  that 
she  is  very  much  against  Dr.  Levy!  In  fact,  she  thinks  it  would 
be  much  better  not  to  have  axdDHrijcxx  anybody  replace  Mr.  Ziegler. 
She  said  "We  have  been  talking  about  it."  I don't  know  whether 
"we"  refers  to  her  and  Mr.  Migel  or  to  her  and  Mr.  Migel  and 
Jimmy  or  to  someone  else.  The  reason  she  gave  me  was  that  the 
more  trustees  you  have,  the  harder  it  is  to  get  things  done.  I 
don't  think  this  is  true,  where  the  number  is  six,  but  I asked 
her  to  write  you  herself  to  tell  you  how  she  felt.  I think 
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direct  communication  18  always  better  than  receiving  something 
at  second  hand. 

One  of  the  sadnesses  that  has  dogged  you  all  your  life 
is  the  possessiveness  that  has  attacked  so  many  of  the  people 
who  have  come  near  you  (how  Teacher  suffered  from  thisl)  and 
I am  afraid  that  this  is  at  work  now.  It  seems  to  me  that 
"we,"  whoever  they  are,  are  inclined  to  want  you  and  Folly 
under  their  dictatorship--no  new  story;  and  that  they  are 
afraid  that  David's  presence  on  the  board  of  trustees  would 
interfere  with  this.  I think  it  would.  Just  as  Kit's  and 
Dick  Dixon's  presence  interferes  with  it.  I told  Amelia  that 
my  platform  on  this  as  on  everything  else  was  to  get  what  you 
and  Polly  want  (not  what  she  wants,-  not  what  I want,  not  what 
anybody  else  wants,  but  alway s what  you  and  Folly  want.)  And 
if  you  still  want  David  Levy  (and  I think  you  do)  you'll  have 
to  stand  up  to  Amelia.  How  distressing  it  is  that  things  like 
this  come  up  when  we  have  so  much  else  on  our  minds'.  I will 
talk  with  Folly  about  it  over  the  phone  and  you  must  talk  with 
her  too  when  she  is  at  her  best  and  freshest.  She  seems  to  me 
to  be  showing  steady  improvement--more  and  more  like  herself 
every  time  I talk  with  her.  How  I wish,  wish,  wish  I could  do 
more  for  the  two  of  you--with  my  great  love  always,  Nella 


Garden  City, 


arch  II,  1958 


rarllng  ftelen. 

This  is  to  be  a very  serious  letter.  In  a way 
I would  much  rather  be  talking  to  you  instead  of  writing, 
but  perhaps  it  will  b^  better  for  you  to  bave  what  I am 
» boo t to  say  under  your  fingers  so  you  can  mull  over  it  and 
talk  with  oily  about  it. 

I believe  that  it  was  as  far  back,  as  v an  we 
were  in  Memorial  hospital  that  we  began  to  disc  ibs  the 
changes  trot,  would  follow  I'r.  Ziegler's  death — wc-  knew  then 
that  he  was  on  is  terminal  illness.  Ihare  will  have  to  be 
a new  president  for  the  T'oindstlon — the  board  of  directors 
will  take  care  of  that  and  I hope  they  get  a good  one  who 
will  revivify  the  organization  in  the  way  you  have  Longed 
for  for  so  many  years.  Then  there  was  the  matter  of  a new 
trustee  for  you,  and  that  should  be  entirely  in  your  hands 
and  oily ' s. 

'Tp  to  yesterday  I had  thought  there  were 
five  trustees,  coun'  ing  hr.  Ziegler  who  ir  no  longer  with 
us.  You  and  oily  and  I counted  them  up  some  weeks  ago 
when  I was  at  Arcan  Ridge  and  agreed  that  t:  ey  were:  hr. 

lgel,  fr.  Ziegler,  Jimmy  Adams,  nick  Dixon,  and  Kit.  Now  I 
find  that,  t ere  is  another,  namely  Hr.  Bobst.  Did  you  know 
that?  Amelia  Is  -sure  you  did — s e is  ti  e one  who  tol  ’ me 
about  it. 

It  had  baen  cy  impr  sslon  t ' at  the  trustees 
were  selected  in  tie  beginning  by  you  on  loacher  ard  tr 
by  you  and  Polly  and  t at  all  that  was  neces  ary  was  for  you 
to  ask  i-  em  to  serve.  I ;.now  1 ?t  t is  was  true  vlti  ril  o 


them  •xc-'i  t r.  Bobst  and  It  ray  have  been  true  of  him  too. 

At  eny  rate,  so  far  as  I now  (I  have  never  net  lirj  he  la  an 
excellent  trustee  ar,d  I know  t --<t  he  fas  been  generous  with 
money  . 

I can't  re  ember  wren  the  name  of  Davit  levy  first 
came  up  ae  1 »libl«  successor  of  Hr*  Ziegler  aa  a if  - ee— 

I t ink  l4  was  in  4 -,e  hospital  and  I know  you  were  pleased  at 
the  V ought  as  oily  was  wl  an  I discussed  It  with  her.  Ms 
be  in,-  'a  case,  it  seemed  wire  to  fin  t out  w et  r he  would 
be  willing  to  serve  if  asked  and  ..It  therefore  talked  with. 

Adele  arb  »dele  tslkod  wit  "avid.  As  you  know  he  Is  a nan  wo 
takes  the  res: onaiblllt ies  of  life  very  seriously  an*  he  did 
no4  pi "e  a quick  answer.  e spent  the  night  carefully  and 
gravely  considering  what  hi°  duties  might  be  and  in  the 
ornlng  tol 1 Adele,  solemnly  and  humbly,  t -■  t \ r would  feel 
honored  to  serve  and  would  do  all  he  could  to  help  you  and  ol  y. 

I thought  then  that  t e next,  step  was  simply  for  you 
to  write  him  one  of  your  beautiful  letters  asking  him  to  be 
one  of  your  trustees,  but  some  Inner  voice  told  me  t at  it  wouid 
be  wise  to  call  Amelia.  ro  my  great,  astonishment  I learned  ‘hat. 
sr  e is  very  much  acalnst  nr.  evyi  In  fact,  s e \ Inks  1*  would 
be  uc  better  not  to  have  xxdcaJtyxx  anybody  re  lace  . r.  legier. 
-he  said  "Ve  have  been  talking  about  It."  I don't  know  whet  er 
"we"  refers  to  her  and  hr.  ; lgel  or  to  er  an’  r.  I igel  and 
J1  y or  to  so  eone  else,  he  reason  sh  gave  me  was  t at  tie 
more  trustees  you  have,  the  harder  It  la  to  get  things  done.  1 
don't  t ink  this  Is  true,  where  t're  number  is  six,  but  I as  ed 
her  to  write  you  herself  to  tell  you  ho'  ehe  felt.  I think 
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Urect  eomaunl cation  la  always  bat  tar  than  racolvlng  aonati  lng 
«t  second  hand. 

Z)n.i  of  1 e sadnesses  thftt  has  dogged  you  ail  your  life 
Is  the  possesslveness  f at  has  attacked  so  many  of  1 e 
>io  nave  come  near  you  (how  leacher  Buffered  from  t lsi)  and 
I am  afraid  that  this  la  at  work  now.  It  seems  to  is  that 
"w0»  whoever  trey  are,  are  Inclined  to  want  -you  and  .oily 
under  4 elr  Uctetorshlp — no  new  story;  an’  i • t t ey  are 
afrai^  t at  avid's  presence  on  the  board  of  trustees  would 
Interfere  with  this.  I think  It  would.  Just  as  It's  and 
rick  ixon's  presence  Interferes  with  It.  1 told  At olla  that 
y rlatforr;  on  ' is  as  on  everything  else  wa3  to  get  what  you 
and  oily  want  (not  what  she  wants,  not  what  I want,  not.  what 
anybody  else  wants,  but  always  what  you  and  oily  want.)  And 
If  you  still  want  David  i evy  (an  I think  you  do ) y u'll  have 
t.o  stand  up  to  Amelia,  ov  distressing  It  is  t at  things  like 
‘his  come  up  when  we  have  so  much  sire  on  our  minds'.  I will 
tnlk  with  oily  about  it  over  the  phone  and  you  tr.u f t talk  with 
r ®r  too  v en  s e is  at  her  best  and  freshest,  he  seams  to  me 
• o be  showing  steady  improvement— more  and  more  ilka  herself 
a- ery  time  I t 11.  vlt  her.  How  I lo.  , wi  r h , v.'i  ■ I could  do 
more  for  t e two  of  you— with  my  great  love  always,  .Neils, 


KA-wH  13,  1.-58 


DAP  ING  GI'LS, 

Y I LUNCH  WITH  ETHEL  AMD  AMS. 

ir  lactgn  ..  r frcl  win  i g ’•  o i fri  up  o*  ' • ' 3 

SISTER  SALLY.  IT  WAS  VERY  rL FAS AMT  AMD  WE  CALKED  A LOT 

I D Y . < V 

APART!  PNT  B *IL  ING  V>  ERE  FT  FL  AND  EDDIE  HA1  F c ~N'  H 

LAST  F FW  NINTHS  13  TO  B~  TO*N  TX)V  N AND  REPLACED  EY  A MUCH 
LARGER  JTRJC'  I.  HO  ING  I LK  II  ISM  COM.  F^HEL  HAD 

SEVERAL  OF  EDDIE’S  BEAUTIFUL  0®CHIT'S  IM  A VASE.  HI  WILL  SB 
r ■ OHS*  HELEN.  0 YOU  ASK  AB  ; DBOHH  . 

IN  E T ING  G CHIPS  : " I ABE  A 8TU  Y OF  IRKS. 

Y tJ  ILL  E IN':FP'-3'"D  C NO  k t RFCO  'ING 
BLZ1  XHC.  IS  I ::  TING  I'  1'  i , 

x , ISCS.  IT  IS  A S FCHNICAL  BOOK  AN  HE  BI.IHD 
0 R AD  IT,  I : : :i NO , i:  . o F ’■  * T 

SERIOUSLY  INTERESTED  IN  ELECTRONICS. 

I NO'  IC FT)  IN  ' HF  SATURDAY  -^IFV’  'T  7 ROBERT 
I IS  AN  OK,  I T'N  IN  COLLABORATION  WITH  A 

WI  LIAM  0.  rOLLAPD.  IT  I CALLED  "7  F HFF'RFW  ILIAD"  * D I 
"•  • • :•••••  IuT?  "TH  TEXT,  A TRANSLATION  OF  LAROt 

BLO  I.  . " o , ■ , ING3,  1 

• u , i : i . IBLl  Z 

: N I BY  • , AN  ATOMIC  Cl  Y I T ••  N*  I AL 

Y • ’ ■ 3 •:  T F’  001 ZONS  001  CVS  AN 

A.  T IC  13  nFAL'T  WITH  IN  "HF  INTRODUCTION...  h 

A FRlnL  ADDS  TO  ITS  OWN  VIVIDNESS."  I THINK 
WE  MUST  TAKE  A LOOK  AT  THIS  BOOK  ONF  OF  THESE  HAYS. 


I THINK  I AVE  NOT  "OLD  YO U r- AT  KY  BROTHER  CBERT 

ON'  Y ? NI NODLA  FOOD  AND  WIRE  SOCIETY. 

11  If  I Ml  •D  TO  AO  iS"S  A a"  L > RAT  A r. " -IN.:  IN 

FRSLCH.  ROBF'T  I -RCRFTARY.  he  IS  NOV.  IN  I OCICO  Cl  Y 
ON  A LITTLE  VACATION— 8AYS  THAI  I S . AY  COM  IS  YEAR 

AND  IF  NOT  CERTAINLY  NEXT  YEAR.  WHENEVER  IT  IS  WE 

O’  ii  YORK’S  FINEST  RESTAURANTS 
■ .NT)  O'  S A OOURI’  -vT’  3 SINNER. 

IN  ■ ■ . I 'V:  I ING  ■ - 

X YES*  TREY  ARE  NOT  AS  GOOD  AS  I ' r I:.  ' 

BUT  TfFN  NO  OTHER  PA**'T  OF  ME  IS  El  . I NO"  EX}  EC TI NO 

A BA*'  REPORT,  EOT  I C HE  CAN  01  v®  ME  SOME  DHC 
1 IE  I TCI  ING.  I FEEL  U'Uf  ID  GOING  0 P”  l "O. 

•■NCOM  ■ AGED  A BCD'  YCITG,  OI  LY. 

I AM  SO  GLAD  f,l  T FVEI.YN  ILL  B“’  BACK  NF  1 ."UK. 

; I ' IOC’  , : ’ I ' Y . . 

Y DO*  , MY  LO'  Et  !'  Y LO  3, 


N "LI.  A 


Ill  'lfth  3t. , Garden  City,  New  York 

[•arch  1A,  1953 


Dear  t en: 


ror  the  record:  horaas  Y.  Crowell  has  as  :ed 

Catherine  Owens  'ears  to  write  a biography  of  Helen 
for  Junior  High  School  readers.  She  says  t)~at  she  has 
written  15  biographies  for  children  and  young  people 
and  an  adult  biography  of  Villiam  T- enn  w^ich  Lippln- 
cott  published  early  iRst  year.  She  wanted  an  Interview 
with  Helen.  Helen  refused  and  I 1 hlnk  would  have 
refused  even  If  her  home  situation  had  been  normal. 
Counting  the  on~s  we  '^now  about  and  others  that  we 
may  not  have  heard  of,  1958  might  bring  in  quli e a 
harvest  of  Helen  heller  books. 

All  good  wishes, 


Kr.  en  McCormick 
'^oubleday  *•  Co. 
575  i afiison  Ave. 
hew  York  22 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St., 
March  15,  1953 


Garden  City,  Now  York 


Dear  Miss  Peare: 

In  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Seide, 
now  on  vacation,  iss  lelen  Keller  has  asked 
ore  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  March  8.  Because 
of  the  illness  of  i lss  oily  Thomson  who  has 
been  her  companion  for  more  than  forty  years, 

Mias  Keller  has  cancelled  all  engagements  for 
an  In  efinite  period  of  time.  (Please  t reat 
this  information  ns  confidential;  the  flood  of 
letters  and  messages  that  would  follow  a public 
announcement  would  greatly  increase  the  labor 
in  an  already  over-burdened  house). old.) 

I might  as  well  be  frank  with  you: 

Miss  i.eller  is  totally  uninterested  in  any 
writing  about  herself  and  I think  would  be  un- 
likely to  grant  you  an  Interview  even  if  her 
situation  at  home  were  normal.  ; er  life  since 
childhood  has  Keen  so  well  documented  hy  herself 
and  others  that  she  has  nothing  new  to  add  and  she 
is  very  tired  of  going  over  and  over  the  same  ground. 
You  would  fin1  the  exhibits  and  apers  at  the 
American  foundation  for  the  Blind  useful. 

Fid  you  know  tiat  two  teen-age 
biogra-hies  of  I iss  seller  have  recently  been 
published  in  England.  One  of  these,  quite  mediocre, 
is  to  appear  in  this  country  before  long.  I am 
not  sure  about  the  other  which  is  not  only  mediocre 
hut  has  violated  some  of  Miss  aller's  copyrighted 
work  and  also  the  copyright  of  my  book  about  her 
teacher,  the  late  Anne  Sullivan  Macy.  Miss  Keller 
and  I have  protested  to  the  British  publishers  about 
this  one.  ""here  Is  a thlr  hook  due  before  long, 
but  this  I believe  is  for  younger  children.  There 
may  be  others — we  generally  learn  about  them  after 
t ey  are  in  print . 

ter y sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  I enney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


iss  Catherine  Ovtens  "care 
295  St.  John's  lr.ce 
Ereoklyn  33,  New  vQrk 


N 

GARDEN  CITY 
MARCH  18,  1958 


DA55,  ING  GIRLS, 

I AM  GFIiVING  THIS  KO'NING  BECAUSE  OF 
^OB  :/'T  * DIFFER*  3 DEATH  ANr  I NOV  1 H YOU  A E TOO. 

IT  IS  i Ei^FBCILY  WONDERFUL,  FOU.Y,  ? H \T  YOU  WROTE  rO 
MATILDE,  SHE  WILL  CHERISH  THE  LETTER  ALV AY 8 . 

AN  ILLUSTRA’l  rD  MAGAZINE  IN  GERMANY 
V.KIC  IS  ABOUT  TO  PUBLISH  AN  ARTICLE  ON  HELEN  WROTE 

0 KEN  *0°  PICTURES.  RE  ASKED  ME  IF  IT  VAS  ALL  RIGHT 
AND  I SAID  YES.  MAGAZINE  ’.ILL  PAX  TOR  i HE  PICTURES 
AND  ALSO  I BELIEVE  FOR  SOME  8XCERPT8  FROM  THE  OPEN  DOOR. 

YE3r  ERDAY  I VAS  IN  NSW  YORK  AND  A VERY 
• 01. y ] oE  IT.  WAS  W I T H THE  ST.  PATRICK'S  PAY  PARADE, 

6rTT  I SAW  TWO  OL-’  FRIENDS  AND  HAD  FUN.  I WENT  TO  THE 
:1a- YARD  CLUB  IN  rr:  E AFTERNOON  TO  MEET  ONE  OF  II  FRIENDS. 
IT  WAS  SAM'S  DAY  OFF,  BU"  MAY  VAS  VERY  GLAD  TO  SEE  ME, 
PARTICULARLY  B LA  • E SHE  WANTED  TO  KNOW  HOW  YOU  BOTH 
WERE.  I WAS  GLA"  r 0 GIVE  HER  A GOOD  REPORT.  Si  SAID  SHE 
HAD  KISSED  'JS. 

I SEE  TH ■ T CLAU  E BOV ERS  HAS  A NEW  BOOK 
OUT,  CHILD  THROUGH  EMBASSY  WINDOWS.  IT  HAS  HAD  EXCELLENT 
D^VIRWS  AND  WE'D  PROBABLY  1 All  A LOOK  AT  IT.  I 

F:  API  EVE  YOU  MET  HIM  IN  C!  ILE — OR  v AS  IT  SOMEWHERE  ELSE? 

YOU  ARE  BOTH  IN  MY  HEART  ALL  1 TIME. 

1 LOVE  YOU. 


NELLA 


GARDEN  CITY 
MARCH  18,  1958 


PA"  XNG  GIRLS, 

I AM  GRI  EVING  THIS  MO' NING  BECA  J3E  OF 
FOB'  FSXFI  SR*  I SCATS  AN  I NO'  M B 10D  A B r 00. 

IT  13  PERT  S WONDERFUL,  TOLLY f THAT  YOU  VMR  0 
MATSUOS.  SHE  WILL  CBZRI8H  TK*  LETTER  ALWAYS. 

A!  ILLU8TRAT  rt>  MAGAZINE  IN  GERMANY 
Wr.IC!  IS  ABOUT  TO  PUBLISH  AN  ARTICLE  ON  HELEN  WROTE 
10  KEN  FOR  PICTURES.  ' SKF.D  ME  X?  I WAS  ALL  RXOSI 
AND  I SAID  Y"  5.  71  " MAGAZINE  KILL  PAY  FOR  THE  r XC  ' 'E8 

AND  ALSO  I BUSTS  FOR  SOM DtOSRTTS  FROM  ICS  OFSH  DOOM* 

YESTERDAY  I WAS  IN  NEW  YORK  AND  A VERY 
NOISY  PLACE  IT  WAS  WITH  T!  S . fRIO  1 3 'E, 

BUT  I SAW  TWO  OLD  FRIENDS  AND  HAD  FUN.  I WSftf  TO  THE 
HARVARD  CLUB  IN  E AFTERNOON  TO  MEET  ONE  OF  TH  F FRIENDS. 
IT  WAS  SAM'S  DAY  OFF,  SOT  MAY  WAS  VERY  GLAD  TO  SEE  ME, 

: AFTICULARLY  P CA  E SHE  WAN  ED  n0  KNOv  HOW  YOU  HO  H 
were.  I WAS  OUD  TO  OXTB  HSR  A GOOF  R^O'T.  ~'I~  -h* 
HAD  KI  SED  JS. 

I BEE  TH  T CLAUDS  30 VERB  HAS  A NEW  BOOK 
OUT,  CHILE  1 BROUGH  SHBA38Y  WINDOWS.  IT  HAS  HAD  EXCELLENT 
TOUTS  AND  vf'D  ROBAB  AKE  A LOOK  AT  XT.  1 

BELXEVF  YOU  MET  HIM  IN  Cl  1LE-- OR  WAS  IT  SOMEWHERE  ELSE; 

YOU  ARE  BOTH  IN  MY  HEART  ALL  ,.Hr*  TI'YE. 

I LOVE  YOU. 


NELLA 


Ill  Fifth  It.,  Garden  City,  New  York. 

March  19,  1958 


Dear  Isabel  and  Bert, 


I hope  you  found  your  vacation 
restful  In  every  way.  hlngs  seem  to  be  going  as 
well  as  could  be  exp  cted  at  Arcan  Ridge,  though  of 
course  progress  Is  not  as  rapid  as  we  would  like. 
Mrs.  3eide  is  back  from  her  vacation  and  this  is  a 
comfort  to  everybody;  we  all  lean  on  her,  she  Is 
very  gentle  with  Helen  and  Tolly,  she  has  a great 
deal  of  common  sense,  and  gets  along  well  with  all 
sorts  of  people. 


There  Is  one  thing,  Bert,  t.vt 
has  been  on  my  mind  for  a long  time.  Some  one  ought 
to  write  a sketch  or'  oily’s  Ilfe--she  would  never 
do  It  herself,  I think  would  not  even  particularly 
like  to  lave  It  'one,  but  her  position  in  t • \ p]  J 
is  such  th^t  she  will  be  written  about  in  time  to  come 
and  there  ought  to  be  an  authoritative  source  for  her 
life  bsfors  si  ea  i to  the  United  States.  I t you 
are  tie  one  to  'o  lt--not  a very  long  manuscript,  but 
enough  to  give  something  about  her  ancestry,  her 
childhood  and  youth,  the  dates  of  birth  and  deat  or 
her  mother  and  father  and  brother,  the  dates  for 
t e birth  of  t ■ e rest  of  you,  somet’  Ing  about  t er 
-.other’s  struggle  after  your  father’s  death  (11  u°t 
have  been  heroic),  your  education,  the  date  of  your 
ordilnlng,  revealing  anecdotes,  etc.,  etc.  Helen’s 
a;  era  will  eventually  go  to  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
a story  of  oily’s  background  and  early  life  ought  1 0 
be  with  them,  .‘ho  could  do  it,  so  v'ell  as  you?  It  would 
be  a genuine  and  valuable  contribution  to  the  a-rent 
saga. 


he  have  had  a severe  and  trying 
winter.  Snow  is  still  on  the  ground  in  patches, 
but  crocuses  are  in  bloom  and  the  migrant  birds 
re  coming  up  from  tve  south.  I think  clear  went  ^r, 
warmth,  and  sunshine  will  speed  up  Folly's  recovery. 
3o  much  of  t e time  she  and  : elen  have  been  house- 
bound . 

And  I hope  your  weather  is 

improving  too. 


ff  ect  ion.ately  always, 


\ 


iss  Loges--Please  transcribe 
the  articles  in  the  order  they 
are  numbered  and  send  them  to 
hiss  eiler  one  at  a time  as  you 
finish  them.  They  go  on  her 
bill,  the  letter  of  course  on 
mine.  I. any  thanks. 


Garden  City,  bar.  19,  1958 


Garden  City,  rch  19 , 1953 


arllng  i-elen, 


I know  you  have  a great  deal  on  your  mind 
— I wish  It  were  otherwise — but  I am  sending  l<s  lores 
today  four  scientific  articles  which  she  will  transcribe  ^or 
you  as  she  finds  time. 

I wonder  if  it  would  be  helpful  + o you  to 
have  blliips  come  north  for  a little  v.-lle.  Fe  cou^d 
speak  to  the  ^r^slees  with  authority  an-’  I am  sure  that 
^ would  want  things  arranged  in  accordance  with  yours  and 
lo.Lly  s wishes.  Of  course  you  and  “'oily  can  speak  with 
authority  too,  hut  it  might  he  easier  to  have  hiLllps. 

I .<.now  t : a t r.e  will  come  If  he  Is  well  enough.  i*iaybe  the 
tangle,  if  there  is  a tangle,  will  straighten  Itself  out. 

It  does  seem  to  mo  that  It  would  be  wise  to  have  a meeting 
of  all  the  trustees.  Dick  thinks  so  and  is  readv  to  come  at 
any  time,  lit  will  be  leaving  for  Cleveland  with  her  clay 
towards  the  end  of  the  month,  but  she  could  always  send 
Gertrude  Macy  as  her  representative. 

It  weighs  on  my  heart  that  you  and  Folly  are 
burdened  with  t o” Behold  frets  and  no  many  o’  er  problems. 

I wist  I could  hej.p,  but.  I don*t  see  how.  If  you  do,  you  mu9t 
let  me  know. 

'■  y love  always  to  you  and  oily, 


Nella 


Garden  City,  March  19 , 1958 


Darling  helen, 


—I  »lsh  it  were^otherwlse--but  f"-*  dea?-  your  mlM 

today  four  scientific  articles 
you  as  she  finds  time. 


J L LUX  UU 

am  sending  Miss  Loges 
which  she  will  transcribe 


for 


have  Phillips  JoTTorthTfoJ  Tuttle  whll^V0  y°u  t0 
speak  to  the  trustees  with  auteorUv  ana  He  couW 

pTrTsMsSes!h0fScou%enfou  ^/S^°[dance  ““"yourTana 

iTtli  S?. 

of  all  the  trustees.  Dick  thinkf  so  anaeis°reaT  ? meetln£ 
anv  time  ki  t ui n v i . „s  is  ready  to  come  at 

atea* 

?ssi  s-izv 

let  me  know.  P’  1 1 d 1 See  how‘  If  y°u  do . you  must 


My  love  always  to  you  and  Polly, 


Nella 


I 

Precious  Helen,  I am  Having 
my  letters  to  Polly  transcribed 
for  you,  since  they  are  meant 
for  you  as  much  as  for  her. 
After  ve  get  back  from  Ohio 
I vant  to  come  up  and  spend  a 
day  at  Arcan  Ridge.  I long  to 
see  you  both.  My  love  forever. 


Nella 


GAR!'! "I-  Cl  y , I.  A CH  23,  1950 


DAR'  I NO  POLLY, 

I -1  AW  J ?ST  FINIS  ED  READING  TH"  NEW  YOR 
TIKES  BOOK  REVIEW  AND  I'i  MADE  ME  'THINK  OF  r H"  LA  NY,  14  A NY 
IM-  WE  HAVE  CALLED  EACH  OTHER  ON  SUN  AY  AFTERNOONS  TO 
TALK  ABOUT  IT. 

'HIS  AFTERNOON  WE  WOULD  BE  TALKING  ABOUT 
JOB  AND  MODES.  LE  BON  ' r-  ME  GOING  • G<  '0  IB.  • 

IN  A VE,'Y  INTERESTING  WAY,  NO-  RE  IGIOUS,  BU’  SERIOUS. 
ARCHIBALD  MACLEISH  HAS  WRITTEN  A ? OEM  ABOUT  JOB,  CALL  D 
J.B.tv  ••  ••'•IEW8  HAVE  BJ!  ' XHY  GOOD.  MAGL  SIS  IS  A FRIEND 
0^  VAN  VYCK 1 S AND  I NO'  YOU  AND  HELEN  HAVE  WET  MK 
SEVERAL  IMES. 

THE  BOOK  ON  MOSES  IS  BY  HOWARD  FAST,  ONCE 
A COMM’  I , U7  NO'  ~ 3 

ARE  IN  THE  NO"  ANY  MORE  GROUP.  I NEVER  THOUGHT  FAS' 

A GOOD  WRITER  AND  THIS  ONE  WE  SHAN’T  HAVE  TO  BOTHER  WITH. 
BUT  I DID  READ  WITH  GREAT  PLEASURE  CHRISTOPHER  FRY’S 
BOOK  ABOUT  MOSES,  THE  FIRSTBORN,  * ONE  THAT  KIT  IS  GOING 
TO  ACT  IN.  SH"  ' >V:  ES  T h PART  Of  THE  MOTHER  OF  MOSES  AND 
THIS  SEEMS  TO  ME  THE  BEST  LAT;T  IN  " Hr  PLAY.  HOSES  IS  SUCH 
A VERY  GREAT  LAN  TIL''*  IT  TAKES  A MICHELANGELO  0 PORTRAY 
HIM.  G RI8T0  FRY  IS  GOOD,  IT  GOOD.  YOU 

HELEN  WILL  SEE  THE  FLAY  AND  I HOPE  TO  BE  WITH  YOU,  BUT  I 
AK  Ar  RAI D IT  WILL  NOT  REACH  NEW  YORK  UNTIL  AFTER  WE  HA’  E 
GO  NT-  ^0  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

KEITH  IS  GETTING  "ICKETS  FOR  OHIO  TODAY. 

WE  EXPECT  TO  LEAVE  HERE  SATURDAY  EVENING  ANr  RET  U-N  T TEaDAY 
. WE  HAVE  BEEN  TRYING  r0  GET  TI  RK  PER  SINC 


TO  DM  NO 


KEITH'S  MOTT  ' DEATH  LAST  J’JLY  AMD  THIS  TIME  I THINK  Vl'LL 
MAr' -r  IT.  TH  v7  \ I A LOT  rO  ~0  IN  CONNECTION  VITH  Tr  * SETTLE-IEHT 
ESTATE  AND  IT  HASN’T  BEEN  FAIR  "0  LET  HIS  tXSCTM  CARRY 
It  VIOL1'  BURP  EM. 

FOX  S.  A RO'  S AND  SO  NO  Sf  ARROWS  ARE  SINGING  THIS 
MOANING  AN’'  "KT  CARDINALS  ARE  WHISTLING.  SF’  ING  CAN'T  BE 
' AR  OFF  ANT  V "N  I”  REALLY  GETS  HF  E I HOPE  WE'LL  BE  ON 
THE  Orf  ER  SIDE  OF  THIS  HELl.  TT  AT  WE  ARE  GOING  THROUGH. 

WE'LL  GET  THRO  GH  IT,  FOLLY.  VE'VE  EDEN  THROUGH  OTHER  HELLS 
HTC'E  NOW  AND  WE'VE  ALWAYS  COME  OUT  ON  Or. 

,!Y  *.0  E ALWA'  S AND  ALWAYS  TO  YOU  AND  HELEN, 


N"LLA 


*11  F if  th  St..,  Garden  City,  New  York 
March  27,  19  58 


Dear  Miss  Fearce: 

Ihls  In  haste,  but  I want  you  to  get  It 
before  Tuesday.  Many  of  your  questions  will  be  automatically 
answered  at  the  A^B.  One  of  the  busts  that  Jo  Davidson 
:ade,  the  one  that  most  people  prefer,  is  there.  Ask  Miss 
Lende  for  the  sheet  of  photographs  of  Miss  Keller's  hands  In 
the  various  positions  of  the  manual  alphabet;  you  can 
easily  learn  it  from  this  or  from  the  diagrams  in  a 
dictionary  or  an  encyclopedia — most  people  learn  it  this 
way  and  it  takes  only  a little  while,  though  of  course  it 
takes  time  'O  build  up  speed.  Miss  Lende  will  also  be  your 
best  source  on  the  present  status  of  the  work  with  the 
deaf,  the  blind,  and  the  deaf-blind. 

The  Perkins  Institute,  now  I believe  at 
Watertown,  Mass,  is  the  best  place  in  this  country,  perhaps 
the  best  in  the  world,  at  which  to  observe  the  deaf-blind 
under  instruction;  I think  you  would  find  a visit  most 
rewarding. 


Ihe  Wright -Kumason  Oral  School  no  longer 
exists.  I don't  know  about  the  Horace  Mann  rchool  for  the 
Deaf  in  Boston,  dhe  Lexington  Ave.  School  for  the  Deaf  here 
in  New  York  is  a very  fine  institution,  but  it  cares  only  for 
the  deaf  and  the  problem  is  very  different  when  the  pupil  is 
also  blind. 

Miss  teller's  birthplace  is  still  in 
existence;  has  been  made  into  a shrine,  and  the  AFB  can  give 
you  full  information.  The  Wrentham  farmhouse  was  bought  by 
Jordan  Marsh  and  made  into  a sort  of  rest  home.  So  far  as  I 
know  it  is  still  there.  The  Forest  Kills  house  was  was  still 
standing  some  twelve  years  ago,  but  the  neighborhood  has 
so  changed  that  it  has  almost  nothing  to  offer  in  the  way  of 
showing  what  it  was  like  when  Miss  Keller  and  Mrs.  Macy  lived 
there.  I don't  know  about  Pelnn  Breagh.  I think  the  Cambridge 
School  for  Young  Ladies  vanished  long  ago. 

r:  he  AFB  may  have  biographical  information  on 
John  lacy;  otherwise  I think  your  best  source  will  be  the 
obituaries  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  August,  1932.  Kiss 
Keller  was  not  the  cause  of  the  separation  except  possibly  in 
a very  remote  way. 

Robert.  Pfeiffer  1led  about  a week  ago.  Mr. 
Chamberlin  is  dead.  Kiss  Keller  has  a brother  hlllips  living 
in  Dallas,  Texas,  a sister  1 ildred  living  in  Montgomery,  Alabama. 
I am  sorry  but  I do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  give  you  any  of  tf  ese 
addresses . 


So  far  as  I know  Van  Wyck  Brooks  Is  not  related  to 
Bishop  Brooks,  but  you  would  have  to  ask  him. 

In  i;iss  Keller's  book  MIDSlRt^AK  you  will  find 
Information  about  John  Hltz  and  about  the  vaudeville 
act.  "he  Volta  Bureau  In  Washington,  D.C.,  Is  an 
excellent  source  of  material  on  Kr.  Hltz  and  Dr. 

Alexander  Graham  Bell. 

I would  say  that  i-lss  Keller  eats  like  anyone  else.  The 
food  1 3 cut  cut  into  bite-size  pieces  for  her  (meat,  etc,) 
and  after  that  she  manages  with  such  skill  that  one  Is 
scarcely  conscious  of  her  blindness. 

I hope  to  have  a little  more  freedom  towards  the  end  of 
next  week. 


In  haste,  as  I said  before — and  with  all  good 

wishes , 


Kiss  Catherine  Pearce 
295  St.  John's  Place 
Brooklyn  33 
New  York 


MARCH  27,  1958 


DARLING  10LLY, 

TA  ili/m  ELLIS  HAS  SENT  ME  ANOTHER  SMALL  BATCH  OF 
RmW8  ^ THI  0M"  D°0R  *»  ! «'  MAILXH8  B ...  A1  OR  ■:  0 , „ 

^OOES.  MRS.  MILLER  OR  MRS.  CORBBLY  NIL!  REAL  THEM  TO  YOU  WHEN 

““  f“AC*  AR°  ' ',IPGE-  IT  1 **'<  R UM»  AH  • •:  *U 

BOOK  IS  STILL  BEING  REVIEWED  FOUR  MONTHS  AFTER  PUBLICATION . 
USUALLY  ALL  REVIEWING  IS  DONE  WITH  IN  ABOUT  A MONTI  . 

I TALKED  WITH  ETHEL  A LITTLE  WHILE  AGO.  SHE 

HAD  JUST  FINISHED  TALKING  WITH  NATII  OF  q,vu 

n SHE  SAYS  iu  a tilde  is 

"'OING  WONDERFULLY  WELL,  BUT  IS  OH  CC  Rncv  VT,U  , . 

> ■ as  un,  .X  BUSY  WITH  '•  h '■■<'.  LETTERS 

iAf3  10  ANSWER  AND  ALSO  WITH  TAKING  CARR  OF  THE  ESTATE. 

TH’J  00  b51SKS  r°  t'E-AND  THAT  ALL  THE  SAD  BUSINESS  ABOUT 

IHHERITANOS  tax,  ETC,  F k&  TO  BE  TAI  EN  G RE  0^  AT  ONCE.  BUT  VE 
KNOW  TI-AT  KATILDE  WILL  BE  EQUAL  TO  WHATEVER  BURDENS  SHE  HAS  TO 

bvar,  just  A3  YOU  are  folly, 

as  SOON  AS  KEITH  AU-  I GET  BACK  FROL  OHIO  I 
SHALL  CALL  YOU  TO  FIND  OUT  VKRN  IT  WILL  ST  CONVENIENT  FOR 
me  TO  COME  UP  AND  SPEND  A PAY  WITH  YOU  AND  HELEN.  I SHALL  WANT 
"0  HEAR  ALL  ABOUT  YOUR  VIFIT  WITH  FLAGSTAD  AND  'HE  CHRISTOPHER 
FRYS.  WHAT  A WONDERFUL,  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  YOU  AND  HELEN! 

KY  LOVE  GOES  WXTH  THIS  AND  FINDS  MY  LOVE 

Al. READY  THERE, 


Garden  City,  Karch  27,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 

Don't  you  think  that  perhaps  the  time  has 
come  w en  It  might,  be  a good  Idea  for  you  lo  write  out  a 
manifesto  of  wh  t you  think  the  foundations  should  be  and 
do/  voma  time  w'ithin  the  fairly  near  future  ihey  will  be 
choosing  a successor  *o  ;;r.  Ziegler  and  I think  whoever  is 
elected  to  the  position  would  like  your  thoughts  on  the 
measures  that  should  he  taken  to  give  new  inspiration  to 
the  work.  You  have  spoken  many  times  of  your  longing  for 
revivification  th°re.  1 asn' t the  time  come  **or  you  +o 
apeak  out  in  a carefully  wrought  memorandum  to  t e trustees? 

As  soon  as  Zelth  and  I get  back  from  Ohio, 
which  will  pro’.abiy  be  next  Tuesday,  I will  call  to  find 
out  wr.en  it  will  be  convenient  for  me  to  coxe  up  an1  spend  a 
day  with  you — so  many  things  to  talk  about.  The  meeting 
y isterday  is  one  of  them- -meanwhile  I believe  that  . r.  Mlgel 
has  written  you  or  Is  writing  you.  One  thing  we  spoke  of 
was  the  magnificent  way  in  which  you  have  cared  for  Jolly, 
making  her  feel  (as  no  one  else  could)  t.r.at  s o if.  still 
useful  to  you,  valuable  lo  you.  Alas,  p>oor  oily,  how  hard  it 
has  beer,  for  her  and  for  you  and  for  us  all. 

I rope  the  new  housekeeper  proves  to  be 
what  you  need,  he  vill  not  he  enough,  but  s e is  a step  in 
t e right  direction.  rhe  one  c r r a thing  lr  t °t  you  and  oily 
n-'ver  be  left  in  the  house  alone,  day  or  night--at  Jeast 
not  until  oily  is  much,  much  better. 

Oh,  dear  this  dreary  weather.  I hop*’  the  s"n 
is  3hlnlnp.  vrhen  you  p-et  thls--I'd  ike  to  see  i‘  again. 

y great  love  to  you  both  always,  e.ia 


Fif  th  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  10,  1958 


Dear  Bill , K7.££,o,0 

The  twin  checks  for  #1.66  came  yesterday 
thankyouverymuch  and  I am  sending  Helen's  on  this 
morning. 


1 haven  t written  because  the  news  ha9  been 
so  disheartening.  I snent  Tuesday  at  Arcan  Ridge 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  Polly  is  steadily  losing 
ground.  Her  mind  may  be  a little  better,  but  this 
increases  her  awareness  of  the  situation  and  plunges 
her  into  despair.  Helen  remains  magnificent,  but  the 
last  six  months  have  taken  their  toll  from  her.  All 
is  being  done  that  can  be  done.  It  is  very  sad. 

Keith  and  I expect  to  set  out  for  New 
Hampshire  as  soon  as  he  is  done  with  an  AEC  committee 
meeting  on  May  7.  I'll  be  on  call  and  ready  to  come 
back  to  Arcan  Ridge  if  I am  needed,  but  there  is  so 
little  that  I can  do.  So  little  that  anybody  can  do. 
New  laboratory  tests  were  made  yesterday,  but  the 
doctor  says  that  all  we  can  do  is  to  try  to  make 
Polly  as  happy  as  we  can  and  that  is  up-hill  work. 
Sorry  to  be  so  gloomy,  but  it  does  not  keep  me  from 
being 


Affectionately  yours. 


N6K 


) 


Garden  City,  Aoril  11,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 


It  1 8 always  wonderful  to  be  with  the  two 


of  you,  but  oh,  how  I wish  that  we  could  find  some  magic 
formula  that  would  speed  our  dear  Polly's  recovery.  It 
has  seemed  to  me  that  sunshine  helps  more  than  anything 
else  and  my  heart  sinks  as  one  wet,  gray  day  follows 
another,  but  spring  is  struggling  through  and  so  is  Polly. 


article  by  the  English  author  C.S.  Lewis,  whose  mind  has 

often  played  with  theological  problems.  Since  I think 

you  will  find  it  amusing  and  perhaps  stimulating,  here  it  is: 


taken  qsuth  theological  spect hr*  ion  betore 
'via  his  fictional  trilogy : 0*r'  <’f  the. 
Si/.  Ht-I'lmi’h'  /’errhwdra,  / hat  flidrtrrts 
Sirmfih  t.  t.T)>Utvr  Lewis  quickly  comes 
to  the  heart  of  space  theology:  If  man  is 
not  unique,  what 'of  Christ’s  human  >>in- 
< a mat  ion  and  man’s1  redemption  through 
him ' Suggests  LeWis:  redemption  may 
he  possible  through  other  means  than 
birth  at  liyhlehem.  the  cross  on  Calvary 
nid  the  empty  tomb  . . . To  different 
diseases,  or  different  patients  sick  with 
the  « imr  disease,  the  great  Physician  may 
have  applied  different  remedies.”  Or  rise 
dhtrr- world  specie-.  might  not  he  fallen, 
hence  not  require  redemption  at  all. 

W hat  would  happen,  a ka- Lee's;  it 
'from  etlfth  Ikrnver 
nMalien  rrtrel^nt  lirst;  to  be  urr  they  d 
ba(i-eij^*nd  lirfl*  dojmig  Wid 

vxftuftmv  IT-  limorfVi'cc;  Imt  I if 

mm  hill  anmial  cunnihg  Vould  long  be  a 


I have  just  run  across  a summary  of  a fanciful 


Faith, & Outer  S p ace 

U’Lott  rine..-ii  ir.it' 


At  the  urgent  request  of  his  son  and  daughter  Robert 
Braddy  has  recently  had  his  picture  made  in  his  admiral's 
uniform  with  all  his  decorations.  To  my  partial  eyes  he 
looks  very  handsome,  but  he  is  much  thinner  than  when  we 
last  saw  him.  He  has  been  going  to  a gym  for  some  months 
to  keep  his  weight  down  and  since  he  belongs  to  a gourmet's 
club  I wouldn't  be  surprised  if  he  doesn't  have  to  work 
overtime  in  the  gym. 

Did  Folly  tell  you  that  Fritzie  has  a son?  That 
makes  Robert  a grandfather  and  me  a great-aunt,  which  is 
something  I am  very  happy  to  be.  Of  course  you  have  had 
that  distinction  for  a long  time,  but  I haven't  until  now. 

Polly  sounded  better  when  I talked  to  her  yesterday 
and  I hope  she  will  sound  even  better  the  next  time. 

My  love  always  to  you  both, 


Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  n.Y. 
April  12,  1958 


Dear  Lenore, 


I haven't  written  because  I really 
haven't  had  anything  to  say  and  the  news  Is 
so  disheartening.  I spent  last  Tuesday  at. 
Arcan  Ridge  and  I feel  that  Polly  is  steadily 
losing  ground.  Per  mind  may  be  a tiny  bit 
better,  but  this  Increases  her  depression 
which  is  all  but  limitless.  She  has  lost  four 
or  five  pounds — a laboratory  technician  came 
out  on  Wednesday  to  make  tests  t.o  see  if  he 
reason  could  be  located,  "he  local  doctor,  a 
very  good  man,  is  discouraged  about  her:  the 
specialists,  Including  Dr.  Rusk,  feel  that 
everything  is  being  done  that  can  be  done. 
Keith  and  I are  going  on  to  New  Hampshire 
the  first  week  in  Kay,  but  of  course  I 11 
be  on  call  if  I am  needed.  There  is  little  I 
can  do.  The  house  is  too  crowded  for  me  to 
stay  overnight,  but  I do  go  up  now'  and  . . en 
for  8 day,  especially  to  talk  with  Helen. 
Polly  is  Jealous  and  suspicious  (I  haven  t 
personally  felt  this,  but  I have  seen  it)  and 
she  is  pitifully  dependent  on  the  nurses. 

I think  the  kindest  wish  for  her  is  that  she 
should  not  be  stretched  out  on  the  rack  much 
longer.  She  always  enjoys  hearing  from  you. 

Best  to  Sidney. 

Affectionately , 


APRIL  12,  1958 


DARLING  POLLY, 

I HAVE  JUST  ANSWERED  A BATCH  OE  5 LETT  ERS 
FOR  HELEN,  ALL  OF  THEM  OF  COURSE  ASKING  FOR  SOMETHING: 
WANTING  HER  TO  MAKE  A SPEECH,  V- RIFE  AN  ARTICLE,  BE  A 
GUEST  OR  LEND  HER  NAME  TO  A WORTHY  CAUSE.  I SAID  MO  TO 
EVERY  ONE  OF  THEM,  BUT  BEFORE  WE  TURN  AROUND  THERE  WILL 
BE  ANOTHER  BATCH  AND  I'LL  HAVE  TO  KEEP  ON  SATING  NO. 

NANCY  MUST  HAVE  TOLD  YOU  THAT  THE  HELEN 
KELLER  DOCUMENTARY  IS  LIKELY  TO  GO  TO  THE  BRUSSELS  FAIR. 

I HOPE  SO— FOR  THE  SAKE  OF  OUR  COUNTRY  WE  NEED  TO  BE 
REPRESENTED  THERE  BY  THINGS  LIKE  THIS.  THE  GREAT 
RUSSIAN  DANCERS  HAVE  ARRIVED  IN  NEW  YORK  AND  I WISH  YOU 
AND  HELEN  AND  I COULD  SEE  THEM,  BUT  IT  OUGHT  NOT  TO  BE  LONG 
NOW  BEFORE  WE  GET  BACK  TO  OUR  REGULAR  SCHEDULE  0^  GADDING 
AROUND  NEW  YORK  TO  SEE  THE  SIGHTS  AND  ENJOY  OURSELVES. 

MY  LOVE,  MY  LOVE,  DEAR  POLLY.  KEEP  YOUR 


COURAGE  UP  AND  GET  WELL  FOR  ALL  OUR  SAKES, 


Garden  City,  April  14,  1953 


Darling  Helen, 

I am  sending  you  with  this  an  article 
called  THE  ECO SF HERE  which  Keith  enjoyed  very  much. 

It  discusses  some  of  the  basic  fundamentals  of  ecology, 
it  is  tightly  reasoned  and  I suggest  that  you  tackle  it 
when  your  mind  is  fresh.  I did.  I think  you  know  the 
meaning  of  all  the  terms  that  are  not  explained  in  the 
article,  but  if  you  have  any  trouble  send  me  a list  and 
I will  look  them  up  for  you. 

May  this  blessed  sun  which  is  doing  so 
much  for  our  flowers  and  trees  shed  its  healing  rays 
upon  our  dear  Polly. 

With  my  love  always  and  Keith's  with  It, 


Nella 


*7  LC.  C<u*.  , O-^juJL  J i<?  ^ V 

THE  ECOSPHERE 


Hy  examining  how  all  living  organisms  on  t lie  earth  interact 
with  one  another  and  with  their  inorganic  environment  we  are 
able  to  estimate  the  amount  of  life  our  planet  can  support 


by  Ln  Mont  ( ( lolc 


Probably  I should  apologize  for  using 
a coined  word  like  “ecosphere,”  but 
it  seems  nicely  to  describe  just  what 
1 want  to  discuss.  It  is  intended  to  com- 
bine two  concepts:  the  “biosphere”  and 
the  “ecosystem.” 

The  great  19th-century  French  natu- 
ralist Jean  Lamarck  first  conceived  the 
idea  of  the  biosphere  as  the  collective 
totality  of  living  creatures  on  the  earth, 
and  the  concept  has  been  taken  up  and 
developed  in  recent  years  by  the  Russian 


geochemist  V.  I.  Vernadsky.  The  word 
“ecosystem”  means  a self-sustaining 
community  of  organisms— plants  as  well 
as  animals— taken  together  with  its  in- 
organic environment. 

Now  all  these  are  interdependent. 
Animal  life  could  not  exist  without  plants 
nor  plants  without  animals,  which  sup- 
ply them  with  carbon  dioxide.  Even  the 
composition  of  the  inorganic  environ- 
ment depends  upon  the  cyclic  activity  of 
life.  Photosynthesis  by  the  earth’s  plants 


would  remove  all  of  the  carbon  dioxide 
from  the  atmosphere  within  a year  or  so 
if  it  were  not  returned  bv  fires  and  by 
the  respiration  of  animals  and  other  con- 
sumers of  plants.  Similarly  nitrogen-fix- 
ing organisms  would  exhaust  all  of  the 
nitrogen  in  the  air  in  less  than  a million 
years.  And  so  on.  The  conclusion  is  that 
a self-sustaining  community  must  con- 
tain not  just  plants,  animals  and  nitro- 
gen-fixers but  also  decomposers  which 
can  free  the  chemicals  bound  in  proto- 


THE  AMAZON,  one  of  whose  mouths  in  shown  in  this  aerial  photo*  Together  with  the  Congo  it  carries  more  than  10  per  cent  of  t lie 

graph,  plays  an  important  role  in  the  earth's  circulation  of  water.  9.000  cubic  miles  of  water  that  flow  into  the  sea  every  year. 


83 


I\N|\|<(,>  < .^t  .LLSof  l In*  eon-phere  art*  powerrd  by  tin*  sun.  Land 
plant**  bind  solar  energy  into  organic  compounds  utilized  sucres- 
-ivi*ly  * firay  arrows)  by  ln*fbivor»*.  carnivore  and  scavenger:  resid- 
ual compounds  are  drconipo-rd  by  bacteria.  Energy  fixed  by  micro- 


scopic sea  plants  passes  through  a similar  “food  chain  ' blur 
arrows).  In  the  water  cycle  > broken  armies*  water  evaporated  from 
the  sea  i-  precipitated  on  land  and  used  by  lining  organisms,  even- 
tually returning  to  the  sea  bearing  minerals  and  organic  matter. 
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plasm.  It  is  very  fortunate  from  our 
standpoint  that  some  microorganisms 
have  solved  the  biochemical  trick  of  de- 
composing chitin,  lignins  and  other  inert 
organic  compounds  that  tie  up  carbon. 

A community  must  consist  of  produc- 
ers or  accumulators  of  energy  (green 
plants),  primary  consumers  (fungi,  mi- 
croorganisms and  herbivores),  higher- 
order  consumers  ( carnivorous  predators, 
parasites  and  scavengers),  and  decom- 
posers that  regenerate  the  raw  materials. 

Communities  vary,  of  course,  all  over 
the  world,  and  each  ecosystem  is  a com- 
posite of  the  community  and  the  fea- 
tures of  the  inorganic  environment  that 
govern  the  availability  of  energy  and  es- 
sential chemicals  and  the  conditions  that 
the  community  members  must  tolerate. 
But  the  system  that  I wish  to  consider 
here  is  not  a local  one  but  the  largest 
possible  ecosystem:  namely,  the  sum  to- 
tal of  life  on  earth  together  with  the 
global  environment  and  the  earth’s  total 
resources.  This  is  what  I call  the  eco- 
sphere.  My  purpose  is  to  reach  some 
conclusions  on  such  questions  as  how 
much  life  the  earth  can  support. 

rganisms  living  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  as  it  floats  around  in  space 
can  receive  energy  from  several  sources. 
Energy  from  outside  comes  to  us  as  sun- 
light and  starlight,  is  reflected  to  us  as 
moonlight,  and  is  brought  to  earth  by 
cosmic  radiation  and  meteors.  Internally 
the  earth  is  heated  by  radioactivity,  and 
it  is  also  gaining  heat  energy  from  the 
tidal  friction  that  is  gradually  slowing 
our  rotation.  On  top  of  this  man  is  tap- 
ping enormous  amounts  of  stored  energy 
by  burning  fossil  fuels.  But  all  these  sec- 
ondary sources  of  energy  are  infinitesi- 
mal compared  to  our  daily  sunshine, 
which  accounts  for  99.9998  per  cent  of 
our  total  energy  income. 

This  supply  of  solar  energy  amounts 
to  13  X 10a3  gram-calories  per  year,  or, 
if  you  prefer,  it  represents  a continu- 
ous power  supply  at  the  rate  of  2.5  bil- 
lion billion  horsepower.  About  one  third 
of  the  incoming  energy  is  lost  at  once 
by  being  reflected  back  to  space,  chiefly 
by  clouds.  The  rest  is  absorbed  by  the 
atmosphere  and  the  earth  itself,  to  re- 
main here  temporarily  until  it  is  re- 
radiated to  space  as  heat.  During  its 
residence  on  earth  this  energy  serves 
to  melt  ice,  to  warm  the  land  and  oceans, 
to  evaporate  water,  to  generate  winds 
and  waves  and  currents.  In  addition  to 
these  activities,  a ridiculously  small  pro- 
portion—about  four  hundredths  of  1 per 
cent— of  the  solar  energy  goes  to  feed  the 
metabolism  of  the  biosphere. 

Practically  all  of  this  energy  enters 


the  biosphere  by  means  of  photosyn- 
thesis. The  plants  use  one  sixth  of  the 
energy  they  take  up  from  sunlight  for 
their  own  metabolism,  making  the  other 
five  sixths  available  for  animals  and 
other  consumers.  About  5 per  cent  of  this 
net  energy  is  dissipated  by  forest  and 
grass  fires  and  by  man’s  burning  of  plant 
products  as  fuel. 

When  an  animal  or  other  consumer 
eats  plant  protoplasm,  it  uses  some  of 
the  substance  for  energy  to  fuel  its 
metabolism  and  some  as  raw  materials 
for  growth.  Some  it  discharges  in  broken- 
down  form  as  metabolic  waste  products: 
for  example,  animals  excrete  urea,  and 
yeast  releases  ethyl  alcohol.  And  a large 
part  of  the  plant  material  it  ingests  is 
simply  indigestible  and  passes  through 
the  body  unused.  Herbivores,  whether 
they  are  insects,  rabbits,  geese  or  cattle, 
succeed  in  extracting  only  about  50  per 
cent  of  the  calories  stored  in  the  plant 
protoplasm.  (The  lost  calories  are,  how- 
ever, extractable  by  other  consumers: 
flies  may  feed  on  the  excretions  or  man 
himself  may  burn  cattle  dung  for  fuel.) 

Of  the  plant  calories  consumed  by  an 
animal  that  eats  the  plant,  only  20  to 
30  per  cent  is  actually  built  into  proto- 
plasm. Thus,  since  half  of  its  consump- 
tion is  lost  as  waste,  the  net  efficiency  of 
a herbivore  in  converting  plant  proto- 
plasm into  meat  is  about  10  to  15  per 
cent.  The  secondary  consumers— i.e., 
meat-eaters  feeding  on  the  herbivores— 
do  a little  better.  Because  animal  proto- 
plasm has  a smaller  proportion  of  indi- 
gestible matter  than  plants  have,  a car- 
nivore can  use  70  per  cent  of  the  meat 
for  its  internal  chemistry.  But  again  only 
30  per  cent  at  most  goes  into  building 
tissue.  So  the  maximum  efficiency  of 
carnivores  in  converting  one  kind  of 
meat  into  another  is  20  per  cent. 

Some  of  the  consequences  of  these 
relationships  are  of  general  interest  and 
are  fairly  well  known.  For  example, 
1,000  calories  stored  up  by  the  algae 
in  Cayuga  Lake  can  be  converted  into 
protoplasm  amounting  to  150  calories 
by  small  aquatic  animals.  In  turn,  smelt 
eating  these  animals  produce  30  calories 
of  protoplasm  from  the  150.  If  a man 
then  eats  the  smelt,  he  can  synthesize! 
six  calories  worth  of  fat  or  muscle  from 
the  30;  if  he  waits  for  the  smelt  to  be 
eaten  by  a trout  and  then  eats  the  trout, 
the  yield  shrinks  to  1.2  calories.  If  we 
were  really  dependent  on  the  lake  for 
food,  we  would  do  well  to  exterminate 
the  trout  and  eat  the  smelt  ourselves, 
or,  better  yet,  to  exterminate  the  smelt 
and  live  on  planktonburgers.  The  same 
principles,  of  course,  apply  on  land.  If 
man  is  really  determined  to  support  the 


largest  possible  populations  of  his  kind, 
he  will  have  to  shorten  the  food  chains 
leading  to  himself  and,  so  far  as  practi- 
cable, turn  to  a vegetarian  diet. 

The  rapid  shrinkage  of  stored  energy 
as  it  passes  from  one  organism  to  an- 
other serves  to  make  the  study  of  natural 
communities  a trifle  more  simple  for  the 
ecologist  than  it  would  otherwise  be.  It 
explains  why  food  chains  in  nature  rare- 
ly contain  more  than  four  or  five  links. 
Thus  in  our  Cayuga  Lake  chain  the  trout 
was  the  third  animal  link  and  man  the 
fourth.  Chains  of  the  same  sort  occur 
in  the  ocean,  with,  for  example,  a tuna 
or  cod  as  the  third  link  and  perhaps  a 
shark  or  a seal  replacing  man  as  the 
fourth  link.  Now  if  we  look  for  the  fifth 
link  in  the  chain  we  find  that  it  takes 
something  like  a killer  whale  or  a polar 
bear  to  be  able  to  subsist  on  seals.  As 
to  a sixth  link — it  would  take  quite  a 
predator  to  make  its  living  by  devouring 
killer  whales  or  polar  bears. 

W e could,  of  course,  trace  food  chains 
in  other  directions.  Each  species  has 
its  parasites  that  extort  their  cut  of  the 
stored  energy,  and  these  in  turn  support 
other  parasites  down  to  the  point  where 
there  is  not  enough  energy  available  to 
support  another  organism.  Also,  we 
should  not  forget  the  unused  energy 
contained  in  the  feces  and  urine  of  each 
animal.  The  organic  matter  in  feces  is 
often  the  basic  resource  of  a food  chain 
in  which  the  next  link  may  be  a dung 
beetle  or  the  larva  of  a fly. 

f estimate  that  the  maximum  amount 
1 of  protoplasm  of  all  types  that  can  be 
produced  on  earth  each  year  amounts 
to  410  billion  tons,  of  which  290  billion 
represent  plant  growth  and  the  other 
120  billion  all  of  the  consumer  organ- 
isms. We  see,  then,  that  the  availability 
of  energy  sets  a limit  to  the  amount  of 
life  on  earth— that  is,  to  the  size  of 
the  biosphere.  This  energy  also  keeps 
the  nonliving  part  of  the  ecosphere  ani- 
mated, largely  through  the  agency  of 
moving  water,  which  is  the  single  most 
important  chemical  substance  in  the 
physiology  of  the  ecosphere. 

Each  year  the  oceans  evaporate  a 
quantity  of  water  equivalent  to  an  aver- 
age depth  of  one  meter.  The  total  evap- 
oration from  land  and  bodies  of  fresh 
water  is  one  sixth  of  the  evaporation 
from  the  sea,  and  at  least  one  fifth  of  this 
evaporation  is  from  the  transpiration  of 
plants  growing  on  land.  The  grand  total 
of  water  evaporated  annually  is  roughly 
100, ()()()  cubic  miles,  and  this  must  be 
roughly  the  annual  precipitation.  The 
precipitation  on  land  exceeds  the  evap- 
oration by  slightly  over  9,000  cubic 
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STATHAM  MODEL  P222 

flush  diaphragm  pres- 
sure transducers. 
DIMENSIONS  .25"  di- 1 
ameter  x 47"  long. 
WEIGHT  3 grams,  ap- 
proximately. 

RANGES  0-10  to  0-200 
psia,  psig,  or  psid; 

±.5  to  r25  psid. 
NON-LINEARITY  S HYS- 
TERESIS Not  more  than 

TRANSDUCTION:  Resis- 
tive. compute  bridge; 
Statham  unbonded  strain 
gage 


STATHAM  MODEL  A52 

linear  accelerometer. 

DIMENSIONS:  .32"  wide 
x .35"  high  x .84"  long 
WEIGHT:  8 grams,  ap- 
proximately. 

RANGES:  ±5  to  ^100  g 
NON-LINEARITY  & HYS- 
TERESIS: Not  more  than 
±1%  fs. 

TRANSDUCTION:  Resis- 
tive, complete,  balanced 
bridge;  Statham  un- 
bonded strain  gage. 


Statham', s accurate,  reliable 
line  of  pressur\  transducers 
and  accelerometers  a re  designed 

tn  inrrt  t hr  - Sttcflllfl 

requirements  of  today’ s\nissile  and 
supersonic  aircraft  programs. 
Let  us  assist  you  with  your 

instrumentation  problems. 


•Model  shown  actual  size 
Complete  data  are  available  upon  request 


INSTRUMENTS.  INC. 
t240t  w Olympic  tivd  . las  Angeles  04,  California 


milrs,  which  therefore  represents  the 
annual  runoff  of  water  from  land  to  sea. 
It  is  astonishing  to  me  to  note  that  more 
than  one  tenth  of  this  total  runoff  is 
carried  to  the  sea  by  just  two  rivers-the 
Amazon  and  the  Congo. 

Precipitation  supplies  nonmarine  or- 
ganisms with  the  water  which  they 
require  in  large  quantities.  Protoplasm 
averages  at  least  75  per  cent  water,  and 
plants  require  something  like  450  grams 
of  water  to  produce  one  gram  of  dry- 
organic  matter.  The  water  moving  from 
land  to  sea  also  erodes  the  land  surface 
and  dissolves  soluble  mineral  matter.  It 
brings  to  the  plants  the  chemical  nutri- 
ents that  they  require  and  it  tends  to 
level  the  land  surface  and  deposit  the 
minerals  in  the  sea.  At  present  the  con- 
tinents are  being  worn  down  at  an 
average  world-wide  rate  of  one  centi- 
meter per  century.  The  leveling  process, 
however,  apparently  has  never  gone  on 
to  completion  on  the  earth.  Geological 
uplift  of  the  land  always  intervenes  and 
brings  marine  sediments  above  sea  level, 
where  the  cycle  can  begin  again. 

The  rivers  of  the  world  are  now  wash- 
ing into  the  seas  some  four  billion  tons 
of  dissolved  inorganic  matter  a year, 
about  400  million  tons  of  dissolved  or- 
ganic matter  and  about  five  times  as 


much  undissolved  matter.  The  undis- 
solved matter  represents  destruction  of 
the  land  where  organisms  live,  but  the 
dissolved  material  is  of  greater  interest, 
because  it  includes  such  important 
chemicals  as  3.5  million  tons  of  phos- 
phorus, 100  million  tons  of  potassium 
and  10  million  tons  of  fixed  nitrogen.  In 
order  to  say  what  these  losses  may  mean 
to  the  biosphere  we  must  review  a few 
facts  about  the  chemical  composition  of 
the  earth  and  of  organisms. 

PT verv  organism  seems  to  require  at 
least  20  chemical  elements  and 
probablv  several  others  in  trace  amounts. 
Some  of  the  organisms’  requirements  are 
rather  surprising.  Penicillium  is  said  to 
need  traces  of  tungsten,  and  the  common 
duckweed  demands  manganese  and  the 
rare  earth  gallium.  There  is  a European 
pansv  which  needs  high  concentrations 
of  zinc  in  the  soil,  and  several  plants  in 
different  parts  of  the  world  are  so  hungry 
for  copper  that  they  help  prospectors 
to  find  the  mineral.  Many  organisms 
have  fantastic  abilities  to  concentrate 
the  necessarv  elements  from  dilute 
media.  The  sea-squirts  have  vanadium 
in  their  blood,  and  the  liver  of  the  edible 
scallop  contains  on  a dry-weight  basis 
one  tenth  of  1 per  cent  of  cadmium, 


I TI1.I7.ATION  OF  WI.AR  ENERGY  decreases  with  each  .-i«-p  along  tin-  food  chain. 
Th liars  (on  a logarithmic  scale*  short  that  plants  use  only  AH  per  cent  of  energy  teach- 
ing the  atmosphere : plant-eaters  use  only  part  of  this  fraction  and  flesh-eaters  even  less. 
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Built-In  Corrosion  Resistance  — Sections  of 
1 1 -gage  Hastelloy  alloy  C sheet  are  welded  to 
the  interior  of  a vessel  to  protect  it  from  attack 
by  HC1  and  chlorine  compounds. 


Exceptional  Resistance  to 
CHLORINE  COMPOUNDS 


at  300  deg.  F. 


A 


large  preheater  lined  with  Hastelloy  alloy  C is 
giving  exceptional  service  while  operating  under  se- 
verely corrosive  conditions  in  a chemical  plant.  Used  in 
the  production  of  benzene  hexachloride,  the  lined  vessel 
resists  the  attack  of  hydrochloric  acid,  trichlor  benzene 
and  other  chlorine  compounds  at  300  deg.  F.  tempera- 
tures. 

Vessels  lined  with  Hastelloy  alloy  C have  been  used 
for  this  application  for  two  to  four  years.  It  has  been 
estimated  that,  with  periodic  maintenance,  the  nickel- 
base  alloy  will  last  almost  indefinitely. 

A recently  published  booklet  describes  the  corrosion- 
resistant^  characteristics  of  Hastelloy  alloys.  Send 
for  your  free  copy.  Write  Haynes  Stellite  Company, 
Distribution  Section,  30-20  Thomson  Avenue,  Long 
Island  City,  fl.  Y. 


ALLOYS 

HAYNES  STELLITE  COMPANY 

Division  of  Union  Carbide  Corporation 
Kokomo,  Indiana 


HAYNES  A1 


Haynes,”  “Hastelloy”  and  “Union  Carbide”  are  registered  trade-marks  of  Union  Carbide  Corporation. 
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Nitrogen,  rare  on  earth,  is  important  to  life,  making  up  as  much  as  18  per  cent  of  proteins. 
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although  the  amount  of  this  element  in 
sea  water  is  so  small  that  it  cannot  be  de- 
tected by  chemical  tests. 

But  the  exotic  chemical  tastes  of  or- 
ganisms are  comparatively  unimpor- 
tant. Their  main  needs  can  he  summed 
up  in  just  five  words— oxygen,  carbon, 
hvdrogcn,  nitrogen  and  phosphorus, 
which  account  for  more  than  95  per  cent 
of  the  mass  of  all  protoplasm.  Oxvgen  is 
the  most  abundant  chemical  element  on 
earth,  so  we  probably  do  not  need  to  be 
concerned  about  any  absolute  deficiency 
of  oxygen.  But  nitrogen  is  a different 
matter.  Whereas  protein,  the  main  stuff 
of  life,  is  18  per  cent  nitrogen,  the  rela- 
tive abundance  of  this  element  on  the 
earth  is  onlv  one  10,000th  of  the  earth’s 
mass.  It  is  apparent  that  our  land  forms 
of  life  could  not  long  tolerate  a net  an- 
nual loss  of  10  million  tons  of  fixed 
nitrogen  to  the  sea.  Fortunately  this 
nitrogen  loss  from  land  is  reversible,  so 
that  we  can  speak  of  a “nitrogen  cycle.” 
Organisms  in  the  sea  convert  the  fixed 
nitrogen  into  ammonia,  a gas  which  can 
return  to  land  via  the  atmosphere. 

Carbon  also  is  not  in  too  abundant 
supply,  for  it  amounts  to  less  than  three 
parts  in  10,000  of  the  total  mass  of  the 
earth’s  matter.  But  once  again  the  bio- 
sphere profits  from  the  fact  that  carbon 
can  escape  from  the  oceans  as  a gas- 
carbon  dioxide.  This  gas  goes  through 
a complex  circulation  in  the  atmosphere, 
being  released  from  the  oceans  in  tropi- 
cal regions  and  absorbed  bv  the  ocean 
waters  in  polar  regions.  Because  some 
carbon  is  deposited  in  ocean  sediments 
as  carbonates,  there  is  a net  loss  of  car- 
bon from  the  ecosphere.  But  there  seems 
to  be  no  danger  that  a shortage  of  this 
element  will  restrict  life.  The  atmosphere 
contains  2,400  billion  tons  of  carbon 
dioxide,  and  at  least  30  times  that  much 
is  dissolved  in  the  oceans,  waiting  to  be 
released  if  the  atmosphere  should  be- 
come depleted.  Volcanoes  discharge  car- 
bon dioxide,  and  man  is  burning  fossil 
fuels  at  such  a rate  that  he  has  been 
accused  of  increasing  the  average  carbon 
dioxide  content  of  the  atmosphere  bv 
some  10  per  cent  in  the  last  50  wars.  In 
addition,  lots  of  limestone,  which  is  more 
than  1 per  cent  carbon  dioxide,  has  been 
pushed  up  from  ancient  seas  bv  uplilts 
of  the  earth. 

The  store  of  phosphorus  appears 
somewhat  more  alarming.  I bis  element 
accounts  for  a bit  more  than  one  tenth 
of  1 per  cent  of  the  mass  of  terrestrial 
matter,  is  enriched  to  about  twice  this 
level  in  plant  protoplasm  and  is  greatlv 
enriched  in  animals,  accounting  lor  more 
than  1 per  cent  of  the  weight  of  the 
human  bodv.  As  a constituent  ol  nucleic 
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NEW  Transistorized  Relay  Combines 
Fine-Sensitivity  with  Heavy-Duty  Construction 


Cutler-Hammer  has  developed  a heavy- 
duty  transistorized  A-c  relay  which  will 
respond  to  either  an  A-c  or  D-c  signal 
between  .002  and  .02  amperes.  The 
heart  of  this  compact  relay  is  the,plug- 
in  type  signal-amplifying  module  which 
contains  all  the  electronic  parts.  This 
tough  module  is  practically  indestruct- 
ible, and  the  plug-in  design  simplifies 
maintenance  . . .cuts  downtime  to  a 
minimum.  The  Bulletin  13535  transis- 

— , ♦ s i - . . . • . v >. ■L" 

tbrized  relay  requires  no  warm  up  time 
and  it  is  exceptionally  quick  in  opera- 
tion. Relay  is  rated  at  10  amperes,  110 
volts  and  the  price  is  unusually  low. 
Cutler-Hammer  also  offers  conductive 
liquid  level  probes,  and  photo-cell  units 
for  use  with  the  transistorized  relay. 
For  further  information,  write  today  for 
Bulletin  13535. 


WHEB 


SCIENTIFIC  ENCLOSURES 
QUICKLY  ASSEMBLED! 


Cabinet  Component 
System 

of  pre-fabricated  dural 
die-cast  corners,  extruded 
sections  and  parts  . . . 
assembles  into  modern 
fully-radiused 
cabinets  to  any 
dimensions,  with 
NO  SPECIAL 
TOOLS,  DIES 
OR  JIGS. 


I 


, Used  in 
j Electronic 
I applications, 
j such  as  Control 
j and  Analysis, 

K 'Computers,  Mining, 

•.  Spraying,  Refining, 
Food  Processing,  etc. 
Also  in  many  Government- 
approved  installations. 


British  Industries  Corporation 

Port  Washington,  New  York 


FREE  from 


an  informative 

booklet  on 

"WHAT  CLOSED  CIRCUIT 
TV  MEANS  TO  YOU" 

There  are  many  applications  with- 
in your  organization  that  can  be 
benefited  by  the  use  of  closed  cir- 
cuit (industrial)  TV.  This  free 
informative  booklet  gives  you  the 
complete  facts  on  closed  circuit 
TV  — what  it  is  — how  it  works  — 
the  equipment  necessary  — a 
checklist  of  areas  that  can  be 
benefited  — how  industry,  educa- 
tion, etc.  use  closed  circuit  TV. 

Learn  all  about  it  today  by  writing: 


Blonder-Tongue  Labs.,  Inc.  Dept.  SA-4 

9 Ailing  Street,  Newark  2,  N.  J. 

Please  send  tree  booklet  “What  Closed 
Circuit  TV  Means  To  You.” 

Company  name 

Name | 

Address 

City 


-Zone State- 


manufacturer  of  B-T  Observer  TV  camera.  DVM 
Video  Monitors.  Automatic  Light  Compensator 


justified  in  feeling  some  reul  concern 
about  the  problem  of  erosion.  It  should 
also  make  us  aware  of  the  important  role 
played  bv  organisms  that  we  might 
otherwise  ignore  or  even  regard  as  pests. 
1 he  dung  beetles,  the  various  scavengers 
and  the  termites  and  other  decomposers 
all  play  important  bit  parts  in  this  great 
production.  At  least  six  diverse  groups 
of  bacteria  are  absolutely  essential  for 
the  proper  physiological  functioning  of 
the  nitrogen  cycle  alone.  Man  in  his  care- 
lessness would  probably  neither  notice 
nor  care  if  by  some  unlikely  chance  his 
radioactive  fallout  or  one  of  his  chemi- 
cal sprays  or  fumes  should  exterminate 
all  of  the  microorganisms  that  are  cap- 
able of  decomposing  chitin.  Yet,  as  we 
have  seen,  such  a tragedy  would  even- 
tually mean  an  end  to  life  on  earth. 

Finally,  it  is  interesting  to  ask  how 
large  a role  man  plays  in  the  physiology 
of  the  ecosphere.  The  Statistical  Office 
of  the  United  Nations  estimates  the 
present  human  population  of  the  earth 
at  2.7  billion  persons.  Each  of  these  is 
supposed  to  consume  at  least  2,200 
metabolizable  kilocalories  per  day.  This 
makes  a total  food  requirement  of 
22  X 1014  kilocalories  per  year.  I have 
estimated  that  all  of  the  plant  growth  in 
the  world  amounts  to  an  annual  net  of 
5 X 1017  kilocalories,  of  which  not  more 
than  50  per  cent  is  metabolizable  by  am 
primary  consumer.  Thus  if  man  were 
to  feed  exclusively  on  plants  he  would 
require  almost  exactly  1 per  cent  of 
the  total  productivity  of  the  earth. 

To  me  this  is  a very  impressive  figure. 
There  are  more  than  one  million  species 
of  animals,  and  when  just  one  of  these 
million  species  can  corner  1 per  cent 
of  the  total  food  resources,  this  form 
is  truly  in  a position  of  overwhelming 
dominance.  The  figure  becomes  even 
more  impressive  when  we  reflect  that  70 
per  cent  of  the  total  plant  production 
takes  place  in  the  oceans,  and  that  our 
figure  for  productivity  includes  inedible 
materials  such  as  straw  and  lumber. 

If  human  beings  were  to  eat  meat  ex- 
clusively, the  present  world  population 
would  require  4 per  cent  of  all  of  the 
flesh  of  primary  consumers  of  all  types 
that  the  earth  could  support— and  this 
means  that  much  of  our  meat  would  be 
insects  and  tiny  crustaceans.  I suspect 
that  the  human  population  is  already  so 
large  that  no  conceivable  technical  ad- 
vances could  make  it  possible  for  all 
mankind  to  live  on  a meat  diet.  Speaking 
as  one  who  would  like  to  live  on  a meat 
diet,  I can’t  see  very  much  to  be  opti- 
mistic about  for  the  future.  This  opinion, 
however,  cannot  be  expected  to  alter  the 
physiology  of  the  ecosphere. 


Th  ■ 1 eeendary  Firebird,  the  l'llpenix,  rose  young  and  strong  again  and  again  from  flames . . .This  is  the  new  Norton  Firebird- 
symbol  for  the  exciting  new  fused  materials  made  in  Norton’s  electric  furnaces. 


ZIRCONIUM:  gift  of  the  Firebird 


Like  the  legendary  Phoenix,  Norton 
electrochemicals  are  born  in  raging 
flames  — armed  with  power  to  perform 
new  wonders.  Among  these  modern  ma- 
terials are  zirconium  compounds  formed 
at  terrific  heat  in  Norton  electric 
furnaces. 

Today,  zirconium  compounds  are 
among  the  most  interesting  develop- 
ments of  modern  electrochemistry. 
Norton  now  supplies  these  to  industry 
as  oxides,  carbides,  borides  and  nitrides, 
as  well  as  calcium  zirconate. 

While  the  complete  extent  of  zirco- 


nium’s usefulness  has  not  yet  been  fully\ 
explored,  the  Norton  compounds  of  this 
element  offer  many  new  applicational 
possibilities  — as  source  materials,  met- 
allurgical additives,  cermet  components, 
electrical  conductors  and  refractories. 

So  do  many  other  products  of  Norton 
electrochemical  engineering,  one  or 
more  of  which  may  be  vital  aids  to  your 
own  processing. 

Free  Catalog.  Fora  complete  list,  with 
detailed  descriptions,  write  for  the  new 
booklet  Norton  Electrochemicals . . . Gifts 
of  the  Firebird  to  Norton  Company, 


Electro-Chemical  Division,  5-13  New 
Bond  Street, Worcester  6,  Massachusetts. 


Gifts  of  the  Firebird:  compounds  of 
silicon  • zirconium  • boron  • aluminum 
• magnesium  • titanium  • chromium 
. . . including  many 
boricres  • carbides  • nitrides  • oxides 


NORTON 


ELECTROCHEMICALS 


MAKING  BETTER  PRODUCTS  . . . TO  MAKE  YOUR  PRODUCTS  BETTER 


SOIL  ANDyOTHER 
UNDISSOlVto  MATERIAL 


2 BILLION 


1 ,800  2,000 


fljAL  LOSS  of  minerals  and  organic  matter  washed  into  the  tually  return  to  the  land  via  the  atmosphere;  the  loss  ol  phos- 

amounts  to  billions  of  Ions.  Much  nitrogen  and  carbon  even-  phate  is  more  serious  since  almost  all  of  it  remains  in  the  oceans. 


acids  it  is  indispensable  for  all  types  of 
life  known  to  us.  But  many  agricultural 
lands  already  suffer  a deficiency  of  phos- 
phorus, and  a corn  crop  of  60  bushels 
per  acre  removes  10  per  cent  of  the  phos- 
phorus in  the  upper  six  inches  of  fertile 
soil.  Each  year  3.5  million  tons  of  phos- 
phorus are  washed  from  the  land  and 
precipitated  in  the  seas.  And  unfortu- 
nately phosphorus  does  not  escape  from 
the  sea  as  a gas.  Its  only  important  re- 
covery from  the  sea  is  in  the  guano  pro- 
duced by  sea  birds,  but  less  than  3 per 
cent  of  the  phosphorus  annually  lost 
from  the  land  is  returned  in  this  way. 

I must  agree  with  agriculturalists  who 
say  that  phosphorus  is  the  critical  limit- 
ing resource  for  the  functioning  of  the 
ecosphere.  The  supply  is  at  least  shrink- 


ing (if  dwindling  is  too  strong  a word) 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  practical  way 
of  improving  the  situation  short  of  wait- 
ing for  the  next  geological  cycle  of  up- 
lift to  bring  phosphate  rock  above  sea 
level.  Perhaps  we  should  also  worry 
about  other  essential  elements,  such  as 
calcium,  potassium,  magnesium  and 
iron,  which  behave  much  like  phos- 
phorus in  the  metabolism  of  the  eco- 
sphere, but  the  evidence  clearly  indi- 
cates that  if  present  trends  continue 
phosphorus  will  be  the  first  to  run  out. 

rPhis  brings  me  to  the  close  of  a very 
1 superficial  summary  of  some  of  the 
physiological  processes  of  the  ecosphere. 
There  are  drastic  oversimplifications  in 
this  treatment;  the  importance  of  some 


processes  may  be  overestimated,  and 
others  (e.g.,  dumping  sewage  in  rivers 
and  oceans)  may  not  have  received 
enough  attention.  The  figures  for  the 
total  quantity  of  energy  received  bv  the 
earth,  for  total  annual  precipitation  and 
for  the  total  supply  of  some  chemical 
elements  may  overlook  the  very  irregular 
distribution  of  these  resources  in  time 
and  space.  Much  solar  energy  falls  on 
deserts  and  fields  of  snow  and  ice  where 
it  cannot  be  used  by  plants,  and  much 
precipitation  arrives  at  unfavorable  sea- 
sons or  in  such  torrents  that  it  does  more 
harm  than  good  to  organisms.  Yet  I 
believe  that  there  may  be  some  merit, 
both  intellectual  and  practical,  in  at- 
tempting to  scan  the  entire  picture. 

Our  survey  suggests  that  man  may  be 
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gives  PROCON  PUMPS  amazing  performance 
in  handling  ALL  TYPES  OF  FLUIDS 


GRAPHITAR  LINER 
GRAPHITAR  VANE 
STAINLESS  STEEL  ROTOR 


Mixing  soft  drinks  . . . pumping  chemicals,  ethy- 
glycol,  ammonia  . . . even  pumping  hot  fats  at  the 
rate  of  275  gallons  an  hour  at  pressures  up  to  300 
psi,  is  the  every-day  work  of  the  dependable  little 
Procon  pump,  manufactured  by  the  Procon  Pump 
and  Engineering  Company  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 
The  liner,  vanes,  end-plate  bearings  and  the  seal 
ring  of  this  versatile,  high  performance  pump  are 
made  of  Graphitar.  The  four  Graphitar  rotor- 
vanes  run  directly  against  a Graphitar  liner.  By 
running  Graphitar  against  Graphitar  the  self- 
lapping,  self-lubricating,  and  astonishingly  long- 


<3 

GRAPHITAR 


For  more  information  on  Graphitar 
and  its  many  applications,  write 
for  Engineering  Bulletins 
. No.  20  and  21. 


The  seal,  end-plate  bearings,  liner  and 
vanes  are  self-lubricating  GRAPHITAR. 


GRAMIX  seal-ring  retainer 


GRAPHITAR 


i"  I 



THE  UNITED  STATES  GRAPHITE  COMPANY 


DIVISION  OF  THE  WICKES  CORPORATION,  SAGINAW  6,  MICHIGAN 
GRAPHI TAR  carbon  graphite  • GRAMIX1'  powdered  metal  parts  • MEXICAN"  graphite  products  • OSG  brushes 
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Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  15,  1958 


Dear  Isabel  and  Bert, 


. _ lt  is  not  because  I haven't  been 

thinking  of  you  that  I haven't  written,  but  because 
I have  so  little  to  say  and  that  little  discouraging 
I spent  the  da;  at  Arcan  Ridge  a week  ago  Follv's 
mind  is  somewhat  better  I think,  but  this  makes  her 
more  aware  of  her  condition  and  increases  her 
depression.  She  has  lost  four  or  five  pounds  and 
a laboratory  technician  has  been  called  in  to  make 
new  tests  to  see  if  the  reason  can  be  discovered  and 
witrin  Ye  next  two  weeks  a well  known  neuro- 
surgeon is  to  give  her  a complete  examination.  I 
can  assure  you  that  everything  is  being  done  that  the 
finest  doctors  can  think  of  doing.  Folly's  temperament 
keeps  her  from  relaxing:  it  always  has.  The  nurse  who 
is  with  her  every  day  is  staunchly  hopeful  and  the  rest 
of  us  try  to  be  too.  Helen  is  showing  the  strain,  but 
is  carrying  on  at  her  desk  and  doing  all  she  can  to 
boost  Folly's  morale. 


Keith  and  I expect  to  leave 
for  nowville,  New  Hampshire,  the  first  week  in  May. 

I will  be  on  call  to  return  at  any  time  I may  be  needed. 
Katharine  Cornell  is  on  tour  with  a play  of  Christopher 
Fry’s  TKF  FIRSTBORN,  will  be  in  New  York  in  May,  then  to 
Israel  and  after  that  probably  to  the  Brussels  Fair. 

Mr.  Adams  is  away  at  the  moment,  but  some  of  us  will 
always  be  close  at  hand:  Mr.  Migel,  Mrs.  Gladu , Dr. 

David  Levy,  the  officers  of  the  American  Foundation  for 
t "e  Blind,  Mrs.  Seide,  and  the  doctors  and  the  nurses. 
And  wherever  I am  I shall  keep  in  touch  with  the  house 
by  telephone. 


Sunshine  seems  to  do  Folly  more 
good  than  anything  else:  she  basks  in  it  when  she  is 
able  to  be  outside  and  now  that  spring  is  really  here 
I hope  she  will  be  able  to  get  out  nearly  every  day. 

It  makes  my  heart  heavier  to 
write  a letter  like  this,  but  I feel  that  you  are 
entitled  to  know  what  the  situation  is  as  I see  it. 

If  you  don't  hear  from  me  it  is  because  there  bs.3 
been  no  significant  change.  Next  time  I hope  to  he 
able  to  write  in  a different  vein. 


Affectionately  always, 


Garden  Ci  y,  N.Y.,  Apr.  16  ' f 3 


Evelyn: 

, I don' t think  there  will 

be  any  comeback  on  any  of  t.-  eae 
tut  I decided  to  return  the:.,  to 
yo  i because  my  flies  will  not 
be  available  during  the  summer. 
Ihe  :>ne  from  Mrs.  Keltzer  I 
thought  not  worth  a reply.  It 
Is  a silly  question  and  Helen 
answered  it  years  ago.  I'll  be 
in  touch  with  you  by  'hone  verv 
soon. 


CUA-ll'lltf 

\ \ 

I had  meapt  .this  letter  for  Helen  and 
Polly  only  and  did  not  send  a typescript 
Polly  asked  Helen  to  copy  it  and  so 
the  nurses  read  it--there  is  no 
privacy  and  if  Folly  were  aware  of  it 
she  would  be  terribly  disturbed. 

Evelyn  is. 


Garden  City,  April  17,  195$* 


Darling  Helen, 

It  is  most  vexatious  that  at  this  time  when  you  have  so  much  else 
on  your  mind,  you  should  have  to  trouble  yourself  about  this  trustee- 
ship business,  but  I think  it  should  be  straightened  out,,  and  that  yoa. 
are  the  one  to  do  it. 

I want  to  run  over  the  background  as  I understabd  it.  Teacher  did  ask 
Mr.  Migel  to  look  after  you  — I don't  know  if  she  used  the  word 
"guardian"  or  not,  but  Mr.  Migel  accepted  the  responsibility  abd  sug- 
gested that  two  others  be  added.  Teacher  agreed,  and  Mr.  Harvey  Gibson 
and  Mr.  Ziegler  were  approached.  They  too  accepted.  According  to 
Mr.  Migel' s statement  at  the  meeting  we  had  a short  time  ago,  it  was 
provided  in  the  original  indenture  (as  they  call  the  paper  that  was 
drawn  up  at  the  time)  that  on  the  death  of  one  of  the  whulu 

above  trustees,  the  other  two  should  appoint  his  successor.  Jimmy  Adams 
came  in  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Gibson's  death,  with  the  full  approval  of  Mr. 
Migel,  Mr.  Ziegler  and  you.  So  far,  so  good. 

Then  at  the  time  of  your  75th  birthday  when  Jimmy  Ad  ans  went  over 
the  whole  situation  at  Arcan  Ridge,  it  was  suggested  (I  think  by  him) 
that  more  trustees  should  be  added  . You  and  Polly  suggested  Katharine 
Cornell  and  Dr.  Dixon.  We  all  agreed  that  they  would  be  excellent,, 
they  werr  asked  and  accepted,  and  at  this  time  still  another  trustee  was 
brought  in  — Mr.  Bobst.  I think  this  was  at  Jimmy's  suggestion,  but 
at  any  rate  it  was  with  with  your  approval.  So  far,  so  gppd. 

The  Original  trustees  accepted  Kit  and  Dick  and  Mr.  Bobst  as  addi- 
tional trustees,  and  no  cloud  appeared  on  the  horizon  until  you  asked 


a 


David  Levy  to  become  a trustee.  Then,  and  not  until  theb,  Amelia  and 
Mr.  Migel  went  back  to  the  original  "indenture"  abd  cave  can  up  with  the 
conclusion  that  Kit  and  Dick  and  Mr.  Bobst  were  not  in  fact  trustees,  and 
ever  had  been,  basing  their  decision  upon  the  provision  that  the  ori- 
ginal trustees  had  to  choose  the  new  ones.  The  new  ones  (I  may  add) 
namely  Kit  and  Dick  and  Mr.  Bobst,  were  nevetheless  back  in  1955,  ac- 
cepted with  the  approval  of  the  new  ones.  I cannot  escape  a feeling 
that  they  have  some  objection  to  David,  but  I do  not  know  what  it  is. 


I know  that  that  Mr.  Migel  and  Amelia  and  jimmy  are  very  sebsitive,  and 
and  they  may  think  that  David  will  be  critical  of  some  of  the  things 
they  have  done.  But  we  needn't  go  into  that. 

At  any  rate  you  are  in  the  embarrassing  position  of  having  asked 
Kit  and  Dick  to  be  trustees-  (with  at  the  time  the  approval  of  Mr.  Migel 
and  the  rest)  and  now  having  to  tell  them  (#f  you  follow  the  Migel  line) 
that  they  are  not  trustees-  and  never  have  bjUtfn,  and  of  apologizing  to 
David  for  asking  him  to  be  a trustee  when  you  had  no  right  to  ask  him. 

I do  not  mention  Mr.  Bobst  because  I think  he  was  primarily  Jimp's 
responsibility,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  solution  of  the  problem  is  very 
simple  — if  the  original  trustees  had  the  right  to-  appoint  their  suc- 
cessors, they  must  surely  have  the  right  to  enlarge  the  board  of  trust- 
ees to  include  all  these  new  ones.  They  ce  rtainly  assumed  the  right 

111  I95S*  1 tMnk  y°U  should  wite  Mr.  ^gel  a fir,  and  tactful  letter 

telling  him  that  this  is  your  desire.  Make  it  brief. 


XXX 


Garden  City,  April  17,  1958 


darling  fcelen, 

It  1 8 moat  vexatious  that  at  this  time  when 
you  have  so  much  else  on  your  mind  you  should  have  to 
trouble  yourself  about  this  trustee  business,  but  I think  it 
should  be  straightened  out  and  that  you  are  the  one  to  do  it. 

I want  to  run  over  the  background  again  as  I 
understand  it.  Teacher  did  ask  Mr.  Migel  to  look  after  you — 

I don't  know  if  she  used  the  word  "guardian"  or  not,  but  Mr. 
Migel  accepted  the  responsibility  and  suggested  thci  two  others 
be  added.  Teacher  agreed  and  1 r.  Harvey  Gibson  and  Mr.  Ziegler 
were  approached.  They  too  accepted.  According  to  hr . .igpi  s 
statement  at  the  meeting  we  had  a short  time  ago,  it  was 
provided  in  the  original  indenture  (as  they  call  the  paper 
that  was  drawn  up  at  the  time)  that  on  the  death  of  one  of  tne 
above  trustees  the  other  two  should  appoint  his  successor.  Jimmy 
A lams  came  in  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Gibson's  death,  with  the  full 
approval  of  Mr.  Migel,  Mr.  Ziegler,  and  you.  So  far,  so  good. 

Then  at  the  time  of  your  75th  birthday  when 
Jimmy  Adams  vent  over  the  whole  situation  at  Arcan  Ridge  it 
was  suggested  (I  think  by  him)  that  two  more  trustees  should 

be  added.  You  and  Polly  suggested  Katharine  Cornell  and  Dr. 

were 

Dixon.  We  ail  agreed  that  they  would  be  excellent,  trey /asked 
and  accepted  and  at  this  time  still  another  trustee  was 
brought  in— Mr.  Bobst.  I think  this  was  at  Jimmy's  suggestion, 
but  at  any  rate  it  was  with  your  approval.  Again,  so  far,  so 


good. 


and  r. 


The  original  trustees  accepted  Kit  and  ''lck 
Bobst  as  additional  trustees  and  no  cloud  ap- eared  on 


the  horizon  until  you  asked  David  Levy  to  become  a trustee. 

Then,  and  not  until  then,  Amelia  and  Mr.  Migel  went  back  to 
the  original  "Indenture"  and  came  up  with  the  conclusion  that 
Kit  and  Dick  and  Mr.  Bobst  were  not  In  fact  trustees  and 
never  had  been,  basing  their  decision  upon  the  provision 
that  the  original  trustees  had  to  bn  choose  the  new  ones. 

The  new  ones  (I  may  add),  namely  Kit  and  Dick  and  Mr.  Bobst, 
were  nevertheless  back  In  1955  accepted  with  the  approval  of 
the  older  ones.  I cannot  escape  a feeling  that  they  have  some 
objection  to  David,  but  I don't  know  what  it  la.  I know  that 
Mr.  Migel  and  Amelia  and  Jimmy  are  very  sensitive  and  they 
may  think  that  David  will  be  critical  of  some  of  the  things 
they  have  done.  We  needn't  go  into  that. 

At  any  rate  you  are  in  the  embarrassing  position  of 
having  asked  Kit  and  Dick  to  be  trustees  (with  at  the  time 
the  approval  of  Mr.  Klgel  and  the  rest)  and  now  having  to  tell 
them  (if  you  follow  the  Migel  line)  that  they  are  not  trustees 
and  never  have  been  and  of  apologizing  to  David  for  asking 
him  to  be  a trustee  when  you  had  no  right  to  ask  him.  I do  not 
mention  Mr.  Bobst  because  I think  he  was  primarily  Jimmy  s 
responsibility.  It  seems  to  toe  that  the  solution  of  the 
problem  is  very  simple:  if  the  original  trustees  had  the  right 
to  appoint  their  suggeasors,  they  must  surely  have  the  right,  to 
enlarge  the  board  of  trustees  to  include  all  these  new  ones. 
They  certainly  assumed  that  right  in  1955.  I think  you  s.  ouid 
write  Mr.  Migel  a firm  and  tactful  letter  telling  him  that,  this 

is  your  desire.  Make  it  brief. 

All  the  trustees  feel  more  than  a financial  responsibility 
for  you  and  Polly  nd  nearly  all  of  them  have  made  generous 
financial  contributions.  The  Levys  gave  an  immense  amount  of 


money  (more  than  anyone  else)  towards  the  production  of  the 

sum 

Documentary,  .it  also  contributed  a large/a*BHK*;'a$x*aMBj  to 
that  and  Nancy  put  in  several  thousand  dollars  of  her  own  money. 
Mr.  Kigel , according  to  his  lights,  has  been  faithful  to  hiB 
charge  and  Amelia  has  always  been  staunch.  I hope  you  can  manage 
your  letter  without  hurting  anybody’s  feelings,  for  Helen,  that 
household  of  yours  is  costing  a terrific  amount  and  the 
chances  are  that  the  costs  will  increase  instead  of  decreasing. 

I don't  want  you  to  worry  (you  must  not  worry)  but  I do  want 
you  to  keep  this  in  mind. 

I have  asked  Evelyn  to  send  me  Mac  Eagar's  book  so  I can 
see  what  parts  of  it  should  be  brailled  for  you.  It  is  an 
enormous  volume  and  would  take  nearly  as  long  to  transcribe 
as  THE  TALE  OF  GENffI . Even  so  you  may  want  it  all,  but,  I'd 
like  to  go  over  it  first  so  that  you  can  at  least  have  the  gist 
of  it  within  a reasonable  length  of  time. 

My  body  stays  here,  but  my  mind  and  my  heart  are 
always  with  you  and  Folly  and  so  is  my  love,  always  and  always, 


Fella 


i 4 I— «•  /-*■«)  ^ ; '4*£UtfL, 

a.  /■  lL*-L-uq  [O^M*  £asa  /«-0-»-h  Y-a 
2e.  . '■*  '-*AJ  , ' -v  fs  , 
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Garden  City,  April  17,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 

It  is  most  vexatious  that  at  this  time  when 
you  have  so  much  else  on  your  mind  you  should  have  to 
trouble  yourself  about  this  trustee  business,  but  I think  it 
should  be  straightened  out  and  that  you  are  the  one  to  do  it. 

I want  to  run  over  the  background  again  as  I 
understand  it.  Teacher  did  ask  Mr.  Migel  to  look  after  you-- 
I don't  know  if  she  used  the  word  "guardian"  or  not,  but  Mr. 
Migel  accepted  the  responsibility  and  suggested  that  two  others 
be  added.  Teacher  agreed  and  Mr.  Harvey  Gibson  and  Mr.  Ziegler 
were  approached.  They  too  accepted.  According  to  Mr.  Migel' s 
statement  at  the  meeting  we  had  a short  time  ago,  it  was 
provided  in  the  original  indenture  (as  they  call  the  paper 
that  was  drawn  up  at  the  time)  that  on  the  death  of  one  of  the 
above  trustees  the  other  two  should  appoint  his  successor.  Jimmy 
Adams  came  in  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Gibson's  death,  with  the  full 
approval  of  Mr.  Migel,  Mr.  Ziegler,  and  you.  So  far,  so  good. 

Then  at  the  time  of  your  75th  birthday  when 

Jimmy  Adams  went  over  the  whole  situation  at  Arcan  Ridge  it 

was  suggested  (I  think  by  him)  that  tw®  more  trustees  should 

be  added.  You  and  Polly  suggested  Katharine  Cornell  and  Dr. 

were 

Dixon.  We  all  agreed  that  they  would  be  excellent,  they/asked 
and  accepted  and  at  this  time  still  another  trustee  was 
brought  in — Mr . Bobst.  I think  this  was  at  Jimmy's  suggestion, 
but  at  any  rate  it  was  with  your  approval.  Again,  so  far,  so 
good. 

The  original  trustees  accepted  Kit  and  Dick 
and  Mr.  Bobst  as  additional  trustees  and  no  cloud  appeared  on 


the  horizon  until  you  asked  David  Levy  to  become  a trustee. 
Then,  and  not  until  then,  Amelia  and  Mr.  Migel  went  back  to 
the  original  "indenture"  and  came  up  with  the  conclusion  that 
Kit  and  Dick  and  Mr.  Bobst  were  not  in  fact  trustees  and 
never  had  been,  basing  their  decision  upon  the  provision 
that  the  original  trustees  had  to  to k choose  the  new  ones. 

The  new  ones  (I  may  add),  namely  Kit  and  Dick  and  Mr.  Bobst, 
were  nevertheless  back  in  1955  accepted  with  the  approval  of 
the  older  ones.  I cannot  escape  a feeling  that  they  have  some 
objection  to  David,  but  I don't  know  what  it  is.  I know  that 
Mr.  Migel  and  Amelia  and  Jimmy  are  very  sensitive  and  they 
may  think  that  David  will  be  critical  of  some  of  the  things 
they  have  done.  We  needn't  go  into  that. 

At  any  rate  you  are  in  the  embarrassing  position  of 
having  asked  Kit  and  Dick  to  be  trustees  (with  at  the  time 
the  approval  of  Mr.  Migel  and  the  rest)  and  now  having  to  tell 
them  (if  you  follow  the  Migel  line)  that  they  are  not  trustees 
and  never  have  been  and  of  apologizing  to  David  for  asking 
him  to  be  a trustee  when  you  had  no  right  to  ask  him.  I do  not 
mention  Mr.  Bobst  because  I think  he  was  primarily  Jimmy's 
responsibility.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  solution  of  the 
problem  is  very  simple:  if  the  original  trustees  had  the  right 
to  appoint  their  successors,  they  must  surely  have  the  right  to 
enlarge  the  board  of  trustees  to  Include  all  these  new  ones. 
They  certainly  assumed  that  right  in  1955.  I think  you  should 
write  Mr.  Migel  a firm  and  tactful  letter  telling  him  that  this 
is  your  desire.  Make  it  brief. 

All  the  trustees  feel  more  than  a financial  responsibility 
for  you  and  Polly  and  nearly  all  of  them  have  made  generous 
financial  contributions.  The  Levys  gave  an  immense  amount  of 


money  (more  than  anyone  else)  towards  the  production  of  the 

sum 

Documentary.  Kit  also  contributed  a large/amaKKixafocKaMy  to 
that  and  Nancy  put  in  several  thousand  dollars  of  her  own  money. 
Mr.  Migel,  according  to  his  lights,  has  been  faithful  to  his 
charge  and  Amelia  has  always  been  staunch.  I hope  you  can  manage 
your  letter  without  hurting  anybody's  feelings,  for  Helen,  that 
household  of  yours  is  costing  a terrific  amount  and  the 
chances  are  that  the  costs  will  increase  Instead  of  decreasing. 

I don't  want  you  to  worry  (you  must  not  worry)  but  I do  want 
you  to  keep  this  in  mind. 

I have  asked  Evelyn  to  send  me  Mac  Sagar' s book  so  I can 
see  what  parts  of  it  should  be  brailled  for  you.  It  is  an 
enormous  volume  and  would  take  nearly  as  long  to  transcribe 
as  THE  TALE  OF  GENJI . Even  so  you  may  want  it  all,  but  I'd 
like  to  go  over  it  first  so  that  you  can  at  least  have  the  gist 
of  it  within  a reasonable  length  of  time. 

My  body  stays  here,  but  my  mind  and  my  heart  are 
always  with  you  and  Polly  and  so  is  my  love,  always  and  always, 


Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
April  18,  1953 


Pear  Mildred, 


Mr.  Byrd's  letter  and  the  carbon  of 
my  reply  are  self-explanatory.  As  you  can  see,  I 
did  not  give  him  your  address,  so  you  can  do  as 
you  please  about  writing  to  him. 

I wish  I had  good  news  to  report 
from  Arcan  Fidge.  I think  Folly's  mind  Is  some- 
what firmer  than  it  was,  but  this  makes  her  fret 
more  and  increases  her  depression  and  physically 
she  seems  to  me  not  as  well  as  she  was  some  weeks 
ago.  Helen  is  bearing  up  in  her  magnificent  way, 
but  she  Is  shwolng  the  strain,  "he  sunshine  seems 
to  do  Polly  more  good  than  anything  else  and  I am 
pinning  my  hopes  to  its  warmth  and  comfort  for  her. 
The  weather  has  In  general  been  very  bad  for  a 
long  time.  Better  now. 

Keith  and  I are  going  to  Snowville, 

New  Hampshire,  the  first  week  in  May.  We  generally 
stay  until  about  the  middle  of  November,  but  I 
shall  of  course  be  on  call  to  come  back  if  I feel 
that  I can  be  useful  to  Helen  and  Polly.  The  pity 
of  it  is  that  there  is  so  little  that  anyone  can  do. 
I'll  keep  in  touch  with  the  house  by  telephone 
wherever  I am. 

With  all  good  wishes  for  a pleasant 

sum  :er,  I am 


Fver  yours, 


•*11  Mf  th  ».> t . , .j a rd  en  cl:  v , ork 

April  13,  19c8 


Dear  r.  Pyrd: 


1 am  san;ing  your  letter  io  Mss 
. nl'-n  eller's  sinter  w:  o is  much  more  familiar 
with  the  family  history  then  Mbs  seller  is.  If 
s.  e can  give  you  Me  information  you  went  I Pim 
sure  that  she  will  do  so. 


ery  sincerely  yours. 


rs.  Pella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  . eller 


Hr.  Robert  Byrd 

1239  Lavrov lew  Place 
Jackson  3 
. issi8sippi  • 


ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 

April  19,  1959 


Dear  Lenore, 


I was  very  touched  by  your  thought  of  me 
an-1  If  I needed  money  I would  Rcceot  1*  from  you  with 
.any,  many  thanks.  Last  fall  when  I was  away  below 
par  Kit  and  Nancy  several  times  sent  a carey  Cadillac 
for  me  and  so  did  Jimmy  A'ams.  I don't  need  that  kind 
of  attention  now.  I ^on't  go  up  very  orten,  but  I 
write  to  Helen  every  day  or  two,  having  the  letters 
brallled,  and  I keep  In  touch  with  Polly  hy  telephone. 
Twice  I have  mot  them  In  New  York--last  '!uesday,  for 
Instance,  I sat  with  Polly  for  an  hour  while  el.en  was 
with  the  dentist,  -nd  I think  I told  you  that  Leith  and 
1 are  going  on  *o  New  Hampshire  sroun*  f ay  5. 

It  and  Nancy  have  both  been  very 
thoughtful  of  Helen  and  Polly.  'Tp  to  about  a month 
or  so  ago  t-ey  vent  to  Arcan  Ridge  at  least  once  a 
veek,  but  this  had  to  stop  when  Kit  went  Into 
rehearsal  for  the  Christopher  Try  play,  IK'S  FIRcTBO-N. 
She  Is  with  i*  In  Boston  now,  will  go  with  i'  to  Israel 
in  June  and  after  that  probably  *o  the  Brussels  rslr. 
They  s*lll  keep  In  constant,  touch  with  the  household 
and  a very  ood  frien*  of  theirs,  Dr.  David  Levy,  a 
distinguished  child  psychologist,  will  be  on  watch 
during  their  absence,  as  indeed  he  1°  now.  Helen 
recently  asked  him  to  be  one  of  her  trustees.  His 
wl^e  is  a Posenwald,  a.  very  ve°lthy  woman  indeed.  Helen 
hadn’t  this  in  min*  when  she  approached  Dr.  Levy,  but 
it  may  be  per4lnent  to  the  situation.  It  takes  river3  of 
money  to  keep  things  going  and  I see  no  sign  of  a 
decrease,  rather  the  contrary. 

’he  laboratory  technician  gave  oily  a 
good  report,  but  she  does  not  look  well.  She  is 
troubled  by  ’lzzine' 3 and  apt  to  fall,  for  which  reason 
sre  is  never  left  alone  for  a minute  except  when  she 
goes  to  bed  at  night.  God  knows  where  it  will  all  end. 

' e have  to  take  it  a day  at  a time. 

y love  and  my  most  grateful  t anks, 


Ill  Fifth  St., 
April  19,  1953 


Garden  City,  New  York 


Dear  Barbara, 

bank  you  for  t'  e revl  ws.  I am  sen'ing 
them  on  this  morning  to  be  transcribed  for  Kiss  Keller. 

As  you  surmised,  she  will  not  be  able  to 
write  an  introduction  to  the  Smithdas  book.  ‘ Ife  is 
pressing  too  hard  against  her  and  she  is  very  tired. 

You  might  explain  a'llttle  o^  the  situation  "o  the 
British  publisher,  asking  him  of  course  to  treat  the 
information  about.  Kiss  Thomson’s  illness  as  confidential. 
There  is  no  prospect  of  any  easing  of  the  strain  for  a 
long  t line  to  come. 

My  husband  and  I expect  to  leave  here  for 
Snowvllle , New  Hampshire,  on  May  5.  ''his  is  all  the  address 
we  have  up  t ~ere.  'he  telephone  (reached  through  Conway)  la 
: ickory  7-2237.  I can  do  no  good  by  hanging  around  here, 
but.  of  course  I'll  be  on  call  to  come  back  io  Westport  at 
any  time  that  I may  be  needed,  it  is  all  very  sad,  very 
tragic,  but  eien  remains  perfectly  magnificent,  and  I do 
mean  "perfectly." 

ill  you  plense  tell  en  about  the  change  in 
ray  address  and  give  him  my  best  regards. 

Fame  to  you, 


lss  Barbara  Tills 
Doubleday  5 Co. 

575  l ad  i son  Ave. 
New  York  22,  N.Y. 


Garden  City,  April  19,  1953 


Darling  Helen, 


Barbara  Ellis  has  sent  me  three  more  reviews 
of  THE  OPEN  DOOR  and  I am  sending  them  this  morning  to  Miss 
Loges . 


Barbara  also  says  that  a British  edition  of 
Robert  Smithdas'  book  LIFE  AT  MY  FINGERTIPS  is  about  to  be 
published.  Naturally  they  want  you  to  write  an  introduction, 
but  you  remember  you  refused  last  summer  because  of  the  press 
of  work.  I know  you  have  all  the  good  will  in  the  world 
towards  young  Smithdas,  but  the  book  is  long  and  tiresome, 
your  reasons~for  not  doing  the  introduction  are  even  more 
cogent  now,  and  I think  it  is  something  you  need  not  bother 
with.  I am  telling  Barbara  so,  to  save  you  the  trouble  of 
writing.  There  is  still  time  to  reverse  my  decision  if  you 
want  to. 


After  I wrote  you  yesterday  I found  that 
Evelyn  had  already  sent  Mac  Eagar's  book  to  the  Lighthouse; 
this* is  all  right--I  am  sure  that  this  is  something  you  will 
enjoy  because  I know  the  quality  of  Mr.  Eagar's  mind. 

Two  copies  of  a biography  of  William  Nelson 
Cromwell  were  sent  to  you.  Jimmy  Adams  I believe  was 
responsible  for  one  of  them.  Old  Cromwell  was  a picturesque 
figure,  bold  and  imaginative  in  his  operations,  an  important 
operator  in  the  field  of  national  and  international  finance, 
but  you  and  I know  so  little  about  high-level  finance  that 
we  would  not  get  very  much  out  of  the  book,  even  if  it  were 
better  written  than  it  is.  I think  you  will  not  want  any  of  it 
in  Braille,  but  I'll  make  selections  if  you  do. 

I was  so  happy  to  learn  that  the  laboratory 
technician  gave  Polly  a good  report.  This  is  very  encouraging. 
Sunshine  this  morning  and  the  daffodils  are  opening. 

My  love  always  and  always  to  you  and  Polly, 


Nella 


Garden  City,  April  19,  1953 


Darling  Helen, 


Barbara  Fills  ^as  sent  me  three  more  re-views 
of  Tr-F  OFFN  DOOR  and  I am  sanding  them  this  morning  to  Mss 
Loges. 


arbara  also  says  that  a British  edition  of 
"obert  5-  ithdas'  book  LI~F  AT  ;-Y  FINGSR*  IBS  is  about  to  be 
published.  Naturally  they  want,  you  to  write  an  introduction, 
but  you  remember  you  refused  last  summer  because  of  the  rress 
of  work.  I know  you  have  all  the  good  will  in  the  world 
towards  young  Smithdas,  but.  the  book  is  long  and  tiresome, 
you*  1 easons  for  not  doing  ‘he  introduction  are  even  more 
cogent  now,  and  I think  it  is  something  you  need  not  bother 
with.  I am  * el. ling  Barbara  so,  to  stive  you  the  trouble  of 
wri ‘ lng.  here  is  still  time  to  reverse  my  decision  If  you 
want  t o . 

After  I wrote  you  yesterday  1 found  that 
Evelyn  had  already  sent  Hac  Fagan' b book  to  the  Lighthouse; 
this  is  all  right — I an  s ire  thal  * Kir-  is  somethin**  you  will 
enjoy  because  I know  the  quality  of  r.  Sagar's  mind. 

Two  copies  of  a biography  of  ki 111am  Nelson 
Cromwell  were  sent  to  you.  Jimmy  Adams  I believe  was 
responsible  for  one  of  them.  Old  Cromwell  was  a picturesque 
figure,  bold  and  imaginative  in  his  operations,  an  important 
o erator  in  t e field  of  national  and  international  finance, 
but  you  and  i know  so  little  about  high-level  finance  that 
we  would  not  get  very  much  out  of  the  book,  even  if  it  were 
better  written  than  it  is.  i think  you  will  not  want  any  of  it 
in  Braille,  but.  1*11  make  selections  if  you  do. 

I was  so  happy  to  learn  th- t ihe  laboratory 
technician  gave  lolly  a good  report.  This  is  very  encouraging, 
-unshine  this  ornlng  and  the  daffodils  are  opening. 

My  love  always  and  always  to  you  and  Folly, 


Ne  ila 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y.  , USA 
April  23,  19  53 


Dear  Eert, 


The  notes  you  sent  are  exactly  right'.  We 
had  always  known  that  Polly  had  a sound  and  dis- 
tinguished background,  but  had  not  known  so  much 
about  the  details.  How  very  Scottish  It  seens--llke 
something  out  of  Barrie. 

Folly  had  an  excellent  day  this  last  Monday, 
the  best  (so  the  nurse  reports)  that  she  has  had  since 
the  stroke.  Naturally  we  find  this  wonderfully 
encouraging.  I am  going  up  to  spend  the  day  at  Arcan 
Ridge  next  Monday.  I shall  take  your  notes  with  me, 
but  I am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  a later  time 
will  be  better  to  read  t em  to  her.  She  finds  con- 
centration difficult  for  any  extended  period  and  I am 
afraid  that  trying  to  remember  and  Judge  may  disturb 
her.  We  have  to  play  by  ear  as  we  go  along. 

Helen  Is  holding  up  marvellously  well  and 
the  household  (reorganized  once  more)  is  functioning 
smoothly.  Getting  help  In  the  country  is  not  easy  and 
the  requirements  at  Arcan  Ridge  are  so  extraordinary 
that  it  takes  an  unusual  person  to  meet  them.  The  special 
bit  of  good  fortune  is  the  nurses,  both  excellent,  both 
devoted,  and  each  with  great  respect  for  the  other. 

I was  sorry  to  hear  about  your  relapse  after 
your  return  from  Aberdeenshire  and  hope  you  have 
recovered  from  it.  The  rest  of  us  must  all  stay  weli 
for  Polly ' s sake . 

Affectionate  greetings  to  you  and  Isabel  and 
many  thanks  for  the  notes, 


April  23, 


1968 


Dear  Keu, 


Xerox  University  Microfilms  library 
service  hr  s asked  for  permission  to 
reproduce  my  "An ne  Sullivan  Facy." 
f18. copyright  is  in  ay  name  and  I 
small  be  happy  to  grant  the  permission 
but  not  without  checking  with  you. 

Any  objection  from  Doubleday? 
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All  good  wishes. 


Ir.  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  *c  Co. 

227  Park  Ave. 

New  York,  N.Y.  10017 


Ill  ^ifth  ^t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  30,  1958 


Tear  Ken, 


Very  nice  that  the  Ladles  Home  Journal  wants 
the  little  excerpt  from  THE  OPEN  DOOR.  I'll  write 
Helen  about  It  this  morning.  I spent  Monday  with  her 
an  "oily,  an  anguishing  experience,  but  the  situation 
is  In  hand  (as  much  as  it  can  be)  and  Helen  remains 
her  wonderful  self. 

Keith  and  I had  hoped  to  leave  for  New 
Fampshire  early  Sunday  morning,  but  at  last  report 
the  road  up  our  hill  was  all  mud  and  mush  and  we  may 
not  be  able  to  go  so  soon.  The  one  person  who  will 
always  now  wi  ere  I am  this  summer  is  Mrs.  William 
neide,  Helen's  secretary  at  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind.  Telephone:  WAtkins  A-0420.  And  I 
believe  you  have  the  Snowville  number  which  goes 
through  Conway,  New  Fampshire:  Hickory 77-2287 . 

Will  you  please  give  the  inclosed  to  whom 
it  may  concern.  And  please  have  a happy  summer. 

Ever  yours, 


Mr.  'Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  & Co. 
575  Madison  Ave. 
New  York  22 
N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City.  New  York 
May  1,  19  58 


Dear  Mr.  Poper: 


Helen  Keller  baa  asked  me  to  reply 
to  your  letter  of  March  24.  I am  sorry  for  the 
delay,  but  the  woman  who  transcribes  her  correspondence 
has  not  been  well  and  the  letter  was  a long  time  in 
reaching  her.  Perhaps  you  do  not  know  that  since 
September  27  when  she  suffered  a stroke  Polly 
Thomson  has  been  very  ill.  May  I ask  you  to  treat 
this  information  as  confidential,  since  what  we 
most  want  to  avoid  is  any  sort  of  publicity.  You 
will  be  relieved  to  know  that  throughout  this  long 
ordeal  Helen  has  remained  her  magnificent  self, 
constantly  in  loving  attendance  on  "Polly,  meanwhile 
carrying  on  at  her  desk  as  best  she  can. 

Some  years  ago  Helen  decided  to 
limit  the  use  of  her  name  to  the  organizations 
directly  connected  with  her  work  for  the  blind, 
the  deaf,  and  the  deaf-blind.  Other  causes  are 
as  dear  to  her  heart  as  these,  but  It  is  here 
that  she  can  be  most  effective  and  it  is  with  much 
regret  that  she  feels  she  must  decline  your 
invitation  to  become  a member  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  Atlantic  'Tnion  Committee.  She  sends 
you  her  warmest  greetings. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Hlmo  Roper 
30  Rockefeller  Plaza 
New  York  20 
New  York 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
May  1,  1958 


Dear  Mr.  Osaofaky: 

Miss  Helen  Keller  has  asked 
me  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  April  25.  Be- 
cause of  her  heavy  schedule  and  her  other 
commitments  she  will  be  unable  to  accept 
your  kind  Invitation  to  be  present  at  your 
special  program  on  May  28.  She  appreciates 
your  thought  of  her  and  regrets  that  she  must 
decline  the  award. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Rella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Kelle 


Mr.  Jack  Ossofsky 
District  65 
13  As tor  Place 
Hew  York  3 
New  York 


GARDEN  CITY,  MAY  4,  1958 


DARLING  GIRLS, 

IT  13  A G-EAT  DI SAPI'OINT MENT  TO  KEITH  AND  ME  NOT 
TO  BE  ON  OUR  WAY  TO  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  THIS  MORNING,  BUT  LAST 
THURSDAY  EVENING  WE  HAD  A TELEPHONE  CALL  FROM  THE  MAN  WHO 
OPENS  OUR  HOUSE  SAYING  THAT  HE  WAS  NOT  ABLE  TO  REACH  IT.  THERE 
WERE  STILL  EIGHTEEN  INCHES  OF  SNOW  ON  ONE  STRETCH  0^  THE  ROAD'. 
AND  NOW  OF  COURSE  WE  DON'T  KNOW  WHEN  WE  CAN  GET  AWAY— WE'LL 
JUST  HAVE  r’0  WAIT  FOR  THE  NEXT  CALL.  OUR  TARGET  DATE  IS 
WEDNESDAY  OR  THURSDAY— WE’ LL  LET  YOU  KNOW. 

I RAN  IN  ON  THE  SPUR  OF  THE  MOMENT  ON  THURSDAY 
TO  SEE  KIT'S  PLAY.  SHE  IS  VERY  BEAUTIFUL  IN  IT  AND  DOES  SOME 
MARVELLOUS  ACTING.  HER  TENDERNESS  TOWARDS  RAMESES  AND  HIS 
SISTER  IS  ALWAYS  APPARENT,  EVEN  WHEN  SHE  IS  JUST  SITTING 
IDLY  WATCHING,  AND  IT  IS  ALWAYS  DELICATELY  HANDLED.  FOUR  OUT 
OF  THE  SEVEN  MAJOR  REVIEWS  IN  NEW  YORK  WERE  GOOD,  BU"  THE 
THEATER  WAS  ONLY  HALF  FILLED  THAT  AFTERNOON  AND  THE  AUDIENCE 
WAS  NOT  WARMLY  RESPONSIVE.  THE  OVERALL  MAGIC  WAS  SOMEHOW  LACKING 
AND  THE  FLAY  IS  NOT  GOING  TO  BE  A COMMERCIAL  SUCCESS.  I AM 
TERRIBLY  SORRY  ABOUT  IT.  I THINK  THE  MAIN  TROUBLE  MAY  LIE  IN 
CHRISTOPHER  FRY'S  SCRIPT  WHICH  READS  BETTER  THAN  IT  ACTS.  AT 
ANY  RATE  IT  13  A DISTINGUISHED  THING  do  HAVE  DONE  AN~  IT  ADDS 

ANOTHER  LAUREL  TO  KIT'S  CROWN. 

WE  ARE  HAVING  THE  HOUSE  HERE  REDECORATED  WHILE 

WE  ARE  AWAY  AND  MY  HEAD  IS  FULL  OF  SPECIFICATIONS  dqp  THE 
ROOFERS  (THEY  MUST  DO  SOME  PATCT  ING),  rUlE  FLOOR  MEN  (THEY 
MUST  DO  SOME  SCRAPING)  AND  THE  FAINTER  (WHO  MUST  DO  SOME  ODD 
BITS  OF  FLAST ERING) . A 90-YEAR  OLD  HOUSE  HAS  A RIGHT  0 NEED 
A LOT  OF  ATTENTION,  BUT  I DON’T  WANT  TO  BE  IN  IT  ' I1  IT  IS 


GETTING  IT.  FORTUNATELY  WE  HAVE  WORKMEN  THAT  WE  CAN  TRUST 
AND  BERTHA  WILL  B~  AROUND  10  DO  A LITTLE  SUPERVISING  IF  IT 
IS  NEEDED. 

WE  ARE  AFRAID  WE  KAY  HAVE  TO  HAVE  A NEW  ROOF  IN  NEW 
HAMPSHIRE— THE  HEAVY  SNOWS  UP  THERE  HAVE  CAUSED  A GOOD 
MANY  CRACKS  AND  CAVE* I NS  ON  THE  ROOFS  OF  SOME  OF  OUR 
FRIENDS  HOUSES.  I ^ON'T  KNOW  WHY  WE  LOVE  HOUSES  SO  MUCH, 
THEY  ARE  ALWAYS  DEMANDING  ATTENTION.  AT  TITS  MOMENT  THE 
KITCHEN  NEEDS  IT  HERE.  BERTHA  IS  OUT  AND  I MUST  GO  WASH 
TH"  DISHES  AND  COOK  SOME  DINNER. 

MY  LOVE  TO  YOU  BOTH  ALWAYS  AND  ALWAYS, 


NELLA 


Ill  Fifth  SI  . , 
May  9,  1953 


Garden  City,  New  York 


Dear  Mr.  Roper: 


I think  It  would  be  perfectly 
splendid  if  you  wrote  to  Helen  and  Polly. 
Polly's  mind  is  not  right,  the  memory  very 
had  Indeed,  but  she  is  aware  and  she  enjoys 
letters.  She  needs  something  to  break  the 
routine,  something  to  banish  for  at  least 
a moment  her  gloom  about  her  predicament. 
Helen  is  superb  with  her — the  nurses  are 
constantly  amazed  at  her  skill  as  a therapist 
and.  in  the  face  of  many  discouragements,  she 
remains  hopeful  about  Polly's  ultimate 
recovery.  I try  to  be  hopeful  too. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Nella  B,  Henney 


Mr.  Elmo  Roper 
30  Rockefeller  Flaza 
New  York  20 
New  York 


Garden  City,  Kay  10,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 


Miss  Herllhy  has  ordered  two  of  the  books  I 
spoke  of:  ON’S  DAY  AT  TETON  MARSH  and  ALMANAC  FOR  MODERNS. 

I hope  you  enjoy  them,  but  If  you  don't  you  don't  have  to 
read  them.  At  any  rate  when  you  are  through  with  them  let 
me  know  and  I will  order  two  more. 

unless  something  extraordinary  and  unforeseen 
happens  Keith  and  I will  set  out  for  New  Hampshire  early 
tomorrow  morning,  spending  one  night  on  the  way.  I h-ve 
left  with  Evelyn  the  telephone  numbers  where  we  can  be 
reached  en  route.  It  is  possible  that  even  after  we  reach 
Snowvllle  we  may  not  be  able  to  get  up:  the  hill  because  of 
mud;  in  that  case  we'll  go  to  an  inn  in  the  neighborhood 
and  call  at  the  post  office  every  day  for  our  mail.  Ve  shall 
always  be  available— I want  you  and  Polly  to  remember  that. 

I was  wonderfully  encouraged  about  ~olly  when 
I talked  with  her  yesterday.  The  old  snap  and  verve  was  in 
her  voice — God  grant  that  it  stay  there. 

Love,  love,  love  always  to  you  both, 

Nella 


Nay  14,  1953 


Dear  hiss  Cron  ' >nd  : 


Helen  Keller 

has  asked  me  to  < - -ink  you  for  your 
kind  Invitation  to  the*  Academy  of  the 
New  Church  an’  to  era  reps  her  regrets 
that  clrc-u  •. stances  make  It  In  :>os  lble 
for  her  to  accept.  She  sends  her  warm 
good  wishes. 


incerely  yours. 


rs.  I ella  hraddy  Henney 
Attorney  'or  ielen  dealer 


Mss  'Renee  Cronlund 
Glenn  Lall 
i ryn  1 hyn 
1 ennsylv ania 


snowilee,  ,tay  14,  1958 


DARLING  GIRLS, 

" 5"  CH~D  T!  FILL  SHORTLY  AFTER  HO  ON  ON 
..OiV AY , FINE  BEAUTIFUL  DAY  WITH  BRIGHT  SUNSHINE  AND 
ICi  ITS  CLOUDS,  BUT  WE  RAN  INTO  HAST  S TR  RI8E8. 

L : .v  F 5NC-  1*  0 FEET  HIGH  APE  STILL  IN 
I ESI  LACKS  IN  LCFS  HD  THE  SEASON  IS  SO 

-V'  THAT  NOTHING  IS  IN  BLOOM,  NOT  EVEN  THE  EARLY  BULBS. 
K’DTIME  IS  NO'  iUI^E  OVER  *iND  WE  SLIPI  ED  AND  SLID  ON  THE 
' 0 A D , B‘!~  DIDN'T  •- CTfTAI  LY  GET  STUCK  UNTIL  WE  TURNS''  INr  0 
OUF.  OWN  YARD  ABOUT  FIFTY  FE^T  FROM  THE  BAC<\  DOOR.  WE  ''ERE 
'^BLE  0 UNLOAD  ALL  RIGHT,  BUT  WE  HAD  TO  GST  THE  NEXT  GAR 

• HAT  CAME  ALONG  OP  S 73  A PUSH  ^0  FREE  US  FROM  THE  MORASS. 

nII'r  WINTER  NON  AND  ICE  CAUSED  MO'  E DA.  AGE 
*0  OUR  ’LACS  THAN  ALL  "HE  HURRICAN  5 " R.  « 

; *$XlGBBS  ^EET  D~EF , IT  WAS  "00  COLD  TF  HERS  ON  r I E HILL 
FOR  I"  TO  MELT  AND  IT  FROZE  ON  THE  TREES,  MAKING  "HE  LIMBS 
"sVY  AND  BRITTLE.  13  INCHES  OF  HEAVY  WET  SNOW  CAKE  CN 
‘TO  0-  THIS  AND  E T REES  AND  SHRUBS  COULDN'T  TAKE  IT. 
THOUSANDS  OF  OUR  TREES  HAVE  • ESN  DAMAGED — LORE  THAN  HUNDRED 

x : OF  THE  HOUSE.  CLYDE  HAD  ALREADY  BEGUN  ' 

• „ NO  ONE 

L aFC;  E GO"  HF~E  ND  I "TIN  v MON'  H/v  ■..TNG  T T !r  E/\CK 

00  3 °R  ON  1HE  TERRACE  WO’rLD  FE  ABLE  ' 0 TELL  HAT  NY  THING 

LUCE  HAD  EVER  HAPPENED— THERE  ARE  AT7TER  ALL  SO  MANX  REES. 

' RAGICAL  Y ENC’GH,  "H  BIRDS  ARE  COMING  F CK 
ON  SC]  EDULE  AND  BECAUSE  Or  r HT  COLD  AN  THE  LACK  OF  FOOD 
TOME  OF  T H M ARE  T'VING . WE  TICKED  UF  A SMALL  FLYCA  CHER 

YR  E°  .Y,  A ->00U  n H °u  ' H "HI  MORNING,  BOTH  B"YOND  HELP. 

SN  .IN  0 IT. 


2 


T1  E INTER  ’ AS  HARD  ON  ANIMALS  AN D MORE  MICE 

S INTO  THE  HOUSE— BO  H >USE  IN  F CT — J N I 

MOAN  ' MORE  ' ORK . I ".IN,  OF  YOU,  FOLLY,  AS  I MO  E ABOUT 
THE  ROOMS  WHERE  SO  MUCH  HAS  "0  BE  DON  -.  VN  THEN  I R1MIND 

MYSELF  H T I DON'T  AVE  TO  DO  IT  ALL  RIGHT  NOV  AN*'  T I 

GETTING  INI 0 A ^RET  ABOUT  IT  ( HICH  VOULD  BT  30  EASY  TO 
DO)  ;*  0 I LIE  I o 'N  RE  D 0 WI ILE.  I 

FOIE  YOU  ARE  I, SITING  'THINGS  SLIDE.  LET'S  BOTH  PROMISE 

OURSELVES  TO  DO  J'JST  THAT  FOR  A COUPLE  OF  MONTHS,  THEN  GO 
AT  " INGS  HAMMER  AND  I ONGS — I HEN  IN  THE  FALL  MAYB7  YOU  AND 
HELEN  CAN  COM-  "H  KS^K  ND  SETTLE  V-'ORLD  AFFAIRS.  'THAT  n MESS 
THEY  ' INI 

VTE  ONG  TO  SE1**  YOU,  OH  SO  MUCH'.!:'. 

7 LEA  E REMEMBER  ME  10  MRS.  MILLER  AND  MRS.  CORBFLY. 
I'LL  EF  IN  TOUCH  VI TH  EVELYN  AND  I'LL  BE  TALKING  VI TH  YOU  BY 
IF  EHHCNE  BEFORE  THIS  REACHES  YOU. 

LO  E,  HOVE,  LOVE,  FROM  K ITH  AND  ME, 


NELL  A 


SNOWVILLE,  MAY  17,  19  58 


DARLING  GIRLS, 

I i AVE  JUST  FINISH ED  READING  "THE  STARS 
GROW  PALE"  BY  KARL  BJARNHOF , T HE  DANISH  AUTHOR.  'j  HIS  IS 
'HE  BOOK  1 HAT  THE  PUBLISHER  ALFRED  KNOPF  SENT  HELEN  FOR 
COMMENT.  SHE  WILL  NOT  WANT  TO  MAKE  A PUBLIC  COMMENT  ON 
IT  I THINK  ANY  MORE  THAN  SHE  DOES  ON  OTHER  BOOKS,  BUT 
IT  IS  QUITE  INTERESTING  AND  VERY  WELL  WRITTEN. 

IT  IS  CALLED  "A  MEMOIR  IN  THE  FORM  OF 
A NOVEL"  AND  IS  THE  STORY  OF  THE  AUTHOR'S  OWN  EXPERIENCE. 
HE  WAS  BORN  IN  KXfcX  1898  IN  A SMATL  TOWN  IN  DENMARK  OF 
IGNORANT,  POVERTY-RIDDEN,  SUPERSTITIOUS  PARENTS.  HIS 
SIGHT  BEGAN  ^0  FAIL  IN  CHILDHOOD  AND  THE  STORY  DEALS 
WITH  HIS  LIFE  FROM  THIS  TIME  UNTIL  A FEW  YEARS  LATER  WHEN 
HE  SETS  OUT  FOR  THE  ROYAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND  IN 
COPENHAGEN.  IT  IS  VERY  TO'.JXCHING,  AS  ALL  SUCH  STORIES 
MUST  BE,  ALL  THE  MORE  SO  BECAUSE  HIS  EYES  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN 
SAVED  IF  HIS  PARENTS  HAD  KNOWN  HOW  ^0  GET  PROPER  MEDICAL 
CARE  FOR  HIM.  BUT  THE  EOY  HAD  A ^INE  BRAVE  SPIRIT,  A LOVE 
0^  NATURE,  AND  A GIFT  FOR  MUSIC.  THE  STORY  ENDS  AS  THE 
EOY  SETS  OUT  FOR  COPENHAGEN,  BUT  BJARNHOF  IN  FACT  WENT  ON 
TO  EECOME  A DISTINGUISHED  CELLIST,  MAKING  CONCEPT  TOURS 
THROUGHOUT  THE  SCANDINAVIAN  FENINSTTLXA  AND  XN®  EUROPE. 
THERE  IS  NO  PROPAGANDA  IN  THE  BOOK  FOR  THE  NEW  METHODS  OF 
HANDLING  THE  BLIND;  IT  IS  A SIMPLE  STORY,  A KIND  OF  I YL . 

OUR  WEATHER  IS  BLEAK  AND  MISTY,  EUT  THE 
HOUSE  IS  WARM  FROM  THE  FURNACE  AND  CHEERFUL  FROM  T H T BIRCH 
LOGS  BURNING  THE  FIREPLACE.  I HAD  PLANNED  TO  SLEEP  UNTIL 


EIGHT  O'CLOCK  EVERY  MORNING  AND  GET  FAT,  BUT  SHORTLY  BEFORE 
SIX  A FLICKER  BEGINS  DRUMMING  ON  THE  BACK  OF  THE  BARN  AND 
WITH  THE  WHOLE  BARN  AS  A SOUNDING  BOARD  HE  MAKES  A RACKET 
THAT  YOU  COULD  ALMOST  HEAR  IN  CONNECTICUT  AND  I GET  UF . YOU 
FROBABLY  KNOW  THE  FLICKER,  THAT  BIG  BROWN  WOODPECKER  THAT 
SPENDS  SO  MUCH  TIME  ON  THE  GROUND  EATING  ANTS.  HE  HAS  A 
WHITE  RUMP  PATCH  WHICH  SLOWS  WHEN  HE  FLIES  AND  HIS  WINGS  ARE 
LINi’.D  WI  , H YELLOW- -L.  E IS  SOMETIMES  CALLED  THE  GOLDEN-WINGED 
WOODPECKER.  THE  MALES  HAVE  A BRIGHT  RED  PATCH  ON  THE  BACK 
OF  IKE  HEAD.  THEY  ARE  VERY  HANDSOME,  BUT  THEY  CAN  CERTAINLY 
BE  A DAMN  NUISANCE. 

I MUST  CONTINUE  WITH  MY  HOUSECLEANING.  THE 
TROUBLE  IS  THAT  BY  THE  TIME  I GET  THROUGH  THE  ROOM  I STARTED 
ON  HAS  TO  BE  CLEANED  UP  ALL  OVER  AGAIN.  I TAKE  IT  EASY  AND 
I HOPE  THAT  IS  JUST  WHAT  YOU  ARE  ^OING  POLLY.  IT'S  THE 
HARD  WAY,  BUT  IT'S  THE  ONLY  WAY. 

MY  LOVE,  MY  LOVE,  MY  LOVE, 


NELLA 


Snowville , N.H.,  May  19,  1958 


Dear  Evelyn, 


I thought  Dr.  Waterhouse  had  the  nerve  of  a 
brass  monkey  to  appropriate  this  poor  devil's  two 
dollars  the  way  he  did.  Mr.  Chapman  was  the  one  who 
sent  Helen  a batch  of  his  poems  and  he  distinctly  said 
that  the  money  was  to  have  them  brailled.  Anyhow  he 
sent  me  another  £2  by  money  order  and  I am  sending 
Helen  a check  for  it  for  her  personal  account.  She'll 
get  rich  at  this  rate. 

I have  taken  care  of  t e other  letters  you 
sent  and  I have  written  Helen  about  the  BJarnhof  book 
TH"  STARS  GROV  PALE.  Very  nice  book,  but  I think  she 
would  not  get  enough  out  of  it  to  make  It  worth  while 
to  have  any  of  it  transcribed. 

Polly  seemed  to  be  holding  on  to  the 
improvement  when  I talked  to  her  from  here  last  week. 

I hope,  hope,  hope  that  this  is  true.  If  there  is 
any  significant  change,  better  or  worse,  I wish  you 
would  telephone  me  collect  here. 

Our  season  is  very  late.  A few  daffodils 
opened  yesterday,  but  except  for  the  crocuses  which 
had  gone  by  the  time  we  got  here,  nothing  else  is 
in  bloom  and  there  are  still  banks  of  snow  in  the 
woods'. 


I think  of  you  all  more  than  I think 
of  anything  else. 


Affectionately , 


May  19,  1958 


Dear  Mr.  Chapman: 


Thank  you  very  much  for  your 
letter  of  Kay  12  with  the  money  order  for  two 
dollars  and  the  Interesting  inclosure  about 
yourself.  I am  cashing  the  money  order  here 
and  sending  Kiss  Keller  a check  for  the 
amount.  Dr.  Waterhouse  is  mistaken  about 
the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  taking 
care  of  all  Kiss  Keller's  correspondence. 

She  does  a great  deal  of  it  herself  and  except 
for  business  letters  pays  out  of  her  own  pocket 
for  having  communications  transcribed  in 
braille.  It  is  not  often  that  anyone  is  as 
thoughtful  as  you  were  to  provide  money  for 
this  service. 


I am  very  sorry  you  h*ve  been 
ill  and  hope  that  this  is  no  longer  the  case. 

With  all  good  wishes  for  the 
success  of  your  poems,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Benney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Georg  Chapman 
511  Bridge  St. 
Lowell 
Mass . 


.S.  I can  be  reached  at  the  above  address  until 
November. 


3nowvllle,  Kay  21,  19 58 


Darling  Girls, 

The  way  I feel  depends  more  than  anything 
else  -lion  the  news  I get  from  Arcan  Ridge  and  since  the 
news  was  so  very  good  yesterday  I feel  fine  this  morning. 

Oh,  Polly,  keep  It  up.  Hold  tight  to  all  you  have  gained. 

Clyde  and  I have  been  busy  In  the  garden 
with  nets  over  our  heads  because  the  black  files  are  so 
bad,  but  the  sun  Is  shining,  the  apple  blossoms  are 
opening,  and  the  little  plants  are  springing  up.  The  snow 
has  nearly  melted,  but  not  quite. 

A lovely  thing  happened.  Clyde  fount  the 
nest  of  a ruffed  grouse,  cunningly  hidden  among  stones 
on  the  north  side  of  the  pine  forest  west  of  the  house. 

You  have  to  know  where  It.  Is  to  see  It  and  we  don't  go 
near  It  often  because  the  mother  files  off  and  does 
her  pitiful  broken  wing  trick  to  lure  us  away.  Ve'll  keep 
our  fingers  crossed  until  ihe  babies  hatch.  So  many  enemies 
are  around:  foxes,  eoons,  skunks,  and  owls,  'hen  you  and 
Helen  come  we'll  show  you  the  place. 

''here  Isn't  much  news,  though  of  course 
In  a little  town  like  this  there  Is  always  a turmoil  over 
something.  About  10  days  ago  the  principal  of  the  school 
showed  a moving  picture  put  out  by  the  Kotex  people  to 
the  boys  and  girls  together  from  the  5th  grade  through  the 
8th  grade  and  the  parents  are  terribly  wrought  up  about  It. 

I think  myself  that  the  principal  showed  bad  Judgement  In 
having  a mixed  audience  In  as  backward  a community  as  this. 
TCverybo  ty  will  get  over  It  and  then  there'll  be  something  else 


to  row  about.  I ere  in  the  cointry  we  make  our  own  drama 
and  we  have  plenty  of  It. 

I am  so  glad  you  are  having  a pleasant  social  week. 
You  both  need  this  kind  of  thing  and  I hope  you  will  have 
lots  of  It  as  the  summer  goes  on.  I’d  like  to  be  in  on  It 
wit  h you  myself . 

Our  great  love  to  you  both,  now  and  always, 


Nella 


y - 4 , • v c > 


Dear  Isa  Fagan: 


. o y ' r.,  ■ ■ , " o Mi  s • • n or 

decided  noi  to  r,  onsor  any  jov  -ior/ta  e/ce  t those 
concerned  with  he*"  own  articular  fir> Ld  of  worli 

and  lea]  ed , es  ecially  for  the  blind,  tl  e 
de  f,  • or-  the  ^eef -blind.  She  canno*  take  •- r ■ in 
your  crusade  or  any  other  of  the  kind--ei  p is 
■ Irea 'y  overburdened  with  t e world-wide  t^ak  she 
has  in  .and.  nd  it  is  in  this  of  course  V at  she 
feels  she  can  be  most  useful. 

H n all  good  v.’ls;  e*,  I am 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mrr  . ft  el  '.a  Freddy  enney 
Attorney  for  ielen  Keller 


iss  ols  B.  ^a.-'-in 
Forward  Now  Inc. 
fOB  175 
Denver  1 
Color-  do 


May  24,  19 58 


Dear  Miss  Nellson: 


„ . . , Some  of  the  sentences  in  vour 

artlcie  seem  reminiscent  of  Miss  Helen  Keller's 
rl  ings,  but  I do  not  recognize  them  as 

5lthai\1i«-8rS;  ^SS  Jeller  is  ^self  so  occupied 
. h Illness  in  her  household  that  I am  unwilling 

vn„aPPr^a?h  her  °n  she  subJ0Ct*  I suggest  that  ° 
you  read  (or  reread)  some  of  her  books,  especlallv 
THV  OPSN  DOOR  a little  book  of  her  philosophy * 
hie.,  -was  published  last  year  by  Doubleday  & Co. 

It  is  ma  e up  of  selections  from  all  her  writlnp-s 
and  contains  a fine  distillation  of  her  philosophy 
Of  course  she  cannot  give  you  permission  to  reprint 
something  that  is  not  hers.  I am  sorry  that  her 
present  situation  is  such  that  it  would  be  an 
intrusion  to  bring  this  to  her  attention  now. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  ^»ella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Miss  Olive  K.  Nellson 
3090  So.  3030  W. 

Salt  Lake  City  4 
Utah 


Snowvllle,  May  26,  1953 


~arllng  Helen, 

It  took  me  a while  to  get  FROM  AN  ANTIQUE 
LAN  because  my  bookseller  had  to  order  It  from  the 
publisher,  but  it  finally  came  a day  or  two  ago  and 
I am  enjoying  it  so  much  that  I am  grateful  to  you  for 
calling  i 1 t o my  attention.  Huxley  has  an  interesting  and 
stimulating  mind  and  while  much  of  the  book  is  discursive 
and  meant  for  readers  less  well  read  and  less  widely 
travelled  than  you,  there  is  still  a good  bit  of  it  that 
you  will  want.  Vhat  I propose  to  do  is  to  make  a kind 
of  synopsis  for  you,  including  excerpts  that  I think  you 
WLH  particularly  like  and  have  Miss  Loges  copy  it  all  for 
you.  Since  I am  my  own  cook  and  housekeeper,  this  will  take 
some  little  time,  but  I shall  enjoy  doing  it. 

You  must  let  me  know  when  you  are  through 
with  the  two  books  that  I had  Evelyn  order  for  you,  so  I 
can  give  her  some  other  titles. 

Some  animal  (a  skunk  we  think)  ravaged  the 
partridge  nest  and  ate  the  eggs;  the  bird  has  moved  to  another 
spo t to  try  again.  A sapsucker  attacked  our  one  white  lilac 
bush  , cutting  holes  through  the  ba^k  to  get  at  the  life 
Juices,  '!h^y  sometimes  kill  trees  this  way.  We  tied 
flut  ering  si  rings  to  the  bush,  but  the  sapsucker  paid  no 
attention  to  them.  We  finally  tied  an  old  coat  of  Keith's 
around  the  truck  and  this  seems  to  have  done  the  trick. 

There  is  a great  flourleh  of  apple  blossoms 
all  over  ♦ t e place  ant  I wish  you  and  Folly  were  here  to 
enjoy  them  with  us. 


I had  a letter  from  Lenore  last  week  saying  that  she 
will  be  In  Wolfeboro  by  June  1.  Sidney  and  Constance  will 
do  all  the  sad  business  about  cleaning  out  the  house  In 
a'asi  lngton  before  it  Is  sold.  She  never  mentions  Kay  and 
I am  afraid  that  something  very  distressing  has  happened 
to  the  girl.  I hope  to  see  Lenore  before  the  summer  is 
gone. 

Some  time  later  this  morning  I shall  call  Polly.  It 
always  does  me  good  to  talk  with  her  and  especially  the 
last  few  times  when  she  has  seemed  so  vigorous  and  alaert. 

I mu 8 1 stop  now  and  get  m at  my  sweeping. 

This  goes  with  my  love  to  you  and  Polly,  always  and 
alway  s, 


Nella 


FROM  AN  ANTIQUE  LAND 
by 

Julian  Huxley 

The  title  of  the  book,  as  you  no  doubt  recognized 

instantly,  is  from  the  first  line  of  Shelley's  famous 
so* Her 

sonnet  OZYMANDIAS:  "I  met  a traveller  from  an  antique 
land."  Huxley  himself  is  the  traveller  here.  It  was  in 
1948  that  he  visited  the  Middle  East  in  connection 

with  the  General  Conference  of  UNESCO  which  was  held  that 
year  in  Beirut.  He  was  already  familiar  with  some  of 
the  countries,  he  is  a perceptive  traveller,  in  this  case 
he  had  special  opportunities  as  an  official  part  of  UNESCO, 
but  he  top*  has  special  opportunities  wherjever  he  goes 
because  his  distinguished  grandfather  Thomas  Huxley  is 
still  remembered  and  because  his  own  distinguished 
career  has  made  him  known  throughout  the  world. 

Near  the  beginning  he  refers  to  the  remark  about  the 
Thames  being  liquid  history.  Then,) 

Pages  14-15 y "With  a twist  of  the  metaphor..."  through 
"To  write  about  the  Middle  East  is  to  write  something  about 
history . " 

By  "history"  here  he  does  not  mean  simply  the 
accumulation  of  "brute  facts"  in  sequence,  though  these 
are  a prerequisite.  "History ...  is  not  merely  a set  of 
facts:  it  is  also  the  building  up  of  the  facts  into  a 
comprehensible  whole,  a coherent  picture  of  the  world  of 
human  development."  There  are  many  ways  In  which  the  historian 
can  approach  the^pols  subject.  Huxley's  is  from  the 


standpoint  of  "evolutionary  humanism,"  the 


Huxley  2 


emphasis  on  the  "properties  and  potentialities  of  man"  as  they 

evolve.  "The  process  has  an  economic  and  material  basis  but 

cannot  be  fully  described  or  comprehended  in  economic  and 

material  terms  alone:  mental  and  spiritual  forces  enter  into 

it,  and  mental  and  spiritual  fulfilment  provides  the  most 

important  standard  for  its  evaluation." 

general 

In  chaPter  2 he  gives  a/description  of  the  land,  much  of 
it  in  geological  terms.  I won't  go  into  this.  But 

Pages  28-29  "One  of  the  things..."  through  "arid  areas 
cultivable . " 

Leave  a space,  then  F.  30 

"It  is  a curious  fact..."  through  "higher  technical 
skill? " 

Chapter  3.  "By  bios:  Doorway  of  Many  Fasts."  By  bios, 

today  a tiny  village  north  of  Beirut,  is  "the  oldest  continuously 
inhabited  town  in  the  world." 

Pages  31-32.  "Byblo$..why  do  I find..."  through  "actually 
passed  the  point." 

The  first  thing  you  see  is  By bios  itself  is  the  ruin  of 
a square  tower  built  by  the  Crusaders.  There  were  already  older 
ruins.  The  Crusaders  were  told  to  select  ruined  cities  as 
sites,  oecause  they  would  provide  plenty  of  stones  for  the  castles 
they  would  have  to  build."  Even  so  far  back  deforestation  had 
to  use  .stone  Instead  of  w^ood. 

I>aSe  35  "It  was  to  this  harbour..."  through  "lain  there 
for  centuries." 

Not  far  from  the  castle  are  the  remains  of  the  walls 

c 

that  were  built  around  the  city  in  the  chalcoli thlp,  (copper 
and  stone)  period  before  3000  B.C.i  The  Hyksos  "with  their  new- 
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engines  of  war,  the  horse  and  the  horse-drawn  chariot"  over- 
came this  settlement.  Tombs  from  the  time  when  the  Egyptians 
held  suzerainty,  "Byblos1  s most  prosperous  period"  remain. 
Classical  authors  of  Rome  mention  a beautiful  Egyptian 
temple,  but  this  has  not  been  unearthed.  There  are  strange 
stone  obelisks  which  seem  to  have  been  regarded  as  gods  or 
at  least  receptacles  for  gods.  "All  through  Semitic  history, 
one  comes  across  sacred  stones." 

Byblos  in  its  heyday  was  the  chief  center  ife  on  the 

Phoenician  coast  of  the  cult  of  Astarte  and  Adonis,  a 

fertility  cult,  the  ritual  of  which  has  not  been  enacted 

for  1500  years.  "The  ancient  religions  of  the  region  were 

submerged  by  the  new  tide  of  Christianity."  But  in  the  old 

days  Isis  and  Osiris  were  so  closely  connected  with 

Astarte  and  Adonis  that  even  today  scholars  are  not  agreed 

as  to  whether  the  cult  of  Adonis  in  Byblos  was  fpar  derived  from 

the  cult  of  Osiris  in  Egypt  or  whether  it  was  the  other  way 

around,  nnirn  n nnifT f1— irmirir  Probably  no  one  could  give  an 

account  of  all  the  religions  that  have  flourished  in 

Moslem 

Byblos  during  its  long  history.  Today  the/population  is 

increasing. 

Our  word  "bible"  comes  from  Byblos. 

Page  46-47  "I  cannot  do  better..."  through  "hundred 
thousand  times  smaller." 

Leave  space. 

"Byblos  is  '•■Bfr’  intimately  concerned  not  merely  with 
the  history  of  paper,  but  with  an  even  greater  cultural 
invention,  alphabetical  writing. . .Most  people,  I imagine, 
take  the  alphabet  more  or  less  for  granted.  Actually  the 
alphabet  is  one  of  the  major  human  inventions,  worthy  to 
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rank  with  the  invention  of  writing  itself."  At  By bios  on  the 
sarcophagus  of  King  Ahiram  dating  from  about  the  12th  century 
B . C . is  an  inscription  in  alphabetic  script,  a script 

"unquestionably  ancestral  to  all  the  alphabets 
of  the  modern  world."  The  alphabet  developed  out  of 
pictograph  writing  and  the  "idea"  of  the  alphabet  seems  to 
have  been  discovered  by  a Semitic  people  in  this  area,  a 
Phoenician  people.  They  were  traders  and  "It  is  interesting 
that  this  notable  new  invention  sprang  from  the  material 
needs  of  trade  (it  made  keeping  records  of  transactions  so 
much  easier),  not  from  the  claims  of  pure  knowledge  or 
literary  record.  Indeed  it  seems  that  even  the  Greeks  were 
much  slower  to  use  alphabetic  writing  for  recording  their 
poems  and  dramas  than  for  commercial  transactions." 

Once  the  basic  principle  of  the  alphabet  was  grasped 
it  was  developed  in  different  ways  by  different  people, 
thus  illustrating  "what  seems  to  be  a general  characteristic 
of  human  life--namely  the  inseparable  twin  tendencies, 
towards  differentiation  and  towards  integration...  " 

Fage  "It  also  shows..."  through  "process  of 
history  itself." 

Chapter  4.  : ^Baalbek  and  the  Proliferation  of  Divinity. 

Huxley  calls  Baalbek  "the  show-place  of  the  Lebanon"  because 
of  its  stupendous  ruins.  The  columns  of  the  Temple  of 
Jupiter,  built  by  the  Romans,  are  the  tallest  in  the  world. 
Some  of  the  original  54  are  still  standing,  others  have 
fallen  and  still  others  have  been  taken  away  "to  form 
parts  of  other  buildings,  such  as  Santa  Sophia  in 
Constantinople,  dedicated  to  other  religions." 
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There  are  tie  ruins  of  a Temple  to  Eacchus  and  one  to 
Venus,  all  built  by  the  Romans  on  a grand  scale  during  the 
days  when  this  area  was  one  of  their  rich  granaries.  They 
incorporated  the  indigenous  religion  with  theirs  by 
identifying  Jupiter  with  Baal,  etc.  instead  of  forcing  the 
people  to  accept  Jupiter  as  conceived  by  the  Romans  as  the 
god  of  gods.  Other  ancient  gods  are  represented  in  this 
area,  including  those  of  the  Hittites,  the  Sumerians,  and 
the  Egyptians. 

Pages  65-66  "Most  of  the  ancient  divinities..."  through 
"developments  of  its  social  functions." 

Chapter  5.v'Lebanon:  Phoenician  Land/ Modern  Lebanon,  as  you 
know,  is  roughly  the  same  as  ancient  Phoenicia.  What 
shocked  me  most  in  this  chapter  is  that  the  famous  Cedars 
of  Lebanon  have  almost  disappeared.  Only  a few  hundred  trees 
remain,  w m&mmm tfrti wpwmwmMS Brf 

Pages  69-70  "We  can  hardly  wonder..."  through  "moisture 
conserving  mantle." 

Leave  space 

Page  72  "Today  the  four  chief  centers  of  ancient 
Phoenicia..."  through  "other  Lebanese  towns." 

s 11 

Huxley  was  greatly  stuck  by  "the  enormous  shell  moundj^ 
near  the  city  wall  of  Sid*n,  "over  150  feet  high . . . ent irely 
composed  of  the  waste  from  the  purple  industry,  in  the  shape 

n 

of  millions  of  Murex  shelplls." 

Pages  73-76  "Murex  purple  was  the  most  prized  dye..." 
through  "have  been  superseded  by  us." 


Huxley  6 


Huxley  did  not  find  Beirut  very  striking,  but  very  busy. 

I believe  that  you  are  familiar  with  the  city.  He  was  much 
occupied  with  igOPEfflAiiiiiiliiiiH  i:  the  UNESCO  Conference  here,  found 
many  difficulties  and  so  much  to  be  done  that  it  seemed  almost 
hopeless  but  came  away  with  a sense  of  small  positive 
achievements — the  same  feelings  that  you  must  have  had  many 
times  when  you  have  tried  to  develop©  and  improve  the  wotk  for 
the  blind  in  backward  areas . 

This  will  shock  you:  Page  79  "I  have  one  socio-ornithologlcal 
recollection..."  through  "small  finches." 

Chapter  6.  Turkey:  Past  and  Present.  Huxley  was  deeply 
impressed  by  the  strides  forward  that  Turkey  has  made  since 
the  end  of  the  First  World  War.  "Even  after  a feW  days,  the 
visitor  realizes  that  the  country  has  set  its  feet  firmly  and 

ii 

inevitably  on  the  road  of  modernization. 

Page  94  "'£he  effectiveness  of  the  transformation..." 
through  "academic  gossip." 

Santa  Sophia  "both  is  and  deserves  to  be  the  most  famous 
building"/Ln  Istanbul. 

Page  9y  "For  nearly  five  centuries..."  through  "prototype 
in  beauty." 

A great  deal  of  archealogical  work  is  going  on  in 
Turkey,  the  Turks  themselves  busy  with  it,  as  well  as  the 
British.  From  this  we  may  learn  much  more  about  the  #»*■•** 
"Danaans  and  the  Achaeans . . .and  the  factual  basis  for 
Immortals  legends  like  those  of  Jason's  Argonauts.  The 
Turks  have  taken  over  the  Hlttltes  as  their  cultural 
ancestors  (the  genealogical  line  is  not  altogether  clear) 
and  they  have  a Museum  largely  filled  with  Hlttite  remains. 

"Some  of  the  gods  were  grim,  and  some  of  the  art  distinctly 
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You  will  be  Interested  in  this  comment: 

Page  110  "Kemal  Ataturk..."  through  "entire  days." 

* >' 

Chapter  7:  Modern  Jordan  and  Ancient  Petra 

In  Jordan  (Transjordan)  Huxley  was  received  three 
times  by  King  Abdullah. 

Pages  112-113  "King  Abdullah  was  easily..."  through 
"for  the  Middle  East." 

Petra  Is  the  "rose-red  city  half  as  old  as  time," 

fv  once  a prosperous  caravan  city,  now  in  ruins  and  so 

remote  that  to  reach  it  Huxley  had  to  get  up  at  4 A.M. , 

travel  2§  hours  by  plane,  2|  hours  by  car,  2\  hours  by 

horseback,  and  2^  hours  "roughlsh  walking."  But  he  found 

it  worth  It.  The  entrance  to  the  city  is  through  a narrow 

gorge  called  the  Siq  which  is  said  by  tradition  to  have 

been  made  by  Moses'  rod  when  he  struck  the  rock.  Joseph 
caravan  ^ JU-*- 

was  sold  to  headed  this  wagt  and  the  ^ueen  of 

**  A 

Sheba  came  through  on  her  way  to  Solomon.  Some  of  the 
mountainous  rocks  are  actually  rose-red,  others  are 
multi-colored.  The  stone  was  ndtquarried,  the  buildings 
were  actually  carved  out  of  the  rocks.  Huxley  found  the  ruined 
city  "provocative,  unique,  fantastic,"  and  feels  that  it 
"should  be  one  of  the  starred  exhibits  in  jpuMriMi  a world 
museum  of  civilization." 

Pages  131-132:  "For  this,  Petra  whould  be  fitted..." 
through  "should  be  done." 

Chapter  8. ''Damascus,  Port  of  the  Desert.  Two  cardinal 
facts:  1,  that  Damascus  is  a port,  like  a sea-port,  only 
it  is  a desert  port  and  has  been  for  more  than  a thousand 
years,  "the  point  of  embarkation  for  the  pilgrim  caravans 
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to  Mecca,"  the  caravans  now  travelling  by 

planes,  jeeps,  automobiles,  and  buses  instead  of  camels;  2, 
Damascus  is  the  oldest  continuously  inhabited  large  city  (not 

village)  in  the  world— it  was  an  important  city  a thousand 

\ 

years  before  the  time  of  Abraham.  Huxley  was  stpuok  by 
its  excellent  museum— he  is  a great  one  for  museums  everywhere. 
You  are  familiar  with  Damascus  and  with  the  various  problems 
of  Syria,  so  I won't  go  further  into  this  chapter  unless 
you  want  me  to — you  can  let  me  know. 

Chapter  9:' Palmyra,  the  Caravan  Empire/  The  ruins  of 
Palmyra,  once  a proud,  flourishing  city,  became  famous  even 
before  those  of  Petra.  This  was  the  city  of  Zenobia  and  again 
I won't  go  into  detail  unless  you  want  me  to.  I imagine  you 
have  had  most  of  the  information  here  from  other  sources. 

Chapter  10: ^Northern Syria  and  its  Dead  Cities.’ 

This  immmm  Includes  the  Antioch  region.  Dead  cities,  I find, 
however  famous  and  well-preserved,  tend  after  a while  to 
become  monotonous,  but  it  was  here  that  Huxley's  ever- 
restless  and  inquiring  mind  went  off  on  another  tack: 

Pages  168-173:  "A  curious  zoological  fact..."  through 
"migratory  birds,  large  and  small." 

Further  along,  after  commenting  upon  the  hundred  and 
more  dead  towns  in  the  Aleppo  region,  witnesses  of  the 
past  fertility  of  the  land  Huxley  says  this:  Page  174 

from  "The  primary  reason..."  through  "completed  the  tale." 

Chapter  ll.^Baghdad  and  the  Twin  Rivers.  This  chapter 
gave  me  a shock.  I had  always  pictured  the  city  of  Haroun 
al  Raschid  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  world  and 
was  quite  upset  to  read  that  it  is'hot,  dusty,  flat,  with 
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Mil  buildings  mostly  of  ugly -coloured  brick.  K— mi  "However, 
it  can  hardly  help  Itself."  Without  trees  or  stone,  it  had 
to  use  mud — "mud  has  been  transformed  into  a metropolis,  and 
the  city  betrays  its  material  origin  by  its  appearance." 

Pages  180-181  "Of  course  embellishments. ."through  "blue  of 
the  sky." 

Huxley  describes  the  bazaars  and  visited  the  ruins  of 
Ctesphon,  says  something  about  the  original  planning  of 
the  city  of  Baghdad.  Then:  Page  139  "All  of  Lower  Mesopotamia., 
through  "may  be  indicated." 

Leave  space,  then  Pages  192-193:  "My  last  day  in  Iraq... 
through  "only  events  can  give  the  answer." 


Chapter  12:* The  Birth  of  Civilization.'  This  is  devoted  to 
the  Iraq  Museum,  "one  of  the  notable  sights  of  Baghdad." 

High  spots:  The  earliest  sickles  were  made  of  clay  and  how 
very  dull  they  must  have  beenl  Next  they  had  small  flint 
teeth  cemented  to  wood  or  bone,  first  to  rib  bones,  later 
to  Jaw  bones  because  the  curve  made  them  more  efficient. 

From  this  the  curved  metal  sickle  was  a natural  step  and 
this  Implement  lasted  for  7000  years  "until  it  was  superseded 
within  living  memory  by  the  reaping  machlne--a  drastic 
revolution  in  agricultural  technique." 

The  cement  used  to  fasten  the  teeth  to  the  early 

sickles  was  bitumen,  a natural  product  of  the  area.  Noah 

used  it  to  waterproof  his  Ark  and  it  is  still  used  in 

making  boats,  the  small  coracles  which  Cert  rude  Bell,  the 

authority  on  the  Middle  East 
great  traveller  and  awtkimi +*^"+**^ 

waterproof  baskets."  And  it  was  used  in  erecting 


the  Tower  of  Babel. 
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One  "exciting  exhibit"  shows  the  development  of 
written  language  from  pictographs  to  alphabet.  A head  in 
marble  or  alabaster,  dating  from  before  3000  B.C.  is 
claimed  to  be  the  earliest  portrait  yet  discovered.  The 
Museum  is  rich  in  treasures  excavated  by  Sir  Leonard 
Woolley  at  Ur,  the  city  of  Abraham,  including  jewels, 
garments,  drinking  vessels,  daggers,  seals,  and  a great 
collection  of  clay  tablets.  Artifacts  are  here  from  the 
Assyrian  empire,  "in  many  respects  the  most  frightful 
power  in  recorded  history."  (Personally  I think  I would 
also  include  the  Aztecs  ttMte;  how  I have  always  hated 
everything  I have  known  about  these  two  peoples,  however 
fine  some  of  their  technical  achievements  may  have  been.) 

Chapter  13:'*Per8ia  and  Its  Blue  Mosques. 1 

Huxley  did  not  find  Teheran  "very  exciting  as  a city, 
either  architecturally  or  historically."  I think  Jimmy 
Adams  would  agree  with  him--he  said  it  was  "like  Buffalo 
with  mountains."  Huxley  did  not  have  time  to  go  to 
Persepolis,  but  he  did  visit  Isfahan,  a fabulous  city, 
largely  the  creation  of  Shah  Abbas.  The  great  Blue 
Mosque  is  of  course  one  of  the  world's  famous  buildings, 
but  there  are  others  here  almost,  if  not  quite,  as 
beautiful.  And  one  at  least  that  Huxley  thought  more  so. 

He  felt  that  the  Persians  had  been  to  the  cultural  life  of 
Islam  "in  its  conquering  prime"  what  the  Greeks  had  been 
to  the  Roman  Empire  in  its  heyday.  The  Mongols,  savage 
destroyers,  put  an  end  to  this  phase,  exterminating  whole 
city  populations,  wrecking  irrigation  sy st ems--leaving 
devastation.  Rebuilding  took  place,  notably  under  Shah 
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Abbas,  but  we  shall  never  know  what  heights  these  people 
might  have  reached,  had  it  not  been  for  Genghiz  Khan. 

■'  ti 

Chapter  14.  On  the  Banks  of  the  Nile.  You  have  been  so 
recently  In  Egypt  and  are  so  familiar  with  the  problems  that 
he  discusses  here  that  I think  I need  not  go  much  Into 
this  chapter.  His  final  conclusion: 

Page  237  "The  future  of  Egypt..."  through  "international 
participation. " 

// 

Chapter  15.  Pyramids.  Little  that  is  new  can  be  said  about 
the  Pyramids  (except  as  archaeologists  uncover  new  details). 
Here  I think  is  Huxley's  best  comment: 

Page  239  "Familiarity..."  through  "any  other  work  of  man. 

ii 

Chapter  l6.,lThe  Egyptian  Past.  Fart  of  this  chapter  is 
straight  t ravelog--Luxo r , Karnak,  the  Tomb  of  Tutankhamen 
"and  other  wonders  of  the  Valley  of  the  Kings,"  then  a 
run-over  of  Egyptian  history. 

In  summary:  Pages  273-274.  "As  a first  step...'  through 
"And  so  on  and  so  forth." 

Leave  space,  then  Pages  275-276.  "Today  the  major 
problem..."  through  "our  scientific  knowledge." 

Before  I leave  Egypt  I must  say  that  Huxley  paid 
tribute  to  Taha  Hussein,  the  blind  poet  and  administrator, 
whom  he  met  and  whose  "very  interesting  and  moving 
autobiography  he  read. 

Chapter  17.'Kno8sos  and  the  Minoan  Civilization.  A quick 
look  around  is  what  comes  in  this  chapter  with  this 
conclusion  at  the  end: 
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Fage  290  "But  ray  brightest  impression..."  through  "the 
modern  world." 

i>  it 

Chapter  18  And  Last.  Huxley  says  the  first  general 
reaction  from  a tour  of  the  Middle  East  is  likely  to  be  one 
of  bewilderment  and  disillusion.  The  region  which  once  led 
the  world  in  the  conquest  of  civilization  and  kept  its  lead 
for  millennia  has  fallen  behind.  Good  things  are  happening 
like  the  rebirth  of  Turkey,  the  establishment  of  welfare 
centers  and  universities,  but  the  whole  region  is  backward 


The  chief  points  now  demanding  attention,  according 
to  Huxley  are:  1)  the  renewal  of  natural  resources,  inclddlng 
water  power  and  forests;  2)  over-population;  3)  the  discontent 
of  the  common  people  to  whom  modern  science  has  given  hope 
that  their  misery  and  poverty  can  be  alleviated ; 'Wtk  4)  the 
reaction  against  imperialism  and  ^hi  colonialism,  with 
its  concomitant  rise  in  xenophobic  nationalism;  5)  the 
religious  revival  in  Islam,  "an  escape  towards  the  past  and 
away  from  the  realities  of  the  present"  in  the  midst  of 
the  infiltration  of  Western  techniques  and  ideas  into  the  area 
6)  modern  science  which  is  inevitably  the  base  upon  which 
further  progress  in  this  as  in  other  regions  must  rest. 

A new  $fetd>£flHin  way  of  thinking  is  required  on 

our  side: 

Pages  300-301  "Current  terms..."  through  "single 
human  personality." 
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Leave  space,  then  Page  303  "The  Middle  East..."  through 
"I  shall  be  content." 

The  End 


Snowvllle,  June  2,  1953 


Darling  Girls, 


: ere  are  three  more  reviews  of  THE  OFEN  OOR 
^ro.:  arbara  Ellis.  She  I3  as  amazed  as  everybody  else 

that  they  should  keep  coming  in  so  long  after  the  book 
was  published. 


I have  nearly  finished  the  synopsis  with 
xong  excerpts  from  the  Huxley  book.  I hope  you  both  find 
it  interesting  and  I think  you  will,  partly  because  you 
are  already  amiiiar  with  much  of  the  area  he  covers  in 
tie  fiddle  East.  I am  sending  11  before  long  to  Miss  Loges 
and  I am  paying  for  it  for  your  birthday  presen* .Helen 
Very  likely  you  won't  get  it  by  the  birthday,  for  It  will 
take  some  time  for  the  transcribing,  but  this  won't  matter 
becau  e the  birthday  will  probably  give  you  many  other  things 
to  attend  to. 


Nice  gentle  rain  this  morning,  very  welcome 
because  the  garden  needs  it.  Ve  are  living  in  a symphony 
of  green — every  possible  shade  from  the  dark  spruces  and 
ines  f o the  light  delicate  leaves  of  the  poplars  and 
birches — a lovely  season,  but  oh,  the  black  flies.  They 
are  positively  vicious. 

"emamber  me  to  Mrs.  Miller  and  Mrs.  Corbely. 
And,  as  my  grandfather  used  to  say  at  the  close  of  his 
letters  to  my  grandmother,  "Accept  my  love." 


Nella 


June  2,  1958 


Dear  Miss  Loges: 


There  Is  no  tearing  hurry  about 
this  and  anyway  you  can't  begin  It  until  you 
receive  the  book  FROM  AN  ANTIQUE  LAND  which 
I am  sending  out  today  In  a separate  package. 

I hope  that  the  Inserts  that  I have  marked 
to  be  Included  are  clear;  If  not,  please 
let  me  know.  I am  keeping  a carbon  to  which 
I can  refer.  All  this  is  to  go  on  my  bill. 

Don't  give  It  precedence  over  other  matters 
that  are  more  urgent. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Ever  gratefully  yours. 


Miss  Elsa  M.  Loges 


June  7,  1958 


Dear  Lenore, 

I meant  to  drop  you  a line  before 
now,  but  what  with  this  and  that  I haven't 
done  much  of  anything  except  give  rather 
languid  attention  to  the  house  and  the 
cooking.  I am  glad  you  are  in  the  neighborhood, 
so  to  speak,  and  hope  to  see  you  before  long. 

Since  Keith  has  to  go  back  to 
New  York  the  last  week  of  this  month,  I shall 
go  down  with  him  and  spend  Helen's  birthday 
at  Arcan  Ridge.  Polly  is  definitely  on  firmer 
ground  in  her  recovery,  but  in  many  ways  this 
increases  the  difficulties.  She  has  just  taken 
one  of  her  wild  and  unreasonable  dislikes  to 
the  day  nurse  who  has  been  most  skilful  in 
administering  the  rehabilltat ion  exercises. 

This  means  the  nurse  must  go — Polly  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  her  and  there  is  no  use  in 
her  staying  around.  The  night  nurse,  who  is 
still  in  favor,  will  change  her  hours,  and 
the  cook,  a Scots  woman,  also  in  favor  (thus 
far)  will  take  on  some  of  the  nursing  duties. 

A good  cleaning  woman  comes  in  two  or  three 
times  a week  and  they  will  try  to  get  along 
without  a second  nurse.  Poor  Helen— alas, 
poor  Helen'.  I don't  think  there  is  anything: 
that  can  be  done — the  secretary,  Mrs.  Seide, 
is  a little  saint,  if  ever  there  was  one — but 
I want  to  touch  base  to  see  for  myself.  Kit.  and 
Nancy  are  in  Europe,  in  Eavaria  at  the  moment, 
in  Israel  with  Kit's  play  THE  FIR  :T  BORN 
later  this  month,  not  back  in  the  US  for  some 


weeks.  Th.ay  are  devotedly  loyal  and  so  Is 
Amelia,  but  Polly  is  awfully  bitchy  with 
Amelia.  Amelia  takes  It,  but  I sometimes 
wonder  how  she  can.  But  thank  Qod  she  does 
and  she  keeps  Mr.  Migel  in  line.  He  doesn't 
like  Polly  and  never  has.  Enough  of  this. 

I see  11+ tie  but  sorrow  ahead,  but  I ne^er 
was  much  of  an  optimist. 


Affectionately , 


Snowvllle,  June  11,  1958 


Darling  Girls, 

‘ elth  Just  learner!  this  morning  that  the 
r!ate  of  hie  AFC  Committee  meeting  la  June  ?0.  Ve’ll  come 
down  as r3 y so  I can  be  with  you  on  the  27th.  As  I told 
i oily  over  the  telephone  I had  planned  to  spend  this 
time  with  Catherine  Conant  and  that  we  were  going  to 
drive  over  to  Stockbridge,  Mass,  to  see  Pill  and  Margaret 
Gibson,  but  the  closer  the  t l;ne  came,  the  more  I felt  that 
I would  rather  be  with  the  two  of  you,  though  I love  all 
these  other  people  very  much.  It  is  possible  that  Ann  will 
be  with  me,  but  she  is  on  her  way  to  Atlanta  now  to  help 
out  with  the  family  of  a friend  of  hers  who  Is  having  a 

very  serious  operation  on  her  heart  and  she  may  be  delayed. 

oily’s  big  improvement  has  lifted  our 
spirits  more  than  I can  say  and  I pray  God  it  continues. 

I know  that  it  is  irksome  to  you  both  to  be  obliged  to 
have  so  many  people  in  the  house,  but  alas,  it  must  be 
for  some  time  to  come.  I have  felt  that  both  Mrs.  Killer 
and  1 rs.  Corbel y are  both  well  trained  and  very  skilful 
and  I know  that  they  love  and  admire  both  of  you  very 
much,  dhis  is  a great  comfort  to  me. 

I long  for  the  27th  to  come.  It  seems 

right,  and  fitting  that  we  should  be  together  on  Helen's 

birthday,  he  next  one  should  be  spent  on  Fosb  Mt. — Keith 
and  I are  already  counting  upon  it. 

centime  our  love,  our  love,  our  love, 


Pella 


Snowville,  J me  12,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 

I t .in*  your  letters  to  Kiss  Heftel 
and  Hr.  5ockman  were  written  with  admirable  tact 
and  to  avoid  delay  by  sending  them  down  to  Evelyn 
o type  I have  typed  them  rnyeelf  and  signed  my 
name  as  your  attorney:  they  will  go  out  today. 

My  deep  and  earnest  prayers  are  that 
the  new  regime  at  A^can  Ridge  will  work  smoothly  and 
happily,  but  if  our  dear  Polly  needs  more  elp  t :nn 
it  gives  her  she  must  have  it.  I do  so  much  want  to 
talk  with  both  of  you.  I shall  spend  the  night  of 
June  27th  wiih  you,  but  Ann  will  very  likely  not  be 
with  me.  The  illness  of  her  friend  I am  af rai  ; will 
keep  her  In  Atlanta  until  some  time  in  July. 

: snore  telephoned  me  yesterday  from 
wolfeboro.  She  loved  the  letter  you  sent,  her  recently. 

And  I love  you  and  Polly, 


Nella 


June  12,  1958 


Dear  Mr.  Sockman: 


Mias  Keller  appreciates  greatly 
the  compliment  wtlch  you  have  paid  her  in  asking 
for  her  view  on  the  proposed  election  of  Oreille 
Wright  to  the  Hall  of  Fame.  She  admires  warmly  the 
splendid,  far-reaching  achievement  of  both 
Orville  and  Wilbur  Wright,  but  she  does  not  feel 
competent  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  question 
to  which  you  re"er  in  your  letter. 

With  Miss  Keller’s  hope  that  the 
brothers  who  labored,  so  enthusiastically  for 
aviation  may  both  be  duly  honored,  I am 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Neila  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Ralph  W.  Sockman,  Director 
Hall  of  Fame 
53  Washington  Sq.  South 
New  York  12 

N.Y. 


rear  Miss  Heftel: 


-•iss  Keller  has  asked  me  to 
reply  to  your  letter,  as  her  time  is  crowded 
with  work  for  the  blind. 


She  has  no  pattern  for  the 
education  and  develop  of  children.  She  does  not 
believe  that  any  two  persons,  handicapped  or 
normal,  are  quite  alike.  The  true  teacher 
approaches  them  individually  and  develops 
them  according  to  their  desires  and  abilities. 

„ _ Keller  says  emphatically 

that  after  her  education  began  she  had  "no 
agonizing  heartaches  and  frustrations  of 
childhood.  She  thinks  of  her  years  as  the 
happiest  when  Miss  Sullivan  led  her  out  of 
rebellion  to  the  light  and  freedom  of  the 
spirit . 


Miss  Keller, 


With  warm  greetings  from 

I am 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  fJella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Miss  Rae  Keftel 
359  South  County  Road 
Palm  Beach 
Florida 


June  14,  1958 


Dear  Evelyn. 


uelen's  two  letters  came  the  dey 
I talked  with  you.  I thought,  them  both  very" 
good  and  in  order  to  avoid  further  delay  In 
answering  them  I typed  them  off  oc±g  myself 
and  mailed  them  from  here. 

I was  very  troubled  about  folly. 

She  was  so  distrait  that  I never  did  understand 
all  ths*  she  was  trying  to  tell  me.  I simply 
don't  see  how  she  is  going  to  cope  with  things 
and  I think  she  may  recognize  this  herself. 

But  anyway  I don't  see  that  anything  could  he 
done  except  what  has  been  done.  It  is  all  very 
sad  and  frightening. 

Even  if  my  sister  1b  in  Garden 
City  at  the  time,  I shall  not  bring  her  to 
Arcan  Ridge  for  the  night,  but  I'll  be  there 
myself  and  try  to  play  it  be  ear  from  then  on. 

I may  call  you  at  home  some  evening  before 
long — I need  to  talk  with  you. 

We  still  haven't  had  any  summer,  but 
today  is  beautiful,  though  windy  and  snappy. 
Everything  is  behind.  Ou^  lettuce  is  about  an 
inch  high  and  generally  we  are  eating  it  by  this 
time . 


Affectionately  always, 


June  16,  1958 


=ar  Kiss  Medelman: 


Kiss  Helen  Keller  has  ashed  me 
to  reply  to  your  letter  of  June  7.  A few  years 
ago  she  decided  that  she  would  no^  lend  her  name 
to  any  causes  or  organizations  outside  her  own 
special  field  of  work  for  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and 
the  deaf-blind,  no  matter  how  dear  fo  her  heart 
these  other  entemrlses  might  be.  So  much  remains 
to  be  done  for  those  who  share  her  handicaps  that 
she  feels  she  must  use  her  energies  and  Influence 
in  their  behalf  during  the  r^st  of  her  allotted 
span. 


With  all  good  wish.63,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  A,ella  Braddy  I-enney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Miss  Katherine  ' edelman 
309  Madison  Ave. 

Norf  oik 
Nebraska 


Deo  r i s i n>-'  r e • 


I vent  o' or  your  questions  with 
■L  1 ' hot  son  w an  I was  wj  ] m 0, 

' e : W 3 ■ >1  wm 


I s a 
f 1 s '■ 


Mins  ell'-r  is  naturally  right -bonded . 
but  b 9 uses  both  Inds  with  great  skill,  i8ualiy 
r^'lin.  witl  : : left  and  and  "11  : er.lng"  - it  *•  * 
right  : and.  c' 


' 'ho  year a at  the  Wrlght-Humason 
00.  t ey  lived  the  Bchoo]  itself, 

o for  as  ;'if  8 Keller  knows,  the 
"oy;ei  Is*  house  in  Carr,  bridge  lad  no  connection  with 
'•illi'.’tn  "eon  'ovells . 

iSfl  e .er  thinks  the  V.  rent  ham  house 
1 > or  1917.  J o r I a 1 3 Marsh  in  Boston  might 

gi  e you  the  -late.  They  bought  il  for  n rest  home. 

•he  eien  oiler  Shrine  in  Tuscw® tola, 
t the  information  you  bout 

I’ y Green.  r or  es  t and  Stream  should  b»  your  best  source 
on  the  3 at  e of  the  letter  about  T iones: '. 

As  "or  your  trailer  question,  I ' hlnk 
no  one  knows  ov  any  or-eni?r t ions  : 1-  r Keller  as 
b~rn  Jireci ly  rep;  or  sib  !.e  for , but  there  are  few  r-t 
lave  nol  been  influenced  by  her  and  she  la  still  on  the 
bo-  rd  of  several  in  this  country.  The  AFB  co?]d  'robably 
1 elp  es  much  ns  anyone. 

I lave  no  connection  with  the  AFB  • n*1 
all  communications  s oul'’  be  sent  to  me  at  tin  rbcne 
adores-  un  i!,  round  thr  lddle  of  November. 

very  sincerely  yours, 


las  Cat  ferine  Ovens  e'-re 
29  r 3t  . John' s L;  e 
Brooklyn  33 
New  York 


nowvllle,  J y 4,  9^3 


Drling  Girls, 


J i it  a veek  a.  o I vita  with  you  for  a very 
a-  ry  ley  which  I ah'  1 always  >"e  p-rber . It  *'  ve  e deep 
joy  to  feel  that  in  your  household  you  ere  sarromded  by 
friends.  It  gave  your  home  a lo1  el  y atmosphere  whic 
co  runicates  Itself  to  everyone  v o comes  near  It.  3o  nay 
it  always  continue! 

Amelia  wanted  ve  to  write  elen  a formal  note 
acce  ting  • mberr  lj  in  the  Advisory  Bo  rd  of  r >ste  8.  I have 
’one  \ er  bidding  and  am  Inclosing  a co’ y of  it. 

I have  as  ed  *H*j?xiyt»  Fvelyn  to  send  you  tvo 
s in  Braille,  : elen.  They  will  take  you  as  far  away 
from  t .•  « resent  orld  as  the  printed  v;ord  can  carry  you. 

One  i 3 about  ’r,  the  city  of  Abraham,  end  it  !-•  by  t e 
famous  fcrltis:  archaeologist,  Sir  Leonard  ' oolley,  w o 

d l * such  raarve  loss  excavations  there,  ’the  other  is  is 
about  life  a ong  tie  Eskimos  by  a Frenchman  who  ?ived  with 
them  an4  *k±xx±kexlifemh«  the  way  of  living  1 t he  describes 
is  almost  ns  extinct  as  t.  e way  of  living  of  t e Chaldees.  It 
is  a true  story  and  i eith  and  i both  found  i*  completely 
fascinating. 

" e had  a summer  day  yesterday,  but  this 
.orning  is  so  cool  that  we  ave  fires  in  the  fire  l^ces 
Oi  r oor  go  rd  ens  simply  don’t  grow*  he  floi  er*  re 
doing  better  and  t e yard  is  full  of  baby  birds  crying  for 
boi  ething  to  eat  and  parents  trying  to  supply  it.  It  is 
ell  verj  leasant  md  Lnr  and  eitl  i nd  I wish  you  were  re* 

x ease  re  - her  n;e  to  rs.  Corbely  and  . i "nd 
Mrs.  Campbell.  I '.o’ ed  being  with  every  one  of  you. 

y o’' e,  my  ovp,  my  love, 


Nella 


J|,iy  r,  1958 


"nr  lr-g  »iAn, 


■‘•0  ‘o  b^como  * ,mhl"  JJ’,r  birthday  y0- 

of  .your  -rjstaaa  I naid^v rd 
»ovid.  I a..  , er,  1 •■  of  cere  I 

lo’j  know  t!  la  already  hH*  T ’ iy  1o  be  on#f* 

l°  '-ri-ing  b.,;-;"  J,af;  Pl,"tlne  11 

an  I RIt,  sanllng  a .b’'l""'llk* 

Ansila  for  h.r  m*s?  1 18  no,°  *° 


y love  ‘ o 


you  and  Jolly  always. 


iss  ' oion  Keller 
Arc  an  R1  ’ge 
• OBtr  ort 
Connoc  t lc  t 


J iy 


C 

9 


v.  53 


Tear  Mss  . ■ ck: 


I ..  ao  sorry  tb  t you  are 


no’  well — It  ps  seemed  to  mn  t ft.  there 
>-  a v=en  1 ln^B"  p.r  1 aorrov  on  every  and 
•*urln^  this  Leal  year.  I ' rP  batter 

now . 


; 9r  births”.  Folly  is  f r fro  a being  ereelf , 
but  she  is  stll  a ling  slow  imr rov ement.  h elan 

Is  magnificent,  a to- or  of  strength  'or  ’’oily 
an1  every  one  e ae.  er  hnir  la  crofted  now  mfl 
o * becoming.  nhe  o‘ogr-  hs  t '•  t .elf'  ■ -'e 
of  er  in  t e or  1 + '-  are  now  n eraeded  by 

tMa  new  hair  t !,<  ' a 'on*  t ava  any  of  th®m 

vith  ia.  I'li  try  to  reme  bar  than  when  wa  retun 

to  G-  r en  City  In  Nove  ber. 


Yorl  nfl  ri  ir  auni  In* 

o ome  bt  where  it  la  ilet. 

With  p ' .1  good  wiEh.es  for  e 
<u  er  of  health  im.  rove  ert , I m 


I - ent  town  o be  with  helm  on 


e were  bt  t. o eave  t’  e heat 


^ er  sincerely  yours. 


*9 


July  5,  1958 


Dearest  Nancy, 


to 


I went  down  t0  spend  Helen’s  birthday 
with  her— stayed  overnight.  Folly  is  on  a little  bit 
firmer  ground  mentally,  but  still  has  a long,  long  way 
to  go.  A few  weeks  ago  she  took  one  of  her  savage  hates 
against  ..rs.  Miller  an-1  Mrs.  Miller  had  to  leave.  It  is 
possib.e  that  this  will  be  patched  up  if  Polly  feels  that 
she  needs  her,  but  in  the  meantime  Mrs.  Corbely  has 
learned  to  carry  out  the  reading  and  writing  exercises 
an.  t ,ey  nave  two  exce-j  ent  women  in  the  house,  a rs 

andP^iaWS°ifl0fn8:v>a  Sc0ttlsh  Bin,  Kell,  who  cooks* 
and  helps  roily  in  the  morning  with  her  toilet  The 

house  was  spotless,  the  food  delicious,  an^  both' women 
seem  devoted.  Evelyn  who  is  there  four  days  a week  has 
had  an  Intercom  Installed  at  Polly’s  bedalde-lt  seta  off 
an  alarm  to  the  kitchen  when  the  receiver  is  lifted  he 
atmosphere  of  the  house  was  more  relaxed  than  I have  seen 
1’  since  the  trouble  began. 

r.  Murdock  is  very  good  with  Polly, 
com^s  I believe  at  least  once  a week  and  takes  time  to 

™ th0V?  and  Wlth  her‘  Ke  haPPen®a  in  while  we  were 

on  the  lawn  about  to  open  the  birthday  champagne,  made 

a oast,  held  oily's  hand,  told  Jokes  and  Helen  said  i 
morning  that  it  did  her  h-art  good  to  hear 
,oliy  laugh  again.  The  laughter  continued  through  a 

from  ®Jhel  and  Sidle  Clark  at  which  point 
* . ®Pei}ln6  over  to  Polly  and  was  very  pleased 

see  that  she  did  it  with  great  competence.  I* think  it 

"ai  lyl  ^llarallon  of  the  tnotr!ent,  for  earlier  in  the 

tha?  ?°tdone  80  wel1  and  Helen  says  that  she  ofter 
9 's}1  her  something,  then  forgets  what  it  was. 

^elen  said  It  was  a happy  birthday  for  her  and  she  had 

11  t0  be > but  the  week-end  as  a whole  turned 
t?w  s*™nuoua.  Thfiy  went  on  Saturday  to  have 
Adamses  an^  did  not  get  back  until  four. 

U le  t a er  a couple  of  hours  talk  with  Helen  while 
8t  the  airdressers,  that  too  on  Saturday 
oning.)  Then  on  Monday  Eric  and  Robert  Earnett  were 
Up  I0r  lunch*  Polly  survived  it  all — I talked 
" h.h!r  afterwards.  It  is  a pity  about  these  pile-ups, 
bJt  I don  t see  how  they  can  be  avoided.  Polly,  for 

0ne  wh°  had  invited  the  Clarks,  but  the 
»knOW  it— we  could  have  managed  better  if 

th??  Can  1 take  the  rl8k  of  listening  in  on 
°_y,8  conversations  and  her  peace  of  mind  is  the  most 
important  issue  of  the  moment. 

♦ *«,  v,  . **  worries  her  to  feel  that  the  management 

aLl  household  is  getting  out  of  her  hands  and  she 
does  no  want,  anyone  to  do  anything  for  Helen — I am  the 


only  one  that  she  will  allow  to  spell  to  Helen.  I believe 
she  does  not  object  to  the  applications  for  the  eczema 
.his  is  under  pretty  good  control.  Helen  was  beautiful* 
even  more  so  than  usual,  and  her  hair  (which  had  been  ’ 
put  up  by  Mrs.  Corbely)  was  perfectly  charming,  but  Tolly 
doesn  t like  it.  and  never  has,  but  has  reconciled  herself 
to  waiting  before  she  takes  it  in  charge  again.  Helen  told 
me  that  she  would  never  wear  the  transformation  again— 
she  is  so  much  more  comfortable  without  it  and  her  scalp 
doesn  t itch  so  much.  I think  the  best  thing  I ever  did 
for  her  was  to  get  the  damn  thing  off. 

If  Folly  were  herself  there  would  be  an 
almighty  row  over  this  trustee  business,  but  Helen  is 
satisfied  and  I think  the  best  course  for  the  rest  of 
us  1 8 to  let  it  all  ride  the  way  Mr.  Migel  wants  it. 

Helen  showed  me  Mr.  Migel’ s and  Amelia's  letters — I don't 
re  ember  now  whether  it  was  In  the  letter  to  Kit  or  in 
Amelia's  letter  to  Helen  (maybe  in  both)  that  you  and 
Conrad  and  I were  to  be  asked  to  Join  the  "advisory 
board."  Dr.  Dixon  called  up  a short  time  before  the 
birthday  wanting  to  come  to  see  them,  but  evidently 
there  has  been  a crack-up  there.  He  did  not  altogether 
make  sense,  made  even  less  sense  when  Evelyn  called  him 
back,  but  he  decided  not  to  come  East  when  he  learned  that 
you  and  Kit  were  abroad  and  I in  New  Hampshire.  He  and 
his  wife  sent  flowers  for  the  birthday — and  incidentally 
Helen  loved  the  telegram  from  you  and  Kil . I spelled  it 
to  her. 


Mrs.  Corbely  feels  that  the  time  is  coming 
when  Polly  will  turn  against  her.  She  has  to  be  firm 
with  Polly  and  Folly  has  had  her  own  way  too  long  to 
brook  Interference.  Ihe  girls  in  the  kitchen  understand 
that  this  may  happen  to  them  too,  but  thus  far  ^olly 
likes  them  both  very  much  and  the  Scottish  girl  seems  to 
have  a special  racial.  Intuitive  understanding  of  ^olly. 

I hope  she  will  be  a permanent  fixture.  Evelyn  is  wonderful, 
as  always. 


I keep  thinking  of  Kit  in  TH8  FIRSTBORN. 

One  of  the  loveliest  things  I ever  saw  on  the  stage  was 
her  awareness  always  of  the  children  and  her  affection 
for  them  and  I still  don't  see  how  she  kept  that  out  in 
front.  She  seemed  to  do  it  without  doing  anything,  if  you 
see  what  I mean.  I hope  the  play  is  triumphant  in  Israel. 

I won't  apologize  for  the  length  of  this 
because  I feel  that  you  and  Kit  want  to  know  everything. 
One  final  point.  I asked  Evelyn  how  they  were  getting 
along  for  money  and  she  said  they  were  all  right  on  this 
score.  Otherwise  I would  have  gone  into  action. 


"he  Thomsons  are  all  a-twltter  about  having 
the  film  In  Scotland  and  Polly  Is  all  a-twltter  about 
having  them  do  right,  by  you  and  Kit.  She  telephoned 
Bert,  then  cabled  him  o money  to  make  sure  that  he 
could  do  the  honors  properly.  It  Is  too,  too  bad  that 
Polly  feels  she  must  do  things  like  this  and  It 
•nbarrasses  Bert  hideously,  but  we  can't  help  It.  Nor 
can  she. 

It  Is  her  mental  agony  that  disturbs  Helen  mo~t-- 
ahe  even  said  that  Polly  had  gone  through  more  than 
anyone  should  be  called  upon  to  bear.  Helen  remains 
serene,  busy  at  her  desk  with  personal  letters  and 
letters  for  the  Foundations,  straightening  out  her 
library,  and  rea  lng  avidly.  Kind  still  greedy  for 
Information  and  she  told  me  she  had  had  a "glorious 
three  hours"  with  the  excerpts  from  Huxley's  FROM  AN 
AN"I«iUK  ■JANT'  which  I had  had  Miss  Loges  transcribe  for 
her  birthday. 

I think  everything  Is  going  as  vrell  as  ve  could 
hope  ant  I see  nothing  that  any  of  us  can  do  beyond  what 
we  are  doing. 

I will  now  STOP. 

My  love  to  you  and  Kit, 


FOSS  MOUNTAIN  SNOWVILLE,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

July  5,  19  58 


Dearest  Nancy, 


1 went  down  to  spend  Helen's  birthday 
with  her--st.ayed  overnight.  Polly  is  on  a little  bit 
firmer  ground  mentally,  but  still  has  a long,  long  way 
to  go.  A few  weeks  ago  she  took  one  of  her  savage  hates 
against  Mrs.  Miller  and  Mrs.  Miller  had  to  leave.  It  is 
possible  that  this  will  be  patched  up  if  Polly  feels  that 
she  needs  her,  but  in  the  meantime  Mrs.  Corbely  has 
learned  to  carry  out  the  reading  and  writing  exercises 
and  trey  have  two  excellent  women  in  the  house,  a Mrs 
Campbell  who  cleans,  a Scottish  girl,  Nell,  who  cooks' 
and  helps  Polly  in  the  morning  with  her  toilet.  The 
house  was  spotless,  the  food  delicious,  and  both  women 
seem  devoted.  Evelyn  who  is  there  four  days  a week  has 
had  an  intercom  installed  at  Polly's  bedside--it  sets  off 
an  alarm  to  the  kitchen  when  the  receiver  is  lifted.  The 
atmosphere  of  the  house  was  more  relaxed  than  I have  seen 
it  since  the  trouble  began. 


Dr.  Murdock  is  very  good  with  Polly, 
comes  I believe  at  least  once  a week  and  takes  time  to 
sit  down  and  talk  with  her.  He  happened  in  while  we  were 
on  the  lawn  about  to  open  the  birthday  champagne,  made 
a toast,  held  Polly's  hand,  told  jokes  and  Helen  said  to 
me  the  next  morning  that  it  did  her  heart  good  to  hear 
roily  laugh  again.  The  laughter  continued  through  a 
brief  visit  from  Ethel  and  Eddie  Clark  at  which  point 
I turned  the  spelling  over  to  Polly  and  was  very  pleased 
to  see  that  she  did  it  with  great  competence.  I think  it 
was  the  exhilaration  of  the  moment,  for  earlier  in  the 
day  she  had  not  done  so  well  and  Helen  says  that  she  often 
begins  to  tell  her  something,  then  forgets  what  it  was. 
Helen  said  it  was  a happy  birthday  for  her  and  she  had 
not  expected  it  to  be,  but  the  week-end  as  a whole  turned 
out  to  be  too  strenuous.  They  went  on  Saturday  to  have 
lunch  with  the  Adamses  and  did  not  get  back  until  four. 

(I  left  after  a couple  of  hours  talk  with  Helen  while 
Polly  was  at  the  hairdressers,  that  too  on  Saturday 
morningl ) Then  on  Monday  Eric  and  Robert  Barnett  were 
coming  up  for  lunch.  Polly  survived  it  all--I  talked 
with  her  afterwards.  It  is  a pity  about  these  pile-ups, 
but  I don't  see  how  they  can  be  avoided.  Polly,  for 
instance,  was  the  one  who  had  invited  the  Clarks,  but  the 
others  did  not  know  it--we  could  have  managed  better  if 
they  had,  but  they  can't  take  the  risk  of  listening  in  on 
Polly's  conversations  and  her  peace  of  mind  is  the  most 
important  issue  of  the  moment. 


It  worries  her  to  feel  that  the  management 
of  the  household  Is  getting  out  of  her  hands  and  she 
does  not  want  anyone  to  do  anything  for  Helen--I  am  the 


FOSS  MOUNTAIN  SNOWVILLE,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

(\U+vJl'tL'  Lo^-ty  u~u_  (X++JL  hUP") 

only  one  that  she  will  allow  to  spell  to  Helen.  I believe 
she  does  not  object  to  the  applications  for  ttie  eczema. 
This  Is  under  pretty  good  control.  Helen  was  beautiful, 
even  more  so  than  usual,  and  her  hair  (which  had  been 
put  up  by  Mrs.  Corbely)  was  perfectly  charming,  but  Polly 
doesn't  like  It  and  never  has,  but  has  reconciled  herself 
to  waiting  before  she  takes  It  In  charge  again.  Helen  told 
me  that  she  would  never  wear  the  transformation  again-- 
she  is  so  much  more  comfortable  without  It  and  her  scalp 
doesn't  itch  so  much.  I think  the  best  thing  I ever  did 
for  her  was  to  get  the  damn  thing  off. 

If  Polly  were  herself  there  would  be  an 
almighty  row  over  this  trustee  business,  but  Helen  is 
satisfied  and  I think  the  best  course  for  the  rest  of 
us  is  to  let  it  all  ride  the  way  Mr.  Mlgel  wants  it. 

Helen  showed  me  Mr.  Mlgel' s and  Amelia's  letters--I  don't 
remember  now  whether  it  was  in  the  letter  to  Kit  or  in 
Amelia's  letter  to  Helen  (maybe  in  both)  that  you  and 
Conrad  and  I were  to  be  asked  to  Join  the  "advisory 
board."  Dr.  Dixon  called  up  a short  time  before  the 
birthday  wanting  to  come  to  see  them,  but  evidently 
there  has  been  a crack-up  there.  He  did  not  altogether 
make  sense,  made  even  less  sense  when  Evelyn  called  him 
back,  but  he  decided  not  to  come  East  when  he  learned  that 
you  and  Kit  were  abroad  and  I in  New  Hampshire.  He  and 
his  wife  sent  flowers  for  the  blrthday--and  incidentally 
Helen  loved  the  telegram  from  you  and  Kit.  I spelled  it 
to  her. 


Mrs.  Corbely  feels  that  the  time  is  coming 
when  Polly  will  turn  against  her.  She  has  to  be  firm 
with  Polly  and  Folly  has  had  her  own  way  too  long  to 
brook  interference.  The  girls  in  the  kitchen  understand 
that  this  may  happen  to  them  too,  but  thus  far  Polly 
likes  them  both  very  much  and  the  Scottish  girl  seems  to 
have  a special  racial,  intuitive  understanding  of  Polly. 

I hope  she  will  be  a permanent  fixture.  Evelyn  is  wonderful, 
as  always. 


I keep  thinking  of  Kit  in  TH§  FIRSTBORN . 

One  of  the  loveliest  things  I ever  saw  on  the  stage  was 
her  awareness  always  of  the  children  and  her  affection 
for  them  and  I still  don't  see  how  she  kept  that  out  in 
front.  She  seemed  to  do  it  without,  doing  anything,  if  you 
see  what  I mean.  I hope  the  play  is  triumphant  in  Israel. 

I won't  apologize  for  the  length  of  this 
because  I feel  that  you  and  Kit  want  to  know  everything. 
One  final  point.  I asked  Evelyn  how  they  were  getting 
along  for  money  and  she  said  they  were  all  right  on  this 
score.  Otherwise  I would  have  gone  into  action. 


^DWVILLE-  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Ihe  Thomsons  are  all  a-twi+  + Q ^ 
the  film  in  Scotland  and  folly  is  all 

having  them  do  right  by  you  and  Kit  qv  tyitter  about 
Bert,  then  cabled  him  i L v , 3 telephoned 
coma  ao  th^ors  SropaH,81'  ? ??“  “™  «»t  ^ 

Polly  feels  she  must  do  thlnis^lke  mJ  5 ?fd  that 

embarrasses  Bert  hideously,  St  w can'? 

can  she.  * L we  can  t help  it.  j\]or 

she  e^en1saWrtSI?t?onfSLthat  dbaturbs  Helen  most- 

anyone  should  be  called  upon  t^beal^Hfl.S01’9  l'3" 
serene,  busv  at  her  d^air  *>,  °ear.  Helen  remains 

three  hours"  with  the  excerpt s^rSm  & ','slorlous 
ANTIQUE  LAND  which  I “ Huxley  s FROM  AN 

her  birthday.  d had  Miss  LoSes  transcribe  for 

hope  and'^sL^oSS^tbet3  s°lnS  aa  well  as  we  could 
we  are  doing.  S any  of  Us  can  do  beyond  what 

I will  now  STOP. 


My  love  to  you  and  Kit, 

\4QJ2JZou 


July  7,  1958 


Dear  Bill, 


Whatever  message  It  was  that  you  recently 
sent  to  Arcan  Ridge  hit  the  spot,  for  Polly 
remembered  it  wt  en  I talked  with  her  yesterday 
i or ning--coul t not  remember  exactly  what  it  was,  but 
it  had  made  her  and  Helen  very  happy;  and  with  a 
inimum  of  help  from  me  (I  saw  what  she  was  driving 
at)  she  revived  last  year's  plan  of  having  you  end 
Margaret  there  for  lunch  after  Keith  and  I return 
to  New  York  in  November.  It  would  be  a Christian  de»d 
if  you  and  Margaret  would  do  it  and  you  would  find  it 
a ravaging,  but  glorious  experience. 


Polly's  improvement  day  by  day  is 
microscopic  and  she  is  a very  difficult  patient, 
jh  spends  most  of  her  time  bemoaning  her  fate-- 
vears  herself  out  with  it  and  even  Helen  says  that 
the  mental  agony  she  has  gone  through  is  almost  more 
t.  an  anyone  should  be  called  upon  to  bear.  Now  and  t en 
lolly  takes  a savage  dislike  to  some  member  of  the 
household  and  when  this  happens  that  person  has  to  leave 
-he  latest  was  the  nurse  who  has  been  carrying  on  the 
rea  'lng  and  writing  nxKgni  exercises  under  Dr.  Rusk, 
oily  had  relearned  the  alphabet  and  was  doing  pretty 
well  with  writing,  but  has  not  relearned  the  digits. 
Fortunately  the  other  nurse  can  carry  on  with  the 
instructions. 


.he  worst  of  it  would  be  her  Increasing 
porsesslveness  of  Helen  if  Helen  were  other  than  she  is. 
Folly  does  not  want  any  one  to  do  anything  for  Helen  and 
I nrn  the  only  person  she  will  allow  to  spell  to  her.  The 
nurses  have  not  dared  to  learn  the  manual  alphabet  and 
nu  secretary  who  knows  it  does  not  dare  to  use  it.  Yet 
1®  only  intermittently  competent  to  spell  to  Helen; 
o-  en,  Helen  told  me  and  I saw  it  myself,  Folly  begins 

5 f*C?’  !hen  f°r6et8  what  she  was  going  to  Bay.  And 

^olly  is  Jealous  of  any  special  attention  to  Helen  and 
is  ready  to  be  Jealous  of  any  special  attention  to  any  on 
e^se  in  the  periphery.  She  lr  very  suspicious  and  we  all 
have  to  be  careful. 


, .helen  comPl®tely  aware  of  everything,  is 
lnfinl  e^y  tender  with  Polly,  stays  serene  and  busy  with 

w«rr8AF°?<,en^e  and  readlnS»  mind  as  greedy  as  it  ever 
was.  At  lunch  on  the  birthday  she  asked  about  the  origin 
of  e 7each  and  I got  out  the  Brltannica  (a  very 
interesting  subject  in  case  you  have  never  looked  into 
!?ld  m°  that  8he  had  had  a "glorious  three 
l0"6  ®XC6rPts  from  Julian  Huxley’s 
OM  AN  ANjI^ue  LAND  which  I had  had  transcribed  for  her. 


ho,Jffhold  she  manages  well  enough  by  rea  'in* 
their  Llps  wit  a her  fingers;  she  keeps  up  with  the 
news  fragmentary  through  Polly  and  as  much  as  need 
be  through  Braille  magazines,  including  one  from  England 
an'  one  in  *.sneranto.  She  feels,  as  she  always  has  °that 
Teacher  is  very  near  and  altogether,  as  an  old  friend  of 
. ers  and  mine  said  yesterday,  she  makes  everybody  <»'i  se 
seem  pale.  J J 


Let  me  add  that  the  members  of  the  household  are 
devoted  and  that  each  in  her  own  way  is  excellent,  th 
a ere  is  thus  far  no  money  problem,  that  everything 
that  skill  and  love  and  money  can  do  is  being  done--bnt 
we  are  all  open  to  suggestion. 


It  had  been  in  my  mind  that  when  Keith  had  to  go 
back  to  New  York  the  last  week  in  June  that  Katharine 
Conant  and  I would  make  our  long-projected  trip  to 
^ i-ockoridge , ^ut  * 6uesa  I knew  from  the  beginning  that 
I was  going  to  Arcan  Ridge  to  be  with  Helen  on  her  78th 
birthday,  for  I never  wrote  you.  Helen  said  it  was  e bapny 
day  and  she  hadn't  expected  It  to  be  and  she  said  it  did 
her  heart  good  to  hear  Polly  laugh  again.  And,  in  spite 
or  all  I hare  said,  it  was  a happy  day  for  me  too.  And 
the  Stockbridge  trip  is  still  on  the  agenda. 

I hope  you  are  all  having  a pleasant  summer — this 
with  my  love, 


Dear  Kate, 


Since  this  will  not  reach  New  York 
jntil  after  Ken  has  left,  I am  acknowledging  to 
you  his  letter  of  July  7 about  the  USIA  option 
on  THE  OPEN  ^OOR.  This  pleases  Helen  and  Polly 
very  much.  Me  too. 

I hope  you  are  now  having  and  will 
keep  on  having  a pleasant  summer. 

All  good  wishes, 


Miss  Kate  Steichen 
Doubleday  & Co. 

575  Madison  Ave. 
New  York  22 
N.Y. 


/ 


July  12,  1958 


Dearest  Nancy, 


. , Miss  Loges  has  glaucoma  and  will  not  be 

able  to  do  any  more  Braille  for  us.  Evelyn  Is  looking 
for  some  one  else,  but  transcribers  of  her  sort  are 
not  easy  to  come  by  and  I am  afraid  It  will  take  a 
.little  while.  I feel  terribly  handicapped  without  her 
she  has  always  been  so  prompt  and  efficient  and  Helen’ 
liked  her  work  so  much.  Emergency  Braille  can  be  taken 
care  of  at  the  Foundation,  but  the  man  who  does  it;  is 
blind  an'1  would  have  to  have  the  coope  ation  of  some  one 
with  sight.  Very  cumbersome. 

Polly  was  extremely  tired  yesterday  when 
I called  the  house  and  I did  not  talk  to  her.  She  had 
had  a long  session  with  Amelia  the  day  before,  taking 
care  of  legal  matters  (mostly  connected  with  her  will) 
and  her  mind  will  be  more  at  ease  when  she  has  rested 
This  was  the  last  thing  she  discussed  with  Amelia 
before  the  stroke  and  getting  it  all  straight  has 
bothered  her  intermittently  ever  since.  I am  glad  it 
is  over. 

Evelyn  says  the  household  is  running 
smoothly.  We  1-ap  from  crag  to  crag,  but  somehow  we 
seem  to  make  a landing. 


My  love  to  you  and  Kit, 


Snowville,  July  12,  1958 


Dsrllng  01  rip, 


I am  so  sorry  about  Miss  Loges.  It  le  a great 
handicap  to  •'&  all  to  be  without  her  and  I hope  Evelyn  can 
find  a substitute  before  long, 

I was  going  to  have  brallled  for  you  a 
note  from  Ken,  but  I'll  give  It  to  you  now: 

"The  ’nlted  States  Information  Agency  for 
various  ^lalects  wants  to  use  THE  OPEN  DOOR  by  : elen  Keller 
for  an  outright  payment  of  flOO  for  continuing  o tion.  The 
options  are  for  the  following  languages:  Arabic,  Bengali, 
Burmese,  Chinese,  8 Farsi,  Greek,  Gujerati,  indi, 

Marathi,  Sinhalese,  Tamil,  Thai,  Turkish,  Urdu,  Vietnamese 
and  Malayan. 


"This,  as  you  know,  is  a very  good  arrangement a, 
because  the  United  States  Information  Agency  really  does 
quite  a Job  and  should  get  a circulation  that  would  pleaBe 
the  girls  and  of  course  bring  some  money  into  the  coffers," 

I agree  with  Ken  that  all  this  is  very  fine 
Indeed.  Th  - little  book  is  working  its  way  around  the  world. 

We  can't  ax;  ect  any  great  amount  of  money  of  course,  though 
undoubtedly  t ere  will  be  some,  besides  the  option  payment. 

Ken  leaves  for  London  to’ay  and  will  not  be  back  until 
around  Sept.  1.  eantlme,  if  t'ere  is  anything  you  want  from 
Poubleday's  either  Kate  Steichen  or  Barbara  Ellis  v.’lll  look 
after  it. 


Yesterday  we  had  a feast:  yo  ng  beet  greens 
out  of  the  garden,  fresh  fish  out  of  the  lake,  and  a 
strawberry  short-cake  out,  of  wild  berries  t,hr,t  Cly  ’e  picked 
in  the  fields.  ' ow  we  wished  you  could  have  been  ere  to  share 
it  with  usl 

jO 

"be  household  Jons  me  in  sending  love,  but 
I sent’  ore  than  anybody — as  much  as  you  can  oeslbly 
hold.  Please  take  cere  of  both  your  preciouR  selves. 


July  12,  1958 


Dear  Miss  Loges, 


I was  very  shocked  and 
distressed  yesterday  when  Mrs.  Seide  told 
me  that  you  would  no  longer  be  able  to 
do  any  transcribing  for  us.  Mrs.  Seide  is 
looking  for  some  one  else,  but  it  is  going  to 
be  hard  to  do  without  you:  you  have  always  been 
so  prompt  and  helpful  and  Mi  s Keller  has 
always  said  that  your  Braille  was  excellent. 

Vs  are  handicapped  without  you. 

Now  you  must  take  care 
of  yourself.  I know  from  experience  that 
this  will  not  be  easy.  The  best  wishes  of 
all  of  us  are  with  you  all  the  time. 

Sincerely , 


Miss  Elsa  M.  Loges 
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July  14,  1958 


Dear  Rebecca, 

household.  Sh^h«*J*“°“rf.S?U  •*“» 

aoea  r 

™drBr  ut:,r»  e°*  ”•  doctor 

h“  2,ffii?^cKrPs.:fa  s 

able  to  carry  on  with  wL£  VVome  d08r«®  Is 
*:T  the  ho;9rsSttLL8raSa°r!!i.Ae^rs^v8erian 
fol1^0**/006'  A ®ard9ner  who  has  been  workln* 

tSSai‘T."S24“^r1£j:  VZX  ae~“»Sf. 

days  her  assistant  comes  w?th  her  -he  “Tee 

eelf-sofflclent8VO  t8^  “*  »*1«  * ■M&nji,*" 

will  be  required6  but*th!!,n,C2“*1,'*‘?n  a0!ne  one  ®l8e 
necessary  akin  that*  1?  w*  .Id^o?  be  3UCh 

a-5  ss 

wants  some  one  th-.t  w!’wi  /!  when  helen  herself 

as  n^3SSS  - 

nurse  have  trem.nlou”!' ’fSJbW"  £?%  Tt'Ll. 
so  oor  Tt  4 _ 1 sorry  that  your  own  health  Is 

& mss? 

>.ith  all  good  wishes,  I am 

^ ery  sincerely  yours, 


July  24,  1958 


near  Dr.  7iemer: 


I could  ba  more  specific  nn 
9oma  details  If  i had  access  to  my  flips  in 
Garden  City,  but  I hope  that  what  I am 

present”6  Wl11  take  care  of  thlnSs  for  the 


It  would  be  disastrous  I think 
or  any  article  about  Miss  Thomson  to  appear 
now.  It  wouxd  undoubtedly  be  brought  to  her 
a.  .en  ion  and  In  th°  circumstances  would  I believe 
.lave  a most  depressing  effect  upon  her  I 
hope  you  will  explain  the  situation  to ’the  UP. 

ery  sincerely  yours, 


Mr  . Keith  Kenney) 


Dr.  Gregor  Ziemer 

American  Foundation  for  the  31ind 

15  West  16  St, 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 


OIXY  TKOXSON 


Mary  Agn-a  homson,  more  generally  known  as  ol-y 
Thomson,  was  torn  In  Glasgow,  Scotland,  February  20,  18  35. 
Kor  father  waa  a draftsman  In  an  onglneering  fir-  there, 
her  aot.ner,  Isabella  Fraaer  of  Inverness,  was  a e ter 
of  the  Fraser  Clan.  She  had  two  brothers,  Robert  and 
David,  and  one  sister,  "argaret.  The  children  all 
attended  the  Glaogow  public  schools  ant  the  two  boys  went 
on  to  the  niversity  of  Glasgow.  Robert,  the  elder, 
became  a minister  in  the  Church  of  Scotland.  Is  final 
charge  was  St.  “ride1  3 lari-sh  Church,  Bothwell,  Glasgow. 

He  is  now  (1953>  living  In  retirement  in  his  native  ci'y. 
David  became  an  ear,  nose,  and  U roat  specialist  In 
Blackpool,  England,  an-'  at  tr.e  time  of  Ms  early  death 
was  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  (Laryngo- 
logies! Section) . The  sister  Margaret,  who  never  married, 
is  still  living. 

In  1913  oily  came  to  the  tilted  3tatea  for  a long 
visit  to  an  uncle  who  whs  a well-to-do  shod,  menu  W 
Swampscott,  Massachuset t • . After  a while  s e « novn  o 
her  American  friends  that  ahe  would  like  a position.  It 
was  in  October  of  the  following  year  that  she  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  Mrs.  Anne  Sulliven  Kacy , famous  Macver 
of  more  famous  i elen  Keller.  Mrs.  Maey’s  sight,  which  had 
nsver  been  good,  had  become  oo  voor  that  a normal  companion 
was  rsqiirsd  if  she  and  Mias  Keller  were  to  continue  their 
public  work.  Miss  Thomson’s  qualifications  were  an 
attractive  personality,  good  health,  a pleasant  voice, 
and  great  willingness.  Mrs.  Macy  ("Teacher")  hired  her  on 
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the  epot  end  a few  months  later  she  set  out  with  t etn  on 
t elr  second  *our  of  the  continent. 


lss  nomson  might  be  called  Mrs.  kacy's  second  pupil. 
3he  waa  quick  to  learn,  indefatigable  In  performance,  and 
as  her  competence  grew,  so  did  her  responsibility,  in 
1921  In  ' ofconto  w:  an  Mrs.  : acy  was  confined  to  her  bed 
with  wh at  was  then  known  an  la  grippe  kiss  Thomson  made 
her  first  abearance  on  the  platform  alone  with  Helen  and 
did  so  well  that  from  that  time  forward  it  was  she  more 
often  t- an  Mrs.  lacy  who  stood  beside  Kiss  heller  to 
interpret  her  broken  speech  to  the  audience. 

hiss  " omson  "endered  every  Imaginable  service  to  the 
two  handicapped  women,  her  devotion  to  "leacher"  no  less 
than  her  devotion  to  Helen,  The  was  the  tenderest  of  nurses 
to  Mrs.  hacy  during  the  last  sad  years  of  her  life  when 
blindness  was  closing  in  h upon  her.  She  was  without  sight 
for  some  months  before  t e end  came  on  Oct.  20,  1936.  afore 
this  she  had  expressed  a wish  thpt  her  "children"  stay 
together— " hey  need  each  other" — and  she  died  with  the 
assurance  that  her  wish  would  be  granted.  Since  then  elen 
and  Folly  have  been  inseparable.  The  great  tours  in  behalf 
of  the  blin’  throughout  tie  world  were  made  possible  for 
Miss  Keller  because  she  had  Miss  Thomson  with  her  as 
guide,  friend,  companion,  Interpreter,  and  counsellor. 
Another  light  have  taken  Miss  Thomson's  place,  but.  w' ere 
would  one  find  such  another? 

In  Tecsmbsr  1937  lss  Thomson  became  a naturalized 
citizen  of  t e nited  states,  Miss  eller  at  her  si ’e  as 
a character  witness,  he  New  York  ' imes  welco?  d her  to 


th#  community  with  an  editorial  which  ends  with  these 
worda:  "...All  Americans  who  know  hap  would  be  glad  to 
Join  in  tha  testimonial  wt  ich  Mies  Keller  gave  her. 

Scotland  has  in  her  person  *n1  ln  h#r  aission  made  a new 
and  unique  contribution  to  tha  land  which  owes  cotland 
so  much." 

"^lsaion"  was  ln  its  youth  whan  this  was  written. 

Pa  global  nepects  began  tha  year  after  Mrs.  Macy'e  death, 
.one  time  before  this  the  Japanese  Government  had  invited 
tfiea  ©Her  to  visit  the  homeland  and  Fanchukuo  to  stimulate 
t e vor  for  ‘ e blind  in  both  countries.  Mrs.  Macy  saw  a 
great  opportunity  for  ! elen  to  be  useful  and  though  her 
haal4h  made  it  out  of  the  question  for  her  to  make  the  trip, 
ahe  urged  helen  and  Polly  to  go.  It  was  equally  out  of  the 
question  for  them  to  leave  her.  7 he  invitation  wes 
repeated  for  the  spring  of  1977  and  Helen  and  Tolly  set 
sail  in  April,  knowing  t at  this  was  whst  Mrs.  !acy  would 
have  wanted  the®  to  do.  Then  and  always  their  aspiration 
was,  aa  -elan  expressed  it,  "to  follow  i etcher’s  beam." 

Invitations  came  from  other  governments  and  from 
organizations  all  over  the  world  devoted  lo  the  welfare 
of  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and  the  deaf-blind.  Miss  Keller 
accepted  as  many  ae  her  magnificent  strength  would  allow 
and  under  *he  auspices  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
mind  and  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  for 
both  o*“  whlc  she  has  for  many  years  b j en  Counselor,  Bureau 
of  National  and  International  delations,  she  and  Miss 
homaon  have  toured  the  Far  Fast  and  Australia  and  New 
Zealand,  India  ant  the  Middle  Eaet,  South  Africa,  South 
and  Central  America,  Europe  and  tv e fcandinavlnn  Feninsula 


and  Iceland—  the  list  of  countries  la  long,  the  result  s 
fruitful.  T wo  years  were  spent,  visiting  the  war-blinded 
veterans  in  Army  and  Navy  Hospitals  throughout  t e United 
States  ant  there  have  been  countless  appearances  before 
legislatures,  committees,  and  other  groups.  :'olly  honmon 
has  been  Indispensable  In  all  t;  at  has  been  accomplished, 
ao  devoted  to  the  "mission"  that  since  "Teacher's"  death 
her  life  has  no  history  apart  from  the  life  of  Helen  Keller. 


J-jly  23,  1958 


"ear  Mrs.  Yerger: 


ecause  of  the  grave  Illness 
of  Kiss  ’"oily  rhomson  who  has  "been  her 
companion  for  .ore  than  forty  years,  Kiss  1 alen 
Keller  has  turned  over  to  me  some  items  of  her 
correspondence f including  your  letter  of  July  10. 

I think  you  might  find  some- 
thing of  value  to  your  research  in  a little 
book  o**  hers  cal  Led  '!  iE  WORLD  I LIVE  IN  which 
was  published  in  1903.  It  has  long  been  out  of 
print,  but  is  available  at  the  big  libraries. 

Her  book  MY  ' E'.IGION  which  is  easily  obt- ined 
from  the  Swedenborg  Foundation  in  New  York  City 
and  her  latest  book  EACKER:  ANNE  StJLLI  ’AN  MACY 
published  in  1955  and  still  in  print  might  also 
be  useful. 


I am  sorry  for  the  delay  in 
answering  your  letter,  but  it  was  unavoidable. 
I received  it  only  yesterday. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Kenney 


' rs.  Roy  Yerger 
130  Chester  Drive 
Yonkers 
New  York 


dnowville,  Augu s t it.58 


harling  Girls, 

I am  inclosing  with  this  4:wo  articles  that 
I think  Fa.  an  may  want  t0  have  t ranscrlbed . Cne  is  a rather 
fl  ort  account  from  the  N.Y.  Times  of  the  ji.rss  trial  in 
South  Africa  of  the  91  who  have  been  accused  of  treason. 

I be.lleva  o'  en  has  been  in  co r respon der.ee  vfh  ;,r. 

Biaxrll  about  ' e whole  miserable  affair.  I will  follow 
It  closely  nn  '•  will  sen-*  clippings  or  make  s--.-  marl  98,  which- 
ever you  prefer.  Cr  will  you  get  the  full  accoun1  of  it 
In  Braille  7 "bl lent  Ions? 

"he  other  ir  a long  article  by  t ed  . ehtp. , 
the  young  hi  In-*  men  from  In-*  la.  who  was  eduerted  in  this 
country,  u-t  or  of  a book  about  his  experiences  here 
called  r ACT  rf  FACR.  The  title  of  the  rr'lr>  Is  Reading 
from  Records  an’  it  is  chiefly  about  the  great  value  of 
the  Talking  Hook.,  along  with  severe  critic  la  s o'"  tie 
selections  that  have  been  made.  In  his  posl  2 an  V-  seen 
little  ee  "or  : rallle  books  and  frankly  ; redlcte  ‘•hat 
"in  years  to  cor.e  Braille  hooks  will  become  more  rod 
1 ore  useless,  t for  pure  academic  work*  In  t ct» 

most  librarians  of  Braille  end  'Talking  looks'  lira  *y 
shy.ly  ebj.it  ‘ hr  the  days  of  long  railla  boolo  love 
passed.”  r.  Pelt?  has  become  a roxlnsnt  s.-o  a:°n 
for  the  blind,  a,  strong  link  between  the  blind  end  tie 
seeing,  and  his  article  was  published  In  the  a * urflc.y 
Review  which  is  p Journal  of  considerable  import  nee  in 
forming  public  opinion.  I do  not  now  to  wt  at  extent 
Kr.  : eh.t?  -a;  resents  tbs  cotcmunl'y  or  1 *'  ir.-3,  h f 
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fro-r  what  I have  heard  Helen  say  I do  not  think  he  represents 
her.  I don’t  know  what  the  attitude  of  the  Foundation  Is,  but 
I think  there  ought  somewhere  to  be  a spokesman  for  the  other 
ti’e.  suld  Robert  Barnett  be  the  one?  Let  Evelyn  know  if 
yoi  want  the  entire  article  transcribed. 

Bill  Gibson  telephoned  me  the  other  day,  on-  of  his 
main  purposes  being  to  ask  about  Arcan  Ridge.  He  and 
argaret  lo^ e you  both  very  much.  They  will  cone  up  with 
u.e  to  see  you  this  fall  after  I return  to  Garden  City. 

Bill’s  play  TWO  FOR  THE  SEESAW  is  having  a fabulous  success 
and  it  pleases  me  to  know  that  we  recognised  his  quality  before 
he  baca  :e  rich  and  famous.  Hla  next  project  IS  to  put  THE 
MIRACLE  WORKER  on  the  stage— he  will  pour  into  it  a large 
part  of  the  money  he  has  made  from  SEESAW,  he  will  have  the 
tractor , Arthur  : enn,  an  ' the  same  producer,  Fred  Coe, 
who  did  the  television  play.  Now  that  elen  is  in  I to  public- 
domain  and  anyone  who  wants  to  can  write  about  her  or  make  a 
play  about  her,  I feel  that  we  are  very  fortunate  to  have 
Elll  t0  depend  upon.  Whatever  he  does  will  ba  fine  and 
sensitive  and  distinguished.  I have  always  felt  the  same 
way  about  Katharine  anl  I hope  that  som*  d*y  t ere  will  be 
a play  about  the  later  years  In  which  she  can  take  the  part 
of  . eacher.  Bill  will  be  In  close  touch  with  is  all  .-long  the 
way  and  since  we  know  that  Polly  will  be  much  better  by  the 
time  they  are  ready  for  rehearsal  maybe  we  can  sit  in  the 
darkened  theater  and  watch  the  play  come  into  being. 

I see  by  the  papers  that  a big  celebration  Is  being 
prepared  for  Tagore’s  centenary  in  1961.  One  of  the  projects 
is  collect  is  letters  and  articles  for  publication  and 
I B'  * no  Joubt  that,  the  beautiful  letter  that  Helen  wrote 


r.  chatierji  ,waan't  It;)  aome  months  ago  will  to  a 
part  or  the  centennial  observance.  I am  so  glad  the 
whol«  thing  is  coming  off. 

Ann  and  Xelth  are  making  ready  for  a fishing  trip 

and  I must  atop.  V.  all  send  love  and  ! send  more  than 
nybo’y.  Ever  an1  ave>"  yours, 


Nellq. 


August  5,  1953 


Dear  Evelyn, 


I a:::  mailing  a letter  to  Helen 
ani  Folly  today,  with  two  articles  Inclosed. 
After  the  letter  has  been  read  to  Folly  I 
want  it  put  inf o Braille  for  Hel°n,  then  she 
can  let  you  know  whether  or  not  she  wants  the 
articles  transcribed.  Let  whoever  Lp 
handiest  tr  nscribe  the  letter.  I Imagine 
r.  Barnett  has  read  the  Mehta  article.  At 
any  rate  I think  it  is  something  Helen  ought 
to  ha\re. 


Just  now  I feel  that,  this  business 
of  getting  Braille  to  Helen  is  the  most 
Important  thing  that  confronts  us.  She  is 
already  so  hideously  cut  off  from  things  and 
needs  so  much  to  be  in  touch  with  events — 
an*  with  people.  She  will  never  complain,  but 
sue  ^eels  it . I hope  you  meet  success  soon. 

I put  in  a good  bit  of  time  worrying  about  you 
all  and  than  you  go  free-wheeling  ’own  the 
Merritt  Farkway  without  a brake  I It  gives  me 
goose  pimples  to  think  about  it  even  now. 

Please,  please  take  care  of 

yourself. 


Aff  ec4 ionat  ely , 


dnowville,  Aug.  22,  1958 


far lln^  I e 1 en , 


0 JR  --O'  T;I IvG  1 0 RL^ Sby n Ru t hT rf o rd  TltllYYY  iY*? 

ours;  and  UND  SAND  AND  STARS  by  Arb  Antolne°de  3+  °f 
Exupery  sent  to  you.  this  last  naj.e  is  so  difficult  that 
the  eople  who  knew  bin  well  called  him  St  x that 


I 

i'  will  be  a week  or  more  before  I get 
it  will  take  me  little  while  to  read  i 

syno  sis. 

Isn’t  1 


am  ordering  AVALAHCRE  by  Joseph  V.echsberg: 
akormorebefore  1 get  it  and  m 0f  course 

and  make  the 


T _ , 1 JCLi  ■ LI  o 

■ s.  I : ave  also  ordered  another  book  by  Julian  Kuxlev 

..  von  . erf ul  that  vre  like  the  same  kinds  of  books'. 


It  was  so  good  to  be  with  the  two  of  you,  a 
“ow  you  are  surrounded  by  people  who  want  to 


comfort  to 

can  tooth  of  you.  Vy  heart  was 
, ill  _d  ".iih  admiration  as  well  as  love  when  I 3at  with  ~ollv 

Zr.  LfVT  ;1ol?e  •’•r. re!u,ln 8 “erciMB.  It  is  so  t'Sai™' 
i?f.f.her,4.bu  f e ^ making  progress  and  she  will  be  in  a 
different  wo -Id  When  she  gets  to  the  point  where  she  can 
read  aeain.  I know  this  from  my  own  experience  last 


will  have 


I hope  f’  e last  traces  o'p  the  horrid  virus 
i sappeared  by  the  time  this  reaches  you. 

Always  and  always  and  always  my  love. 


Kella 


Snowville,  Aug.  26,  1958 


Par  Ling  helen , 

"o  you  remember  that  batch  of  questions 
that  I brought  t0  Arcan  ^idge  on  your  birth 'ay  asking 
about  you  and  Ivy  Green  and  Wren than  and  whether  you 
read  with  your  right  han 1 or  your  left  hand?  Kost  of 
them  you  and  "oily  and  I could  not  answer,  "hey  were  from 
a ttlss  Catherine  Ovens  Feare  who  for  some  months  has  been 
writing  a book  about  you  which  she  expects  *o  finl-h  this 
fall.  I have  not  known  anything  about  her  except  that  she 
was  the  author  of  a number  of  books  for  young  people. 

In  The  New  Yor  : ' lines  Hook  Review  for  Sunday  Aug.  24  I 
ran  across  a review  of  a nevr  book  of  hers  about  William 
renn.  A very  good  review  in  the  course  of  which  this 
statement  is  made:  "Because  of  her  skill  and  experience 
in  writing  for  younger  readers,  one  could  be  certain 
that  her  'William  Penn'  would  be  a worth-while  book;  and 
so  it  is."  "his  gi”es  me  hope  that  Kiss  Peare's  book  about 
you  will  be  a work  of  merit,  which  is  more  t ~an  can  be  said 
about  that  awful  ibble  book  which  was  first  published  in 
England . 

I hope  that  by  the  time  you  get  this  all 
tr-  ces  of  that  virus  will  have  disappeared  from  Arcan 
Ridge.  I brought  a touch  of  it.  back  with  me,  but  it  ir  all 
gone  now.  And  I especially  hope  that  Evelyn's  husband  will  be 
off  what  our  local  paper  here  calls  the  "sick  list."  So  much 
illness  among  our  friends  this  year'. 

In  a Hi  tie  while  eith  and  I are  going  up 
t r hill  to  pick  blueberries  for  one  of  rertha' s deep  dish 


Pies  for  Larry  ana  Katharine  Conan,  who  are  coming  on 
Thursday  ,o  arena  a few  aays  with  „s.  S„oh  Pi„8  you 

never  tested!  serve  them  In  soup-plates  and  no  matter 

h°W  ^ ' ' rl0  18  there  18  neVGr  a b^rry  left  when  we 

pet  up  from  the  tahlp  Hr™  T , a 

hie.  How  I wish  you  and  Polly  Couid  be 

with  us — it  would  be  the  finest  rip 

e8t  ple  that  ever  was,  with 

such  goo’  company  around  it. 

Esrtha  1,111  be  ®°lne  ha<*  <o  Long  Island  this  week- 
ana.  Her  husband  Thomas  is  no.  doing  so  well,  roor  fellow 

and  she  neede  to  he  with  him.  We  shail  mine  her.  but  we  hive 
had  her  for  about  six  weeks  ana  that  was  longer  than  I haa 
thought  she  would  be  able  to  stay. 

I think  of  you  and  Polly  throughout  the  day, 
Picturing  you  at  breakfast,  on  your  walks,  at  your  disk, 
on  the  lawn  or  porch  for  cocktnils-very  seldom  are  you 
°u,  of  my  mlna.  And  I think  always  with  love,  love,  love. 


Nella 


Sept,  u,  19-8 


Dear  Mrs.  Rothman: 


In  ordinary  circumstances 
Miss  I el  =n  Keller  would  he  very  much 
interested  in  reading  your  husband's  story 
about  a blin  in,  but  Just  now  s\  e is 
so  occupied  with  Miss  Pol 1 y Thomson,  her 
companion  of  t e last  forty  years,  that 
she  cannot  take  time  for  it.  Miss  Thomson 
has  been  gravely  ill  for  some  months  and 
Miss  Keller  is  in  constant,  devoted 
attendance  upon  rsr.  I am  sorry. 

very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Penney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mrs.  aurice  Rothman 
50  Forest  Drive 
Srr1  npf  laid 
New  Jersey 


rnow^iil  a , 9v/  -lamr-shire 

Sept.  15,  19  58 


Pear  tors.  Scbaumberger : 

Miss  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me  to 
tell  you  ths1  she  Is  very  sorry  f at  she  has  no  way  of 
helping  you  to  find  a publisher  for  your  story  I VE 
5 0 eace  EhiK^TESf.  She  has  no  contacts  in  tbs  publishing 
field  that  woul-^  be  useful  in  this  case.  She  is 
interested  in  your  valiant  stru  gle  and  sends  you  her 
warm  good  wishes . 


T ery  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  hells  Braddy  Kenney 
A tt ornery  for  Kelen  Keller 


i'rs.  '"ills  t\  Scbaumberger 
670  East  Ave. 

Akron  20 
Ohio 


F.S.  I am  returning  your  story  herewith  and  sending  my  own 
good  wish's  along  with  Miss  Keller's. 


n t . If,  1958 


"ear  Dr. 


las  Helen  eller  has  asked  me  to 

re  ly  to  your  Interesting  letter  of  August  77 . 

I don't  know  If  rs.  Duffus  4 old  you  of  tie 
rreve  illness  of  l iss  lolly  Thomson  who  has 
been  Mss  teller's  companion  for  the  rst  forty 
years;  loving  attendance  upon  Kiss  Thomson  now 
toes  precedence  with  her  before  everything  eiee. 

’he  sent  me  the  articles  end  the 

book,  "A  Search  for  Man's  Sani+y,"  and  I am 
reading  t f with  complete  fascination,  making 
notes  ?s  I go  along.  I will  take  these  with  me 
wh-n  I visit  her  next,  which  will  probably  be 
around  the  middle  of  November  after  I return  to 
New  York  for  the  winter.  She  and  I will  at.  least 
have  a good  talk  and  X will  let  you  know  if 
anything  significant  com  s '•  rom  1 . 

' ery  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nell a Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  teller 


Dr.  Hans  Syz 

The  Lifvynn  foundation 

Westport 

Connecticut 


Snowville, 


Mew  Hampshire,  Sept. 


16,  1958 


Dear  Mrs.  Rletz: 


transcribed  for  Mss  Helen  , .V1^  1=  »o  be 

at  Westport;  also  from  the  boo'"'  ' to  her 

this  Is  attached  the  article  tv  eti-r'-  ***> 

o»  297  an-  ends  on'pagl  400  -?e?”  whl?h 

both  the  book  and  th=  orir-in<n  * ~?+  4 J leas®  return 

charge  the  letter  to  my  account  tbJ^10  ind  Pl^se 

book  to  Miss  Keller’s  1 v th  ffCerpt  from  the 

from  time  to  time.  * ° 11  b 8sndln6  other  material 

we  can  turn  for  the  transcribing  Tt  6 v°me  one  to  whotR 

« i-issgfa  S 


sry  sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.)  :e±la  Braddy  Kenney 


Mrs-  William  J.  Ristz 
1703  Sheepshead  Bay  Road 
Brooklyn  Z5 
Mew  York 


Snowvllle,  Sept.  16,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 

Polly  sounded  wonderful  when  I telephoned  her 
the  other  day  after  our  return  to  the  hill;  this  is  always  such 
a happifying  experience  and  so  encouraging.  I can  t help  feeding 
that  this  winter  we  can  get  hack  on  our  old  schedule,  at  least  in 
part. 

Keith  was  as  busy  as  six  or  seven  bees  in  New 
York  last  week  (Eertha  there  to  take  care  of  him)  and  I was 
with  Katharine  Conant.  We  left  Larry  at  home  in  Marlboro,  New 
Hampshire7and  took  to  the  road  for  three  days,  driving  first 
to  Stockbridge,  Mass,  for  a little  visit  with  Bill  and 
Margaret  Gibson,  then  wandering  at  leisure  over  dirt  roads 
(when  we  could  find  them),  stopping  whenever  we  felt  like  it, 
whether  to  linger  over  a particularly  stunning  view  of  the 
mountains  or  a particularly  enchanting  stretch  or  roadsicie 
made  beautiful  with  autumn  f lowers--asters , goldenrod,  Joe  Pye 
weed  all  mixed  together — or  to  spend  a couple  of  hours  in  an 
Art  Museum.  The  Museum  we  enjoyed  most  is  a new  one  in 
Willlamstown,  Mass. — small  but  very  choice.  In  addition  to 
early  masterpieces,  there  is  a glorious  big  room  filled  v.ith 
Renolrs--all  light  and  color.  Folly  would  have  loved  it.  In  fact, 
though  she  doesn't  care  for  motoring^  think  she  would  have 
liked  this  trip.  I can't  begin  to  tell  you  of  all  our  rambiings, 
but  our  last  stop  was  at  a nursery  where  we  bought  hepatlcas 
and  bloodroot  and  red  baneberry  to  naturalize  in  our  own  woods. 
You  and  Polly  were  with  us  all  the  time. 

The  weeks'  accumulation  of  mail  made  my  desk 
look  like  yours.  Some  of  it  ISvelyn  had  forwarded  to  me.  One 
a letter  from  Dr.  Hans  Syz  (that  name  is  pronounced  seets,  as 
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I learned  from  a footnote  in  a book  he  sent;  the  book  is  called 
A SEARCH  FOR  MAN'S  SANITY  and  is  made  up  of  letters  by  the  late 
Dr.  Trigant  Burrow,  a psychologist.)  Dr.  Syz  appears  to  want  to 
know  something,  about  your  proprioception  of  Internal  tensions 
in  the  region  of  the  eyes  and  adjacent  facial  areas  and  how 
the  hell  (not  his  expression)  the  tensions  can  be  replaced  by 
"a  more  organismic  orientation"  (I  quote  from  him.)  Some  morning 
when  I am  bright  and  fresh  I will  see  if  I can  find  out  what  he  is 
talking  about.  Meantime  I have  sent  him  a stop-gap  note. 

Another  item  waiting  for  me  was  the  manuscript  of 
that  teen-age  book  about  you  by  Catherine  Owens  Feare.  It  is 
called  RADIUM1  DESTINY,  The  Story  of  Helen  Keller  and  the 
Handicapped,  and  oh,  Helen,  it  is  so  dull  and  plodding--no 
spark  anywhere  that  I can  find.  We  can't  help  it.  Anybody  who 
wants  to  can  write  about  you,  so  long  as  they  avoid  libel.  All 
I can  do  with  this  is  to  correct  inaccuracies  and  send  it  back  to 
her.  She  has  a good  reputation  in  her  field  and  the  book  will  be 
published,  probably  this  winter,  by  Crowell. 

This  kind  of  thing  deepens  my  feeling  that  we  are  most 
fortunate  to  have  Bill  treating  one  great  part  of  the  story  in 
THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  with  love  and  imagination  and  skill.  He 
is  moving  forward  with  his  plans  to  put  it  on  the  stage.  It 
will  have  to  be  x re-written  because  the  dramatic  techniques  of 
the  stage  are  so  different  from  those  of  television,  but  no  major 
changes  will  be  made  without  our  consent  and  he  will  be  in  touch 
with  us  all  along  the  way.  You  and  Polly  would  have  enjoyed  the 
dinner  we  had  with  him  and  Margaret  as  much  as  Katharine  and  I 
did--and  how  Teacher  would  have  loved  this  young  man'.  We  were 
received  in  the  kitchen  without  apology  and  had  our  drinks  there; 
more  chairs  were  brought  for  other  friends  who  dropped  in.  Margaret 
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was  cooking  dinner  (cooks  are  practically  not  to  be  eome  by 
these  days)  and  she  seemed  unflustered  by  having,  so  many  of  us 
around,  including  her  two  small  sons,  Tommy  and  Danny.  Bill 
wore  dungarees  and  Margaret  had  on  a simple  cotton  skirt  and 
Jacket,  but  the  dinner,  which  was  excellent,  was  served  on 
beautiful  Greek  plates  on  an  Italian  tablecloth.  The  conversation 
was  with  no  holds  barred  and  practically  nobody  agreeing  with 
anybody  else,  the  kind  we  used  to  have  with  xeacher.  It  was 
all  fun. 

Lenore  called  me  Monday  to  ask  about  you  both.  Her  old 
driver  Porter  is  with  her  and  she  axpiiKiBtixfcB  expects  to  come 
over  here  before  long.  She  leaves  for  Baton  Rouge  at  the  en*  of 
the  first  week  in  October  and  will  spend  the  winter  with  Sidney. 

I have  the  book  XTULKKXKKH  AVALANCHE  about  which  we  talked 
when  I saw  you  and  another  Huxley  book.  As  soon  as  I can  I will 
run  through  them  and  make  excerpts  for  you.  Meantime  I am  asking 
Mrs.  Rietz  to  transcribe  for  you  one  of  the  pieces  in  TURNING 
POINT,  that  book  that  includes  a chapter  from  THE  STORY  OF  MY 
LIFE.  This  piece  is  by  Peter  Freuchen,  the  Arctic  explorer,  and 
it  describes  a man's  struggle  with  himself  as  he  struggles 
against  Nature.  I think  you  will  like  it. 

Dear  me,  I must  stop,  or  I will  rattle  on  forever! 

My  love  always  and  always  to  you  and  Polly 
and  Keith' s love  with  mine, 


Nella 


-Inowville,  3ept . 16,  1958 


Dear  Evelyn, 

^ o save  you  trouble  1 am 
sending  :ny  material  "lrect  t.o  Mrs.  Rietz 
with  carbons  of  my  letters  to  you.  You  ron1 1 
have  t>  read  'em,  but  lr  converse.4  Ions  with 
helsn  crrl  rolly  you  may  need  to  refer  to 
them.  I avo  taken  care  of  the  various 
Items  that  were  wailing  foe  me  when  v*e 
came  back  to  the  hill  on  Satur'ay,  but  I 
vlll  eej  them,  at  least  until  I com;  ’own 
in  Kov ember. 

'■■as  ien  ; erlihy  able  to  get 
the  two  'cooks  tha t I ordered  'or  Helen — 
maybe  t iere  hasn’t  been  time  yet. 

I’l]  be  to  Iking  with  you  o”er 
the  phone  before  this  reaches  you.  heantlrae 
I am,  as  always. 

Affectionately  yours, 


Sept.  17,  1958 


Dear  Margaret  an^  111, 

I came  b^ck  to  tr  e reservation  with  a 
goo-1  hard  thump,  so  much  mall  had  accumulated  while  we  v-ere 
away,  some  for  me,  some  for  Helen,  a:  ong  hers  a book  called 
A?  ' i HIT!  froa  which  I hope  to  get  hints, 

clues,  and  guidance,  will  probably  end  up  feeling  guiltier 
than  ever,  'eith  says  tie  guilts  cancel  out  In  an  Intimate 
relationships.  He  is  wrong — I am  a lot  guiltier  than  he 
Is,  but  I don’t  think  it  politic  to  boast  about  it  when  he 
is  around.  ^ 

K atharina^an-5  I continued  our 
happy  ramblings,  t:  : lng  dirt  roads  w.  en  we  could  find 
them,  arguing  about  the  unarguables,  stopping  w en  wo  felt 
like  it,  museum  or  roadside,  and  ending  up  at  a nursery  where 
we  bought  bloodroot  and  hepatica  to  naturalize  In  our  own 
woods.  We  had  ever  and  ever  so  many  high  spots,  but  tn-  best 
of  all  was  the  evening  we  spent  with  you — I mean  "you  all." 

It  was  nine  years  go  that  we  had  the  first  of  these  jaunts 
and  we  had  not  been  able  to  repeat,  so  many  little  pieces 
have  to  come  together  to  make  them  possible,  but.  we  have  a 
firm  date  for  the  summer  of  1967.  You  can  expect  us  then — 
on  crutches.  I took  Larry  a bottle  of  Vodka  In  lieu  of 
COBWEB  which  we  forgot. 

First  evening  in  Marlboro  we 
sat  roun  a fire  reading  the  SEESAW  'OG,  completely 
absorbed,  t e pages  travelling  from  me  to  hatharine  to 
Larry,  eith,  ever  unpredictable  (at  least  by  me)  is  now 
reading  it  the  same  way  we  did--he  says  you  ought  to  make 
a play  of  it.  ’ e all  shared  the  anguish  and  pain  and  I 
grieved  over  the  young  Lucifer.  You  sal^  I might  keep  it 
a while.  When  Keith  is  done  I’ll  forward  it  to  my  sister 
and  when  it  comes  hack  J'rom  her  I will  return  it  to  you, 

holly  sounded  wonderfully  like 
herself  when  I telepahoned  her--sent  you  both  her  love. 

It  is  not  easy  to  abandon  hope. 

The  three  checks  from  TKW  came 
yesterday  and  I am  forwarding  two  of  them  to  Helen. 

Many  thanks,  for  this  and  for  many,  many  oth  r things, 


nowville,  :ept.  I?,  1958 


Evelyn, 


. e^e  are  tvo  J it  tie  checks 
for  you  to  trke  care  of--l  r ave  not 
written  e 
it  necessary. 


Glory,  fcov  ne.il  does  pile 
• v-en  v o’ i have  been  away  a week l And 
I imagine  your  xoad  is  getting  heavier 
as  winter  comes  on. 


f fee tionat ely , 


Sept.  13,  1953 


Dear  Evelyn, 


I wonder  if  you  can  fish  out  for 
me  a copy  of  a letter  that  Helen  wrote  some 
time  rgo  ( before  19^7)  to  Dr.  Thomas  D. 

Eliot,  of  Northwestern  University.  In  It  she 
makes  a statement  to  the  effect  that  "the 
locus  of  relf-consclou sness  is  Just  behind 
the  forehead"  and  I'd  like  to  have  the  full 
paragraph  so  as  to  be  able  to  answer  Dr.  Hans 
Syz  more  adequately.  I have  already  sent  him 
° stop-gap  note. 


Dr.  Syz  is  president  of  the 
Llfwynn  Foundation  in  V-estport.  I wish  you'd 
ask  Dr.  Murdock  about  it  when  you  see  him. 

rrhls  correspondence  and  the  life 
of  elen  by  Catherine  eare,  both  of  which 
were  waiting  for  me  when  I got  back,  have 
given  me  two  very  tough  nuts  to  crack. 

— I l ave  Just  finished  talking 
to  you  and  Folly--r-olly  tol-’  me  tcxx  Sunday 
that  she  had  talked  to  1 atharlne  and  Nancy! 
But  she  does  seem  better.  I an  very  troubled 
about  Helen--oh  dear,  the  sorrov  around  us! 


Affectionately  always, 


^"V 


Sept.  19,  I9r;8 


bear  V »lia, 


I have  Just  learned  from  ^e'lyn 
t.  you  in  hospital,  vn  on  I think  of 
f “ Inhuman  y heavy  bur den a that  «o»  have 
^een  carrying  for  such  a long  time  I am 
no;  surprised , but  I am  terribly,  terribly 
sorry,  lease  at  this  point  be  kind  to 
yourself.  >'e  ell  need  you  so  much,  but 
we  want  you  to  be  well' and  strong.  This 
eo;s  'o  you  with  an  admiration  and 
afection  thet.  has  been  increasing  for 
many  years,  I am  «lad  of  the  bon'  between 
■>s. 


^er  and  ever  yours, 


Snowville , Nev  I' amp  shire 
Sept.  22,  1958 


Dear  Evelyn, 


I think  the  inclosed  carbon  of  mv  letter  and 
no ■ es  to  * iss  Catherine  Peare  about  the  book  she  has 
written  on  elen  should  be  on  file  at  the  AFB  in  case  I 
c 5nk  out  or  something.  I am  no*  expecting  to,  but  I have 
recently  been  so  surrounded  by  death  (I  have  lost  five 
friends  in  less  than  a year'.)  that  I have  become  very 
conscious  o**  the  hazards  of  life.  3 


. . . 1 aD1  struggling  along  with  the  Dr.  Syz 

tng.  Even  he  and  the  late  Dr.  Trigant  Burrow  who 
established  the  Lifwynn  Foundation  admit  that  their 
writings  about  its  aims  are  hard  to  understand. 


o let  me  know  what  Dr.  Andrews  says  about 
hexen  1 think  t’  is  eczema  is  closely  connected  with 
her  state  of  mind  and  heart,  the  more  worry,  the  more 
eczema.  J 


f r'ec t lonat. ely  always, 


nowviile,  Nov  f anpshire 

cept.  22,  1953 


' ;,nr  FIbs  ear©; 


I fit)  that  I atn  <nabl©  to  Judge  your 
manuscript,  he  seroi—fictional  treatment  throws  o4'r 
*2"  1 RK  unfamiliar  with  the  renting  habit©  and  no- da 
of  th©  group  for  which  you  are  writing,  one  of  the 
episodes  I thought  you  handled  very  well,  notably  rhe 
-C2.2.V.  .in?r  anfl  e1®*”  Fagan  (both  extremely  dif^lcuITT 
bu’  on  the  whole  I do  not  know  what  to  say  (except 
as  indicated  on  the  pages  which  follow)  and  I wr;  n- 
willlng  to  have  tie  reference  stand  among  toe  acknowiedge- 
ret  ts  that  I,  as  elon  eller’s  attorney,  have  read  tie 
manuscript,  -he  attorney"  implies  an  endorsement  from 
i-'lss  r oller  and  there  would  be  no  way  on  earth  ’o  ret 
t is.  who  would  not  read  a book  about  herself. 


J.  do  not,  however,  object  to  c.y  name 
among  tie  ackno wind repents  if,  after  the  se:  1-colon, 
it.  appears  t>us:  "and  to  Fella  Braddy  (Fra.  Keith 

• enney),  author  of  nne  . ’ill-  an  acv.  ^ h tory 

Ve  inf  ' olen  eller . 


hith  all  good  wls’-es,  I am 
Incerely  yours. 


las  Catherine  Owens  ©ere 
295  St.  John’s  lace 
Brooklyn  33 
ew  York 


e .^n  K eller—  ears 


X.  1 r ver  cnew  hr s.  Keller,  but  I ave  known  many  people  wv  o 

dl*<  1 a?  9(,r*  1 nt  th*  flr8t  wor*«  attributed  to  her  a-e 
entirely  out  of  character,  a an  oa  Internal  monologue. 

'*  oi«n  was  never  "af r id  of  her  environment she 

v<*s  baffxad  by  it,  coil d not  understand  it,  bu  she  plunged 

T?v  R 1”  11  :tor®  or  iese  as  8h®  pleased,  hunting  guinea  e*gs 
*ln  nrtha  shington,  etc.  he  word  "dirty"  eeeln  to  meC 
1'-  rorrlnte.  They  did  keep  her  clean— as  clean  as  an  active 
crild  could  be  kept  on  a farm. 


A.  Her  fat  er  was  always  . aptaln  Keller,  not  Hr. 


(wft8  h*  ®ver  £C«  Anagnos?)  was  not  “just  as 
1 ted  ns  Dr.  Howe.  r.  I owe  was  truly  a great  man,  Mr. 
Ar.ftgnos  a rather  ordinary  one.  he  carried  on  r.  lows’ s’ 
work  creditably  enough,  but  added  nothin*  new. 


5#  Kot  y,r»  Anagnos' s records  on  Laura,  Dr.  Howe’s. 


13.  jhouldn’ t "against  her  thumb**  be  addod  after  "held  all  of 
her  fingertips  together"? 


20.  eople  had  always  been  kind  to  Helen— too  kind. 

?3 . Li  ?ra  did  no*  make  the  doll,  she  dressed  it. 

29.  , rs.  opkins  wns  a matron,  house  mother  of  one  of  the 
cottages,  not  a teacher. 


A >.  econ’  line  from  the  bott 
writer:  Mrs.  opklns,  not  Mrs 


on— slip  of  the  fcjcBpxBjfcfcem  typ 
. erklns. 


e- 


A '’he  German  teacher  was  always  very  slow  with  the  manual 
alphabet.  3ee  SKL  • . 77,  1954  ed. 

58.  She  could  not  "hear"  the  ap  lause,  but  she  could  always 
•**1  its  vibrations. 

56.  r.  ell  ’id  not  have  to  "create"  op  ortuni‘leo  to  talk 
to  ei«n  alone,  eacher  was  always  ha  py  t0  have  them  alone 
7 *,t  ” » the  same  with  Mr.  Hltr  and  others  w o could  'se 
the  finger  alphabet  with  ease. 

6a.  rail  * books  are  reproduced  by  machine,  as  I am  sure 
you  ^now.  i » ln^  this  pnragraj  • could  be  made  clearer. 

‘ a yl^e  of  one  of  the  Harvard  ’-rofessora,"  but  a friend, 
y ng  Isa  enore  t lnney  w o afterwards  married  hlllp  Smith, 

the  geologist  who  was  then  a student  at  Harvard. 
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S;  0 ft5  may  alr  a,’y  have  met  rrank  roubledey,  but  it 
n°  n ^ 0 raid-  : )* n thel  they  became  friends  an*  it 

then  that  she  first  met  Russell.  7 1 S an*  11  wa8 


72.  i e'en  could  have  qualified  as  a mas  e use 
special  *mn*  training.  I think  tr.e  statement 


bu  not.  without 
a bit  misleading. 


MttiVfb  H21P.:r*John  acy"  le  out  of  character,  e had 
little  to  do  with  th?  renovation  of  the  house. 


75.  lime  was  to  come  when  they  could  not  afford  an  indoor 
servant,  bu<  they  did  have  one  nearly  all  the  time  during 
the  h’rentham  years.  6 


77.  Hot  "wink"  please.  Neithe  JM  nor  ASM  were  the  winking 
sort.  «l»n  reads  all  the  way  ac  obf  with  her  left  hand. 

73.  X believe  that  it  la  generally  accepted  that  the  Abbe 
de  i dpee  lid  not  invent  the  alphabet,  but  he  made  brilliant 
u Be  of  it. 


ie:.  i elen  was  at  the  wall  with  r eacher  when  th»  idea  of  the 
poem  came  to  her.  John  scy's  help  in  such  a project  ss 
building  a stone  wall  would  have  been  meager  indeed. 

he  death  of  r,r.  h.H.  Rogers  made  no  financial  difference, 
he  sti.all  annuity  is  still  in  operation. 

35.  elen  had  heard  human  volies  for  the  first  19  months  of 
her  life,  but  of  course  ter  memories  were  too  vague  to  be  of 
much  help,  She  was  not  "running  out  of  ileas  to  write 
about,"  she  was  full  of  them;  the  tro-'ble  was  that  the  public 
wanted  her  to  keep  on  writing  about  herself.  Julia  ard 
owe  had  no  influence  whatever  on  Helen's  entrance  into 
th  woman's  suffrage  campaign. 

uO.  "o  say  ,v'o  and  mean  It  was  something  lolly  had  yet  r o learn. 

94.  rs.  seller  was  big-boned,  but  never  "stout  and  puffing." 
She  always  called  "eacher  "Mss  Annie." 

99.  he  Carnegie  annuity  still  continues,  but  it  was  never 
eno >gh  to  support  three  eople,  two  of  th*m  severely 
handicap; ed,  not  even  when  the  Rogers'  annuity  was  counted  in. 

102.  Mrs.  hacy  travailed  with  them  throughout  th*  vaudeville 
days,  but  she  appeared  less  and  less  on  the  stage.  It  was 
she  who  told  elen  or  her  mother's  death. 


107.  obert  * Twin  w s not  "Dr."  until  later. 

104.  Helen  could  have  kept  on  in  vaudeville.  The  chief 
reaeon  why  she  stoned  was  l a state  of  rs.  racy's  health. 


3 


107.  Teacher's  "advice  and  help"  on  the  mall  and  everything 
else  were  f elen' e to  the  end.  Everything  of  lmy ortence  was 
referred  to  her.  Omit  the  "J."  before  Keith.  Thank  you  for 
the  rest  of  the  paragraph. 

108.  Omit  "with  help  from  Polly  and  Kella  Braddy" — we  really 

had  nothing  to  do  with  It.  "In  politics. . .John  Macy's 

Influence"  Is  not  quite  true.  I should  leave  out  these  two 
sentences. 

109.  Feeding  Hills  Is  outside  Springfield,  not  Boeton. 

110.  Mr . Anagnos  was  director,  not  teacher.  r he  suggestion  to 
try  the  Mass,  and  Ear  Infirmary  came  from  a boarder  in  a 
house  where  Annie  had  a Job  in  the  summer  of  1181.  It  had 
not  oc cured  to  anyone  at  Perkins  that  anything  could  be  done 
for  her,  but  the  school  was  sympathetic  to  the  idea  once  it 
was  presented. 

112.  1 eacher  was  also  giving  Helen  word  pictures;  she  was  not 
yet  too  blind  for  this. 

117.  It  mi ;ht  be  worth  noting  that  Mrs.  acy  was  with  Helen 
during  all  these  public  appearances  in  Scotland  and  England. 

120.  Polly's  family  was  not  so  very  big:  one  married  brother 
and  his  wife  and  four  children,  one  umarried  sister. 

121.  Mrs.  Macy  did  not  have  tuberculosis.  She  died  of  an 
internal  disorder. 

122.  Polly  never  "became  almost  a second  Anne  Sullivan." 
neither  she  nor  anyone  else  could  have  come  within  a million 
miles  of  it.  oily  has  been  splendid  and  devoted  and  what  she 
has  done  is  beyond  all  praise,  but  she  has  not  been  another 
Annie  Sullivan. 

123.  I don't  like  "rather  mechanically"  and  Helen  was  fully 
alert  to  the  contents  of  her  letters. 

124.  Helen  was  indeed  thrilled  about  the  talking  book,  she 
recognized  its  value  and  has  worked  for  it  (thoupdi  of  course  it 
has  never  been  of  any  use  to  her).  At  times  she  has  felt  that 
it  has  been  overemphasized,  for  unlike  some  of  the  blind,  she 
does  not  think  it  will  ever  replace  brrille.  Her  deepest 
thrills  have  come  from  the  mighty  forward  surgo  of  the  broad 
aspects  of  the  work  for  the  blind  and  other  handicapped 

eople,  most  especially  for  the  deaf-blind. 

126.  It  hes  not  ben  my  experience  thet  a deaf-blin  : erson 
or  even  a deaf-f rora-blrth  person  can  converse  with  a normal 
person  "without  any  difficulty."  I have  seen  it.  happen,  but 
rarely.  Generally  (and  I am  not  Breaking  only  of  myself)  the 
normal  person  has  to  learn  to  listen  to  the  deaf  person. 


4 


128.  It  was  not  ’-obert  feiffer,  but  " Jncle  Gus"  who  moved 
I olon  and  oily  to  Connect  lent . rof.  i feiffer' s house  ha;  ened 
to  be  vacant  at  tne  tine  and  they  lived  In  It  while  tv  lace 
at  Arcan  Fldge  was  building.  " ncle  Gus"  had  already  given 
heien  the  "lurge  tract  of  land"--seven  acres. 

130.  I think  the  comparison  between  Helen  eller  and  -obert 
mlthdae  unfortunate  and  rather  unfair  to  Mm.  a "has  gone 

farther  than  lss  eller"  on  y In  his  forrr.nl  education;  he 
hasn't  had  time  to  catch  up  with  her,  for  she  has  been  a 
student  thro  ughout  her  long  life.  One  reason  why  his  sj  each  is 
"clear  and  nierstandable"  is  tint  he  learned  to  talk  before 
be  becatre  deaf.  I haven't  his  book  with  me  here,  but  my  recollection 
is  that  he  was  12  or  13  years  old  before  his  hearing  finally 
t Isa;  reared.  I do  not  mean  to  detract  in  the  slightest  degree 
from  his  remarkable  achievements.  Miss  eller,  Miss  1‘omson, 
and  I have  only  the  highest  admiration  for  him.  Sot 

" ’ncle  Gus  in  [articular"  In  the  rebuilding  of  .rcan  Ridge. 

nd  not  "a  multitude  of  friends."  A small  group,  roving 
quietly,  "he  new  house  was  built  on  the  exact  site  of  the 
original  one. 

131.  I should  have  mentioned  sooner  that  t e A^OE  had  even 
more  to  do  w'th  the  tours  abroad  than  the  AFB.  The  visit  to 
South  Africa  wae  in  behalf  of  the  non- European  blind. 


Sept.  23,  1958 


Dear  Barbara,! ' 

I think  you  will  be  interested  In 
this  paragraph  in  a letter  to  Helen  from  Dr. 

Hans  Syz,  head  of  the  Lifwynn  Foundation  in 
Westport  and  apparently  a very  Important  man. 
(Helen  has  never  met  him.) 

"I  do  not  want  to  close  without 
saying  how  much  I enjoyed  the  selections  from 
your  writings,  The  Open  Door,  published  last 
year.  It  is  a great  encouragement  to  all  those 
interested  in  a saner  society,  and  is  a wel- 
come assurance  of  your  unremitting  vigor  and 
constructive  contribution  to  human  growth." 

I was  particularly  happy  to  come 
upon  this  paragraph  because  in  the  first  part 
of  the  letter,  which  is  quite  long,  he  seems 
to  be  asking  her  where  she  places  the  physical 
locus  of  the  proprioception  of  inner  tensions. 

I have  sent  him  a stop-gap  note  and  if  I can 
ever  find  out  Just  what  he  is  talking  about  I 
will  write  him  again. 

"wice  this  summer  I have  gone 
down  to  Arcan  Ridge.  Situation  still  grave, 
but  thus  far  manageable,  Helen  magnificent  under 
all  circumstances. 

We  expect  to  be  here  until  after 
Election  Day  and  soon  after  that  I hope  to 
meet  you.  I am  expecting  this  winter  to  be  less 
harried  than  the  last  two  have  been,  though  I 
really  haven't  much  foundation  for  the 
expectation. 


All  good  wishes  to  you  and  Ken', 
Ever  your9. 


Snowvllle,  Sept.  23,  1958 


f f-L^Ajd-Qa.  "b  , 


G-ivAj-j  ~h>  ^7^b—'  * 

^ Y [V  £ K^v^j2'' 


Darling  Helen, 


You  and  Polly  will  be  Interested  to  know  that 
Van  Wyck's  new  hook,  "The  Dream  of  Arcadia,  American 
Writers  and  Artists  in  Italy,  1760-1915"  had  a fine  review 
on  the  front  page  of  the  N.Y.  Times  Book  Review  last 
Sunday.  The  author  of  the  review,  Henry  Steele  Commager, 
is  a professor  of  history  at  Amherst  College  and  is  quite 
well  known  in  his  field.  He  speaks  of  Van  Wyck's  "incomparable 
8 kill"  and  says  that  the  book  "is  full  of  surprise  and 
delight." 


Another  page  later  in  the  Times  Review  is 
covered  with  an  advertisement  of  Joe  Lewis's  Freethought 
Fress  Association  with  a recent  photograph  of  Joe  spang 
in  the  middle  of  it.  The  big  headline  over  the  advertisement 
is:  WHO  WAS  THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE  DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCE, 
THOMAS  JEFFERSON  OR  THOMAS  PAINE?  And  of  course  the  burden 
of  his  message  is  that  it  was  Thomas  Paine.  I think  no  first- 
rate  scholars  go  along  with  him  in  this  thesis,  but  he  has 
had  fun  with  it. 

I am  still  struggling  with  the  mail  that 
accumulated  during  the  week  that  we  were  away.  There  is 
no  excuse  for  my  not  having  finished  it  up  except  that  the 
out  of  doors  is  so  tempting  that  Keith  and  I have  only  to 
look  out  the  window  to  think  of  some  reason  why  we  should 
go  outside  to  do  things  like  transplanting  iris  or  banking 
roses  or  walking  to  the  upper  field  to  see  if  the  Ladies 
Tresses  are  in  bloom — and  they  arel 

We  think  of  you  and  Polly  all  the  time  and 
wish  you  were  with  us. 


Our  love  always, 
Nella 


\ '\-v  ^ 


v*  vcs  \ \ \ t A.  <x  q 
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Snowville,  Sept.  25,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 

I have  Just  come  across  two  interesting  Items 
about  the  theater.  One  Is  that  Elizabeth  Taylor  has  been 
r-vw-iaon  as  tt e actress  to  play  in  the  movie  version  of 
BUI  Gibson'  8 comedy  Two  for  the  Seesaw.  She  has  developed 

* T^1^xPomorrSh'f  is” gua“ltee"a  sa!£ry  of 
} 500^000'.  And  Bill  8°t  $600,000  for  the  movie  rights'.!  These 
figures  make  me  dizzy. 

The  other  item  is  about  a stage  play,  a comedy 
bv  Maxwell  Anderson  called  Madonna  and  Child.  Guthrie  is  to 
SoSSTu  and  It  ought  to  be  a very  dlstlngulshedUe^for 
all  who  love  the  theater . 

I have  been  asked  to  ask  you  and  Polly  what  you 

^y™  ru"  W 

|lv»  iou  a chance  to  have  direct  contact  with  some  of  the 
excitements  of  our  great  city  Everything  wouxd  he  under 
vnur  control,  yours  and  Polly's,  and  all  nmncxai  ar  **  b 
will  be  taken  care  of.  This  suggestion  was  made  with  L ove 

I am  alive  they  aren  t. 

Keith  and  I are  off  to  Conway  to  6ft  Sroeerles 
and  Keith  Is  going  to  get  a halrcut--otherwlse  I U have 
begin  braiding  \A  into  a queue  at  the  back  o.  his 

Our  weather  is  glorious  and  I hope  yours  is 

too . 


My  love  always, 
Nella 


\ r A 


rl  •Jw'X 


\ 'U  s 
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Snowville,  New  Hampshire,  Sept.  27,  1958 


Q TiuJ^U)  i'bUL&ix—, 

Z-4-dcX  4»  'VU-JZr  — cl^JL  CtJLSL 

-Kj  KxaU-4  ^jlZ£ju^  lXx^-| 
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Darling  Helen, 


I spent  yesterday  grieving  over  our  sad 
anniversary,  remembering  the  horror  that  you  went  through 
that  day  a year  ago,  thinking  of  the  anguish  we  have 
all  suffered  since  then,  and  especially  of  the  incomparably 
magnificent  way  in  which  you  have  sustained  yourself,  the 
strength  you  have  given  the  rest  of  us.  Polly  does  seem  to 
be  pulling  through--she  was  very  cheerful  when  I talked  to 
her  yesterday  morning,  but  oh,  the  long  agony  it  has  been 
for  her  and  it  is  not  over.  Not  yet.  Not  quite.  You  know 
this,  but  I want  to  say  it  again:  you  and  Polly  are 
surrounded  by  a wall  of  devoted  friends  aching  to  be  of 
service.  Tell  us  what  to  do  and  we1 11  do  it  if  it  is 
humanly  possible. 

Somehow  I seem  to  stay  very  busy  these  days. 
Without  Bertha  I am  doing  the  housekeeping  and  cooking — 

Clyde  does  the  heavy  work  and  brings  in  the  wood  and  Keith 
washes  the  dishes — but  we  are  also  putting  away  the  garden 
for  the  winter  and  gathering  seeds  to  scatter  in  bare 
places.  A moose  was  in  the  neighborhood,  but  we  didn't  see  him. 
We  have  never  seen  a wild  moose  except  in  Canada  and  we'd 
probably  be  scared  to  death  if  we  met  one  at  close  quarters, 
but  we'd  like  to  try  it  some  time,  only  not  too  close. 

The  trees  are  turning  color — every  morning  we 
look  out  and  find  new  ones  that  have  become  red  or  yellow 
overnight.  How  we  wish  for  you  and  Polly  to  be  here  to 
share  the  excitement  I Maybe  next  year. 

Meantime,  our  love,  our  love,  our  love  to 
you  and  our  dear  Polly, 


Nella 


^ V"  K \ \ \ ^ 
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Snowville,  Oct.  1,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 

Lenore  drove  over  from  Wolfeboro  to  have 
lunch  with  y us  yesterday,  bringing  her  friend  Mrs.  Bertha 
Damon,  and  a fine  flavorsome,  mettlesome  pair  of  old  ladles 
they  were!  Lenore  looks  well  and  carries  her  head  high,  but 
she  1 s obviously  older  and  she  walks  with  exceeding  care, 
using  a cane  if  she  has  any  distance  to  go.  She  will  be  leaving 
some  time  next  week  to  spend  the  winter  in  Baton  Rouge  with 
Sidney.  He  has  a mammoth  Job  In  progress,  moving  more  than 
a million  books  to  a new  library  building — you  know  that  he  is 
chief  librarian  at  the  University  of  Louisiana. 


and  her  family  do  bat  around'.)  and  Kay  Is  in  Virginia,  writing 
about  Edna  St.  Vincent  Millay  and  also  doing  some  tkxxlBX 
theatarical  work.  I gather  that  there  is  still  something  not 
altogether  right  there,  but  I did  not  pursue  the  subject.  She  said 
she  was  sure  that  Kay  would  be  better  next  summer. 


of  Alaska.  It  has  some  beautiful  photographs  and  a map  showing 
the  Philip  Smith  Mountains.  You  and  Polly  and  I can  point  to 
a spot  on  all  the  new  maps  of  the  49th  State,  read  off  the 
name  and  say  "This  man  was  a friend  of  mine."  It  seems  to  me 
a proud  monument  to  a man  who  well  deserved  it. 


and  loved  it.  Afterwards  she  read  the  book  aloud  to  some  friends 
of  hers  and  loved  it  too. 

Mrs.  Damon  is  a gardener  and  a reconditioner 
of  old  houses,  author  of  a book  about  gardening  called  A SENSE 


Constance  has  moved  back  to  Denver  (how  she 


Lenore  brought  along  a book  about  the  geography 


Lenore  say:  saw  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  on  TV 


OF  HUMUS.  It  Is  quite  practical  ana  very  amusing.  I read  It 
years  ago,  but  don't  have  a copy  now.  I asked  her  If  she 
preferred  raising  vegetables  or  flowers  and  she  said 
vegetables,  because  their  sculptural  beauty  is  so  much 
greater.  I'll  have  to  think  about  this  some  more  before  I 
decide  whether  or  not  I agree  with  her. 

As  always  when  Keith  and  I go  through  a happy 
experience  we  wanted  you  and  Polly  with  us  and  I knew  that 

you  would  want  a report  on  Lenore.  She  wanted  to  know 

...  ^-yVL 

everything  about  th®  two  of  you  and  I was  glad  to  be  able 
to  tell  her  that  Polly  was  improving  all  the  time. 

Rain  this  morning.  Cosy  inside. 

Love,  love,  love  from  the  two  of  us  to 

the  two  of  you, 


Nella 


Snowvllle,  Oct.  3,  195,3 


Darling  Helen, 

I la-9  at  last  found  time  to  mark  the  passages 
In  tie  book  AVALANCHE  to  be  transcribed  for  you.  In  one  way 
I fo  nd  the  book  a great  disappointment:  Joseph  1 echsterg, 
t- e author,  is  an  excellent  reporter  and  what  he  says  about 
avalanches  is  very  good  (the  best  of  these  parts  I have 
tarked  for  you),  but  he  is  a highly  sophisticated  man  wit  out 
1 he  slightest  unde  standing  of  simple  country  people  or  their 
vay  of  life.  He  tells  what  happened  to  many  of  the  individual 
peasants  in  the  village  of  Blons  which  was  the  scene  of  the 
disaster,  butane  does  not  make  you  feel  what  happened,  so  I 
am  leaving  aunl  this  out. 

tons,  before  the  avalanches  struck  on  Jan. 

11'  was  an  idyllic,  "unspoiled"  mountain  village,  so 

out-of-the-way  that  it  is  not  even  mentioned  in  guidebooks. 

h®  lnrabltants  of  the  mountain  villages  (in  thr  Alps)  are 
reluctant  to  admit  it,  but  their  villages  often  lie  in  suicidal 
spots.. .But  the  most  suicidal  spot  of  all  is— or,  rather,  was— 
the  village  of  -Ions... No  other  recorded  avalanche  in  modern 

history  has  ^one  so  much  to  so  meny  in  &o  short  a time  and  so 
small  a piece." 

lUons  lies  in  northwestern  Austria  in  the 
'^reat.  alser  ’alley  which  because  of  its  great  beauty,  with 
lofty  peaks  and  charming  valleys  is  referred  to  by  the 
Inhabitants  as  "the  golden  west."  Blons  itself  is  divided 
Into  three  villages,  the  oldest  and  most  important  of  which 
is  Plonserberg.  lhe  church  is  here  and  the  natives  called  it 
‘he  k*  hirchdorf  or  "Church  Village."  It  lies  on  th® 


JiJSt  make  a lint  n-r  ♦ u „ 

1RT  01  »hem  and  I'll  So  T 

lf  1 can  find  the 

answers. 

snth  interrupted  ..  a while  back  to  oaU  „„ 

he  hire  game  In  the  baseball  V.orld  Series.  It 

, 'rnSd  °Ut  f°  b"  a Very  dl311  Same,  but  there  was  on/ 
thrilling  moment.  Thle  was  when  the  great  Negro  placer 

ROy  CMFanella-  «“  wheeled  In  ,0  the  stands  to  watch  toe 
8ams‘  3 StU1  CanD0t  v"llk  ^ hie  neck  is  still  ln  a 
brace,  hut  he  has  made  a magnificent  fight  towars  recovery 

ShSn  “*  wheelchair  appeared  the  entire  crowd-71  000  ' 
people!  to  its  feet  and  gave  him  a wild  and  enthusiastic 

ota  ion.  It  was  a wonderful  tribute  to  simple  human  courage, 
and  a tribute  to  the  human  heart  which  red  recognises  it 
I don't  think  you  could  find  a crowd  with  most  diversified 
tfPee  in  it  than  the  one  that  gathers  for  a baseball  game, 
"e'll  be  setting  out  for  Garden  City  about  a month 

from  now  and  I'll  see  you  and  roll,  soon  after  we  return. 

I long  for  it. 

Lovo  always  and  always, 

Nella 


Excerpt  a from  AVAI  ANC 15  by  Joserh  Vechsberg  to  bo  copied 
for  Helen  teller 


Fage 

6-3:  "he  r.o.mtaln  cosmic  explosion. 

3-13:  Dust  avalanches. . .causing  tidal  waves  in  them. 

14-16:  A particularly  vicious  type  of  avalanche .. .caught  in  t e 
sli-’e  an"1  killed. 

17:  "here  have  always  been  avalanches .. .Kos4  of  them  were  dead. 

19-20:  One  of  the  worst .. . innot Iced  an-1  unrecorded. 

21:  In  January  1954... the  village  of  Blons. 

82:  The  age  of  motorization. . .look  up  a t the  slopes. 

39-90:  Much  depends  on  the  first  snow... did  not  want  to  know  the 
t ru  th . 

10S+ll0:Cn  the  steep  slopes .. .ditch  around  t:  e ouse. 

Mrs.  Rietz--plef’se  transcribe  what  follows: 

riday  Jan.  8 began  as  a clear,  cool,  sunny  day  in  Blons. 
3:30  in  t ; a evening  it  began  *o  snow,  much  to  the  delight  of 
the  ct ildren,  and  the  thermometer  began  to  fall  rapi  iy . By 
Sat.  the  storm  had  turned  into  a raging  blizzard  which 
continued  all  day  Sunday.  Paths  and  roads  were  blocked  by 
snow  and  at  three  o'clock  In  the  afternoon  the  peorle  of 
Blons  learned  that  an  avalanche  had  struck  the  village  of 
^ontanella  five  miles  away,  killing  two  young  boys,  "he 
storm  became  worse  that  Sunday  night.  As  long  as  the 
electricity  lasted  warnings  of  the  danger  of  avalanches  kept, 
coming  in  over  the  cuuVie . T lgh  mountain  villages  were  cut  off 
from  any  kin  of  1 rrnsport.  and  that  night  the  telephone  lines 
went  town  and  all  communication  with  the  outside  world  came  to 
an  end.  "v evr  peo  1©  slept  well  that  night  in  Blons."  One  of 
the  school  girls  •"ememhered  tho  "terrible  roaring  and  howling 
of  the  storm... like  in  a ghost  story."  r>h©  and  the  rest  of  her 
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family  prayed.  "A  lot  of  people  in  Blona  were  praying  that 
nigh*.  1 he  blizzard  was  still  growingx®  going  strong  on 
Non  ay,  the  day  of  the  avalanches,  ’hey  came  without 
warning  and  here  I will  go  back  to  the  book  for  the 
experiences  of  a 25-year  old  young  man,  Albert  iftnser,  who 
s°t  out.  shortly  before  half-past  nine  that  morning  to  ski 
to  the  Adler  Inn  in  the  church  village  from  his  father’s 
house  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Sschtobel  Valley,  under 
ordinary  conditions  a short  run.  He  saved  his  life  by 
leaving  home.  The  Falv  avalanche  came  down  at  9:36  and 
vhen  it  was  over  Albert  was  on  a dead  white  slope.  His 
father's  house  was  deep  under  the  snow  and  the  rest  of  his 
family  was  killed. 

Page 

11C-12D:  He  put  on  his  skis...  strange  and  unpredictable. 

172-175-  A dry-snow  avalanche. . .It  acted  like  a pair  of  dice. 

185-186:  One  hundred  and  fifteen  people. . .crippled  and 
wounded. 

227-228 : ri'he  funeral  took  place.. .OF  JANUARY  11,  1954. 

he  disaster  would  not  have  been  so  great  if  Elons  had 

ben  prepared  for  it.  It  was  - robably  not  their  fault  that 

there  was  no  doctor  in  the  village,  but  there  was  only  one 

stretcher,  no  flashlights,  no  antiseptics,  no  anesthetics, 

no  bandages,  no  extra  beds,  sheets,  or  pillows.  Mont  of 

the  wounded  and  dying  had  to  lie  on  is  bare  floor  and 
when  with 

"kXRX  they  screamed/in  pain,  they  were  told  to  shut  up." 
he  villagers  h>-d  no  implements  and  they  didn't  even  know 
enough  to  mark  the  spots  where  they  saw  a house  or  a 
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erson  disappear  linger  the  snow.  There  were  no  avalanche  dogs, 
clever  animals  trained  to  sniff  out  the  location  of  t'  e 
burled  victims,  no  avalanche  probes  which  men  use  for  the 
same  purpose.  It  was  24  hours  bRfwiriJ  after  the  morning 
avalanche  before  wcuxS  of  the  Elons  disaster  reached  the  outside 

A* 

world.  Then  the  great  rescue  system  was  set  In  motion,  with 
trained  experts  and  volunteers  converging  on  t^e  strlc  en 
village,  hut  by  the  time  they  could  get  there  It  was  too 
late  to  save  many  of  the  vletims.  Some  of  them  were  not 
even  fo’nd  until  months  later  after  the  snow  had  melted. 

In  th p emotional  stress  following  the  catastrophe  Elons 
decided  to  stock  up  on  emergency  equipment,  but  as  time 
passed  they  became  more  and  more  half-hearted  about  It . 

They  have  a few  more  stretchers  and  a handful  of  avalanche 
probes,  but  no  medical  supplies  and  not  much  else  that  they 
need.  The  Austrian  government,  has  built  defenses  on  the 
Kontcalv  slope,  Those  on  the  ^alv  slope  will  ] robably  not 
be  finished  until  1965.  Meanwhile  the  villagers  are 
fatalistic.  They  hove  been  sibj-ct  +o  avalanches  for  500 
years,  they  know  that  It  may  be  a long  time  before  another 
major  disaster  strikes,  they  haven't  *oo  much  fai*h  In  the 
government  defenses.  Avalanches  are  the  will  of  God  and 
th  ere  is  nothing  much  »hot  nyon~  can  do  against  t hem. 


October  6,  1958 


Dear  Lenore, 


how 

and 


like 


How  sweet 
you— -to  send 


of  y°u— and 

had  Jitbre  3tlll,enJOylns  th®  beaut  if ul°day  we^ 
to  another  one  Uk£*it  next  summer!  looklnZ  forwa1^ 


, My  book  about  Teacher  le  haH  , 

by;  In  its  own  small  wav  it  it  naf,  to  come 

Item  ana  when  one  can  be  “c^LVe1160^'8 
shop  the  prices  range  between  "7  no  an'l^Jl"  ofT^T 

**“*  *•*>  «*  i’rX  *&£°i  at 


than^T  n ^‘^4  'K  ^U^e^foT^ 
han  I o because  he  knows  more  about  ksoIorv ) 

; » « -'si™.  It  Is  a prous  thing  for  °f In 

be  able  to  point  to  a spot  on  the  new  mane  nr  ♦>.« 
new  9 ate  arr  say,  "This  man  was  my  friend." 


Love  always. 


Snowvilla,  New  Hampshire 

October  6,  19^8 


Dear  Mrs.  Rietz: 

Many  thanks  for  the  letters  that  you  have 
transcribed  for  Mias  Keller.  I think  the  material  that  I 
am  sending  now  is  self-explanatory.  Please  send  the  letter 
ahead  of  the  excerpts  from  the  book,  th  n when  you  are 
finished,  the  book  and  the  co-y  back  to  me,  please.  The 
book  excerpts  are  to  be  charged  to  Mss  Keller,  the  rest 
to  me. 

I cannot  tell  you  w at  a comfort  it  is  to 
have  you  at  that  end  of  the  line. 

v ith  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  William  J.  Riatz 
1703  Sheepshead  Bay  Road 
Brooklyn  35 

N.Y. 


Snowville , New  Hampshire 
October  8,  1958 


Dear  Mrs.  Salisbury: 


Your  letter  and  the  papers 

and  Bill's  letter  reached  me  yesterday.  So 
far  as  the  mat --rial  is  concerned  I trust  Bill 
absolutely  and  you  too  as  agent,  but  my 
responsibility  to  Helen  Keller  is  rather 
frightening  ani  I want  to  read  everything 
three  or  four  times  before  I put  our 
names  down.  You  will  hear  from  me  soon  after 
I have  talked  with  Bill. 

I look  forward  to  meeting 
you  this  winter.  V'e  expect  to  be  back  in 
Garden  City  soon  after  Election  Day. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  L eah  1 a 1 i sbu rv 
254  Vest  44  st. 

New  Yo rk  36 

N.Y. 


October  8,  19^8 


Dear  Mr.  Nelson: 


This  Is  In  rerly  to  your  letter 
of  Sept.  JO  to  Kiss  Helen  Keller.  I am  sorry  to 
have  to  tell  you  that  Kiss  Keller  cannot  even 
consider  appearing  on  one  of  your  vis  ’’om 
programs.  For  some  months  now  her  frien^  arc’ 
companion  Kiss  oily  Thomson  has  been  quite 
111  and  hiss  Keller  Is  devoting  herself  to 
loving  attendance  upon  one  who  has  been  constantly 
at  her  side  for  more  than  forty  years.  She  would 
have  made  a fine  addition  to  the  series.  I have 
seen  a number  o'1  the  programs  and  thought  them 
excellent . 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Brandy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


r.  James  Nelson 

NBC 

RCA  Bldg.,  Radio  City 
New  York  20,  N.Y. 


Oct.  11,  1953 


D-ar  Barbara, 


. any  t nnka  for  t a rev lev . I 
sent  It  to  the  transcriber  a couple  of  'bays 
•go  an*  elen  may  have  it  by  this  time. 

I am  glad  yon  are  to  be  married. 

It  is  a very  happy  thing  to  do,  as  I learned 
some  thirty-odd  years  ago,  v«ry  like.y  before 
you  were  born.  Sven  if  you  leave  New  York 
you'll  be  coming  to  New  Hampshire.  From  my 
window  at  this  moment  I have  in  the  foreground 
a hundred  and  eighty  degree  sweep  of  coJor, 
then  a blue  range  of  mountains  and  after  t at 
a snowstorm  raging  over  the  t’residentinls 
with  spectacular  clou’s  above  it — cl^ar  air 
blue  sky  an*  white  clouds  over  our  own  little 
mo.n'ain.  It  is  almost  too  theatrical  I 

The  sit  ration  et  Arc  an  Fldge 
remains  sad  and  disturbing,  1 elen  never 
ore  magnificent  then  she  has  been  end  still  is 
through  this  long  ordea'l — end  the  end.  not  in 
sight. 

I always  send  good  wishes, 
but  this  time  they  are  very  s octal  for 
the  marriage  and  they  extend  far,  f-r  into 
the  future. 


"’-er  yours, 


Snowvi  lie , New  Hampshire,  Oct.  13*  1958 


Pear  Pill, 


"■his  copy  of  the  LOG  gave  much  pleasure 
■ Instruction  to  five  people--*  * two  Consnti , 
my  sister,  Keith  and  me.  Thank  you. 

I have  reread  my  ~’ower  of  Attorney.  It 
was  drawn  up  by  a lawyer  at  J cGraw-Hi Ll , It  is 
quite  comprehensive,  and  the  limits  that  were  set 
were  set  my  me — I would  not  allow  it  to  cover 
her  bank  account.  I am  not  going  to  worry  about  it 
(I  can  think  up  enough  other  goblins  to  keep  me 
busy),  but  i vill  write  to  Helen  and  get  her 
endorse"  ent . 

Incidentally  the  Po  er  of  Attorney  is 
made  out  t0  Nella  Eraddy  Hen  ey  and  perhaps  my 
name  should  always  appear  thus  in  the  contract, 
though  I think  it  does  not  really  make  any 
difference . I would  in  any  event  sign  the  full 
name  under  Helen's  name. 

oily  telephoned,  me  a little  while 
ago  (9:00  AM)  and  seemed  quite  herself.  I can’t 
help  a surge  of  hope  when  this  happens.  Alas. 

I hope  the  little  boys  are  perfectly 
well  again. 


TCver  yours, 

N 6 ^ 


October  I-',  !■  ..>53 


hear  Uotzt 

Vie  inclosed  letter  should 
reach  * Isr  Keller  as  soon  ag  possible  end 
this  time  please  send  the  typescript, 
unfolded,  along  with  the  Irailie. 

I hope  you  are  keeping 
track  of  your  postage  expenditure.  ..ias 
Loges  did  and  yo”  must. 

This  letter  should  be 

charged  to  me. 

I received  the  letter 
you  sent  the  other  day.  ‘ihank  you. 

•Ml  good  wishes, 


i;  rs.  \ illiara  Rietz 
1703  Sheepshead  13 ay  Rond 
Brooklyn  35 
hew  York 


'VdUJ-Q-K*  at" 

1*4***^  vLw  k£$2-4  , 'tbxi  d-uJL^ 

0 a^kJL  CXxa^.  f-*j 

#■  r 

0L><-C-ct -aa.  'j/L  ~"i  i Vk*. 

>t-  ^dT^-r 

liCatUoui,  [a — &--&L  | p 


Snowville,  New  ampshlre,  Oct.  16,  19f8 


Darling  I.elen, 

you  already  know  nearly  everything  that  will  be 
in  this  letter,  but  with  definite  plans  afoot  to  bring  "The 
Firacle  Vorker"  to  the  Broadway  stage,  I want  to  recapitulate. 
We  have  already  granted  Bill  Gib  on  the  dramatic  rights  to 
the  flay — w«  did  this  before  It  appeared  on  television.  Now 
we  must  sign  a supplementary  contract  which  is  primarily 
concerned  with  the  percentage  of  the  money  that  we  are  to 
receive. 

The  television  presentation  was  a distinguished 
performance.  Everyone  that  I have  had  contact  with  loved  it 
(Lenore  spoke  of  It  when  she  w^b  with  us)  and  it  won  an  award 
as  the  best  television  play  of  the  year.  The  only  person  I 
know  who  was  dissatisfied  with  it  was  Bill  Gibson.  He  wants 
the  stage  play  to  be  better.  The  performance  will  be  In  the 
han  s of  the  same  group:  Bill  as  author,  Fred  Coe  as  producer, 
Arthur  enn  as  director,  but  the  play  will  have  to  be  somewhat 
rewritten  to  make  it  suitable  for  the  stage  an"*  they  have  In 
mind  to  get  much  more  capable  actors.  Bill  wantB  you  and  lolly 
and  me  to  help  him,  which  of  course  we  shall  do,  but  we  know 
so  very  little  of  the  mechanics  of  the  stage  that  I am  afraid 
we  shall  not  know  how  to  be  useful.  We  can,  however,  refuse  to 
aid  and  abet  anyone  else  who  comes  up  with  an  Idea  for  a 
dramatic  production  unless  it  is  one  that  you  and  oily  and 
Bill  and  1 approve. 

here  Isa  chance  that  "The  Mracle  Vorker" 
may  bring  in  a great  deal  of  mon^y,  especially  if  the  play  is 
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afterwards  ma  e Into  a «ovie.  It  would  bo  pleasant  to  have 
a groat  deal  of  -one,,  but  our  deepest  hope  lo  that  the  pia, 
will  be  a fine  and  beautiful  tribute  to  the  aplrlt  of 
Annie  Sullivan.  -The  first  vorde  Bill  ever  said  to  me  face 


o f c a vere,  o>.  ci  n see  that  I am  enamoured  of  Annie 
Sullivan.”  re  still  is.  and  it  l8  upon  this  that  w.  rent 
our  hopes,  along  with  U.  great  gifts  as  a playwright. 

By  the  terms  of  this  supplementary  contract  we  shall  get 
20  per  cent  of  all  that  Bill  *.f~ that  is.  20  per  cent  of  hie 
share  or  t e gross  proceed#,  hie  will  be  divided  equally 
between  ue,  half  to  you  because  of  "The  Story  of  i^y  if*,- 
half  to  me  because  of  "Anne  Sullivan  Macy.”  Tble  seems  to 
Keith  anJ  me  very  generous,  eince  most  of  the  material  Is 
already  In  the  public  domain,  which  means  t at  anybody  can  use 
it,  but  the  final  contract  will  go  to  len  and  I shall  not 
sign  It  un‘13  hie  name  is  on  it,  which  oceans  that  he  ap  roves  It 
reven  copies  of  the  contract  must  be  signed  and  each  page 


ha®  4°  b®  initialled  by  the  signers.  I shall  of  course  relieve 
you  of  this  chore  by  using  my  hover  of  Attorney,  but  i do  want 
!°  : <,r  y°u  •***  oiiy  fully  abreast  of  what  is  going  on  and 
to  rave  your  a proval  at  every  step.  If  this  letter  tallies  wi  h 
your  wishes  and  your  understanding  of  the  situation,  I wlah 
you  would  sign  your  name  at  t e end  of  a ty; ed  cory  of  it 


hlch  I am  sending  along.  If  not,  I want  you  »o  wri-e  me  about 


your  objoc  ions. 


hie  goes  to  you  with  ey  love,  always  and  always, 


Hells 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire,  Oci  . 16,  1958 


Dear  j rs.  Salisbury: 


I am  sorry  that  I have  not  returned 
tnese  co- ins  of  "The  Mir  cle  Yorker"  contract  to  you,  but 
In  my  Ignorance  I thought  an  entirely  new  contr'ct  had 
to  be  drawn. 


Of  course  Helen  and  I have  no  right 
to  sign  anything  without  the  approval  of  our  publisher 
who  Is  our  co-partner  In  the  enterprise.  For  this  reason 
and  because  ^oubleday's  Is  so  much  more  knowledgable  than 
I am  In  such  mat  ers,  I want  the  contract  to  clear  first 
through  them  and  to  come  to  me  after  It  has  been  signed 
by  Ken  McCormick.  I am  not  willing  to  take  the  responsibility 
of  signing  without  his  signature  first. 

Incidentally,  my  Power  of  Attorney  Is 
In  the  name  of  Nella  Braddy  Henney  and  I always  use  the  full 
name  In  signing  for  her,  but  since  the  full  name  need  appear 
on  the  contract  only  In  my  handwriting  under  Helen’s  name 
I think  this  is  a point  that  can  be  disregarded  so  far  as 
the  rest  of  the  contract  la  concerned. 


1 am 


With  all  good  wishes  and  many  arologies. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Leah  Salisbury 
2JA  West  44  St. 

New  York  City  J>6 
New  York 


Snowville,  New  Hamnshire,  Oct.  19,  1958 


Pear  Mrs,  Rletz, 


I cannot  tell  you  how  pleased  and 
flattered  I was  at  your  request  to  send  a 
quotation  from  my  letter  about.  Roy  Campanella. 

My  first  impulse  was  to  say,  Yes,  yes,  by  all  means 
for  Campy  has  always  been  one  of  my  heroes,  the 
most  vivid  and  lovable  figure  in  baseball.  But 
on  sober  second  thought,  I feel  that  I must  say  No. 
Miss  Keller’s  name  is  involved  and  while  the 
quotation  is  from  a letter  of  mine,  I feel  that  in 
a way  it  would  be  a violation  of  her  private 
correspondence  unless  I had  her  permission  and  this 
at  the  moment,  I am  not  in  a ^position  to  get.  I 
am  sorry.  But  your  letter  made  me  very  happy  and 
I am  grateful  to  you  for  it. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  William  Rletz 
1708  Sheepshead  Bay  Road 
Brooklyn  35 
New  York 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 
October  20,  1958 


Dear  Mr.  Barker: 


This  1 8 to  authorize  you  to 
use  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  by  Helen  Keller  as 
the  March  1959  selection  of  your  International 
Collectors  Library  In  accordance  with  the 
terms  given  In  your  letter  to  me  of  Oct.  18,  1958. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  LeBaron  R.  Barker  Jr. 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 

575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 
N.Y. 


nowvllle,  Oct.  20,  19*8 


Darling  Helen, 

A day  or  bo  ago  I had  a letter  from  one  of 

the  editors  at  Doubleday's  asking  for  permission  to  use 

March  1959 

? "TORY  0'  MY  LIFE  as  the/ select  ion  of  their  Int  ernat  ional 
Collectors  Library  which  is  mate  up  of  books  of  permanent, 
value  in  fin*  bindings.  The  guaranteed  payment  is  f450 
with  a royalty  on  all  copies  gatit  sold  after  this 
amount  is  earned.  The  proceeds  will  be  divided  equally  between 
you  and  oubleday's.  Of  course  I gave  the  necessary  permission, 
but  I wanted  you  to  know  about  it.  I told  Polly  yesterday. 

'owe  time  back  I wrote  you  about  a letter 
which  Dr.  Hans  Syz,  head  ofv  the  Lifwynn  Foundation  in 
Vestport,  had  written  you  at  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  Robert 
Duffus.  He  sent  along  a couple  of  pamphlets  and  a 600-page 
volume  of  selected  letters  by  Dr.  Trigant  Burrow  who 
established  the  Lifwynn  Foundation:  the  book  is  called  A SEARCH 
OR  N'3  SANITY  and  because  of  the  technical  terms  involved 
(medical  end  psychoanalytical  and  biological)  I have  found 
all  this  fairly  heavy  going. 

This  Foundation  is  working  on  a new  physiological 
technique,  based  upon  group  analysis,  to  keep  man  from  being 
so  self-destructive.  They  feel  that  somewhere  along  the  line, 
back  in  the  distant  past,  there  came  a hitch  in  the  evolutionary 
process  and  that  through  this  unfortunate,  inadvertent  mishap 
man  lost  the  instinctive  reaction  to  life  which  involved  the 
whole  of  hie  organism.  Han  is  now  at  war  with  himself,  both 


Internally  aa  an  Individual  and  externally  as  a member  of  a 
group  In  society.  This  la  due.  In  part,  they  feel,  to  biological 
causes;  the  problem  must  therefore  be  solved.  In  part,  through 
biological  means  (Just  how  I do  not  understand).  Other  agencies 
must  cooperate  and  mental  disturbances  must  be  approached  as 
a community  problem,  like,  for  example,  tuberculosis.  This  was 
not  brought  under  control  so  long  as  only  those  able  to  afford 
treatment  got  It;  it  had  to  be  handled  as  a social  problem,  and 
th  same  is  true  of  all  communicable  diseases.  Among  these  the 
Foundation  Includes  the  nervous  disorders  that  now  afflict 
mankind . 

The  members  of  the  Lifwynn  Foun'ation  through  the  use 
of  scientific  instruments  and  in  other  ways  believe  that  they 
have  discovered  "the  locus  of  self-consciousness,"  the  first 
place  where  inner  tensions  manifest  themselves,  Just  behind 
the  forehead.  In  this  connection  Dr.  Syz  sent  along  a pamphlet 
in  which  there  is  a reference  to  a letter  which  you  wrote  some 
years  ago  to  Dr.  Thomas  D.  Fliot  of  Northwestern  l niverslty  in 
which  you  apparently  agreed  with  this.  Fvelyn  has  not  been  abie 
to  find  this  letter  and  I imagine  it  was  burned  in  the  Arcan 
Ridge  fire.  Dr.  Syz  wanted  to  know  Just  what  you  had  said  and 
hoped  you  would  amplify  it,  but  I have  already  answered  his 
letter  (did  that  long  ago,  putting  him  off)  and  I think  you  need 
not  hoth-r  with  it  unless  you  happen  to  be  interested. 

He  an-t  his  colleagues  seem  to  think  (if  I un  erstand 
them  aright  and  th^y  admit  that  they  are  not  easy  to  un^erfitan 
without  personal  contact  with  their  work)  that  if  this 
biological  as  act  of  the  matter  can  be  straightened  out  to 
bring  in  the  entire  organism  there  will  be  some  hope  of  getting 
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mankind  into  a mnn# 

mood  of  cooperation  in  which  he  Uvee  b, 

8”  ln8tlnetUal*  unlt^  pattern  instead  of  b,  the 

'normal " patterns  with  which  he  has  frightened  an-  ^ ^ 

himself,  as  a matter  of  fact  j think 

, ’ 1 hlnk  you  have  already  in  a 

-igh  ©gree  Just  what  they  are  . _ 

. y are  almlnS  for  every  bo  ^y . The 

^ °f  hl9  to  you  is  as  ftllwi! 

9n^??Sd  th9  selections  from  vour^2r^  fayln?r  how  ®uch  I 

interested  in  V^,? fnCO -ragenent  to  a?fthose 

your  unremitting  vigor  and  conet  r ir  1 i w^-come  assurance  of 
human  growth.1'  onetruetive  contribution  toward 

**xxa»«  *°  ° ’ ions  from  Dr*  Burrows'  letter  and  then  I 

“ (,°ne*  1HAM  I can  hear  you  say! 

fc  rebuild  a most^ull  JSd  disfiJ!rAdh  to,vhoE  we  are  looking 
e not  to  be  leaned  upon.  The  vitniitv'Tf ‘ "he  ol’ier  generation 
Ihere  is  the  need  that  youth  awaken  t 2 boaste  of  ls  real? 
its  own  intelligence  and  not  render  1 elir  ftrnneth  and  tG 
in  response  to  the  impotence  and  dlni«5  lf  lm£ofent  and  dependent 
social  tradition."  e and  dependence  of  a superstitious 

*oo  02£al ?°Thi s 8may ashock%ou ess  t0°  external»^yexb3BB 
which  I mean  it  and  the  spirit  in  which0!1"6®11??  the  sense  in 
tie  precept  we  obey  at  the  hLof  8ay  lf-  Morality  is 

that  lies  outside  ourselves  In  tM  ° hera»  at  th®  demand 
than  immorality.  Poth  are  baaed  iij1  * “fral3-ty  is  no*  better 
integrity  of  personality  'bJi'lds  fSom^vi  the  vish‘  Real 

thought  and  self-development."  within.  It  rests  upon 

With  V\ove\LK^1Jo^Uin“P-  1‘  quickly,  right  now, 

3 j-o\e  and  my  love  to  you  and  Polly. 


Nella 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire,  Oct.  21,  1958 


Dear  Mrs.  °hea: 


Because  of  Illness  In  her  household 
along:  with  the  never-ending  pressure  of  her  work 
for  the  blind,  Miss  Helen  teller  has  asked  me  to 
reply  to  your  letter  of  Sept.  27. 

Your  ears  diJ  not  deceive  you.  Miss 
Keller  has  always  said  that  If  she  had  the  choice 
she  would  be  blind  rather  than  deaf.  She  feels 
that  deafness  Is  the  greater  affliction  because 
It  Is  so  much  more  difficult  for  the  deaf  to  be 
In  Intimate  contact  with  t e people  around  them, 
The  blind,  simply  by  listening,  gain  Insight  Into 
the  nuances  of  language,  which  the  deaf  have  to 
acquire  through  laborious  processes.  And  she  feels 
the t their  educational  techniques  are  perforce 
more  difficult  than  those  of  the  blind.  I do  not 
at  thp  moment  remember  any  place  in  her  writings 
where  she  has  expressed  herself  on  this,  but  she 
has  spoken  of  it  many  times  and  one  of  her  keenest 
regrets  to  'ay  is  that  her  work  for  the  blind  has 
kept  her  from  "olng  more  for  the  deaf  whom  she 
cherishes  equally  In  her  heart. 

Vv'lth  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Nella  Eraddy  Kenney 
At+orney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mrs.  Claude  H.  Rhea  Jr. 
4309  Seminary  Flate 
New  Orleans 
Louisiana 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
Oct.  2?,  1958 


Dear  Elsa, 


I am  sorry  you  have  had  trouble  with  the 
telephone.  I have  written  my  maid  to  call  the 
Telephone  Co.  and  have  it  looked  after.  I sent  her 
back  to  Long  Island  some  weeks  ago,  but  Keith  and 
I will  stay  through  Election  Day.  We  are  citizens  of 
New  Hampshire  instead  of  N.Y.  and  vote  here.  I wish 
we  could  cook  up  a tiny  bit  of  enthusiasm  for  at 
least  one  of  the  candidates,  but  thus  far  we  haven't 
been  able  to. 

The  situation  at  Arcan  Ridge  is  very  grim. 

I have  been  down  twice  during  the  gHmsery:  summer. 

Polly  is  definitely  better,  much  steadier  on  her 
feet,  much  clearer  in  her  mind,  but  still  not 
altogether  clear.  In  a way  her  improvement  makes 
the  general  situation  worse.  She  is  like  a trapped 
animal,  tortured,  rebellious,  resentful  and  she 
is  making  life  very  difficult  for  everyone  around  her, 
especially  Helen.  Helen  is  magnificent  (magnificent 
beyond  words)  but  the  long  strain  is  telling  on  her 
and  she  is  beginning  to  look  old.  They  have  been 
cooped  up  in  the  house  since  last  Sept.,  but  on 
the  30th  of  this  month  they  are  due  to  go  to  Atlantic 
City  for  a month,  the  nurse  with  them  of  course.  I 
doubt  if  they  will  stay  as  much  as  a week,  but  even 
a short  break  will  be  good  for  them.  I'll  go  into 
bitter  detail  when  I see  you  and  that  I hope  will  be 
soon. 


The  Garden  City  house  was  redecorated 
this  summer  and  I have  the  chore  of  straightening  it 
out,  but  I do  such  things  with  a lick  and  a promise, 
which  means  that  it  won't  be  long  before  I'll  be 
in  touch  with  you.  It  was  good  to  hear  from  you  and 
it  will  be  a comfort  to  see  you. 

With  love, 


Snowille,  New  Hampshire,  Oct.  31,  I9r^ 


Tear  Mrs,  alisbury, 

Aa  you  suggested,  I am 
sending  the  contracts  to  Elll  Gibson  ’is 
”?nlni.  I was  not  without  trepidation  »<  I 
si TO. a®  but  X hope  that  we  all  get  as  much 
satisfaction  from  the  project  8 envisioned 
as  we  did  from  the  TV  performance. 

Will  you  please  send  the 
executed  contracts  to  me  at  1“  ^ifth  gt.. 
Garden  City.  li.X.  Telephone  FI  ?-0: 19  . 
Ve’ll  be  there  before  the  end  of  next  ween. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I 
Sincerely  yours, 


■•rs.  Leah.  Salisbury 
234  "est  44  St. 

New  York 

N.Y. 


November  1,  19 S3 


Dear  i.rs.  Rlet  z : 

I £L£] 

this  little  check  in 
doesn't  in  the  least 
send  the  bills — whic 
violent  for  yon. 

b'e  a 

Sleet  ion  Day  (since  we 
Hampshire  we  vote  here 
afterwards  are  setting 
address  which  is  111  v 
N.Y.  telephone  “Ioneer 
send  yo  < anything  more 
from  what  I hope  "will  1 
vacation. 


very  hapny  to  inclose 
payment  o'  my  bill.  it. 
'?)■  t ter  to  r.  v on  'ou 
ever  way  is  os 


staying  her-  thro'-gh 
are  citizens  of  New 
but  immediately 
out  for  our  winter 
fth  St.,  Garden  City, 
7-0193.  I may  not 
uni  11  after  you  return 
e a very  pi  asent 


Sincerely  yours, 


rs . William  Rietz 
1703  Sheepshead  Bay  -oad 
Brooklyn  35 
Kew  York 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City, 
Nov.  7,  1958 


\ Y 


Dear  Miss  Simon: 


The  two  copies  of  the 
executed  contract  for  TH“  MIR;'  CLE  WORKER 
were  waiting  for  me  when  I reached  Garden 
City  yesterday.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Miss  Feggy  Simon 
Leah  Salisbury  Inc. 
234  West  44  St. 

New  York  36 
New  York 


HI  Fifth  St., 
Nov.  7,  1958 


Garden  city,  n.y. 


Dear  Isabel, 

»d 

direct  contact  with  Pollv  and  + Z 

S?tu-aS  S?  8lck  7 »b0S?rS l So?e3e  1 

'-loe  Juri4  t 

lsed0°bwSl)"rsha??6Broiabf 1SnUC  Cl*y  '"^ch 

for  at  least  ‘5&™  d°"n 

+akes  life  m,,ch  harder  for  her  and 

ISSfiSSSs'* 

^o7lea?nln?8tf iy,dPiUfUlly>  8he  conc^trates 

wall  !!!  M 8 t0  r0ad  again.  She  sees  prettv 

up  from  the  rema+rfably  Wel1  (she  kicked 
we  call  k m l*ny  hairpin,  the  kind 

, , a,  invisible  the  last  time  I was  tharol 

trouble  in^^k^8  b*en  dama5e<3  and  she  has  ^ 
sees  ind  ?t«  ^ n^COnneCtl°n  between  what  she 

traced  out  ?hIeaS8,  When  1 waa  wlth  her  she 
and  SDelled^t  WOrdv^  ln  a newspaper  headline 
? if  d U out  h~e-n>  I told  her  that  was 

until a"f  f?e  ?ent  back  and  back  and  hack 

writes  it  dnwr,3’1  * iAv tSr  Sb<?  get  s a word  she 

V d0wn  and  her  writing  is  much  better 

-aide  +h  The  other  day  she  told  Mrs. 

ouJ  the  wlrd  d?a  I'a?en  ber  15  ffiinutes  to  make 
out  the  word  discriminate 


The  bitter  time  Is  coming  when  "oily  Is  going 
to  have  to  accept  the  fact  that  she  has 
suffered  an  irreparable  injury.  Y.’e  have  all 
known  that  for  a long  time,  but  Folly  is 
far,  far  from  acknowledging  it.  She  deeply 
resents  having  anyone  else  in  the  house  with 
her  and  Helen,  but  they  will  have  to  ha  e 
some  one  else  with  them  the  rest  of  their 
lives.  She  cannot  do  the  things  for  Helen  that 
she  used  to  do,  but  the  worst  of  it  is  that 
she  doesn't  want  anyone  else  to  do  them  either, 
the  nurse  has  to  give  applications  to  Helen  for 
a kind  of  weeping  eczema  trhich  has  bothered  her 
now  for  some  years  and  becomes  worse  when  she 
i 8 under  strain.  Polly  doesn't  even  like  the 
nurse  to  do  this  and  Helen  is  cruelly  cut  off 
from  personal  contact  with  other  people.  V.'e 
don't  any  of  us  know  what  to  do,  but  before  long 
there  will  be  a meeting  of  Helen's  trustees  and 
we  shall  try  to  figure  out  something.  Helen  is 
completely  loyal  and  loving  to  Folly  and  I think 
I need  not  add  that  we  who  are  concerned  with 
them  have  Folly's  interests  in  mind  as  much  as 
we  have  Helen's.  In  fact  during  the  last  year 
our  interests  have  been  more  concentrated  upon 
Folly  than  upon  Helen. 

Mr.  Migel,  Helen's  senior  trustee,  died  a few 
weeks  ago  at  the  age  of  91  and  a new  one  will 
be  brought  in,  just  who  will  be  determined  w>en 
we  have  a meeting,  '"oily  wants  to  leave  the 
Arcan  Ridge  house  which  she  has  always  loved  so 
much  and  go  into  a smaller  one.  This  is  in  part 
because  she  wants  to  be  where  there  is  not  room 
for  anyone  else  but  her  and  Helen.  Again  we  simply 
don't  know  what  to  do.  It  is  not  possible  now 
to  reason  with  Polly.  Yet  there  are  times  over 
the  telephone  (as  you  have  learned)  when  she 
seems  quite  her  old  self.  But.  there  is  no 


denying  that  her  prevailing  mood  Is  one  of 
black  depression  and  rebellion. 

It  Is  with  a sad  heart  that  I am  writing  this 
but  I feel  that  you  and  Bert  ought  to  know,  eve 
though  it  increases  your  sorrow.  There  is 
nothing  you  can  do  and  no  faint  intimation  of 
what  I have  said  must  ever  come  back  to  Polly 
She  is  very  suspicious  and  I think  that  given* 
the  slightest  chance  she  would  even  be 
suspicious  of  Bert  and  me.  I grieve  over  the 
two  of  them  all  the  time  and  pray  that  a way 
of  greater  happiness  for  them  will  open  up 
before  us. 


Aff  ectionately , 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Nov.  7,  1958 


hear  Ken, 


Very  nice  that  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE 
is  going  Into  the  International  Collectors 
Library.  Mr.  Barker  had  written  me  about  It 
and  I have  told  Helen.  Also  it  Is  good  news 
that  "Happiness"  from  TH'?  OFEN  ~ 00R  Is  to  be 
in  This  Week. 

The  girls  are  now  in  the  Dennis 
Hotel  in  Atlantic  City  wi+h  the  nurse.  If 
they  stay  much  longer  (which  is  doubtful)  I 
shall  probably  run  down  to  see  them.  I hope 
to  see  you  some  time  during  the  winter  and  I 
don't  want  to  lose  track  of  Barbara  Ellis  now 
that  she  is  married. 

All  good  wishes  always, 


Mr.  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 
575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 
N.Y. 


Ill  rifth  St.,  Garden  Cltv.  N Y 
Nov.  11,  1958  y’ 


rear  Lenore, 


X meant  to  write  vou  when  t oont 
back  the  book  on  Alaska,  but  i was  In  the 

Keith  an^T  £f+£l0Sing  Up  ln  New  Hampshire. 
ei th  and  I both  enjoyed  reading  it. 

r K , Helen  and  Volly  and  the  nurse  Mrs 

Corbely  are  now  at  the  Dennis  Hotel  in 
A iantic  City  and  presumably  will  be  there 
or  another  couple  of  weeks,  though  Folly  is 

the  lea8h*  She  wants  to  leave  the 
h°U<Se  and  m0V®  int0  a smaller  one 
h?re  there  is  no  room  for  servants.  She  is 

lng. t0  tnoreasingiy  difficult  I am  afraid. 
Mr.  Migel  died  on  Oct.  23—91  years  old.  Amelia 

been ^f?hP£?£‘y  “f11  broken  up  abo,Jt  It.  had 

Vj-  - Him  so  long  and  was  very  fond  of  him 

tf+K0ng.f8  she  is  on  deck  this  will  make  very 
little  difference  in  Helen  and  Polly's  affairs 
I hope  we  can  have  a meeting  of  the  trustees 
soon— we  need  to  and  somebody  i think  is  poinc 
to  have  to  say  some  plain  words  to  ?ollv  ~i 
wish  we  knew  what  to  do. 

Our  best  regards  to  Sidney. 

Affectionately , 


Ill  "ifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Nov.  11,  1958 


Dear  Kiss  McCann: 


Since  Miss  Helen  Keller  Is  away 
from  Home  I am  answering  your  letter  of  Oct.  28. 

In  reply  to  your  questions:  1) 
Ms-  Keller's  eyes  have  been  repeatedly  exan.lned 
by  many  of  the  finest  ophthalmologists  In  the 
world--there  has  never  been  any  hope  that  her 
sight  might  be  restored.  2)  No,  she  has  never  been 
to  one  of  the  religious  shrines  for  curative 
purposes.  3)  She  has  appeared  once  or  twice 
briefly  on  television  and  the  fine  documentary 
film  of  her  life  produced  by  Miss  Nancy  Hamilton 
has  been  shown  there  as  well  as  In  many  other 
places . 


I am  Inclosing  a small 
photograph  of  her  for  your  bulletin  board. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 

Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Nella  Eraddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Miss  Mave  McCann 
1038  Applegate  Ave. 
Elizabeth 
New  Jersey 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City, 
November  11,  1958 


New  York 


Dear  Mrs.  Hill: 


f . • ince  Mlsa  i'  eller  is  away  from  home 

WS  f’  rur  letter  to  asking  for  her 
re-Tv  1«borSClPe  bas  been  turned  over  to  me  for 
rei- ly . She  does  not,  In  fact,  have  a favorite 

trSptPsv-and  preasure  °"  har’  schedule  is  such 

write  i?  down  f b*  fSle  t0  take  time  out  to 
write  it  down  for  you  if  she  did.  I am  very  sorry 


Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Penney 
Attorney  for  Helen  teller 


Mrs.  Benton  F.  Hill 
Sec.  Houston  Chapter 

fviii°-alT,CynStlc  ’7ibrosls  Research  Foundation 
1744  S.  Boulevard 

Houston  6 

Texas 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Nov.  13i  1958 


Pear  Mr.  Parley: 


I am  very  glad  to  know  thr  t you  are  making 
a study  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy. 

My  primary  source  of  Information  for  my 
book  about  her  was  Mr3.  Macy  herself  with  whom  I was 
Intimately  associated  during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years 
of  her  life.  Next  to  her  Miss  Helen  Keller  of  course  and 
their  secrets  ry -companion  Kiss  Folly  rhomson  with  both  of 
whom  my  friendship  has  continued  to  this  day.  I either  saw 
in  person  or  had  correspondence  with  Miss  Keller's  family, 
Mrs.  Hacy's  relatives  around  Springfield  and  with  many  of 
her  friends  and  associates,  host  of  these  are  now  dead.  I 
visited  the  Perkins  Institute,  the  "ewksbury  Asylum,  the 
volta  Bureau  and  did  some  work  at  the  AFB.  "he  best  recent 
source  Is  Miss  Keller's  ""aacher"  published  by  Doubleday 
P Co.  in  1955.  You  might  also  find  "Helen  Keller's  Journal" 
useful.  It  was  written  Immediately  after  Mrs.  Macy ' s death 
and  published  by  vOUToieaay's  In  1938. 

Mrs.  Macy  was  always  reticent  about  herself 
and  there  Is  a great  paucity  of  material  about,  her.  If  you 
have  any  specific  questions  to  ask  I shall  be  glad  to  answer 
them  If  I can. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  I alia  Freddy  i-enney 
Attorney  'or  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  Randall  K2  Harley  Jr. 
1209-17 th  Ave.  South. 
Nashville  12 
T enness^e 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Nov.  15,  1958 


Dear  Evelyn, 


As  I told  you  I don' t intend  to 
load  up  our  meager  transcribing  staff  with 
anything  that  seems  to  me  not  urgent,  but 
this  letter  which  I im  inclosing  seems  to  me 
to  fall  into  that  category.  I should  like 
Helen  to  get  it  as  soon  as  possible  and  it 
would  be  fine  if  the  AFB  could  take  care  of 
it. 


Keith  and  I will  be  at  the  Kay- 
Adams  in  Washington  on  the  18th,  19th,  & 20th, 
back  here  on  the  21st,  and  I'd  like  to  be 
able  to  answer  the  letters  from  Mr.  Myers  and 
Mr.  Kratzert  then. 

I am  very  anxious  to  hear  the 
reports  from  you  and  from  Nancy  and  Kit — and 
I'll  get  yours  before  I leave.  I really  think 
that  ^ancy  may  have  found  a way  to  fix  us  up 
on  the  transcribing. 


Affectionately , 


Garden  City,  Nov.  If,  9C8 


Darling  Helen, 


■Lvelyn  has  sent  me  two  letters,  each  asking 
you  to  write  an  article.  One,  from  Mr.  Alfred  ratzart, 
editor  of  o I . M Y,  has  been  transcribed  for  you. 

Ihe  otter,  from  Mr.  Gerry  Cleveland  Myers,  editor  of  IGHLIGHTS 
T OR  C1  XL  • "N.  is  a request  for  an  article  of  no’  more  than 
65O  words  telling  how  it  feels  to  be  blind  or  deaf  or  both  and 
written  so  3luiply  that  a child  of  three  could  unde  stand  it'. 

I feel  sure  t at  you  rill  hav  no  inclination  to  write  either 
of  these  articles,  but  I always  like  to  sand  a.  constructive 
reply  whenever  it  is  possible.  I think  Mr.  : ratzert  might 
find  a pas  a;e  from  "Mi  stream"  to  suit  his  purpose,  the 
one  beginning  " eople  sometimes  express  surprise  thst  I enjoy 
the  out-of-doors.  But  God  has  nut  much  of  in  r ised 

print " U, rough  lie  sounds  I hear*  yet  my  way  is  still." 

For  Mr.  Myers  I should  like  to  suggest  the  passage  in  "The 
Story  of  My  Life"  in  v lch  you  describe  how  you  came  to  know  the 
meaning  of  love.  If  these  two  suggestions  meet  with  your 
a proval  will  you  please  tell  oily  or  Mrs.  torbely  to  tell 
Evelyn  to  tell  me  (or  Polly  could  tell  me  direct)  to  go  ahead. 

A short  time  before  we  left  Mew  Hampshire  I 
wrote  you  a long  .Letter  about  the  details  of  the  contract  on 
• stage  pre  ent&tlon  of  Tl  MIRACLE  WORKER.  Mrs.  Rletz 
transcribed  it  and  then  it  was  lost  in  the  mail*.  Y u an  - I 
both  know  so  little  about  contracts  that  we  have  to  depend 
ucon  others  for  advice  and  in  this  case  we  had  hen.  "e  read  it 
carefully  and  approved  it  and  signed  and  then  I signed.  I'll 
talk  more  with  you  and  Tolly  when  I see  you. 

’ e hope  soon  to  break  the  log-jam. on  getting 
braille  material  to  you.  Prs.  Rietz  simply  hasn't  time  to 
handle  it  all.  e have  been  surprised  at  how  very  difficult 
it  has  been  to  find  a substitute  for  hiss  Loges.  I rave  a 
lead  in  Mew  Rochelle,  but  we  would  much  rattier  have  some  one  in 
New  York  City.  I asked  Lancy  to  seo  wh  t one  could  do  and  she 
immediately  go’  in  touch  with  the  ' raille  i usic  Institute  to 
whlc'  s e has  con  ribut ed  ror  many  years.  Nancy  is,  a ong  other 
things,  a song  writer,  as  you  know,  ihe  nice  man  there  said  be 
thought  he  could  find  some  one  this  week.  I am  going  to 
ashing  ton  with  Keith  on  Tuesday  and  hope  to  Lave  some  one  lined 
up  before  we  leave,  he'll  b bsck  on  Fri  ay,  meantime  sney 
will  be  back  in  Lew  York,  and  I feel  reasonably  sure  that  before 
the  end  of  the  week  we'll  have  some  one  on  dock. 

You  and  lolly  will  be  happy  to  know  that  a 
young  graduate  student  at  Peabody  College  in  Nashville, 
nnnessee,  is  doing  a research  paper  on  eacher.  e wrote  me 
as  lng  about  sources  of  material,  eacher  la  not  forgotten,  nor 
will  she  ever  be. 


I hope  you  and  Tolly  and  Mrs.  v orb  ly  will  stay 
in  Atlantic  City  as  long  as  you  find  it  beneficial.  I might  even 


hop  Town  to  see  you  V ere  myself, 
but  the  reason  I would  come  would 
to  be  away  from  you  any  longer. 


It  must  oe  a fabulous  place, 
be  that  I Imply  can't  bear 


y io’  e an  my  lo’  e and  my  love  to  you  both  alway 


hella 


nrden  (i’y,  ov . if,  9r8 


arling  Helen, 


velyn  has  sent  oe  two  liters,  each  making 
to  writ  p an  artlcLe.  One,  from  Mr*  Alfred  Y retzert , 

Mltor  of  V I ORAL  s . Y,  has  been  transcribed  far  y"  • 

o’tar,  from  I r.  :<rry  . evelnnd  l.yers,  editor  of  IGKI.1GHT8 
’ i;  li  N,  1 9 h request  for  an  article  of  not  more  than 
■'jrQ  words  t«l:lng  bom  11  feels  to  ba  blind  or  deaf  or  both  and 
vrltten  so  simply  that  a child  »1  res  c nds- stand  it*. 

I foal  aura  t at  you  will  a v no  inclination  to  write  eitv-ar 
o"  these  art  idea,  but  I a ways  like  to  send  a constructive 
reply  whenever  it  is  possible.  I think  r.  r;  T rt  5 ht 
find  a pas  age  from  "Ml  a*r«em"  to  suit  his  j srrose,  the 
on n fceKinning  " eor-in  sometimes  ojrpreBB  surprise  ‘h  t I enjoy 
the  out-of-doors . But  o’  haa  rut  much  of  b&l  work  in  r l<ed 

print " through  "These  sounds  1 ic  r,  yet  my  way  le  still. " 

or  Mr.  Kysrs  1 should  like  to  suggest  the  passage  in  "The 
itory  o'  y life"  in  w lch  you  describe  how  you  came  to  know  t e 
meaning  of" love.  If  thene  tvo  suggestions  meet  with  your 
a rovnl  will  • ou  picas#  trll  oily  or  rs.  Cerb'ily  ' o tell 
Evelyn  to  tell  me  (or  oily  9 tell  me  direct)  to  go  stead. 

A b:  ort  titer  before  w©  eft  ©v  c:; ; *=hire  I 
wrote  you  a long  et' er  about  t © details  o'  t © contract  on 
the  stager-  ontation  of  I ' . rr. 

tr  nacrlbed  1'  and  then  it  was  lost  in  * he  mall  l u an  I 
both  nov  so  li»  tie  ©bout  contracts  that  w©  have  to  depend 
u on  otl  ©rs  fo»  advice  ant  in  thi©  case  we  had  -?n.  e read  it 

carefully  aod  a proved  it  and  ©igned  and  t en  I si  n©d.  I 11 

to j.k  oro  with  you  and  -oily  when  1 see  you. 

••e  o;e  soon  to  bn  ak  t © log-Jae.  on  getting 
brellle  taaterlai  ‘o  you.  ira.  'let.z  sir  ly  hasn’t  time  to 
h and  e it  all.  V#  have  been  surfrised  at  how  verj  difficult 
it  haa  been  to  find  a substitute  for  iee  ogee.  1 rave  a 
lead  in  New  Sochslle,  but  we  would  much  rut  ar  five  some  on©  in 
New  York  City.  I asked  i*ancy  to  see  wh  t n e could  do  and  ehe 
irar r>diately  go1  in  touch  with  the  ' raille  uaic  Institute  to 

v 1.  s e has  con  rlbu- ed  for  many  yearn.  ’ ar.cy  is,  a ong  oth»r 

logs , s song  writer,  ms  you  .now.  r.l  r-  cre  said  he 

thought  he  could  find  some  one  thi*  week.  I am  going  to 
Washington  with  ..elth  on  Tuesday  an1  ho  a to  lave  some  one  tinad 
up  before  we  leave.  Vo'll  be  back  on  r rl  ay,  T^lms  Nancy 
will  be  back  in  fcew  York,  and  I feel  reosonsb  y a ire  ’bat  before 
i e end  of  t © week  we' 11  have  eome  one  on  deck. 

You  and  oily  will  be  harpy  to  know  that  a 
young  graduate  student  at  eabody  College  in  N*.eb*ili*, 
ennessee,  in  'oiog  a research  taper  on  eact  er.  e wrote  •• 
asking  about  sources  of  matorlal.  ‘Tescbsr  is  no ' forgotten,  nor 
will  s -e  ever  be. 

t tope  you  end  oily  and  i'.ra.  corbi  ly  will  s ay 
in  Atlantic  City  as  long  ae  you  find  it  beneficial.  I ^ight  even 


hor  -own  to  see  you  t-  ore  myself . 
but  the  reason  I vo  il^  come  wool 
to  bo  Rway  from  you  any  longer. 


It  must  bo  a fabulous  place, 
bo  t!  at  I Imply  can't  bear 


y 10'  o an  my  lo  e an^  rcy  love  to  you  both  aiway 


•«lla 


l'l  Kith  rt. , Garden  City,  New  Yo rk 
November  22,  19 58 


Dear  Mr.  Kratzert: 


Mss  Helen  Heller  Has  sent 
ice  your  recent  letter  concerning  an  article  bv 
her  for  7" JCATION  SUMMARY.  Because  of  the  grave 
Illness  of  her  companion  Miss  Jolly  Thomson, 
y.iss  Keller  hss  for  the  moment  given  up  all 
outside  activities  to  devote  herself  to  iilss 
Thomson’s  recovery.  I am  happy  to  tell  you  that 
she  la  getting  results.  Miss  Thomson  Is  much 
better,  but  Miss  Keller  still  feels  that  she 
must  not  take  time  out  to  write  the  article  for 
you . 


It  occurred  to  me  that  you 
might  fin1  something  tQ  your  purpose  In  Chapter 
'TIII  vl  Go  Adventuring)  In  her  book  MIDSTREAM. 

I refer  specifically  to  the  pas  age  beginning 
on  page  311  "people  sometimes  express  surprise 
that  I enjoy  the  out-of-doors...."  and  contin- 
uing to  the  end  of  the  chapter  on  the  next 
page.  You  would  of  course  have  to  get  permission 
from  her  publishers  Doubleday  & Co.  C7E  Madison 
Ave.,  New  York  22,  N.Y. 

With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Hr.  Alfred  Kratzert,  Editor 
EDUCATION  SUMMARY 
100  Garfield  Ave. 

New  London,  Connecticut 


♦r  **V, 


r •.  -..T^  — 
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Garden  City,  Dec.  2,  19 58 


-v  o ^ v \ c A 


Darling  Helen, 

It  la  wonderful  that  you  and  Polly  are  back  at 
the  home  base,  It  means  among  other  things  that  It  will  not 
be  long  before  I see  you.  Polly's  voice  alone  has  been  enough 
to  tell  me  that  you  have  both  been  refreshed  by  your  sojourn 
in  Atlantic  City.  There  Is  a special  kind  of  freedom  In  laying 
aside  the  cares  of  one's  own  household  and  now  that  you  are  back 
in  the  midst  of  them  I hope  you  will  not  let  them  worry  you  too 
much.  That  I3  the  worst  thing  for  Polly. 

Before  long  Amelia  is  going  to  arrange  a meeting 
of  the  trustees  and  the  advisory  committee.  Meantime  I wish  you 
and  -oily  would  give  much  thought  th  this.  I think  it  might 
be  a good  idea  for  you  to  write  down  what  changes  you  would 
like,  if  any,  and  send  them  to  me.  I can  assure  you  that  insofar 
as  they  can  he  met  yours  and  Polly's  wishes  will  be  met. 

Nancy's  illness  was  a shock  to  us  all.  When 
Faulette  first  told  me  about  a week  ago  I didn't  take  it  too 
seriously— I sometimes  have  trouble  with  Paulette's  French 
accent,  especially  over  the  telephone— but  yesterday  when  I 
talked  with  Nancy  I could  see  that  it  was  a near  thing.  She  had 
been  having  severe  pains  for  about  ten  days  or  so  and  the  doctors 
said  they  would  call  it  appendicitis,  except  that  she  didn't 
have  an  appendix — It  was  taken  out  years  ago.  The  final 
Intolerable  paroxysm  came  fortunately  while  she  was  at  Kit's  and 
Kit  at  once  called  the  doctor  (whose  name  I can't  remember)  who 
is  head  of  t resbyterian  Hospital;  fortunately  he  is  a neaf2" neighbor 
up  there  at  Sneden' s Landing.  An  ambulance  was  called,  Nancy  was 
rushed  to  the  hospital  and  opened  up  for  an  exploratory  examination. 


v % - 


It  was  discovered  that  the  original  appendix  operation  was  botched 
and  the  stub  of  the  appendix  that  was  left  had  become  gangrenous 
and  peritonitis  had  set  in'.  She  was  very  cheerful  yesterday,  but 
she  has  a drain  in  her  side  which  will  have  to  sa  stay  there  for 
about  three  more  weeks.  She  hopes  to  leave  the  hospital  later  this 
week  and  will  go  to  Sneden' s Landing  to  recuperate.  Thank  God,  the 
danger  is  over.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  steps  have  been  dogged 
by  sadness  and  misfortune  ever  since  last  September--I  mean 
Sept,  a year  ago.  So  many  deaths,  so  many  illnesses  in  our  little 
circle.  And  now  Evelyn  tells  me  that  Marvelle's  recovery  from  her 
eye  operation  is  not  going  forward  very  well.  I am  awfully  sorry, 
she  has  been  on  a rough  road  for  several  years. 

This  morning  I am  sending  Mrs.  Rietz  an  article  from 
Scientific  American  called  Innovation  in  Biology.  Keith  and  I 
thought  it  very  fine.  With  it  goes  also  a snippet  on  Antarctic 
Antibiotic  which  rather  startled  me.  I have  other  articles  ready ^ 
to  go,  but  I'll  wait  on  them  until  after  I have  talked  with  you. 
Soon  may  that  be! 

Meantime,  as  always  and  always,  my  love, 

Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St., 
Dec.  3,  1958 


Garden  City,  Hew  york 


Dear  JSIe3.son, 


about  jell,  lh\%i  5M 

fo^it'  makPsVhUt  in  a way  thla  makes 
i or  11  makes  her  more  aware  of  it 

?e  *n  S u1!®  «00d  condition,  but 

right !-fS  ?i0?er:ane?t J darna8e  to  Her  br 

interpret  f?  3v, Misl0D  is  excellent— but 
interpret  it  when  it  comes  to  somethin* 


to  send  you 
‘.'he  is  much  better 
fr  situation  worse 
.-hysically  she  seems  to 
Ihere  has  been  serious,  and 
her  brain.  She  can  see  all 
her  mind  cannot 
ike  reading,  even 


reading  the  headlines  in  the  newsnarera  ~t even 

‘ she  t«tPR  u r **.It  is  heartbreaking 

~ 4 ifis,  ana  oh,  bow  she  t-p  . .xti  ^ 


ago:  that  iron  will 


^ t “-““r  - If  „lu 

is  lStaci  ®^d  ,have  been  done  ™°nths 
She  (understandably ) ma£es  u'v“y  harYS  f°r  her  and 

aay.  Helen  has 


nurse  and  that 

night  and  day dSeiei‘ha;^emlSeS”tainSh,’eJ.vn?  a‘elen  alwa>'i  • 
in  other  words,  Helen  hss  hAPn  , staunch,  devoted,  and  loving; 
is.  * en  has  been  her  incomparable  self— and  still 


meeting  of  Helen^smtrusteeSC8nd 1 sSh7  and  Soon  ther0  will  be  a 
cu ssion  as  to  what  cS  bl  J80ry  COffiffilttee  for  a dis- 

stroke  two  of  the  trustees  have  died- ^ ?0lly’8 

hfneTp^aient-of1^1’/4  A 42'<*V  to  "an  e^o'yaA 

su cceed ed 'to ^Mr? ‘zlegler  fnd'ba'?"  I' 5¥“1atlon  «>•  BUnd^as 

to  take  Mr.  Migel’s  olare  . « ??  eome  one  tU1  be  chosen 

least  the  iomlbri  of  taowine  t^t  Sad‘  bu<  »e  have  at 

and  the  hlghes^^  A^^Ag^^lo'8  «“*  — * 

»t1r4* 

else  until  this  is  done.  I am  glad  vou  have  o-Ph  , f1no  6 
their SC  And  it  ^cbir0s"1'11  remember  it  if  I need  some  of 
the  East  next  j,™*'?  ??0d  nev,s  that  J'ou  srB  H^aly  to  be  In 
yesterday,  "poke  of  you  SlJcUonAnd 

hSpeW?o  feeeyou'39lf  a“ln  bhth"  time 'you  gat  herelke  ai T 

and  for  the  yA  AAAAASAh^Y™  ""  h°U^ 


Ever  sincerely  yours, 


Ill  Fifth  3t . , Garden  City,  N.Y. 
December  3,  1953 


Dear  Rebecca  (and  wasn't  It  part  of  the 
bargain  that  you  were  to  call  me  Hella?), 

I had  meant  to  wait  until  my  husband  had  time 
to  go  to  his  darkroom  to  make  larger  prints 
of  Helen's  pictures,  but  he  has  been  so  busy 
since  our  return  from  New  Hampshire  that  It 
will  si  ill  be  quite  a while  before  he  can  get 
to  the  basement.  Meanwhile  I am  inclosing  two 
of  the  little  snapshots.  Please  be  discreet 
with  them.  Polly  is  by  no  means  reconciled  to 
Helen's  being  without  the  transformat ion  and  I 
think  she  would  not  like  It  if  she  knew  you  hac 
the  pictures.  And  don't  mention  them  in  your 
letters  to  Helen — she  might  tell  'oily  and 
we  don't  want  to  upset  the  poor  dear  girl 
when  we  can  help  it. 

Helen's  hair  has  been  cut  short  since  last 
December  when  these  were  made.  It  is  quite 
lovely  now,  but  I miss  the  darling  little 
topknot.  I haven't  any  pictures  of  the  new 
hair  arrangement. 

They  returned  from  Atlantic  City  day  before 
yesterday  and  they  were  both  refreshed  by 
the  month  they  spent  there  away  from  the 
cares  of  running  a household.  Polly  does 
improve,  but  her  progress  is  so  slow  that 
she  gets  terribly  discouraged.  Her  will 
power,  which  is  as  si rong  as  it  ever  was,  is 


in  her  favor  and  Helen  is  a stronghold. 
Helen  has  never  lost  faith  in  Polly's 
ultimate  return  to  normal  and  she  is  very 
tender  and  devoted,  but  I don't  think  any- 
one, doctors  included,  can  say  just  what 
the  final  outcome  will  be. 

Let  me  take  this  opportunity  to  wish 
you  happiness  during  the  holidays  and  all 
through  the  year  that  is  to  follow  them. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  6,  1958 


Dear  Mrs.  Ashdown: 


Miss  Helen  Keller  has  asked 
me  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  Nov.  19.  I 
am  sorry  that  I cannot  encourage  you  to  hope 
that  at  any  time  soon  she  will  be  able  to 
write  a message  to  the  members  of  the 
Soroptimiat  Federation  of  the  Americas,  but 
her  personal  situation  is  complicated  by  the 
Illness  of  her  companion  and  by  the  heaped 
up  pressure  of  her  v.'ork  for  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  American 
Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind.  You  might 
find  something  that  would  suit  your  purpose 
in  a little  book  of  her  philosophy,  "The 
Open  Door"  which  was  brought  out  in  1957  hy 
Doubleday  and  Co.  Reprint  permission  would  of 
course  have  to  be  obtained  from  the  publisher 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mrs.  Greta  Ashdown 
The  American  Soropt imist 
975  South  Vest  Temple 
Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  9,  1953 


Dear  Kiss  Halliburton: 


Miss  Helen  Keller  was 

very  touched  by  your  letter  showing  the  great 
courage  with  which  you  have  met  your  handicap. 
She  regrets  that  she  is  not  in  a position  to 
help  you  find  a publisher  for  your  book,  but 
her  acquaintance  in  this  field  is  slight  and 
she  has  no  way  to  go  about  it. 

She  sends  you  her  warmest 
good  wishes  and  I loin  mine  to  hers. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Fenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Kiss  Josephine  Halliburton 
A 21  Epperson 

Moberly,  Mo. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  9,  19  58 


Dear  Kiss  Savet: 


Kiss  Helen  Keller  has  asked 
me  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  Nov.  17.  Because 
of  the  illn-as  of  her  companion  she  Is  unable 
to  take  time  out  to  write  the  definition  of 
success  for  you,  but  I think  you  may  find  what 
you  want  in  a little  book  of  hers  called 
"The  Open  Door"  which  was  published  in  1957. 
Try  the  selection  on  page  67  and  I think  you 
will  find  other  selections  that  will  interest 
you . 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mias  Ellen  Savet 
20  Nottingham  St. 
Newton  59 
Mas  8 . 


Ill  Mfth  St..,  Garden  Cltv,  flew  Yor't 
Dec.  9,  19 53 


Dear  Isabel  and  Bert, 

!he  re;  son  I cabled  you  Sunday  was  that 
both  the  press  and  the  broadcasting  companies  over  here  were 
carrying  a story  'hat  oily  had  had  a heart  attack  and 
was  In  th - Bridgeport  Hospital  In  critical  condition  and  I 
was  afraid  that  the  story  wo  1 d reach  you  in  Scotian'.  What 
happened  was  tha*  oily  bed  convulsions  v ile  she  was  a. t the 
hair  dresser's  on  3aturday  morning.  'Iheac  come  from  the 
hardening  of  the  arteries,  she  has  > d them  before,  - nd  I 
am  sorry  to  say  is  .likely  to  have  them  every  now  and  t en 
as  long  as  she  lives.  No  permanent  damage  is  done.  Folly 
was  taken  to  t.  o hospital  and  the  doctor  will  keep  her  there 
n day  or-  two  Longer  as  a •-••••oca  * • ionary  measure.  She  was  very 
cheerfjl  when  I talked  with  her  yesterday.  Helen  is  at  home, 
well  taken  care  of  (I  went  up  to  see  her  yesterday  morning)  and 
entirely  hopeful  about  oily,  "lease  don’t  e^er  let  mcon- 
f innod  press  re1,  or ts  bother  you.  :est  assured  that  we  shell 
cable  you  at  once  in  the  event  of  a crisis. 

ancy  _ ar.il ton  has  not  been  well  for 
some  time  and  is  now  in  a hospital  in  New  York  recovering 
from  peritonitis,  the  r- suit  gangrene  In  the  stub  of 

her  appendix — the  appendix  having  been  taken  out  years  ago 
in  an  unskilful  operation.  3he  had  a (lose  ceil,  bu  seems 
now  to  be  wholly  out  of  danger  m1  expects  to  go  uf  to 
is-  Cornell' 8 in  a day  or  two  to  convalesce.  She  ad 
intended  to  write  to  you  as  soon  as  she  returned  to  the 
Tnited  States,  but  hasn’t,  got  at  it.  She  asked  re  to 
explain  and  she  had  already  told  roe  how  much  she  fell  in 
love  wit>  all  of  you.  ooner  or  1 4sr  you  will  r.ave  irect 
word  from  her,  but  It  may  be  some  weeks  yet. 

He  had  our  first  snowfall  Lest  night. 

It  is  very  beautiful,  the  soft  clinging  kind , but  t'-.? 
sun  Is  out  and  1 t ink  it  vdll  not  last  long.  I rope  hot. 

Good  weather  that  t ey  .an  get  out  in  Is  good  for  our 
girls  and  I hope  they  have  it. 

ery  likely  you  will  hear  from  folly 
herself  before  long  ir  you  ’or.'  t hoar  from  me  you 
can  take  for  granted  that  all  is  well. 

Affectionate  greetings  /'or  the 
holidays  end  the  coming  year. 


} 


ill  F ifth  M . , 
"ec.  ■ , 1 9 r 3 


Garden  City,  N.y. 


■Peer  Elizabeth, 


I had  written  you  a Christmas  noi  e and  hnd 
It  reedy  to  mil,  bn*  this  was  before  "oily  had  e r-et- 
bach  on  Saturday  ‘ c.  6,  It  was  unfortunately  reported 
In  t-  - new s reapers  and  over  the  broadcasting  networks  as 
a heart  attack  and  nines  the  Item  ray  have  been  picked 
in  Sootland  I want  to  correct  it  . it  wae  not  l ••  rf 
attack,  bu‘  a kin!  of  convulsion  vnich  Is  a result  of  the 
hardening  of  tv  o arteri-s.  5h  ■ has  had  several  ouch  attacks 
since  t a stroke  and  is  likely  to  have  thorn  from  time  to  time 
as  long  s she  lives.  No  permanent  barm  Is  ^one,  "oil} 
came  out  of  it  very  quickly  an’  was  cheerful  as  you  please 
■ in  I talked  to  r ye  irday , though  i xlous  tc  i 
home,  'the  doctor  wilt  keep  her  In  hosrit  1 r0P  rj«y  or  two 
more,  Juc4  to  uake  certain  th-  t ail  Is  as  well  as  i'  seems. 
She  end  reien  hr’  returned  earlier  In  the  week  from 
Atlantic  City  and  both  hnd  foun-  the  month  at  he  seaside 
refreshing;  it  gave  oily  strength  to  meet  this  new  a* tack 
and  I elan  Is  sore  that.  3>.e  is  not  losing  all  t'-.-j  benefits  of 
the  holiday,  ha ten  is  constantly  loving  and  tender  and  deeply 
s-re  that  In  time  "oily  will  be  her  old  self  again,  or  .evrly 
so.  I myself  think  oily  may  improve  somewhat,  but  I trink 
ve  must  all  be  prepared  for  anything.  Helen  of  course  can 
face  vr  at  ever  s .o  : f s fo.  5he  looks  ol'er,  but  she  re~  nins 
serene  and  bury  and  remarkably  competent  as  ui  dross  of 
her  household. 


• nn  ' ll.,  be  .'It!  s for  the  ho  11  da-s  as 
sual , In  f^>ct  Christmas  wouldn't  be  Christmas  without 
her.  This  moaning  »re  crone  to  me  from  vou  a bo*  of 
shortbread  (goody,  goody'.).  I haven't  opened  it  and 
a an't  intll  after  Ann  rets  here.  But,  Elizabeth,  you 
really  shouldn't  do  such  things — it  la  so  much  trouble 
for  you  and  It  is  enough  for  me  to  have  word  from  you, 
to  know  that  you  a*"e  still  there  and  t.h'.t.  you  are  well. 
1 ; oj  1 t © ast  year  has  been  hind  4 o you  and 

Andrew  and  that  Zi~  v.  1 1 be  satisfactory  in  every  wy. 

' hie  goes  with  my  lovft  and  every  wish 
for  happy  ho  ldoy3  nt'tp.e  ’’Pins-- 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
December  10,  1953 


Dear  Mrs.  Scharoff: 

r he  letter  I Inclose  with  this  Is  1 o be 
transcribed  for  Miss  Keller  and  the  Braille  sent  direct 
to  her  by  first,  class  mail,  the  copy  to  come  beck  to  me. 
Her  address  is: 


Miss  Helen  teller 
.Arc an  Ridge 
Westport 
Connecticut 

I am  to  be  billed  for  this  (postage 
Included)  at  the  abo':e  address.  We  have  always  paid  150  a 
Braille  page  and  Kiss  Logos  and  Mrs.  Rietz  have  let  the 
bills  accumulate,  but  I shall  be  glad  to  pay  letter  by  letter 
if  you  prefer  it  that  way. 

Under  separate  cover  I am  sending  a book 
(New  Bottles  for  New  Wine)  from  which  the  ariicle  beginning 
on  page  123  and  ending  on  page  136,  "New  Light  on  Heredity" 
is  to  be  transcribed,  also  a separate  article  "The  Creative 
Process."  nhese  are  to  be  returned  to  me,  but  the  bill  is  to 
go  to 

Mrs,  William  Seide 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  West  15  St . 

New  York  11 
New  York 

The  Braille  on  these  can  be  sent,  by  the 
usual  Braille  route,  free. 

If  I haven't  made  everything  clear,  please 
let  me  know.  .Letters  of  course  ere  to  take  precedence  over 
other  material. 


I can't  tell  you  how  grateful  we 
to  you  for  helping  us  out. 

Pest  wishes  for  the  holidays  and 


New  Year. 


all  are 
for  the 


Sincerely , 


(Nella  B.  Kenney) 


Mrs.  Jerome  Scharoff 
a 697  Hichael-Villiam  °oad 
Herrick,  Long  Island 


sc . ' 0,  ’> 


rlinp:  Halan, 

I h’  r ? skad  ins  ! o'-^lhy  'o  or  or  for  you  i e 
t : r books  bn  br  3.1'  fl  if  M e r>;.oko  of  on  i-.on  ;\y  • At  ore  In 
In^ia  by  ' ’ n4  1:  bovine,  ’r.fer  * #»  "tin  lnd  tj  .••.chfl  anon, 
nr-*  "bo  •'  ' n lnd  by  ■ f«r]  ©nringor. 

I : j.tO  f - riding  t*o  arti  i sb  to  to  *r  Btrlbed: 

Sev  ifh4  on  orodlt 7 by  "ir  Julia  n i-:ux_®y  and  • . or*  ix  m 

rocui  by  f.  Brooo«akl«  Dr*  BfOSBovi  1 la  a dlatingulobad 
at  exatlcl'  n r -as  born  In  loianf,  bro  ugh'.  in  ernany , 

ar.b  educated  in  n,  and.  Vet  h»  a b *rn  «rpIoy*?d  by  ho  British 
" i • • 4 In  vi  rloutf  capicltlti  and  Ip  r.ov  t <:•  ■ o • c-  1 
oara rch  ant  o'*  ' ritrin'a  >.tlc.-nal  . ot.j.  ot  rd.  In  \ -» 

course  or  b ?.  •-  r rtlr.l®  yo-  vj ' 1 r*'r  ecrcco  n refer  rr,c  » o "Co.. or. 'a 
'ezor . ' You  rob- ably  **now  Air-*-  •>  fl.nt  it  s.ean* , b-  'lb?  o 
look  1 t ’ r . ■(.(■'■;  or  ".kVa  ; wi*fl  r r'rb  jLBcnn  ri rr,  oc  ■ or 
Inline  iblllfl"  in  tb  old  cent  rovoray  bpt  venn  ' nu'..l<-  a of  oi.lralia;  . 
;<?  dl-*  r.o4  * 7 by  ti  c«.  ‘ r.r  of  ' be;  s doctrines,  br  fait 

i h?  1 ”1  nr*  «‘.'t  of  ■ masoning  frod  uni  ersa!  reri  r - rec  • l4  ed 

frou  authority,  va  t 4 nera' lv.«  fror  o>:  arlonc  r o'  i 5 :j  natural 
o r ' •->  r* . " "'up  ’ - b-rro  on*-  o'*  Hi  fore»r  m;  «ru  of  rrncl4  bason 
ir  * t^oro  • v ) f-  ’ loved  M-o.  • c/v  'I-'1  m round  ' ' . 

Otbp»  I r r«n  v.r-ors  ' :‘‘'r  on1  ' l I 

t o1  ht  vo"  ! •’  lnt  sr,-,<  t yo" . r ♦.  vs  by  r'  f >*  w an,  44 u sic 

critic  fr’r  4 ii ' n 1 ~ r . * o*  al  tb*'"  or-  ' 1 r t ir>  u 1 shod 

sic  critic  o'  t ble  ..-pr.tury , on  tv®  ev«  of  his  . 1'1  birthday. 

• a nal<*  ♦ ’ *- 1 pypslght  vs  no  e It  ort>rt  to  a r.url  inn  t Van 
t ■'  i ng.  i‘  y l41  a ' ow?  a : onr  i .*l  1 nn,  but  pv  \n 

. 


b lnd  an*  this  hes  taught  him  the  value  of  that  lnnar  ear  with 
v lch  Heethoven  listened  nr  with  which  you  listen. 

•Isa  telephoned  me  Mon  ay  night  to  ask  about  oily  — 
she  had  read  trie  story  In  the,  paper  Hnd  w en  I got  through 
reassuring  her  that  all  was  veil  ahe  catr.e  up  with  whet  seems  to 
me  a c arming  Idea,  which  Is  for  you  and  tee  and  Tolly  to  hare 
lone*;  with  her  at  her  apartment  at  any  time  we  c oose.  'here 
we  can  be  cosy  and  private  and  have  ourselves  a good  talk  about 
all  sorts  of  things. 

Ann  (I  am  not  sure  I told  you)  will  b with  ns  for  the 
'oil day s.  Of  course  she  will  want  t0  Bee  you  and  oily  and  maybe 
it  can  be  arranged — we  shall  see. 

it  was  so  wonderful  to  see  you  on  Monday.  Now  an-1  then 
I have  to  touch  base  at  the  sources  of  what  strength  I have  and 
you  are  one  of  the  chief  of  these. 

.y  o a and  my  lore  arid  ny  Love  always  to  you  and  oily 
and  Keith's  along  with  mine. 


Nella 


Dec.  10,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 

I have  asked  Miss  Herlihy  to  order  for  you  the 
three  books  in  braille  that  we  spoke  of  on  Monday:  At  Home  in 
India  by  Cynthia  Bowles,  Under  the  Sea  Wind  by  Rachel  Carson, 
and  The  Human  Mind  by  Karl  Menninger. 

I am  also  sending  two  articles  to  be  transcribed: 

New  Light  on  Heredity  by  Sir  Julian  Huxley  and  The  Creative 
Process  by  J.  Bronowskl.  Dr.  Broxnowski  is  a distinguished 
mathematician  who  was  born  in  Foland,  brought  up  in  Germany, 
and  educated  in  England.  He  has  been  employed  by  the  British 
Government  in  various  capacities  and  is  now  head  of  the  Coal 
Research  Establishment  of  Britain's  National  Coal  Board.  In  the 
course  of  his  article  you  will  run  across  a reference  to  "Occam's 
Razor."  You  probably  know  already  what  it  means,  but  I had  to 
look  it  up.  Occam  (or  Ockham)  was  a Franciscan  Friar,  "Doctor 
Invincibills"  in  the  old  controversy  between  Realism  and  Nominalism. 
He  did  not  fully  accept  either  of  these  doctrines,  but  felt 
that  "instead  of  reasoning  from  universal  premisses  received 
from  authority,  we  must  generalize  from  experience  of  the  natural 
orders."  Thus  he  became  one  of  the  forerunners  of  Francis  oacon 
and  those  who  followed  him.  Occam  died  around  134-9. 

The  other  day  I ran  across  a statement  that  I 
thought  would  interest  you.  It  was  made  by  Ernest  Newman,  music 
critic  for  the  London  Time s , probably  the  most  distinguished 
music  critic  of  this  century,  on  the  eve  of  his  90th  birthday. 

He  said  that  eyesight  was  more  important  to  a musician  than 
hearing.  Naturally  this  raised  a howl  among  musicians,  but  Newman 
spoke  with  authority.  Within  the  last  few  years  he  has  become 


blind  and  this  has  taught  him  the  value  of  that  inner  ear  with 
which  Beethoven  listened  and  with  which  you  listen. 

Elsa  telephoned  me  Monday  night  to  ask  about  Polly  — 
she  had  read  the  story  in  the  paper  and  when  I got  through 
reassuring  her  that  all  was  well  she  came  up  with  what  seems  to 
me  a charming  idea,  which  is  for  you  and  me  and  Polly  to  have 
lunch  with  her  at  her  apartment  at  any  time  we  choose.  There 
we  can  be  cosy  and  private  and  have  ourselves  a good  talk  about 
all  sorts  of  things. 

Ann  (I  am  not  sure  I told  you)  will  be  with  us  for  the 
holidays.  Of  course  she  will  want  to  see  you  and  Folly  and  maybe 
it  can  be  arranged — we  shall  see. 

It  was  so  wonderful  to  see  you  on  Monday.  Now  and  then 
I have  to  touch  base  at  the  sources  of  what  strength  I have  and 
you  are  one  of  the  chief  of  these. 

My  love  and  my  love  and  my  love  always  to  you  and  Polly 
and  Keith's  along  with  mine. 


Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  11,  1959 


Tear  Piss  ashimoto: 


Kiss  Helen  Keller  has  no  objection 
to  your  writing  a story  about  her  for  your  high  school 
newspaper  "rhs  Tradewind,"  but  because  of  the  Illness 
of  her  companion  and  the  pressure  of  her  work  for  the 
blind  and  the  deaf-blind  she  will  be  unable  to  write 
anything  for  you.  If  you  will  read  a little  book  of 
hers  THE  OFEN  POOR  which  was  published  by  Doubleday  Jfc 
Co.  In  1957  I think  you  will  find  much  to  Interest 
you.  The  book  is  maJe  up  of  excerpts  from  all  her 
writings  and  it  glides  an  excellent  summary  of  her 
philosophy . 


She  is  grateful  to  you  for 
writing,  her  and  she  sends  you  her  warm  good  wishes. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Kenney 
Attorney  for  T-'elen  Keller 


Miss  Sharon  Lynne  Hashimoto 
Box  100 
Kapaa,  Kauai 
Hawaii 


ec ember  11,  1958 


Dear  Bill, 


Even  when  Helen  and  Teacher  and  I went,  back  to 
eeding  r ills  In  the  20'  p we  could  no1  find  anyone  who 
could  really  * ell  us  anything  about  Annie's  childhood 
The  Sul ■Ivans  had  neatly  put  their  impoverished  relatives 
out  of  their  minds  and  we  could  not  find  any  of  the  older 
eople . he  had  a youngish  cousin  Teresa  Sullivan  as  our 
guide,  but  we  could  not  find  the  bouse  where  Teac  er  lived 
couid  not  even  be  sure  of  the  road  that  it  was  on.  iany  vears 
before  .iis  ;.r.  i itz  had  gone  back  there  with  Helen  an"*  Teacher- 
he  made  a sketch  of  a house  which  he  thought  might  he  t»-e  ri^ht  ’ 
one.  eacher  gave  it  to  me,  hut  I gave  it  hack  to  ! el  *n  after 
the  Arcan  -ldge  fire.  Next  time  I go  up  I'll  bring  it  down 
with  me  and  show  it  to  you.  We  thought  then  that  the  house  must 
have  disappeared  and  I fancy  that  by  this  time  great  areas  of 
tTat  lovely  rolling  country  have  been  "developed."  Ouch. 


vou  know  of  course  that  the  Perkins  in  Water!  wn  is 
not  the  one  that  Teacher  attended;  the  school  was  in  Boston  in 
her  day.  ~r.  Edward  Alien  who  was  director  when  I visited  it 
with  ' eacher  was  an  old  friend  of  hers;  I am  not  sure  that 
the  present  director  ever  saw  her.  But  1 think  you  may  find 
much  to  inte-^st  you — this  in  the  best  place  in  the  world  for 
a deaf-blind  child  to  get  an  education. 


I shall  be  most  happy  to  see  Miss  Bancroft  end  Mr. 
toe  and  r.  Penn- -any  time  will  suit  me,  subject  always  to  a 
crisis  at  Arcan  Pidge.  Last  Saturday  morning  at  the  hairdresser's 
in  Bridgeport  oily  had  three  convulsions,  result  of  hardening 
O'  the  arteries.  She  has  had  such  attacks  before  and  the  doctors 
say  she  is  likely  +0  have  them  from  time  t.o  time  as  long  as  she 
^lves;  no  permanent  harm  from  them,  they  claim.  She  was  rushed 
to  the  hospital  in  an  stewixRRB  ambulance  and  a report  was  sent 
out  to  the  newspapers  and  some  of  the  networks  that  she  had 
had  a heart-at  tack . r"his  brought  on  a spate  of  cables  and 
telegrams  and  telephone  calls,  but  t.he  flurry  is  oa  er  now  and 
oily  is  due  back  home  in  a day  or  so.  I went  up  to  see  Helen 
on  Monday,  found  her  serene  and  wonderfully  competent  as  mis- 
tress of  her  household — she  has  devoted  help.  I talked  with  oily, 
8 e had  come  out  of  it  in  fine  style  and  was  impatient  to  get 
back  to  Arcan  Pidge. 


Nancy  amilton  has  been  in  Presbyterian  Hospital  for 
some  weeks  recovering  from  peritonitis,  the  result  of  a botched 
appendicitis  operation  some  years  ago.  She  bad  a close  call,  but 
seems  well  out  of  danger,  but  even  when  she  leaves  the  hospital 
(v’ithln  a few  days  she  hop'es)  she  will  have  some  weeks  of 
convalescence  ahead.  Our  little  group  seems  to  have  b-"en  dogged 
by  sadness  and  misfortune  ever  since  Sept,  a year  ago,  but  some 
bow  or  another  we  all  pull  through. 

I am  sorry  that  your  'ersonal  n-'ws  w-  s not  better. 

It  gives  a special  ache  when  children  are  sick  an’  I hope  the 
lack  of ^fw.Tenoids  Is  Just  v:'  • t ommy  needed. 


Ihe  muses  Inhabit  strange  locations,  Jails  to  palaces. 
I believe  Jails  are  easier  to  get  into,  but  don't  try  it. 

I hope  to  see  you  before  long.  Margaret  too.  Meantime, 
all  good  wishes  for  the  holidays  and  all  other  days-- 

M M 


Ill  Fifth  St . , 
Pec . I?,  1958 


Gordon  City,  nQw  York 


Pear  las  : e re  r 


-■ec.  5 for  r„rl}.'re-  s»1«*  **»  « 5-our  letter  of 

' ‘ . lAt 

been  more  worthy.  - u il°j  ' d 

i „ tri  s abroad  on  business  an  in 

speak,  wore  financed  in  various  v;avS,  but  the  trirs  for 
personal  reasons  like  the  one  to  Scotland  for  t?e  Lrree 
an  tie  one  to  Looe  were  financed  by  Pies  Keller  herself, 

tho  ra  »,  , * • -"OB»  3^lP  ^;HS  V'<?ceived  a salary  from 

tbe  iir*  ever  since  she  became  a member  of  the  staff. 

Iti  holiday  greetings,  I am 

Sincerely  yours, 


1'lss  Catherine  earn 
295  it.  John’s  Lace 
Brooklyn  33 
ew  York 


a 


Dec.  15: 


1958 


Darling  Helen, 

As  soon  as  the  holidays  are  over  and  life  slows 
down  a bit  I intend  to  read  Dr.  Zhivago  and  give  you  a report 
on  it  Meantime  I am  sending  you  a marvellous  portrait  of 
Lenln'on  the  platform  which  I ran  across  two  or  three  days  ago 
in  a poem  of  Pasternak's  called  "The  High  Malady.  The  P°©mn 
was  written  during  the  Bolshevik  revolution  and  the  malady 
is  poetry,  this  being  the  position  of  song  in  a world  of 
horror.  Bv  this  time  Pasternak  had  given  up  his  earlier 
inclinations  towards  music  or  philosophy  as  a career  and  had 
decided  to  become  a poet  dedicated  to  the  Russian  'ana  and  tne 
Russian  oeople.  In  the  first  part  of  this  poem  he  is  feeling 
his  way  towards  a theory  of  poetry.  These  ideas  I believe  are 
better' expressed  in  Dr.  Zhivago  and  so  I am  sending  onxy  t..e 
great  finale.  I wish  Teacher  were  here  to  read  it  with  us. 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  my  brother 
Robert's  son  Buzz  is  serving  his  Army  training  period  at  the 
Language  School  in  Monterey  and  that  he  has  chosen  Russian  as 
one  of  his  subjects.  He  hopes  to  be  a teacher  and  this  pleases 

us  all  very  much. 

I was  so  glad  to  talk  with  Polly  yesterday.  She 
seems  to  have  lost  no  ground  whatever— you  said  that  wouid  be 
the  case.  As  for  my  coming  to  Arcan  Riage  for  a few  days,  I 
leave  that  to  you  and  Polly,  but  I think  after  the  holidays 
will  be  better  than  before  unless  you  want  me  for  some 
reason.  My  love  is  always  there  with  you  and  .oily,  always 

alway  s , 

Nella 


From  "The  High  Malady," 


a poem  by  Boris  Fasternak 


H °rW  sha11  I conclude  my  fragment’ 

5,  1 ,vnKcmbei'  his  voice  wind,  pierced 

Tlie  nape  of  my  .neck  with 'flames,  "'***  MfeeS 

L.ke  the  rustle  'of  globe-lightning.  ! 

Everyone  SW  Everyone  was  vainly 
And*  T that  distant  table  with  his  eyes: 

And  then  he_  emerged  on  the  tribune  ' 

I", merged  even  before  he  entered ‘the  room 
And  caime  sliding,  leaving  no  wake 

Like 'the  and  Stacies, 

dike  the  leaping  ball  .of  a storm 

f lying  into  a room  without  smoke. 

The  thunderous  ovation 

Whirl  3S  * re]'ef'  af the  exPlosi°n  of  a cannonball 

And  heC31wbUrSt;  f obsiades  filing  away, 
be  -poke.  We  remember  and  honor 

The  memory  of  those  who  have  fallen. 

I > 1 1 I T mlMn*  u x 


But  I th 
In  this  rd 

He  was  1 
Hunting 

He  drew 
And  putt: 
The  words 
But  the  a 
With  thi 
As  it  tears 
And  his  ha 
Whic^ve: 
Had 


of  their  transiency.  What  was  there  I 
which  bound  itself  for  ever  to  him  alone? 


thrust  of  a rapier.  • 
last  spoken  wnijt 
’ line>  opening  his 
the  uppers  of  his, 
ave  been  about  g ” 
lis  body  breath  ed 
|ght  of  the  bare  tsseuuan 
a senseless  layer  of  lies. 

oo  well, 

blood  of  history. 


I 


He  was  the  f3 
When  he  apiL 
He  knew  thatL 
With  the  momf 
History  was 
And  now,  although 

And  feeling  more  at^BSe  with  her  than  with  anyone  else- 
He  was  intimate  only  with  history,  V ’ J 

Envious  only  of  the  envy  of  the  centuries, 

Jealous  of  their  single  jealousy. 

®°  he  governed  the  stream  of  th  mght, 

And  became  the  government  of  his  country. 


tspoke  to  them: 
facts, 

he  ripsed  his  mouth 
of  his  voice, 

^ through  him. 
•SfcCnout  familiarity, 


JL 


Ill  Fifth  St., 
Dec . 17,  1958 


Garden  City,  New  vork 


Dear  Mrs.  Rietz: 


Did  you  ever  get  a letter  from 
mo  for  Hiss  roller  dated  Dec.  2 and  along 
with  It  an  article  called  Irmove  + lon  in 
Biology?  It  loesn' t matter  now  s’  out  the  letter 
because  I have  seen  hiss  heller,  but  1 
should  bn  very  sorry  If  the  article  Is  lost. 

I know  that  you  have  been  very  busy  and  I am  not 
trying  to  push  you,  but  l also  know  that  the 
malls  are  very  slow  and  undependable.  If  the 
article  has  been  lost  I should  like  to  or  er 
a replacement , for  it  is  on  a subject  in  .-hi  eh 
Ml-  ?*  kellen  it?  most  interested.  I hope  that  now 
that  Mrs.  Scharoff  has  joined  us  that  the  burden 
of  transcribing  will  not  be  so  heavy  for  anyone. 

let  me  take  t,hi3  opportunity 
to  wish  you  pleasant  holidays  and  a happy  and 
prosperous  New  Year. 

Ml  good  wishes'. 

Gratefully  yours. 


Mrs.  William  J.  Rietz 
1708  Sheep ahead  Fay  Read 
Brooklyn  35 
New  York 


Ill  Fifth  St. 

Garden  City,  New  York,  USA 
ec.  18,  1953 


hear  Isabel  and  Bert, 


oily  is  back  at  Arcan  Ridge.  I 
have  talked  with  her  and  she  seems  to  have  lost  very 
little  ground,  if  any.  A friend  of  ours  who  saw  her  on 
Sunday  says  she  looked  lovely  and  we  have  all  always 
been  thankful  that  no  sign  ot  her  illness  appears  in 
her  beautiful  eyes.  Her  vision  in  fact  is  good  exceijt. 
in  the  periphery  of  the  right,  eye:  the  damage  is  to 
her  brain;  she  can  see  the  letters  of  the  alphabet, 
but  it  is  only  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  she 
can  recognize  t em.  After  months  of  trying  (and  oh,  how 
she  tries'.)  the  best  she  can  do  is  to  make  out  a few 
headlines  in  the  newspapers.  Helen  has  undiminlshed 
faith  that  rolly  will  one  day  be  able  to  read  normally 
and  her  faith  in  the  power  of  prayer  is  undiminlshed. 

A short  time  ago  elen' s financial 
trustees  had.  a meeting  and  I can  report  that  all  is  well 
on  that  front.  In  January  these  trustees  will  have  a 
meeting  with  the  advisory  committee,  the  members  of 
which  Include  Katharine  Cornell,  Nancy  Hamilton,  Mr. 
Nigel ' 8 secretary,  Mrs.  Amelia  Gladu,  Dr.  Claude 
Plxon  of  the  Mayo  Clinic  (ho  i3  the  one  who  operated 
upon  Polly  and  before  that  upon  Helen),  Dr.  David 
levy,  a distinguished  child  psychologist,  and  me.  All 
these  are  old  friends  and  Helen's  brother  hillips  will 
come  up  from  Texas.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to 
see  if  through  discussion  from  many  different  points 
of  view  we  can  find  out  if  there  is  any  3tone  that  has 
been  left  unturned  that  might  increase  'he  happiness 
and  promote  the  welfare  of  our  twro  dear  girj-3.  -.very 
one  that  I have  mentioned  has  them  inseparably  and 
equally  at  heart,  Helen  and  Tolly. 

I am  sorry  that  t e new7s  from 
you  is  not  happier.  The  good  news  from  here  is  that 
Nancy  Hamilton  is  out  of  the  hospital  an  aoie  to 
some  extent  to  resume  her  ordinary  activities.  I -is  1 
could  give  you  more  comfort  about  oLly.  She  is  valiant 
and  wonderful,  but  she  is  very,  very  ill,  and  I think 
we  must  he  prepared  for  anything  at  any  time. 

Sadly,  affectionately. 


Ill  Tlfth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  20,  1953 


Dear  Krs.  Scharoff: 


I bad  not  meant  to  pend  you 
another  letter  until  after  Christinas,  but.  the 
situation  at  Arcan  Aldge  le  very  disturbed 
just  now,  chiefly  because  of  Kiss  Thomson's 
recent  set-back.  Hverybody  in  *ne  household 
la  busy  at  white  heat  with  Christmas  meesages 
and  packages--very  likely  you  will  not  get 
any  material  from  there  or  from  the  AF E for  a 
little  wh lie.  Id ean t im e I w anted  to  reas au r e 
Wise  Keller  that  in  t ie  swirl  of  plane  that 
surround  her  she  is  the  one  whose  wishes  will 
be  carried  out  insofar  as  it  is  possible. 

Let.  me  take  this  opportunit 
to  v/i3h  you  pleasant  holidays  and  a happy 
New  Year.  Ky  own  holidays  will  be  much  happier 
because  of  you. 


Gratefully , 


Dec.  20,  1958 


Darling  Helen, 


tree  that  Kit  ^ Lif  0^ 

the  bospitai  the  thought  of  all  we  had  suffered  came  over  me  in 
a flood  and  I sat  down  and  cried.  My  heart  aches  when  I think  of 
*nd  1 think  of  her  all  the  time.  I don* t know  what  she 
he^side^  dUrlng  thls  long»  lonK  illness  without  you  at 


1 hope  you  are  able  to  set  her  mind  at  rest  about 
Ri?6e  at  least  for  a while  longer.  I am  so 
glad  that  Phillips  is  coming  up:  you  can  talk  to  him  freely 
And  I still  think  it  might  be  a good  idea  for  you  to  write  out 
what  you  want  done,  along  with  the  EBSKRHxxkjcxyci  reasons  why 
you  want  it  done.  That  will  give  us  a platform  to  discuss  and 
if  need  be  to  fight  for,  but  I think  there  will  be  no  fight. 
Every  one  concerned  wants  you  and  idly  to  be  happy  and  while 
we  may  differ  among  ourselves  as  to  the  way  to  go  about  it.,  I 
think  it  should  be  obvious  that  your  wishes  should  be  the 
prime  consideration.  And  I feel  that  this  is  a time  to  make 
haste  slowly,  to  let  nothing  be  done  that  will  be  regretted 
later. 


DR.  ZHIVAGO  is  a very  great  book,  worthy  of  a 
place  beside  WAR  AND  PEACE  and.  CRIME  AND  PUNISHMENT.  The  setting 
is  Russia,  but  the  book  is  about  all  mankind.  After  the  holidays 
I will  make  some  excerpts  for  you.  What  courage  Pasternak  has, 
and  the  greatest  part  of  it  is  the  courage  to  face  the  truth. 

"To  live  life  to  the  end  is  not  a childish  task"  he  says  in  one 
of  his  poems.  And  the  dear  Lord  knows  that  this  is  true  for  us 
all. 


Keith  wants  me  to  tell  you  how  much  he  loves  you 
and  Polly,  how  much  we  both  wish  we  could  ease  the  burden,  if 
only  a little  bit. 

Always  and.  always,  with  love, 


Nella 


/:'-W  Ul 

/ >/*v/  jf 


ec  . ?0 , \ c 


f? • i r 1 1 ng  r 


i»  • ornln^  when  I jo'  out  the  ; i 1 1 l ? Christmas 
t re  ,'t  1'  n '>  Jancy  gave  c-.n  J.aet  ecerbor  w on  wo  -eta  in 

e os  ltni  tr  ? thought  of  ail  we  had  ouffsrec3  ca,;-  over  a.e  In 
piood  and  I nat  covn  and  cried.  y heart  aches  v.  en  I t ink  of 
olxy  and  l t in.  o'  -er  ni  i t e tln.e.  I don't  ,-.r.ow  v nt  e.e 
v.o  -x  i v©  hone  d-:rin#r  this  long,  long  illness  without  you  at 
her  si  e . 

1 S' ore  you  are  able  to  sot  her  Tin  ' at  rost  about 
st  -vir,  at  re  an  idp-e  at.  ie.-el  for  » v 11a  longer.  I >-.>  so 
g • nd  t:  )t  ,'rliiit3  is  coring  up:  you  can  talk  to  ; io  freely. 

.nh  I s' li  e ' ink  it  eight  be  a rood  Ilea  for  you  to  wri ' ® out 

w:  at  you  want  'one,  along  with  * r.e  «e»-esiy  -Kkjryyw  re.-  ons  vhy 
you  want  it  'one.  'rat  will  give  os  n iatforr  to  'incurs  • nd 
if  need  be  to  fight  for,  but  i think  i ere  vl  . ; bo  no  flc-ht. 

very  one  concern  -d  wants  you  and  oily  " o be  1.,-  y - nd  vbl] 
we  may  dir  '«r  ur.ong  our  selvas  >s  to  t he  way  to  go  about  it,  I 
think  it  s'.ou'd  be  obvious  that  your  wishes  s'-.oul"  be  the 
rl' e consideration.  ,n  I f e*l  t - t t is  Is  a ‘ I s 1 r ake 

as’  e u ow  y , t o ' •>:  nothing  be  dona  i;-M  wiJ  > :•  regret  1 ed 

is  ter . 


i I'  GO  is  a very  great  boo/.,  worthy  of  a 
uacs  'osl  'e  . mD  .0’.  an  C -I  • * r 'M  " . he  setting 

1-  Russia,  b ; i * a book  In  about  all  mankind,  ft. or  t ol-ldays 

I vi  1 1 • .>  noma  »vce>  -4  n for  you.  ha'  c our- ye  asternak  h-s, 

an’  t -•  r-at  on*  cart  of  it  Is  the  ccrace  to  face  t r?  truth. 

"To  i.lve  life  to  t « and  is  not  a childish  task"  • - soys  in  one 

o'  is  oenfiB.  vr  -*  1 * '•a  r ord  knows  t at  t i • is  tr  e for  8 

all. 


•ait  wan' o me  to  tail  you  how  •'ucr  ha  oven  you 
and  o ixy , row  nuch  we  both  vlsr  ve  could  ease  the  burden,  i'0 
oni y a lit  t bit . 

ways  urs  ' always,  vi'h  O'1®, 


della 


fief,  h,  p?  1-  e 


111  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York,  USA 
December  22,  1953 


Dear  Kr.  Jussawala: 

I know  that  you  will  be  distressed 
to  learn  that  Miss  Polly  Thomson  is  gravely  ill.  n0 
leave  herself  free  for  loving  attendance  upon  one  to 
wl  om  s Ke  is  so  devoted  Miss  elen  Keller  is  for  the 
time  being  delegating  most,  of  her  correspondence  to 
others;  it  is  for  this  reason  that  your  letter  of 
Dec.  9 has  been  given  to  me  for  reply. 

Miss  ->eller  herself  would  be 
very  happy  to  have  Mr.  Batliboi  reprint  selections 
from  her  book  "A  Sense  of  Life,"  but  permission  to 
do  so  must  be  obtained  from  her  publishers,  Doubleday 
A Co.  whose  address  is  575  Madison  Ave.,  New  York  22, 
New  York. 


It  is  certainly  true  that  we  in 
the  United  States  are  keenly  interested  in  Indian 
philosophy,  'as  Jr.  Batliboi  submitted  his  book  to 
an  American  publisher?  "hat.  would  be  the  best  way 
to  introduce  it  to  our  country. 

"hank  you  for  sending  the  copy 
of  your  own  book.  She  will  take  pleasure  in  reading 
It  as  soon  as  she  finds  opportunity. 

May  I ask  you  please  not  to  allow 
the  news  of  Miss  Thomson's  illness  to  reach  the 
press?  Such  publicity  always  brings  a flood  of  letters 
and  messages  which  Miss  Keller  arpreclates  but  which 
s:,e  simply  does  not  have  time  to  acknowledge. 

With  all  goo  1 wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


(lire.)  Nella  Braddy  enney 

Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  r.N.K.  JuBsawala 

Principal,  Victoria  Memorial  School  for  the  Blind 
Tardeo  Road 
Bombay  7 
India 


juL^fe,  fo  ^ (3 


- x if*.  t.,  Inr  an  City,  Pew  'or.; 

ac  •".her  < 2,  i9rc5- 


'«sr  1%  v o'  1 ’.:  or.  : 


ksj  ju  of  r a llxn«‘:s 
in  : er  iteio  d .1.  3 a.*  el  . ar  as 

referred  o for  r.  y jot  istter  of 
c«  tor  . If  jou  : ava  access  *o  ^11-  . =- 
boo.  of  ora  i 1 ''  V.-  0 eti  )oo:*"  viler, 
was  - b if  ad  by  o :fc. • ay  in  I thin/, 

you  wL.^  fin  t'  9 -In  of  sta  ’ *.-x.tnt  th^t  you 
■ , >.igh  it  . t«m, 

In  any  event  i thinV  you  will  fin1  a g ance 
at  booii.  er y rewarding. 

1'  nil  [joo  wishes,  I aa 

inc «;•'  !}  yours. 


( rb./  . elia  < raddy  onney 

4 or  my  ror  «.  an  o . :r 


?r.  7-*oo  1.  ’tot  in  son 
1 os)  ,y  -3 
«n  doo-j  itata  Coj. i-:-pe 
’ OB  33 

h stops,  oawl'ornia 


C4  +,  e 


ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  Fork 
Fee.  26,  19:8 


ear  Mss  Nichols: 


Eeca  inn  of  the  illness  of 
lss  Thomson  and  because  of  the  pressure  of 
her  work  for  t e blind  an-t  the  deaf-biln^ 

Mss  elen  elier  as  been  obliged  to  delegate 
some  of  her  correspondence  to  ot  era.  This  is 
w-y  I am  answering  your  letter  of  ^ec.  9. 

Rack  In  1908  lss  eiler 
ubllst  ed  a little  book  called  "'i he  ’ orid  I 
ive  In"  which  would  be  useful  to  you,  but. 

It  has  been  out  of  rint  for  a number  of  years 
and  I think  you  would  find  It  difficult  to 
come  by  unless  you  can  go  to  one  of  the  big 
libraries.  In  19 51  'he  ladles  or.e  Journal 
•biis  ed  an  article  of  hera^The  For Id  Thro  ^gh 
Three  Senses";  this  was  afterwards  re published 
in  "The  adies  ! ome  Journal  Treasury,"  a big 
book  which  I believe  Is  still  in  print,  "'he 
most  readily  accessible  source  Is  Miss  elier' s 
"The  Story  of  My  ife."  I call  your  attention 
especially  to  Chapter  IV. 

{•lss  "homson  is  often 

referred  to  as  Mss  el  ler' s "teacher,"  but 
Miss  elier  has  no*  had  a teacher  since  she 
left  Radcllffe  College,  hrs.  ; aey  continued 
to  live  with  her,  but  It  was  as  companion  and 
friend  and  It  Is  in  this  latter  capacity  that 
Mss  homson  has  served  with  absolute  devotion 
for  more  t:  an  forty  years.  I am  ba  y to  be 
able  to  tell  you  that  her  health  seems  to  be 
im  roving. 


It:  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


(;  rs.  Nell  a Braddy  ! enn  y 

Attorney  for  e;en  eiler 


lss  Carol  Mu.  ols 
Box  70,  Oxford,  New  York 


